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PREFACE. 


B&na’s K&dambarf is often appointed as a text-book 
in the Indian Universities, and owing to the peculiar 
characteristics of its style, the students often find it a bard 
task to translate the intricate passages in it, in spite of the 
help they receive in the class-room from their Professors. 
Some editors try to satisfy the needs of their readers by 
issuing voluminous notes, whose very extent, however, 
frightens away the student ; at any rate it becomes a tire- 
some task to wade through a bulky book for obtaining light 
on one’s own particular difficulty. Moreover, only a literal 
and complete translation can solve many of the simpler 
difficulties of the ordinary student as regards the meanings 
of individual words and constructions of sentences, which 
the annotator may have passed over as being easy. The 
present translation has been prepared at the request of 
many students who require some such help. Excepting that 
of Miss Ridding, no other English translation of the whole 
of the Kddambart exists; and Miss Bidding's translation, 
excellent in its own way, and admirable for its elegant 
English, is not, I am afraid, quite suited to the require- 
ments of our University students. The translation, here 
offered, is complete, without the omission of a single 
word or phrase ; it is as close as the idiom of the language 
permits ; and particular care has been bestowed npon 
passages involving pans and suggested senses. I venture 
to hope, therefore, that a careful use of this translation will 
lighten the labour of the student and enable him to get 
through bis work with the least expenditure of time and 
trouble. I have to thank Miss Ridding from whose 
translation I have borrowed a phrase here and an 
expression there. Any suggestions as to the change of 
plan of the translation, ce*» 'scions, &c., will be cordially 
welcomed^ __ ♦ jewelled ant' 

January t9S4. 


M. R. EA'LE. 



ENGLISH TRANSLATION 


OF 

BANaBHATTA’S KADA3IBARL 

(1) Bow to the Dnborn (snpreme Brahman), which consists of 
the three Vedas', whose essence is comprised of tha three qualities 
(Rajas, Sattva and Tamas), which is the cause of the creation, 
preservation and destruction (of the universe), which combines 
with (the quality of) Iiaja3 at the birth of all created beings, 
which abides in (the quality of) Sattva daring their maintenance, 
and which assumes (the quality of) Tamas at their retraction. 

(2) Victorious is the dust of Siva's feet, which prevents the 
cycle of births and deaths, which was borne on his crown (or head) 
bv tha demon Bipa, which lay on the multitude of crest-jewels of 
RAvana, and which rests on the ends of the hair (on the heads) of 
the chiefs of (both) gods and demons. 

(3) Victorious is that TJpcndra (Yishnn) who, from a 
distance merely with his glance which was red on account of his 
wrath and which was directed towards its object (only) for a 
moment with a desire to pierce it, made his enemy’s breast red like 
blood, as though it had burst of itself in terror. 

(4) I salnte the two lotus-like feet of Bharvu, which are 
wonhipped by the Kings of the Jlaukharin family with their 
crowns pnt on, and the red toes of which roll on (are rnbbed 
against) the seat .in the shape of the high platform formed by the 
crowns of all the subsidiary princes. 

(5) Who is not afraid of a wicked person, who is terrible by 
reason of the enmity shown by him without any cause, and in 
whose mouth evil words (extremely unbearable), are ever present, 
as is virulent poison in the mouth of a big snake? 

(6) I*ike prison-chains which make harsh sounds and deposit 
rnst, wicked persona pain exceedingly, ntterlng abusive language 
and spreading slanders. "While good persons always charm the 
mind by good words, as do the jewelled anklets at every step by 
their pleasant jingling. 


1 JTMWV4 (of the form of knowledge). 


2 


fpp. 4—0. 


(7) Pine and charming speech does not go down, the throat 
of ( s car.no t be appreciated by) an evil person, like nectar down 
that of R£hu 5 (while) that same (speech) is treasnred'in his 
heart by a good person, as the valnable and exceedingly 'clear 
jewel (Kaustnbha) is borne (on his bosom) by Vishnu. 

(8) Like a newlv-married wife affectionately coming of her 
own accord to the conch of her lover*, a Kathi ( poetic composi- 
tion). which is dainty on account of the charming conversations 
and love-sports bristling therein,* creates, in the heart of a person, 
pleasure heightened by cariosity. 

(0) Whom do they not charm — the compositions full of terms 
which are novel and which abound in brilliant Dipaka and Upama 1 2 3 4 
(figures), like large garlands, made of CkampaJca buds, which are 
compact on acconnt of the close contact (of flowers)* and which 
abound in fine jasmine blossoms f* 

(10) There was a Brihsnana named Knbera, bora in the family ■ 

of VStsyayana, whose virtues ware sang by the whole world, who 
was chief among the good, whose lotus-like feet were worshipped > 
by several Gupta princes, and who was as though a partial 
incarnation of God Brahtni. — ' * 

(11) The Goddess of Speech ever dwelt in his mouth, the sin. 
whereof was removed by the (recitals of the) Vedas, whose lower 
lip was hallowed by (partaking of) the leavings of sacrificial ' 
oblations, the inside of which was rendered astringent by 
(drinking) the Soma juice, and which was charming on account of 
all the Sastras and Smpitis (present therein.) 

(12) In his house young lads recited the hymns of the Yajus 
and of the Sima Veda, with hesitation, being checked at every word 
by tbe parrots in cages, along with the Sarika birds, which had 
studied all that literature. 

1 Bee* me they *re nofortooate and cannot enjoy its be* city. 

2 (ITirt compoHh in) — ‘Coming to assume a proper compositional 
form, owing to the pervading aeutimenta.* 

3 (TFilA lA* tri/e) — * Tender (charming) on acconnt of the sweet 
voice sod dslliance displayed by her,* 

4 (JF»tA tht Champala ludi)—' Which are new end resemble 
brightly-shining lamp*.’ 

3 fW -> uti jau^rvuiUatu)--' 1 wxwutf s! sssSissst sv past. * / 

(IFilA componliont ) — ‘ Which abound in fine Figures of Speech 
named Jlti.’ - , ' 
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pp, ft-S.] 

(13) From Ma was born Artbapati, the chief of the 
Br ahman as, like Hiranyagarbha from the mundane egg, (or) like 
the moon from the Milky Ocean, (or) like Garnda from the womb of 
his mother Vinati. 

(14) As he daily expounded all the extensive lores, the ever- 
renewing crowds of pupils, intent on listening (to him) in the 
morning 1 , brought to him additional glory, as though they were 
'the (fresh) sprouts of sandal trees. 

(15) He easily conquered Heaven by means of innumerable 
sacrifices, as by (so many) elephants, which (sacrifices) were adorned 
by* gifts bestowed according to the prescribed rules, which 5 had 
bright Mahivlra fires (lighted) in the midst of their formal 
performances, and which* bad sacrificial posts for their hands. 

(16) Among excellent high-souled sons all well-versed in 
the Vedas and the Sistras, he had in due course a son named 
Ohitrabhinu, who was like Kaittsa among the forgiving,* being 
pure* like crystal. 

(17) Like the sharp nails of Npisimha, the m-rits of that 
high-souled one entered («. •. struck tenor into) the hearts of his 

, enemies, — the merits which, travelling 7 a very long distance, 
effected a (forced) ext ranee- being pure in lastre like the digit of 
the moon without its spot. 

(18) The dense smoke of his sacrifices, although itself black, 
made his glory (shine) the brighter; it was (like) the curly locks of 
hair on the foreheads of the quarters, and (like) the TanSla leaf 
adorning the ear of the lady in the shape of the three Vedas 

(19) A son named Ulna was barn to him, who had whitened 
the seven worlds with the rays of his (own) glory, and whose 
•trickling perspiration caused by the fatigue of sacrifices was wiped 
by gara3vati (herself) with the palms of her lotu3-liks hands 

(20) By that BrihmaOa («'.e.. Bins) has been composed this 
Katti. to which there is no second,* by his intellect wherein the 

t (B*iA ' 1 Placed on the rw at moraine time * 

2 (in A titphatit ) — ‘By ichor produced ly a regulated diet.’ 

3 ( IFiA tlephnn't ) — ‘Who were ridden by "dashing, great warriors.* 

4 (Wirt d/p\a*ti) — ‘Whose trunks were like the sierific : at pests.* 

5 ( ir,t\ Katlitaf - -‘Among the mountain*.’ 

6 (ITill K<iUaia ) — ‘White with crystal stones.* 

V (IT* A nails)— ‘Growing long*. y 

•8 (So second) — either 1 in worthlessness ’ ( apparent meaning V or ‘ ii* 
excellence * (suggested meaning). 
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weakness of speech (power of expression) has not yet been removed, 
which is dim (blinded) by the darkness in the form of the great 
infatuation of (his) mind, and which is still crude, not having 
yet acquired the grace (which comes) of skill. 

(Once) there lived a king named S3 dr aka whose commands were 
worshipped (i e., obeyed) with (bent) heads by all (other) kings, and 
who was like another Indra. He was master of the Earth having 
for its girdle the string of the fonr oceans ; all the numerous 
subsidiary princes bowed to him, loving him for his valour. He 
had (on his body) the marks of a sovereign emperor. Like Vishnu 
(iff., the discns-bearer), he was one on' whose lotns-like hands were 
visible the marks of conch and discus. Like Siva, he had 
vanquished Onpid (curbed passion). Like Earthikeya, he was one 
whose prowess* was irresistible. Like B rah mi who is born of the- 
lotus, he had' repressed the pride of the whole circle of swan-like (i.e. 
noble) kings. Like the Ocean, he was the source of wealth. Like 
the stream of the river Gangs, he followed the path of Bhagiratha'. 
Like the Sun, he was one whose riso occurred every day. Like 
Hern, he was one on the shadow 5 of whose feet all the world 
depended (for its protection). Like a direction-elephant, he had* 
his hand moistened with gifts which he continuously bestowed. He 
did the most wonderful things. He performed sacrifices. Ia him 
were mirrored all the Sistras. Ho was the birth-place (eneourager 
and improver) of (all) the arts. He was the hereditary abode (so to 
say), of merits. He was the spring of the nectar-like delights of 
poesy. He was the rising-mountain to (the source of the rise of) 
the circle of his friends, 6 7 (and) was the evil-bringing comet to his 
enemies. He founded literary societies, (and) was a patron of 
connoisenra. He threw into background (all eminent) archers. He 

1 ( IFifh Fuftim) — 1 in. whose lotus-like hands are visible his special 
emblems, cir , conch and discus.’ 

2 QF<tA Kartt>leya}—‘ ' whose weapon called Sakti was unimpeded 
(or unobstructed).’ 

3 (TFi/h Drafimi ) — ‘by whom is employed as his aerial vehicle the 
whole family of royal swans ’. 


4 (IFrfh the King) ‘was as persevering as Bhsglrsths.' 

6 (B'irt i/enx)— ' ‘On the shade of whose adjoining hills atl the 
( fourteen) worlds depend ( for their stability). ’ 

6 (1F.A the elejJiant ) — ‘had liia trunk moistened by ichor which 

flowed continuously.’ , 


7 ‘ As is the eastern mountain to the orb of the Sun ’ (suggested). 
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was the leader of the adventurous, (and) was the foremost among 
men of culture. lake Garuda, he gave delight to 1 * those who 
submitted to him. lake Prithu (son of Vena), he had uprooted 
with the end of his bow all* his enemies (who were formidable) like 
the Kula^monntains. 

He, who had merely by his name pierced the hearts of his 
enemies, and who had conquered the whole surface of the world by 
his sole valour,* as though laughed at Vishnu who had to assume 
the cambrous form of mau-lion (for piercing the heart of his enemy 
'Hiranyakas'ipu), and had to take the trouble of stepping three times 
(for covering the whole world)p The Goddess of Royalty dwelt for a 
long time in the pure water 3 4 5 6 of his sword-blade, as though washing 
(therein) the stain of her contact with thon?and3 of previous bad 
rulers, which (stain) had adhered to her for a very long period. 
Moreover, by reason of Dharma dwelling in his mind, Tama in 
his anger, Knbera in his favours. Fire in his valour. Earth in his 
arm. Lakshmi in his glance, Sarasvati in his speech, the Moon in his 
face, the Wind in his strength, Brihaspati in his wisdom, Cnpid in 
his beanty, and the Sun in his lustre, he resembled divine Vishnu 
who contains within himself all the deities and who has manifested 
diverse forms (or shown his form as manifesting the entire universe). 
And near him often came regal Glory, like an eiMtariH* unstress, 
on the nights in the form of his battles which were darkened 
on account of the showers of the watery ichor flowing from the 
broad temples of elephants, being enveloped in the darkness in 
the form of thousands of (black) armours torn off from the broad 
chests of excellent warriors, and drawn by hi» (Sudraka’s) sword to 
which big, round pearls were sticking as ho had been cutting 
open the broad temples of elephants rioting in intoxication, and 
which (therefore) appeared to have become unevenly studded with 
the drops of the water 3 of its blade squeezed out of it as he held it 
fast in his grip. And the fire in the form of his valour burned day 
■and night, even scorching internally the widowed wives of his foes, 

1 ( With Ga'tklo ) — ' to hi s mother Ylnatk.’ 

J ( TTIrl rri;l* )-— 1 all the Hula-mountains who were bis enemies’, 

3 Seven principal mountain-ranges so called. 

4 nirawa which apparently means * one step’, implying a contns* 

with the three steps of Yishun. 

5 Indicates the fineness of the edge of sword. 

6 One wfco goes to meet her lover at a rendezvous, secretly at night. 
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as though it desired to bum even the (images of ) their husbands 
stationed («’.«. cherished) in their hearts. And while that King 
who had brought the (whole) world under his sway, was ruling 
over the Earth, among his people there were mixtures of Varnas 
( colours but ) only in paintings ( and no intermixing of castes ) ; 
seizures by tho hair (only) in amorous sports (and not in brawls and 
quarrels) ; rigorous imprisonment (a rigid arrangement of words) 
(only) in poems; ckinta (reflection, deliberation) (only) as regards 
the Sistras and not (=no anxiety) as regards other things ; separa- 
tions, 1 (only) in dreams ; golden dandai (staffs) (only) in umbrellas 
(and no fines in gold) 1 ; tremblings, (only) in banners manifestations 
of R&ga (melodies) (only) in songs (and not of evil passions); effects 
of mada (rut) only in elephants (and not of arrogance) ; breaking (or 
cutting) of Guna (string) only in bows (and not of the virtues 
of men); deceitful ways (latticed holes) (only) in windows (and 
no deceitful practices among the subjects); stains (only) on the 
Moon, swords and armours, (and not on characters or family-name) ; 
sending of messengers, (only) in love-quarrels (and not for the purpose 
of war) ; and vacant Grihas (squares) only on the game-board in the 
game of chessmen-and-dice (and no vacant houses on account of 
want of issue or desertion). And in his case there was fear, (but 
only) about the next world ; reverses* (only) in the hair of the ladies 
of his harem ; loquacity* (only) in anklets ; Karagrahana* (only) in 
weddings ; shedding of tears, (only) on account of the smoke of the 
fires (kindled) in his constant sacrifices 1 ; strokes of the lash, (only) 
tn the case of horses* ; and the twang of the bow, (only) on the part 
of Cupid.* 

1 And that King had for his capital a city named Vidisa It 
resembled the Krita age w as though it was collected (in one place) 
through fear of the Kali age. It was extensive, as though it were 
the birth-place of the three worlds. And it was encircled by the 
river Ye travail, the rolling waves of which were shattered as they 



levying tribute. 

7 and not on account of grief doe to berearement, etc. 

8 and not culprits as there were none. D and not of warriors. 

10 Owing to its (people) being devoted to Dharma (the per- 
formance of their religions duties). 
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dished against the expansive breasts of Malaga ladies bathing 1 
therein, "whose -water was reddened by the vermilion (Sindira 
paint) on the temples of the victorious elephants (of the King) 
coming to bathe in its stream, and whose banks were resounding 
with the cackle of numbers of impassioned swan3. 

That King, young in age, lived in that city in happiness for a 
long time. He was happy, being free from the harden of the cares 
of his kingdom, since he had (already) conquered the whole wide 
world. His two feet were kissed by the rows of the crowns of the 
numerous kings who came (to him) from other continents (and paid « 
him homage). Ho bore on his arm the weight (i.*-, burden) of 
the world quite easily, as if it were (as light as) a bracelet. 
He was surrounded by ministers, who laughed to scorn by their 
own (great) wisdom, even Brihaspati, the adviser of the gods : they 
were many (in number) and hereditary (in appointment) , their minds 
were refined by ( the study of ) works on Polity which they had 
thoroughly mastered 1 they were free from greed, affectionate, 
and wise. The King found pleasure in the company of princes ; 
these were of his own age, attainments, and decorations; they 
were boro of varions families of crowned kings ; their intellect had-< 
been developed by the study of all the various arts ; they were 
exceedingly intelligent ; they knew the proper occasion (for any 
work) ; their hearts loved valour j they were skilled in joking 
without (descending to) vulgarity ; they could read (feelings) 
thoughts and outward features ; they were experts in such acts as - 
the composition of poems, plays, tales, and romances, in drawing, 
and in the exposition (of texts), <fcc.; their shoulders, thighs and arms 
were very harj and^ lump ; they had frequently broken open (in 
battles) the br oad tem ples of the troops of the infuriated elephants of ' 
their enemies ; they were like cubs of lions (in valour) ; although 
(doing deeds of) valour was their sole delight, they conducted 
themselves with (due) modesty; (in short) they were so many 
reflections of his, as it were. And, although he was young in 
years and beautiful, he had something like hatred towards the 
delights of amorous sports, which his ministers wanted him to 
enjoy, as they desired that he should have issue ; (this hatred he 
felt because), owing to his extreme fondness for conquests and 
his extraordinary vigour, he treated the whole woman-kind A 3 of no 


1 Lit., * studied more than once.’ 
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-moment, like grass. And although he possessed a harem of ladies, 
who were bsautifnl, modest, nobly born, and captivating, and who 
by their enchanting beanty pnt to shame even the charms of Rati, 
(still) he had no inclination for enjoying the pleasure of the 
■company of women ; and, being surrounded by his friends, he passed 
his day (in various pursuits). (For instance) sometimes he was 
busy with music, himself having begun to play on the mfidamga 
drum, when his jewelled bracelets were constantly jerked about j 
and his jewelled ear-ornaments made a tinkling, jhaU jhan sound as 
■they were shaken about when he struck played upon) the instru- 
ment called gharghariki. 8ometimes he was occupied with hunting, 
emptying (desolating) the forests (of beasts of prey) by means of the 
showers of arrows incessantly discharged. Sometimes he composed 
poetical pieces, having called together a (critical) assembly of 
learned men. Sometimes he carried on discussions about the 
(various) Sastraa. Sometimes he listened to tales, romances, 
"histories and legends. Sometimes he amused (himself) with 
painting. Sometimes he played on the lute. Sometimes he 
waited upon the feet of the holy sages that came to see him 
And sometimes he offered (for being solved, the various literary 
puzzles known a9) akaharaehyutaka, matraehyutaka, bindumatt, 
Gidhachaturthaybda and Prahaliki. And. just as he spent his 
day, so too he spent his night, in the company of his clever 
friends who started various games and played jokes. 

*• Once, when the divine Sna (/»!. he who has a row of one 
thousand rays), who opens the closed petals of young lotuses, had 
but recently risen (fir. had not ascended to any great distance in 
the sky,) and had (therefore) only slightly abandoned the redness 
(of its orb), the female door-keeper, who was (so majestic that 
ehe was) as if the guardian-deity of the kingdom in bodily form, 
approached the Xing as he sat in the Oouncil-hall. The door- 
keeper, on whose left side hung a sword against the common 
practice of women -folk, was in appearance terrible as well as 
attractive, like a sandal tree with poisonous snakes upon it. 
Her broad breasts were whitened with a thick paint of sandal paste, 
and she was (therefore) like the (celestial) river Mandakini, with 
the round temples of (the elephant) Airivata emerging (from its 
stream.) Under the gaise of her reflection in (their) crest-jewels, 
she was borne on their heads by the kings (who were present there), 
as though she were the embodied behest of (their) sovereign. Like 
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autumn', she wore a garden t white like swans', Like the edge of 
Parasurima’s axe 1 , she captivated (the mind^ of) kings 

assembled (there). Like the ground 1 in the forests about the 
Yindhya mountain, she carried a cane staff. Having placed her 
knees and lotns-Uko hands on the ground she thus addressed (the 
King) with (due) humility—" Sire, a Chindiia girl, who has come 
from the southern country and who is, as it wefe, *ke regal glory, 
thrown down by the exclamation * hua f * of the ungtJ g°^ fndra, of 
King TriSanku, as he was ascending to the world of gods, is at the 
door. Taking np a parrot confined in a ca£e she requests Your 
Majesty (in these words) — • Like the ocean. Y 0Qr Majesty is the 
sole repository of all the jewels (i.«., excellent things) on the whole 
snrface of the earth : this bird, too, is a standing wonder and a 
jewel on the surface of the whole earth : With this thought I have 
come to the feet of Yonr Majesty, and wish to £ E joy the pleasure of 
seeing Yonr Majesty’ Having heard this, Yonr Majesty may 
decide what to do ”. Saying this the door-keeper paused. Now 
the King, in whom cnriosity was aroused, looked at the faces of the 
princes who were near him, and gave an order with the words — * 
* Where is the harm ? Let her be nshered in.’ 

■\ Then the door-keeper got up (from the ground) after the King 
had said this, and brought in that Ohlndila gt f l- ‘The latter, on 
entering, saw the King Seated in the midst of thousands of (other) 
■kings, he appeared like the golden mountain (Mem), surrounded 
by the Knla-mountains who had crowded together for fear of the 
thunderbolt (of Indra, their enemy). Having his limbs covered 
with clusters of the rays of the numerous jewelled ornaments (worn 
by him), he appeared like a day in the rainy season, when all the 
eight quarter-regions are covered with thousands of rain-bows. He 
was seated on a conch of CAanL-aiaaSa stones, under not a very 
extensive canopy of silk, which (canopy) had large festoons of pearls 
hanging down from it, which had four jewelled pillars girt with 
golden chains, and which was white like a sheet of foam of the 
celestial river (Gauges). Over him were waved many ehoteriiM with 
gold handles. He had rested his left foot on <t marble foot-stool, 
which looked as if it were the Moon bending down (to him) after 
his humiliation at the victory of the beauty of the (king- 7 ®) face, 
1 'Which has 'its sky white with (flying) swan*.’ 
t 'Which had subjugated the whole circle of K'hatrivs princes.’ 

- 3 'Which abounds in cane-plants.* 

K. T. 2 
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with its flashing lustre, (over his own — Moon’s — beauty) He looked 
beautiful with the numerous rays of tha nail3 of his feot, which 
(rays) were darkened on account of their contact with the brilliance 
of the pavement of the Indrantla gems (sapphires), and which, 
therefore), appeared os if soiled by the sighs of his enemies bowing 
down (at his feet) Looking handsome with his two thighs made 
red with the rays of the padmaraga gems (rabies) flashing forth from 
his seat, he was like Vishnu with his two thighs reddened with 
the blood of the ( demons ) Madhu and Kaitabha killed recently 
(by him). He wore a pair of silken garments, which were white 
like the foam of nectar, whose borders were decorated with couples 
of swans painted with the gorochani dye, and whose ends flattered 
in the breeze produced by the beautiful ehowrUi (waved near him). 
As bis chest was whitened with exceedingly fragrant sandal pasto, 
with ornamental marks of saffron made over it, he looked like the 
( white ) K&ilisa mountain with patches of the ( reddish ) morning 
sunlight fallen over it here and there. His face was encircled 
by a necklace ( of pearls), as if by the row of stars mistaking it 
(». «. his face) for another moon. The tops of his arms were 
clasped by a pair of armlets (Ktydrat) made of sapphires, giving 
one the impression of their being the chains of rings to hind 
down the very fickle royal fortune, as if by two snakes, attracted 
there by the fragrance of the sandal pasto. Lotoses hung down 
a little from his ears. His nose was high and his eyes were like 
fnlly opened lotnses. His forehead was broad like a belt of 
burnished gold ; it was in shape like the half-moon on tho eighth day 
(of the lunar fortnight) ; it had been hallowed with the water (of 
the sacred ritnal) when he was crowned King of the entiro world ; 
and it had the (anspicioas) line of d(Jwny hair (between the eye- 
brows.) Wearing on his head a very fragrant garland of the 
Milati flowers, he looked like tho western mountain with a cluster 
of stars (ob9orved os) lying on its summit at dawn. Having his 
limbs lit up with me yellow-red brilliance of his ornaments, he 
looked like Onpid having the fire (from tho third eye) of Siva 
adhering to (i.e. blazing on) his body. He was surrounded by 
courtesans who stood near him, looking as if they were tho 
quarter-ladies come to wait upon him from all sides. As his 
whole body lay reflected in the pavement of pure (transparent) 
jewels, he appeared as though ho was being borne on her heart 
by tho Earth, out of love for her lord. His body was 
embraced by (».«. was visibly permeated with) Regal Glory, who. 
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although aha k*d been made available for enjoyment to nil hia 
people, was still not commonly* available. Although he had 
innumerable servants (in attendance), still he was without another 
person* (near him). Although be had an army of countless 
elep han ts and horses, still his sole ally wa3 his sword. 1 2 3 4 Although 
he was stationed only in one spot, still he pervaded the whole 
world.* Although occupying the throne, still he was seated* on 
his bow. Although the fuel in the form of his enemies had all 
been exhausted (finished) still the fire of his valour burned (as 
brightly as ever). Although his eyes were longest retching), 
•till his sight was short.* Although he had great dosha* 7 * * 10 11 12 (faults), 
still he was the abode of all merits Although he was htpatp (a 
bad husband), still he vras loved by his wives. Althongh his dina 
(ichor) flowed continuously.* still he was without r 6 tada (rut).* 5 
Although he had the purest nature, still his deeds were black." 
And, although he had no haras (hands) 13 still the whole world lay 
in his hand (i. was thoroughly under bis control). 

-* And having seen him, she (the Ch4pdila girl), while still at a 
distance, took a bamboo-^tiek. whose end-portion had worn away 
(or was shattered), in her hand, the jewelled bracelets of which were 
tinkling and which was delicate like a petal of the red lotus; and she 
more than once struck (with it) the pavement of that hall, in order 
to rou3B (the attention of) the King. So that, immediately, all that 
company of princes simultaneously turned their faces aside on 
account of that sound of the bamboo-stick, like a troop of wild 
elephants at the rustling of the tala trees ; and. taking off their eyes 

1 This i« apparent contradiction, which is to be removed bv 
understanding it in its real sen»e as well, which is — 1 was unparalleled 
(in splendour).* 

2 Kea! sense, ‘he was matchless.’ 

3 Since the elephants Ac. were unnecessary to him , be him«elf~ 
was so fcrare. 

4 That is, by his all.reachicg fame; or by his prowess. 

5 Belied or depended for success on his bow. 

6 ‘his observation was subtle and minute. * 

7 * long arms. * 

b • lord of the Earth. ’ 

0 * he continuously made gifts. ’ 

10 *be was n«Te* proud. ’ 

11 ‘were (as praiseworthy) a* thc«e of (Vishnu). ’ 

12 * levied no taxes. 1 
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from the face of the King (Sadraka), they turned their faces 
towards her. 

^ While the door-keeper was pointing her out (to the 
King), after she had instructed ( the girl ) with the words, 
•* Look from a distance,’ the King .observed her, with unwink- 
ing eyes (t. t, he gazed at her long and steadily). In her front 
stood a male attendant ; his head had become whitened on 
account of advancing age ; the corners of his eyes were like red 
lotuses ; as he had constantly taken physical exercise, his bodily 
joints had not (yet) become loose, in spite of his being no longer 
young ; although he was a Ctend&la (by caste), his appearance 
was not so very ferocious ; he had put on a respectable dress, and 
was clad in a white garment. Behind her walked a young 
ChSndila boy, who had locks of hair which were very much 
dishevelled, and who carried a cage which, although made of 
golden bars, appeared as though it was made of emeralds, having 
been tinged dark-green by the complexion of the parrot inside. 
Being dark, she as though imitated the divine Vishnu when he 
had decked himself in the fine attire of a lovely woman, ns a 
disguise, for carrying off the nectar which had been seized by 
'the demons. She (also) looked like a moving doll of sapphires.^ 
Having her body olad in a dark cloak which hung down as far as 
her ankles, and wearing above (».*., over her head) a veil of red 
cloth, she looked like a place full of blue lotuses with the evening 
sunlight fallen over it. Having her round cheek whitened by 
the hue of the Dantojxittra ornament placed on one of her ears, 
she looked like the night whose face (early part) is illumined by 
the rays of the rising moon. Having formed, as it were, a third 
eye (on her forehead,) by means of the Tilaia mark made with 
the slightly-tawny GonehanS dye, she looked like the goddess 
Parvnfi who had put on the dress of a Kiritl (mountaineer) after 
Siva had assumed the same garb. She was like the goddess 
Laksbmi darkened by the lustre of Vishnu’s body enveloping 
her on account of her residence on his chest-region. She was like 
Rati, darkened by the smoke from (the body of) Madana being bnrnt 
by the fire (from the third eye) of the wrathful Siva. She was 
like the river Taman* who had run away, being afraid of being 
dragged by the plough of Bslarima under the infiuence of liquor- 
Having her lotus-like feet dyed with leaf-like lines of very thick 
.liquid Pindalahala dye, she appeared like Pirv&ti with her feet 
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reddened by the gore of the demon Mahishs killed recently by 
her. As the lustre of her nails wa3 reddened by that of her 
slightly crimson toes, she appeared as if she were walking on the 
surface of the earth, haring spread over it bits of tender leaves, 
not being able to bear the touch of that Tory hard, jewelled 
pavement. As her body was coloured by the reddish mass of the lustre 
shooting upwards from the precious stones on her anklets, she 
looked as if her body had been embraced by the god of Fire, who, 
caring solely for beanty and disregarding (the arrangement of) the- 
Oreator, wanted to pnrify her caste. The region of her hips was 
girt by her circular zone, which wa3 like the water-basin-at-the-root 
for the creeper in the form of her line of hair (rising vertically 
from her navel), and which looked like the XakshatraniH orna- 
ment on the head of the elephant in the form of Cupid. Her 
neck was encircled by a bright necklace made of very big pearls, 
as though it were the (white) stream of the Ganges (embracing 
her round the neck) under the impression that she was the (dark) 
river Yamuni (her friend). Like autumn, she had eyes which 
resembled full-blown lotuses’. Like the rainy season, she had a 
thick mass of hair 1 * 3 . Like the slope of the Malaya mountain, she had 
a sandal-leaf for her * ear-ornament. 1 Like the string of the (27) stars, 
she was adorned with wondrous ear -ornaments. 4 Like the Goddess 
Lakshin!, she had the beauty of lotuses (visible) in (the delicacy 
of) her hands 5 6 . Like a swoon, she (was *pftfTl?UTT i.e. ) captivated the 
heart. 1 Like a forest ground, she w*3 (3T*tcT5*Jo »•*.) endowed with 
flawless beauty 7 8 . Like a celestial damsel, she was ( 3 ^ 3*1 q j) born 
of a low caste.* Like sleep, she seized (charmed) the (beholder’s) 
eye (gaze). Like a silvan lotus-plant, she wa3 sullied hr her 
CMndala parentage.* like a formless thing, she wa3 beyond the 
pale of touch. Like a figure in a picture, the only purpose she 
could serve was that of being seen. Like the abundant blossoms- 

1 (With autumn) — ‘which has the full-blown lotuses for its eyes.’ 

t (With the rainy season) — ‘had the clouds for its mass of hair.* 

3 (With Mai.) — was decked with the foliage of the sandal trees.’ 

4 (With stars) — ‘adorned with the constellations, ChitrJ, S'ravaol 
and Bharana.’ 

5 (With Lakshmi) — *h*d a beautiful lotus in her hand.’ 

6 (With swoon) — ‘which destroys consciousness.’ 

7 (With ground) — “was full of Aktha trees.* 

8 (With damsel) — *not stationed on the Earth.’ 

f (With lotus -pi ant)— ‘Despoiled by a troop of elephants.* 
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in the month of Ohaitra, she liftd do jati (casta ). 1 Like the thin, 
flowery bow of Cupid, her middle was (bo thin as to be) capable 
of being grasped by the fist. Like the regal splendour- of 
Kubera, the lord of the Yakshas, she was resplendent with 
her (lovely) hair/ She had recently attained youth, and her form 
possessed excelling beauty. 

And the King, who was struck with wonder, (thus) thought 
in Jus mind — “Oh, the effort of the Creator to produce loveliness 
in an improper place ! For, if he (at all) did create her, who by 
her loveliness has put to shame the richness of beauty of everything 
else, why did he give her birth in a family from which the 
pleasure of embrace and enjoyment is removed («.«., prohibited)? 
And, methinks, the Creator must have created her without 
(actually) touching her being afraid of the crime of touching a 
person of the CAindala caste. Otherwise, how (comes) this 
perfection (til., unimpaired etate) of Joveliness ? For finch 
cannot be the splendour of limbs that have suffered by the 
touch of. the palms of hands. Fie, fie npon tho Creator who brings 
about incongruous unions, since this girl, although she is exceedingly 
attractive in form, gives pain by reason of her being born in 
a ferocious race and thus being one, union with whom is ever 
condemned, like the regal Glory of the demons, which, though 
charming, gives pain because, it ever speaks ill of the gods,” 
While the King was entertaining such and other similar thoughts, 
that girl saluted the King, like (i «., as gracefully and boldly as) 
a grown-up lady, the sprout which she wore as an ear-ornament 
Slightly becoming displaced (as she bowed down). And after she 
had Baluted and taken her seat on tbo jewelled pavement, that male 
(attendant of hers) took that bird as it was, confined within 
the cage, and, approaching a little nearer, offered it to the King, 
saying — “Sire, here is this parrot named Vaisampfiyana. Jlo 
knows the doctrines of all the Sastras 5 he is expert in applying 
•(the rales of) Polity ; he is skilled in relating stories from 
mythology and history ; he has mastered the (twenty. two) S'ruiii of 
Music ; he has studied, and has himself even composed, unnumbered 
excellent literary works such as poems, plays, romances and tales ; 
he is proficient in making witty speeches ; he is a peerless 
connoisseur of all the varieties of musical instruments, such as the 

1 . (With blossoms)— 1 ‘the Jilt flowers.* ’ “ 

2. (With sjlendoor) — ‘ who shone in the city of AUkl.’ 
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lute, the pipe and the drum ; he is proficient in the exhibition and 
(critical) appreciation of dancing; he is a past master in the art 
of painting ; he ia skilled in the art of playing for stakes . he 
knows the ways of conciliating damsels when angered in love- 
quarrels ; he can interpret the (physiognomical) signs of elephants, 
horses, men and women ; (in short) he is the (one) jewel on the 
face of all this globe. And considering that yonr Majesty is the 
(proper) receptacle— as is the Ocean— of all jewels, the Daughter 
of onr Chief has brought him with her and ha3 come to the 
presence of Tour Majesty’s (worshipful) feet. May he, therefore, 
be (accepted and) made yonr own. 1 ' With these words he placed 
the cage before the King and withdrew. 

19. And when he had moved away, that snpremely eminent bird 
tamed his face towards the King, and, lifting up his right leg. 
he (first) nttered the words of Victory with a voice in which the 
letters, accents and grammatical purity were very clearly observ- 
able ; (and then) he recited this Arya with reference to the King:— 

'•Bathing in tears, and being stationed Tery near the fire in 
the form of the grief in the heart, and completely abandoning 
food’, the breasts of your enemies* wives are, as it were, observing 
a vow.” 

As the King listened to it, he was filled with wonder, and 
ho spoke joyfully to his minister, named Knmlrapilita. who was 
near; (this minister) was seated on a very costly golden seat; like 
Brihaspati, the preceptor of the gods, he had thoroughly mastered 
the whole science of Polity ; he was very much advanced in age, was a 
Brahmana (by caste), and was the chief among the circle of all the 
royal counsellors. (The King said) — “You hare listened to tins 
bird’s clear pronunciation of letters and to the sweetness of his 
voice. In the first place, this itself is a great wonder that he 
mtters a speech whose syllables are perfectly distinct, wherein the 
•different lettere have not been mured up (with each other in 
pronunciation), which exhibits a (harmonious) combination of long 
rowels, nasals and (general) grammatical purity end which (also) 
.possesses (other) peculiar excellences. And then again, this is another 
wonder that, even though a bird, he can deliberately set about a 
matter in which he is interested, like a cultured human being. For 
instance, be lifted up his right leg, uttered the words of victory 

1 Meaning *1*0, • co longer wearing pearl-necklaces * (as their 
'husbands are now no more.) 
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and sang with reference to me that Arya with the clearest (pro- 
nunciation of) syllables. Generally, birds and beasts are capable 
of knowing only fear, eating, copulation, sleep and signs. (Hence) 
thi 9 is a great wonder.” When the King had said this much, 
Knmarapalita, with a gentle smile on his face, said to him — 
“Sire, what is wonderful here ? For, Your Majesty is already aware 
that (all) these various kinds of birds, parrots, tarilat and others, 
can repeat words as they have heard them. It is (therefore) no 
great wonder if in that respect there should be a' special excellence 
produced (in a particular bird) as a result of training received in some 
former birth or on account of the labours of some person (who may 
have taught it). There is another thing (also) . Even these (birds) 
formerly possessed, like human beings, a speech which could 
produce the clearest sounds. Owing, however, to the curse of 
Agni, the parrots had their utterance rendered indistinct, and the 
elephants had their tongues tnmed backwards.” Just as he was 
saying this, there arose the sound of conches (being blown) at 
mid-day, following the loud noise of drams beaten at the close of 
a n&dU a\ and announcing that the hot-rayed San had ascended the 
middle of the sky. And, having heard it, the King dismissed 
all those kings and got up from the assembly-hall, as the time o < 
his bath had approached. 

I*- -And when the King got up, there was a tremendous confusion 
amon*. the other kings, who also got up; they were desirous of making 
their salutations at (the time of) departure, each one anxious to- 
be before everyone else ; (and thus) their 9ilken garments were 
torn by the sharp edges of fish-like figures engraved (in relief) in. 
leaf-like lines on their armlets which were shaken as they (i «. 
the kings) jostled in great haste against one another, the garlands 
ronnd their necks swinging owing to their movements ; they rendered 
the directions yellowish red owing to the dust of the perfumed 
powder mixed with saffron flying up (being rubbed off) from their 
shoulders ; swarms of bees rose up from their chaplets of malati. 
flowers, which were (now) shaken ; their cheeks were kissed (».«. 
touched) by the lotuses on their ears, which now dangled half way 
downwards ; (and) their pearl-necklaces danced on their breasts. 
That audience-hall was as it were stirred on all aides by the 
tinkling of the jewelled anklets the jewels of which sounded at 
every step and which was mixed up with (or jarring like) the" 


1 One n4ihV4 = twenty-four minutes. 
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cackling of' old swans intoxicated by drinking Iotns honey, — of 
thechawrie-bearera who poured ont here, there and everywhere, plac- 
ing the cAotcriti on their shoulders : by the ehanning/AaTj sound of 
the girdles of courtesans moving here and there, the 
jewel-strings of which (girdles) made a sound as they struct against 
their broad 'hips i by the mixed cries of the geese in the 
oblong wells (or tanks) attached to the pala'e, which were 
attracted by the jingling of anklets and which had whitened the 
boards (forming the steps) of the atair-case that led up to the 
audience-hall ; by the cry of the domestic «-oia birds (cranes) 
that were excited on hearing the sonnd of girdles and were (there- 
fore, crying the more loudly, the cry thus booming prolonged 
like the harsh, piercing sound (trtniira) given out by bell-metal 
when scratched (or, grated,; by the sonnd. which shook the earth 
as it were and which was as deep as that of the thunderbolt (or of 
the contending winds), of the (floor of the) audience-hall as it was 
struck by the feet of hundreds of princes who were moving in 
great harry; (and. also) by the words of greeting. «•»:,< L o 
Behold” uttered loudly in a graceful manner by the door-keepers 
who carried stag s ^ad .who hurriedly pnshed wide the people be- 
fore them, ( words 1 ) which were shrill and prolonged, and 
which became yet more prolonged a? their echoes reveberated 
through the .vaults of the various mansions and palaces ; ( and 
also) by the sonnd of the jewelled pavement as it was scratched 
by the sharp edges, which were rendered jagged by the projecting 
ends (or sticks) of pure gems, of the diadems of kings who were 
saluting (the Emperor) and whose crest-jewels dangled about as 
their heads were bent down in haste ; (and also) by the tinklin<* 
• of their jewelled ear-ornaments which were tossed about in the 
act of lowing and which made a ringing {ran ran) sound as 
they rolled off on the Tery hard jewel-pavement; ( and also ) by 
ths din, which followed the agreeable cries of * Victory ! Lon*- 
live (the King !)’, and which completely filled all the quarters, of 
panegyrising bards who walked in front ; — (and also) by the hem. 
of bees as they rose np from the clusters of Bowers through fear 
due to the commotion caused by hundreds of feet of the movin'’’ 
crowd; (and also) by tbe Sonnd of jewelled pillars whose string* 
of jewels made a ringing clatter as they were struck with the points 
of their armlets by the kings who moved about with exceedinrfv 
quick strides in their hurry. 

K. T. 3 
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^ \.Then, having dismissed all those kings, King Sudraka per- 
sonally asked that ChSn.di.la girl to rest, and ordered the betel- 
hox-carrying maid to take Vaisainpayana to the inner apartment ; and 
himself went inside, being accompanied by a few intimate princes. 
And, having taken off all his ornaments, and (therefore ) looking 
like the Sun ehom of his innumerable rays, or like the expanse 
of the firmament without the moon and the clusters of stars, 
he went to the gymoasium place which was provided with all 
the necessary apparatus for physical exercise. And there he 
took light physical exercise in the company of princes of his 
own age. Bis body was (then) adorned with lines of drops of 
perspiration breaking out through exertion, which on his cheeks 
appeared as lovely as the tofts of slightly opened tinihuvara 
flowers ; which on hi3 breast resembled a cluster of pearls dropped 
down from the necklace broken in his strenuous exercise; and 
which on his broad forehead looked very tnnch like the drops of 
nectar oozing out from the surface of the half-moOn on the eighth 
day of the lnnar fortnight. Then his path being pointed out to him 
by his attendants wbo were quick in bringing bathing materials and 
who were running before him from the different parts of the palace, 
and by the staff-bearers wbo performed their customary duty of 
pushing aside (the people in the way), although at that moment 
there were few persons ( moving abont) in the royal palace, 
he went to the bathing-place; it had a white canopy 
stretching over it ; many bands of ehiroUai had arranged them- 
selves in a circle round it; it had in its middle a water-vessel 
made of gold and filled with scented water ; in it was provided a 
crystal seat for bathing ; and it was adorned with bathing pitchers 
placed in one corner, which were filled with very fragrant scented 
water, whose tops were rendered dark by the swarms of bees 
attracted thereto by the pleasant smell, and which, therefore, 
appeared as though they had their tops covered with dark pieces of 
cloth for fear of (i. «. as a protection against) heat. After the 
King, who had his head besmeared with the fragrant amalaha 
fruit crushed with their hands by courtesans, had stepped Inside the 
.(large) water-trough , courtesans, who were to give him his bath, 
stood up (in a circle) around him, with water-pitchers in 
their hands, like so many goddesses come there to crown him ; 
-they had tightly girt up their breasts and waists with their 
garments ; their creeper-like arms had their armlets pushed high np; 
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they had thrown up (y., behind their ears) ear-rings ; and they had 
pushed a3jde their hair from the region of their ears. 
And at that time, when the King had entered into the water and 
was surro traded by those (courtesans) having lofty breasts 
resembling the round temples of elephants, he appeared as beauti- 
ful as a wild elephant surrounded by female elephants. And 
rising from the water in the water-trough, he got upon a bathing- 
slab, which was white on account of the pure crystal (of which it 
■was made), just as god Yaruna rides the swan (who is white like 
pure crystal)- And then those courtesans bathed the King, one 
after another ; some (of them), who were darkened by the lustre 
of the jars of emerald, looked like Iotus-plant3 in bodily form, 
(bathing him) by means of vessels of leaves ; some, holding silver 
pots in their hands, were like nights (bathing him) with the liquid 
moonlight streaming forth from the orb of the fall moon ; some, 
whose bodies were wet with the perspiration produced by the 
fatigue of lifting the jars, were like water-nymphs (bathing him) 
with the waters of holy places with crystal jsrs ; some resembled 
the streams on the Malaya mountain, (bathing him) with water 
^ mixed with sandal juice : some, whose leaf-like (i.v., tender and 
red) hands were placed on the sides of lifted j'ars, and the clusters 
of rays of whose nails were spread (over them), were like the 
(mechanical) female figures on water-fountains pouring forth jets 
of water through all the interstices between their fingers ; and 
others, who bathed him with saffron-water, having golden jars in 
their hands, looked like (so many) deities presiding over the day, 
(bathing him) with morning sunshine brought there (by them) in 
order to remove his cold. And then there arose, piercing as it were 
the auditory passage, a most tumultuous din of conches blown at 
the bathing time (of the King) that was being accompanied by the 
sound of many shrill-sounding drums that were then beaten, and of 
cymbals, tabors, flutes, lutes, and songs, mixed with the utterances 
of troops of panegyrist and bards, (and thus) pervading all the spaces 
in the world. 

* “IY- And having in this manner duly completed his bath, he pat 
on a pair of clean, white garments which were as light as the 
•sloughs of snakes ; then he, whose body was purified by being 
cleansed with water, looked like a portion of the sky in the 
-autumn (where the space looks white on account of the watsr 
-ha-ring been rained off) ? his head was then wrapped with a piece of 



20 


[pp. 33-34. 


light silken cloth, snowy like a patch of an exceedingly white 
cloud, and he (thus) looked like the Himalaya monntain (surround- 
ed at the top) by the stream of the celestial river (Gauges); he 
then made offerings of waters to his manes, and having Saluted 
the Sun with a handful of water followed by (the recital of) 
sacred verses, he repaired to the Devsgriha (idol- sanctuary). And, 
having (there) performed the worship of Siva, he issued forth 
from it and observed the (customary) worship of Fire; then in 
the room set apart for toilet, all his body was anointed with 
sandal-paste which was rendered (the more) fragrant with the 
perfnmes of musk, camphor and saffron, and whose odour was 
closely followed by hamming swarm3 of bees ; then, having put 
on a chaplet of fragrant maloti flowers, he changed his garments j 
and, wearing only his jewelled ear-rings, the king took his meal in 
the company of the princos that were accustomed to dine with him, 
feeling delighted by the tastihg of the flavours (articles of food) he 
had a relish for. 

Having dined, he smoked a cigar of fragrant drugs, performed 
the Achamana, chewed the roll of betel-leaves, and got up from 
that place which had a glittering pavement of precious stones ; 
then taking the support of the arm extended by the door-keeper who 
was standing at no great distance, and who now hurriedly ran 
forward, he repaired to the audience-hall, being followed by his 
servants privileged to move abont in the innei^ apartments, and 
whose bands had palms which resembled full-grown new leaves 
oo account of the constant necet3ity of holding the cane-staff. 
The audience hall look ed ns if it posse ssed walls built of crystal- 
rocks, because its borders were surrounded by curtains of white 
silk *, its jewelled pavement was sprinkled over and cooled with, 
fragtant sandal-water, mixed withvery sweet-smelling niusk ; it 
was everywhere bestrewn with offerings of flowers scattered 
thickly, ns though they were clusters of stars in tho eky in the 
form of the bright, jewelled pavement ; it was beautified with a 
number of pillars which wore made of gold and wasned with 
scented water, and which, having numerous doll-shaped figures 
engraved on them, appeared as if they had the house-hold deities 
present (oa their sides); iu the hall there was a very persistent 
odour of the smoke of aloe wood; and in it was a platform on 
which was placed a (large, whitej^beu resembling a flat rock on the 
mountain Him&laya this bed looked like a small cloud turned 
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white on account of its having shed all its water : it had a counter- 
pane scented with the fragrance of flowers ; a silt pillow was 
placed on that part of it where the head would lie; its legs rested 
on jewelled pedestals ; and a jewelled foot-stool was kept at its 
tide And there he sat on that bed, his legs being very gently 
shampooed with her two hands, as tender as yonng lotus-leave*, by 
his sword-carrying (attendant) maid, who had (for the time being) 
placed the long, thin sword on her lap and was (herself' seated on 
the ground. He sat there for about a ctuJ.irJa.’ talking of various 
things with his friends, with his counsellors, and with such kings 
as were usually granted audience at that time Then the King, in 
whom was aroused curiosity to question Vaisampayana about his 
history, ordered his door-keeper, who was at no great distance, 
(saying) — Bring Vaisampayana from the inner apartments and 
come here (with him)". She. placing her knees and palms on the 
ground, received with her (bent) head his order, with the words — 
“ As Your Majesty commands and did us she was bid. 

^ Then in a short while Vaisampiyana, whose cage was carried 
by the door-keeper, came (» t . was brought) into the presence of the 
King, being followed by the Chamberlain, who supported himself on 
a goldea cane-staff, the upper part of whose body was slightly 
stooping, whose body was clothed in a white robe, (Ibe hair on) 
whose bead was whitened by old age, whose voice was faltering, 
who walked very slowly, and who (therefore) looked as though he 
were an aged flamingo (lalahanta) (following Vaisampiyana) on 
account of lus affection for bird-kind. Then the Chamberlain, 
placing Ids palm on the ground (by way of obeisance), requested 
(i t , addressed) the King (in these words) — “ Sire, the queens 
say that this Vaisampiyana, who has bathed and taken his food, 
has now been brought, in accordance with Yonr Majesty’s orders , 
to Yonr Majesty's feet by the door-keeper When he had 
raid this and gone away, the King inquired of Vaisampayana— 
*' I hope yon have tasted some edibles to yonr liking, in the 
inner apartments He replied — ■“ Sire, what is it that I have 
not tasted? I have drnnk to my heart’s content the juice of the 
jon5a fruits, (the juice) whose colour is like that of the eyes of 
(lightly intoxicated enckoos, which is bluish red, and which is 
astringent and sweet (to taste). I have broken (i. t. eaten) the 
*e*di of pomegranates, whose colour resembled that of pearls moist 
1 Jf«tCeti=** period cf forty-eight aieutes.’ 
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■with the gore from the temples of elephants in rut, (temples) 
broken open by the claws of lions. I have crushed (f. e. eaten), as 
much as I wished, the fruit3 of praekinamalalt, which are green 
like lotus-leaves and sweet like grape9. Or, why should I (need- 
lessly) talk (thus) at length ? In sooth, everything that the 
queens offer with their own hands tastes like nectar.” — Gutting 
short the speech of him who was talking in this strain, the King 
said — “Well, let all this stand aside. You should (first) proceed 
to satisfy our cariosity. You should narrate from tho very 
beginning, and in detail ; — In what country was yonr birth ? How 
were you born ? Who gave you your name ? Who is your 
mother ? Who is your father ? How did you study the Vedas f 
How did you learn the sciences ? From whom did you acquire 
(your knowledge of) the arts? Did you remember (them) from a- 
former birth, or was it (on account of) the granting of some 
boon? Or is it that you are some person living (thus) in disguise, 
taking tho form of a bird ? Where have you dwelt hitherto ? 
What is your age? How came you to be confined in a cage? 
How came you to be in the hands of eh&ndila* ? And (finally), 
bow came you to be here?” Then Vaisampayana, who had been 
(thus) asked with great respect by the King himself in whom 
Curiosity was aroused, appeared to ponder lor a while, and then 
respectfully said — “Sire, it is a long story. If you feel carious, 
listen — 

*1 ^ There is (a forest) named Vindhyltavl. It extends ns far as 
the forests on tho shores of both the eastern and the westom 
oceans. Adorning the middle region, it is as though a girdle of the 
earth. It is rendered beautiful by trees, which have been nourished 
by the flow of liquid rut of troops of wild elephants, and which 
bear clusters of fully expanded white flowers looking, on account 
of the very great height (of the trees), as if they Were clusters of 
stars lying closo over their tops. The foliage of its pepper 
plants is nibbled by swarms of lurara birds chirping sweetly in 
their delight. It is redolent with the odour of tamala leaves 
crushed by the trunks of young elephants. It is covered with 
thick foliage which is delicately tinted like the cheeks of lera la 
women reddened under the influence of wine, and which (therefore) 
\oohs as i! it had been dyed with the wet alafoaHa paint on the 
feet of sylvan nymphs (dryad*) wandering in it*, It is adorned 
with bowers of creepers, which seem as though they were th* 
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dwelling mansions of the Forest Beauty ; the ground whereof is 
moistened with the juice of pomegranates eaten hy numerous 
parrots ; which are strewn with the leaves and the fruits fallen 
from laklola trees shaken by exceedingly restless monkeys ; which 
are dusty (or, the under-surface of which is covered) with the pollen 
of fiower3 incessantly dropping down ; in which there are beds 
of clove-foliage arranged (made) by travellers^ to sleep upon) ; the 
margins of which are surrounded by quite* fully grown niliitra 
tree3, the Ittalt, and larira plants and the lexzra trees ; and which 
are adorned with clumps of arica 1 trees encircled by tin Juf» creepers. 
It is darkened, without leaving any space, by an undergrowth 
of cardamom ( eta ) creepers having a rutty odour, as though it (» 
the undergrowth) is sprinkled over with the liquid ichor flowing 
from the temple-regions of elephants in rut. In it hundreds of 
lious are being sought to be killed by leaders of Sahxra hnntsmena- 
desirous of (securing) the pearls from the temples of elephants 
sticking to the ends of their claws* Like the capital city of Yama. 
the Lord of the dead, that forest is terrible oa account of Death, 
always present therein, and it is Infested with (wild) buffaloes'. 
Like an army ready for battle, it ho3 bees stationed oa laTln 
and asaM trees and is full of the roar of lions’. Like*Pirvati, it 
is frightful oa account of rhinoceroses wandering (at large in it) 
and is decked with the red sandal trees.’ Take the history of 
Karnlsuta, it is flanked by large mountains and is fall of hares.* 
Like the evening- twilight at the time of "World-destruction, it 
has peacocks dancing in it and is red with foliage*. Like the shore"* 
of the (Jfilky) Ocean from whieh nectar was churned, it is adorned 
with the S’ri (Bilva or Asvattha) trees and the diced grass/ like 
the rainy season. It is very dark (or, dark like clouds) and is decked 

1 (With city) — “ in which resides the Pcifafo (the vehicle of Tama).'’ 

2 (With array) — “ which has arrows fixed on hows, and is full of the 
rotr of war cries.” 

3 (With Pirvatf)— “Fierce on account of her flashing sword, and 
painted with red-sandal paste.” 

4 (With history) — “In which are met the causes of Vipu r t and 
Achala, ( his two friends ) and of §as'a, bis chief adviser.” 

5 (With twilight) — ** Wherein god Siva dances and whieh is red like 
foliage (on account of the glare of the uni reml eooflagraiioa).” 

6 (With the shore) — “Which is adorned with Lakah-ni and the 
Perijlta tree, and which has wine present there.” 
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with many hundreds of deep pools'. Like the orb of the moon, it is 
everywhere fall of troops of bears, and is tenanted by antelopes*, 
lake Royal Dignity, it is adorned with the fan-like hairy tails 
of the chamara deer and is fall of herds of elephants in rut * Like 
Parvati, the daughter of the mountain Himalaya, it possesses bare 
atem3 of tree9 and is infested by lions'. Like 8itJ, it produces 
riuantities of kusa grass, and is stalked by night-roaming beasts*. 
Like a beantiful woman, it wafts the perfumes of sandal and mnsk 
and is decked with fine aguru and ji/uts trees*. Like a lady full 
of (unsatisfied) longing, it is fanned by the winds blowing through 
different varieties of leaves, and possesses mctdana trees.* Like the 
neck of a child, it is adorned with a number of imprints of the 
claws of tigers, and is decked with rhinoceroses*. Like a drinking- 
room, it exhibits hundreds of honey combs’ and is bestrewn with 
many kinds of flowers. In some places, it looks like the time of 
Universal Destruction, its patches of ground being torn up by huge 
boars with their tusks. 10 In some places it looks like the capital 
city (Lailki) of the ten-faced Rivapa, being full of tall S'ala trees 
with branches broken by crowds of restless monkeys," In 9ome 
places It appears like a spot where a wedding has just taken 
place, being decked with green km' a grass, holy fuel, fl owers, and 

1 (With rainy seaaoo)— ” Dark with clouds decked with numerous 
flashes of lightning.” 

2 (With orb)— “followed by clusters of etar* and inhabited by (having 
the mark of) n deer.” 

3 (With Royal Dignity)—" adorned with ckoiariei (fit., fans made of 
the hairy tails of the Chamara deer) and guarded by troops of elephants in 
rut.” 

4 (With Pdrvatl) — *• united with S’iva and served by n lion.” 

5 (With Sill) — “ Who gave birth to KuS'a and Lava (her eons)_ and 
who via captured by the demon (Rkvarja) ’* 

6 (With woman) — " is decked with a charming tifcita mark of agurt t 
(on her forehead)". 

7 (With lady)— "fanned. with the breezes set in motion by mean# of 
different kinds of leaves (osed as fans), and full of love.” 

8 (With ceck)— "adorned with a row cf ornamente of liger’a nails, 
and with the gandala ornament”. 

9 (With drinking room)— ” Hundreds of goblets for drinking wine.” 

10 (With the time)—" When the round Earth ia lifted up on his tusk 
by the Great Boar.” 

11 (W»th City)—' 11 distressed on account of it« lofty buildings being 
destroyed by crowd*,” 4c- 
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S'am leaves. In some place* it is thick-set -with Kontale* (thorns — 
hair standing on end), as though it were terrified by the roar of 
defiant lions. In some places it is noisy with the cooings of 
(—prattling nonsense like—) swarms of cuckoos 1 , as though it were 
intoxicated. In some places, like one delirious, it rustled with 
the sound of tsla trees owing to the force of the wind (made a 
sound by clapping the hands under the influence of delirium), 
as though it were not on its senses. In some places it sheds 
down the leaves of tila trees, like a widow. 1 In some places it 
is overgrown with hundreds of ( beds of ) reeds, like a battle- 
field.* In some places it was full of thousands of n tiro tree*, like 
the body of (Iudra) the lord of gods.* In some places it i* 
dark with torja/n trees, like the body of Vishnu. 1 In some places 
it is infested with monkeys, like the flag on Arjnns's chariot*. 
In some places it is inaccessible, owing to hundreds of r*fa»a# 
( cane-plants growing there,), like the court-yard of a king.* In 
some places it is overgrown with hundreds of bamboos, like the 
ospital city of king Virata, 1 In some places it is full of deer 
having their eye-balls trembling (in fear) as they are being chased 
by hunters, like the beautiful sky.* In some places it possesses 
iui'a grass, Ctfra grass, fibrous roots, and barks, like a woman 
who has taken the vow (of ascetic life).' 5 Although it possessed a 
Tast, unlimited quantity of leaves, it is adorned with SapiaparTioi 
( seven leaves ) only. Although it is Ivrira.So.'trd ( of a cruel 
nature — infested with cruel beasts ), still it is resorted to by holy 
eages. And although it was full of flowers, 11 still it was holy. 

In it, and also lying within the confines of the Dandaka forest, 
there wa3 the hermitage of the great sage Agastya, which was 

I Ala meaning, ‘talking sweetly like cnckccs.’ 

'2 'Who no more wears the tala-palra ornament.* 

3 'Whitk is covered with hundreds of snows.’ 

4 ‘Which pos*es»es one thousand eyes.* 

5 ‘Which is dark (In complexion) like a tanAla tree.* 

6 'Which was occupied by the monkey (Hannmin).* 

7 ‘Which i* inaccessible owing to hundreds of cane-staCs ( wielded 
"by the docr-keepen to prevent undesirable persons from entering)*. 

8 'Which was foil of the hundred Klchakas ( warrior* so called )’. 

which the con*tellation MrigaJirsia, with its twinkling 
stars, is Icing followed from behind by the star called Vyldha.’ 

10 'Who weirs ragged garments woven from tvj'a grass, matted 
hair, and bark •clothes.’ 

II i. e. ‘in menstruation (when a woman in cnclean )’. 

K. T. 4 
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well known over the surface of the whole world, being ns though 
the birth-place of the divine Dharme.' — of Agastya who had drank 
oS all the water of the ocean at the request of Indra, the lord of 
gods ; whose command was not disobeyed even by the mountain 
Yindhya, who, envious of Hera, had raised in the aky thousands 
Of his formidable peaks and W!U (thus) trying to block the path 
through which lay the course of the Sun's chariot, disregarding 
(even) the entreaties of the whole assembly of gods; who ( Agastya ) 
had digested the demon Yatipi by the fire in his stomach; the 
dust of whose (Agastya’s) feet was touched by the edges of the 
shark-shaped figures (engraved) on the crowns of both gods and 
demons (who used to bow to hid), who is, as though he were, 
the tilaJta mark on the face of (the lady of) the Southern Quarter ; 
and whose prowess was manifested when he caused Kahusha 
to fall down from heaven ( merely ) by ( uttering ) the sound 
‘hum’ once. The hermitage was adorned with trees which had. 
watering- basins constructed ( at their root3, ) by Agastya’s wife 
I»Qpltaudra herself, and which were reared (hy her ) by sprinkling 
them with water from the cavity of her own hands, and which 
(to her) were not different from (f t. same as) her own children. 
It (the hermitage) wa3 sanctified by (the presence of) Agastya’s son, 
who was observing the vow (of a Brulimach&rin), who carried a 
jmlax'a staff, who had decked himself with the fri/m?!ora4a mark 
made (on the forehead) with sacred ashes, who was dressed In 
ragged garments (woven from the fibres) of ius'a grass, whoso 
waist was girt by a baud of ntm/a grass, who wandered for alms 
at (the door of) every hut, taking (with him) a bowl of green 
leaves, whose name was Dridhadasyu, and to whom hia father had 
given a second name, ri:. Idhmavlh* ( the Fuel-Bringer ), since 
he used to bring ( home ) enormous quantities of the holy fuel. 
Its boarders were darkened in every direction by grovel 
of parrot-green kaiali plants ; and it was encircled by the river 
Godivari flowing in a continuous stream’, as though she were 
following the path of (her lord) the Ocean that had been drunk up 
by that jar -bora sage (Agastya). 

In this hermitage, in the Pafichavati region, Kima dwelt hipplly 
fov tome time — lUma wh o renounced the kingdom forbeing faithful 

1 Religion personified. ~ ~ — — __ _ 

- 2 •'l.os'igge.tmg— < (i.fce a woman) who his tied her hair in one 
■ingle braid.” 

\ 
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to the promise (or, obeying the command) of Das’aratha, "who (after— 
wards) pat an end to the sportive play of the Royalty of ( the- 
ten-faced ) RAvaBs. and who — together with Siti — (dwelt here) 
attending on the great sage Agastya, (his brother) Iiakshmana 
having built (for him) an excellent hut of leaves. And although it 
has been vacant for a long time, even now the trees here appear as 
if they have, attached to them, the streaks of the smoke that issned 
(formerly) from the sacrifices offered by the sages to the fire, on 
account of their branches having motionless rows of grey pigeons 
lurking in them. (Even now) here flashes forth, on the tender 
leaves of creepers, a (carmine) colour, as though it had been 
transferred (to them) from the palm of SitA when (formerly) she was 
plucking flowers for purposes of worship. Here the sage (Aga3tya) 
has as if distributed, among the large fathomless pools lying near 
the hermitage, the whole body of the ocean-water which he had 
drunk and subsequently let out. Here even now the forest, with 
its new foliage, wherein the (tree-) roots had been (formerly) 
moistened with the copious blood of the armies of demons killed 
by the fall of countless sharp arrows of RAma, the son of 
Da3*aratha, appears as though its sprouts are coming out after 
having been saturated with that (red) colour. Even now here, the 
old deer, who were (formerly) reared by Siti, and whose horn-tips 
are now wrinkled on account of old age, when they hear in the 
rainy season the deep rumble of a bank of new clouds, are put in 
mind of the divine Rizna’s bow-twang, which filled all the space 
in the three worlds ; and, looking at all the ten quarters which 
they find vacant, they stop nibbling mouthfuls of young grass, 
their piteous eyes being dimmed by a continuous flow of tears. 
Here the golden deer enticed RAma to a very great distance and 
separated him from Siti, a3 though he ( — the deer — ) had been 
incited (to do so) by such deer in the forest as had been left after 
they had been killed incessantly by RAma in chase. Here RAma 
and Lakshmana. sorrowfully grieving at being separated from 
Siti, caused great fear in all the three worlds, when they were at 
once seized by the demon Kabandha , like the Sun and the Sloon 
seized (eclipsed) by RAhn, and (thus) portended the destruction 
of RAvana. Here the very long arm of the demon Xoj anahihu, 
which was cut off by an arrow of RAma, caused the sages to 
mistake it for the body of Nahnsha in the shape of a python, 
come there for the purpose of propitiating Agastya. And here is 
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-to be seen by the fo resters, even to this day, Siti, who was painted 
by her husband (R&ma) inside the hut to beguile the tedium of 
separation, as if (she is) coming up once again from the surface of 
the Earth, longing for a sight of Ritna’s dwelling-placo. 

And, not very far from that hermitage of Agastya. which 
was of this hind (as described above), and in which the old 
incidents are even now to he visibly seen (by any visitor), there 
is a late called Pamp&, abounding in lotuses, whose depth and 
extent are unknown (being so vast), which has no peer, and which 
is a treasure of (the very best kind of) water. It is like a 
vast second ocean created by the god Brahma in the vicinity 
of the hermitage of Agastya, being incited thereto by Vatu Ha out 
of malice towards the sags, incensed as he was at the latter’s having 
-drank the ocean. It Is a 5 though It were the sky itself fallen 
on the earth, the joints which held it hound to the eight quarters 
having been snapped at tho time of World-destruction. It is 
as though it were that cavity, (now) filled with water, which was 
mado when the round mass of the Earth was lifted up by the 
Primeval (Divine) Boar. Its waters are disturbed by tho plump 
'breasts of delighted S'olara women constantly bathing therein. 
In it are (always) blooming (various kinds of lotnse«, such as) the 
lutnudat, the luvalayat, and tho lahlarat. In it are formed (figures 
resembling) the circular spots on a peacock’s tail, on account of the 
drops of honey trickling from full-blown lotuses. In it the 
Saugandhila lotuses are darkened by swarms of bees (sitting upon 
them). There the impassioned tarata birds scream loudly ; the 
female swans cackle noisily, intoxicated by reason of their having 
drunk the honey of lotuses 5 the rows of big waves roll 
tumultuously, being agitated by hundreds of aquatic birds of 
various kinds moving about. It pours rain-showers (as it were) by 
means of the spray (discharged) from the tops of big waves tossed 
-up by the wind. It is made fragrant, with the flowers (dropping) 
from their massive hair at bathing-time, by the Sylvan deities that 
love to sport in watet and enter it fearlessly. It is charming on 
account of the bubbling (musical) sound of water (to be heard) when 
their gourds are being filled (in it) by the sages who enter it on one 
side. It is full of crowds of Mdara&o birds moving in the midst of 
-beds of full-blown lotuses and ( therefore ) recognizable ( only ) 
by their notes, being of the same colour (as the lotns03, and 
therefore indistinguishable from them). R s waves are whitened 
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bv the sandal-powder applied to the breasts of the wives of s'abartr 
chiefs, as they enter it for bathing. It has got a sandy shore (so 
to speak), formed by reason of the thick pollen of hHa£a flowers 
growing on its borders. It has its water near the shore reddened 
on account of the (red) eolour ol the bark-gannerts which are 
dipped and washed in it by the a'cetics coming there from the 
adjacent hermitages. It is fanned by the breezes set in motion 
by (or, blowing across) the foliage of the trees (growing) on its 
banks. Ita shores are thickly covered with lines of woods, which 
are darkened by the dense rows of lanala trees ; the creepers in 
which were lightned by their fruits being daily plucked by 
Sugriv3, who, having been turned out by (his brother) Valin, lived 
ou the mountain ^Lshyamuka and wandered therein \ which hear 
flowers which are used for divine worship by the ascetics (who 
practise penance by) standing in water , whose sprouts are delicate 
as they are sprinkled by the drops of water shed from the wings 
of aquatic birds as they fly up (from the water ); wherein numbers 
of peacocks begin dancing in a circle on the ground (i.«., bottom) of 
the bowers formed by ( overhanging ) creepers •, and which bear the 
fragrance of various (kinds of) flowers and (therefore) seem as if 
they have been perfumed by the breath of sylvan deities. Its 
water is constantly drunk by wild elephants, dark with a thick 
(coating of) mud, looking as though they were clouds descended 
(there) for taking in water, mistaking it (the lake) for another 
ocean. And there are to be seen pairs of CAaAravaAa birds 
floating in the middle, whoso wings are blackened by the lustre of 
expanded blue lotuses and which (therefore) appear as if they are 
even now stained by the curse of Kama in an actual (dark) shape. 

And on the western shore of that lotus-lake which is of the 
kind described above, and near the group of those (seven) ancient 
Tala trees which had been pierced ( formerly ) by the fall of Hani't 
arrow, there i9 a big, old S’alaali tree. It possessed, as it were, 
a large watering-basin built around its root, since it (the root) was- 
always encircled by an old python Tesemhling the large, long- 
trank of a quarter-elephant. It appears to be wearing an upper 
garment, as it were, by reason of the "sloughs of snakes which han<* 
(closely) from it3 lofty branches and which are tossed (to and fro) 
by the wind. On account of its numerous branches which spread 
out in all the spaces of the world and which seem to he takin<* the 
measure of all the (ten) quarters, it (the tree) appears as if it were 
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-trying to imitate the god (S'iva) who wears the crescent-moon for 
his tiara, when he spreads ont his thousand arms daring his violent 
dance at the time of World-destruction. It rests on the shoulders 
of the sty 1 , as if ont of fear of falling down, on account of its 
being very old. It is snrronnded by creepers going round its 
-entire body and standing aloft to a very great height, as thongh 
•they were its veins, which, in its old age, cover all its body and 
wre very prominently visible (on the outside). Its trunk is 
studded with (projecting) thorns, as though they were the moles 
spotting the body in old age. The region of its top is not seen 
aven by the masses of clonds which, like birds, rising to the sky 
from various quarters after having drunk the water of the ocean 
and being heavily laden with water, rest for a moment in the 
spaces between its branches, and wet its foliage with their 
water. On account of its extreme height, it (the tree) appears as 
thongh it were trying to gaze at the beauty of the Nandana 
Garden (in heaven) The branches at its top are whitened by 
clusters of cotton which are confounded (by the beholders) with 
flakes of foam falling from the corners of the month of the Sun’s 
chariot-horses, fatigued by the labour of going through the sky, and 
coursing just above it and at no great distance. It has a root 
capable of lasting to the end of the world, which on account of 
the rows of intoxicated beos lying upon the ichor sticking to it 
owing to its being rubbed against by wild elephants with their 
temples, appears to be indelibly fixed as it were by being fastened 
down with steel chains. It pulsates with life as it were by 
reason of the swarms of bees entering into, and hoTeriog round, 
its hollows. like ~ Dnryodhana,* it has flappings of the wings 
of birds visible (on its branches &c.). Like Vishnu 5 (lit. the lotus- 
na veiled god), it is encircled by rows of thickets. Like a bank 
of new clouds,* it raises its height in tho sky. It is as though it 
were a palace from which (i from whose terrace) the sylvan 
deities might look at the surface of the entire earth. It is as 
it were the sovereign lord of the Dandaka forest. It is as thongh 
the head chief of all the trees. It is as it were the bosom friend of 

1 Meaning, that It Is very tall. 

2 * In whom partiality far bis maternal node (3'akuni) was visible.’ 

3 * Who is encircled by the garland Posaw.Ud’. 

4 * Which mahe their appearance intV, n, 0Btb of svdrono.’ 
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the Vindhya mountain. And it stands np, embracing as it were 
(the lady in the form of) the Vindhya Forest, with its branches 
serving as arms. 

On it lived many families of parrot-birds that had come there 
(for residence) from various parts of the country ; as the tree was 
difficult to climb, they felt no fear of (their nests) being destroyed; 
and they had, without any misgivings, built thousands of nests 
at the ends of its branches, in the inside of its hollows, in the 
spaces of its leaves, at the joints of its stem, and in the gaps in 
its aged bark, (thus everywhere), as the tree afforded ample room. 
With those birds lying upon it, that tree, although its (originally) 
thick foliage had become sparse on account of its age, appeared by 
day and by night as thongh it were (really) darkened with a dense 
growth of leaves. And those parrot-birds U3ed to spend the night 
on that tree in their respective ne3ts and daily used to get np 
(in the morning) and scour the sky in arrayed lines in search of 
food. When they (thus) flew abroad, they appeared a9 though 
they exhibited in the sky the river Yamuni {lit., the daughter of 
Kalinda) flowing in numerous streams as it w»3 lifted up by the 
end of the plough of Balarima when tinder the influence of wine ; 
(in the mind of the beholder) they created an impression of their 
being the lotus-plants growing in the Heavenly Ganges, dropped 
down after being uprooted by the Celestial Elephant (Airavata) ; 
they made the aky look as if it were enveloped with the 
(greenish) lnstre of the horses of the Sun's chariot ; they 
.produced au imitation of a moving emerald floor os it were ; they as 
it were stretched, a mass of leaves of the S'aitala plants in the lake 
in the form of the sky; by reason of their wings spread out in the 
sky, they appeared to be as it were fanning, with the leaves of the 
iadali plants, the faces of the quarter- ladies pained by the hot 
mass of the Sun’s rays ; they seemed as it were to be constructing 
in the sky a long-stretching path formed of tender, green grass ; 
and they seemed to render the sky full of rain-bows as it were. 
Having eaten their food (outside), they used to again return ; and, 
by means of their beaks red like the ends of a tiger’s claws 
reddened with the blood of the deer killed by him, they gave 
-every day to their young ones in their nests, various kinds of 
fruit-juices and clusters or portions of the ears of lalama. rice ; and 
Jn that very tree they used to spend their nights, taking their 
;jonng ones under their wings, (tins) exhibiting their great and 



32 [pp. 4S-50 

unparalleled affection for their offspring, an affection that left far 
behind ( i- *. surpassed) love of every other sort. 

1 was somehow horn an only son— so fate willed it — to my 
father who lived with his wife in an old hollow (of the tree) and 
who was in the decline of life. My mother left for the next 
■world, being overcome by the extreme throes of child-birth at my 
own birth. Although grieved with the sorrow of having lost his 
beloved mate, my father, ont of love for (me) his son, suppressed 
within his mind his poignantly spreading grief even, and devoted 
himself solely to the task of bringing me np. He ’ was very 
much advanced in age ; he possessed wide wings, which resembled 
a tattered piece of garment of lut'a grass, which looked ragged 
owing to the very small number of old (worn-out) feathers arill 
remaining to them, which hang loose from his drooping shoulders, 
and which had lost the power of flying up. As his frame was 
(always) quivering, he seemed to be shaking off, as it wore, old age 
that had clung to his body and was giving him pain. Unable 
to, wander abroad, he, by means of his beak which was reddish 
like the stalk of the young S'ephalilS flower, whose outer edge 
had become glossy and blunt owing to its having (long) cut open 
tho cars of lalama, and the point of whose tip* was shattered, 
used again and again to bring the grains of rice (picked up) from 
ears of S'ali fallen (on the ground) from other nests, as also to 
collect tho bits of frnits which were nibbled off by the flocks of 
parrots and had fallen down at the root of the tree, and gave 
them to me and daily he himself dined on what was left aftor 1 
had eaten (my fill). 

Once, when the Moon, reddened with the flush of the early- 
dawn, was descending to the shore of the Western Ocean from 
the 1 s&ndy bank of the Heavenly Ganges, as though he wore an 
old (white) swan with wings reddened with the honey from the 
lotus-plant in the form of the sky when all the quarters Were 
(» the horizon was) becoming wider and wider, being whitish pale 
like the hair of a full-grown antelope when the numerous 
star*, which were like the flowers placed (as offerings of worship) 
on the pavement in the form of the sky, were being swept away 
by the elongated rajs of the (hot-rayed) Sun, as though by 
brooms made of thm shoots of (red) rubies, (the rays) being red 
like the hair of the mane of a Hon reddened with elephant’s 
blood, (or) red like the filaments given out by lac when it x* 

V 
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heated ; — when the group of the Seven Sages situated in the 
northern quarter (i e., the stars forming the constellation Ursa 
ilajor) were as it were descending to the shores of the Manass 
lake for offering (their) morning prayers ; — when the ‘Western 
Ocean manifested clusters of pearls, which, whitening its sandv 
beach, lay scattered in hollow pearl-shells lying open on the 
shore, and which looked as if they were the clusters of stars thrown 
downwards being swept away by the early Sun's rays ; — when the 
forest, which was shedding drops of dew, wherein the flocks of 
peacocks were now awakened (from sleep), where the hon3 were 
yawning (on being awakened), and where elephants in rnt were 
being roused by the troops of their females, was offering, with it* 
leaves serving 33 its folded hands, numerous flowers whose 
filaments were heavy with the weight of the night ’3 dew, as 
if for (the worship of) the Son now risen upon the top of the 
Cdaya mountain ; — when there appeared lines of smoke from the 
sacrifices offered to the fire in penance- groves, which (lines) were 
greyish like the hair of asses, which looked like the rows of 
doves (sitting) on the tops of trees that were the (residential} 
palaces of the sylvan deities, and which were as if the banners of 
Righteousness (flying on high); — when there blew a morning 
breeze, which was charged with dew-drops, which had ruffled lotus 
beds (in its course), which dried tho particles of perspiration (on 
the bodies) of S'ahara women fatigued with amorous sports, 
which carried with it drops of foam prodneed by the rumination 
of wild buffaloes, which was intently giving instructions in 
dancing to creepers whose leaves were fluttering (in it) ; which 
poured a thick spray of honey from the beds of lotuses which 
were (then) opening; which gratified the swarms of bees with 
the extremely sweet odour of the flowers (which it wafted), 
in which heaviness was prodneed at the close of the ni^ht and 
which was moving very gently ; — when there were issuing forth 
from the interiors of lotu*es the ‘£071 * sounds of bees which were 
as it were the bards (lit., reciters of auspicious verses) bu*v with 
awakening (i.e., opening) the lotos-beds, which were like the 
drums (producing sounds) on the temples of elephants, and whose- 
* wings were confined within the petals (of lotuses) now all firmlw 
closed np ; — when the wild deer, whose lines of hair on the bellies 
had become dusky (or gray) on account of their having slept on 
barren saline soil, were very slowly opening their eyes, which 
were beaten by the cold morning wind, in which the lines of 
K. T. 0 
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-eye-lashes seemed to have been stuck together with tho liquid 
of heated (melted) lac as it were, and whose pnpils were 
sqtuting as sleep was still loft in them when the foresters were 
roaming hero and there ; — when there arose the din, gratifying 
to the ear, of the swans in tho Pampa lake •, — when thero spread 
abont the charming sound of the flapping of the ears of wild 
elephants, which caused the flocks of peacocks to dance when 
the cluster of (the Sun’s) rays, red like the manjiahtha dye, 
began to look as tbongh tboy were tbe group of Chowriet serving 
as the pendent head-ornament of the elephant in the form of the 
gun who was now gradually advancing in his route across the 
sky •, — when slowly and slowly the divine Sun had come up;— 
•when tho morning sun fell all round upon the forest, appearing 
ns if it were tho monkcy-Ohief (Sngriva) onco again taking to the 
woods, ( the sun ) which spread over the tree-tops on the borders of 
the Pampa lake 1 , which occupied the peaks of hills*, which was bora 
of tho Sun,’ and which caused tho stars to disappear* ; — when the 
early dawn became clearer ;— when tho Sun shone brightly, having 
in no time as it were passed through the space of one-eighth part of 
the day whon the flocks of parrots had departed to the parts 
of tho quarters they wanted to go to ; — when that tree, although 
it was full of young birds lying still in their nosts, appeared 
as if empty on account of there being no noise (on it), — when 
my father was in his own nest ; — and when 1 whose wings were 
growing and who had got no strength being very young, 
was lying in the hollow near my father;— (at such a time) 
there suddenly rose up in that big forest the tumultuous noise of 
decr-hunt, frightening all the forest-living creatures ; the noise 
which was prolonged ( lengthened ) by the flutter of the wings of 
birds ns they hurriedly flew upwards ; which was made louder 
(Hi , fattened) by tho 1 Chit ’ sounds made by affrighted young 
elephants; which was swollen (!»!., fleshy) by the hum of swarms 
of intoxicated bees disturbed by the shaken creepers ; which jarred 
tbe louder on account of tbe grants of wild hogs that roamed 
about with their snouts raised up ; which was deepened by the 
roars of lions who were sleeping in the caves of mountains, and 

(1) (With Sngrl»») — ‘Who resided among the tree-tops' Ac. 

W (WiVa , &ogrt»*) — 'Woo inhabited the pests' ft c . 

(3) (With Sugrtrs) — *Wbo ws* the son of the San.’ 

(4) (With Bugrtvs)— 'Whose (wife) Tlrl was seized (by Vxifo}.’ 
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were (now) awakened ; which shook the trees as it were ; which 
was as mighty a3 the din made by the streams of the Ganges when 
it was being brought down by Bhagzratha ; and which was 
listened to by the Sylvan deities in terror. When I heard that 
noise, of a kind nerer heard before ( by me ), I was seized by 
tremor, and my ear-passages were deafened as I was very yonngj 
-overcome with fright, I entered ( with the object of protecting 
myself from that danger), the apace underneath the wings, loose 
on account of old age, of my father who was near (me). 

And afterwards I heard a din which agitated that forest and 
which was made by a very big crowd of men. whose bodies were 
hidden ( from me ) by a thicket of trees, and who. intent on 
chase, were vehemently shouting to one another thus-— ‘Here is 
the odour of the lotus-bed crashed by the leader of seme 
elephant-herd ’ Here is the sweet scent of the juice of the 
Ihadraausia grass being chewed by herd? of hogs ' Here is the 
smell of the juice of Sallali plants being broken by young 
•elephants ! Here is the rustling sound of dry leaves fallen ( on 
the ground ) ! Here is the dust of ant-hills razed by the esds^ 
' ( hard ) like adamant, of the horns of wild buffaloes ' Here is a 
herd of deer ! Here is a troop of wild elephants Here is a herd 
-of wild hogs ! Here is a herd of wild buffaloes ! Here is ( heard ) 
the cry of a flock of peacocks ! Here are ( heard ) the gentle 
notes of a swarm of partridges ! Here is ( heard ) the cry of a 
Eight of ospreys ! Here is ( heard ) the trumpet of an elephant 
whose temples are being torn open by the claw; of a lion ! Here 
~is the path of boars, soiled with wet mud ( fallen cn it ) ! Here is a 
mass of foam (fallen from the mouths ) of ruminating deer, ( a 
mass) which is darkened with the juice of the mouthfuls of 
young, green grass ! Here is ( heard ) the hum of buzzing bees 
sticking to the odour produced by the rubbing of the cheeks 
-of scent-elephants* in rut I Here is the track of the Rurw deer 
red on account of the dry leaves being sprinkled over with the 
drops of blood fallen (from the wounded deer)! Hera is amass 
of leaves and branches (of trees) trampled over by elephants* legs f 
Here is the place where a troop of rhinoceroses had been sporting ! 

) Here i3 a lion’s track having formidable leafy lines scratched on 
it with sharp claws red with gore, and jagged (i e., bestrewn) wiih 

1 A particular species of elephaaU the smell of wbcee ichor is so 
.strong «s to repel other elephants. 
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pieces of pearl* (from the temples) of elephants ! Here is the 
ground reddened with tho blood from the womb of some female 
wild deer recently delivered ! Here is the path by which a leader- 
elephant, straying from his herd, has wandered, — (a path) which 
resembles a braid of hair (of tho lady in the foras) of tho forest, and 
which is darkened with his streaming ichor! Follow this herd of 
ehanari deer! Very quickly occupy this wild forest tract, dusty 
with tho dried dung of deer ! Olimb to tho tops of trees 1 Look 
in this direction 1 Listen to this noise! Tako up your bows! 
Be attentive (on yonr guard) ! Let the hounds he set free !” 

Then in a short time all that forest was shaken, ns it were, on 
all sides,— by the roar of lions that wero pierced by the arrows of 
i'abara hunters, (the roar) which was deep like the sound of the 
tabor wet with the paste (applied to its skin), and intensified by its 
echoes swelling through tho mountain-caves ; — by the roar from the 
throats of leaders of elephant-herds, deserted by their affrighted 
herd and wandering alone by themselves, ( the roar ) which was 
mingled with the sounds of the incessant lashings of the trunks 
and which Tesemblod the thunder of cloud' ; — (and) by the piteous 
cries of antelopes whose limbs wero violently ripped up by the 
hounds and the pupils of whoso eyes werc( consequently ) restless 
terrified and unsteady \ — (and) by the eflfl sound made by she- 
elephants — prolonged on account of tbeir grief at tho recent loss of 
their lords — whoso leader-elephants wero killed and who wero 
(thus) separated (from them), who were followed by tbeir young 
ones, and who wero wandering hero ard there, stopping repeatedly 
and lilting up their floppy ears when they heard a noisq; — 
(and) by tho cries of female rhinoceroses who had given birth 
(to their offspring) only a few days before, and who were searching 
for their young ones whom they had lost in the' panic, and who 
were crying very piteously with a loud wail ; — (and) by tho mixed 
cries of birds that flew up from tho tops of trees and moved round 
in gnat dismay ; — (and) by the sound of tho hunters ’ foot-steps, 
causing the earth to quake, as it were, when it was simultaneously 
struck by their very vehement foot-falls as they ran after the wild 
beasts V— (and) by tho twang of (the hunters’) bows whose strings 
•were drawn up as far as tbu limit of their ears and which shot 
form innumerable arrows, (the twang) which was as pleasant 
«*ibo cry from tho throats of female ospreys under the iofluenco 
intoxication 5— (ard) ty the clash of (the hunters’) sworda 
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as they fell upon the hard, broad shoulders of ( wild ) buSaloes, 
their edges mating 'a whizzing eonnd as they cut through the 
air ; — (and) by the baying that filled all the space of the forest of 
the hounds wildly giving out a hoarse growl. 

"When in a short while that din of the chase had died away, 
and when the forest became (once more) quiet, resembling a bank of 
clouds which becomes silent after they have poured down (waters), 
(or) resembling the Ocean whose waters became calm after the 
churning, I, whose fear had been lessened and in whom curiosity 
had been aroused, moved off just a little from the lap of my 
father . and, extending my neck while still keeping within the 
hollow, with the pupils of my eyes trembling with fright, I 
directed my glance in that very direction, since, being yonag, I 
was filled with a desire to see what it (all > wa3 (about).'*' And I 
taw a t'aiira army approaching towards me from that forest-tract. 
It was a3 if it were the stream of the (river) Narmada separated 
{into a thousand smaller streams) by the thousand arms of Arjnna 
{the ron of Kritavirya). It wa3 as though it were a taa&la 
plantation set in motion by the force of the wind. It was as 
though it were the collection of all the PraAarat 1 of the Nights of 
■World-Destruction heaped in one mass. It was as if it were a 
row of pillars ( built ) of bricks of collyrium, set in motion by an 
earth-quake. It was as if it were the mass of (all) darkness, stirred 
by the rays of the Sun. It was a3 though it were the followers of the 
God of Death, wandering about. It was as if it were the population 
of the demon- world, issuing forth from the surface of the 
Earth broken open by them. It was as if it were all the evil 
-deeds ( in this world ) brought together in one place. It was as if 
it were the groups of curses uttered by all the ascetic-folk dwelling 
•in the DaTldata desert, ( now ) roaming about. It was as if it 
were all the hosts of Khara and Dishana slain by Rima who poured 
forth a ceaseless stream of arrows (upon them), (hosts) (now) 
-turned into goblins on account of their ill-will towards him (Rama). 
-It was a3 if it were all the relatives, now collected in one place, of 
the Kali Age. It was as if it were a herd of wild boffaloe* 
atarting to take their bath It was as if it were a mass of dark 
clonds shattered by their fall by being dragged down by the paw of 
*ome lion seated on a monntain-top. And it was as if it were a 
collection of comets making their appearance for ( portending ) the 
1 A period of three hoars. 



38 


[pp. 55-56, 


destruction of all the mid beasts. It darkened the forest', it 
numbered many thousands; and it caused the utmost terror. It 
wa3 as though it were a troop of evil-portending goblins. 

And in the midst of that very large S'alara army, I saw the 
S'aiara general. He was in the prime of his youth. Being very 
hardened (in body), he seemed made of iron as it were, (or) as if 
he were Ekalavya come to a new birth. As the hair-lino of his 
beard was ( only just ) rising, he looked like a cab of a leader- 
elephant whose broad temples are being adorned for the first time 
by the streaks of ichor. With the effulgence of his bodily lustre, 
dark like the blue water-lily, he seemed to have filled the forest- 
with the ( dark ) waters of the ( river ) Yamuna, as it were. 
Having a mas* of hair whose ends curled and which hung 
over his shoulders, he looked liko a lion having his thick 
mane soiled with the rut of elephants. His forehead was broad and 
his noso was very high and fierce-looking. He appeared beautiful 
with his left side, which, on account of hli constantly sleeping 
upon bed9 of leaves, appeared as if to have sticking to it the red 
colour of ( those ) leaves, since it was slightly reddened by the 
reddish rays proceeding from the jewel from tho hood of a snake 
which he wore on one of his ears as an ornament. His 
body was besmeared with the fragrant ichor taken from the temples 
of freshly-killed elephants, which ( ichor ) bore the odour of the 
*apto]>arna flowers, and which looked like the paste of black- 
aguru. As over his (ichor-smeared) body hovered a swarm of 
(black) bees, which wore maddened by that odour and which 
resembled an umbrella of peacock’s feathers, it appeared as if the 
solar heat was kept off from him by means of (a covering made of) 
tamala leaves (which are dark). Under the guise of the tremulous 
leaf which he wore on his ear, it seemed as though tho (presiding 
deity of the ) Vindhya Forest herself was, with her own hands, 
wiping off the lines of perspiration from his check-region, she 
having been conquered by him by the might of his arms, and 
now ( thus ) rendering service ( unto him ) out of fear. He was 
colouring all tho quarter-regions rod by means of his roddlsh 
glance, which acted Uko the (red) twilight of the Night of 
Destruction of deer-herds, and which was reddened as though with 
blood. He looked majestic with his two arms which hung as far 
as his knees, which were created as if after taking (for them) 
tho measure of an elephant’s trunk, and whose tops were rendered 
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ragged by being oiten scratched with sharp weapons for makiDg aft 
offering of .blood to (the goddess) GhandikS. He looked attractive 
with his expansive chest, which was wide like the snrface of 
a rock of the Yindhya mountain, which was here and there (i. 
in places) bespattered with drops of deer's blood (now) coagulated 
and was covered with drops of perspiration, and which (henoe) 
appeared as though it had an ornament placed upon it, made of 
the (white) pearl* from elephant’s temples interstrewn with (red) 
gun ja fruit. HU belly had become attenuated owing to Ids 
constant ( physical ) labour. By means of his two long thighs he 
was as It were mocking two posts for tying elephants, darkened 
with their ichor. He was dressed in a silken garment coloured 
red with the lac-dye. On his broad forehead which was frightful 
on aceount of the fierce knitting of his eye-brows, having a 
three-branched ( flag-like ) shape, simply out of the ferociousness 
of his spirit and not because there wa3 any ( special ) reason for it, 
he was ai it were marked with her Trident, to indicate that ho 
was her property, by ( the goddess ) Durg& whom he had 
propitiated by means of his great devotion. Ho was followed by 
dogs of various colours — which were familiar with him. and 
followed close upon his heels ; whose fatigue conld be inferred 
from their tongues which lolled downwards a great deal on 
account of their fatigue and which, although dry. seemed, because 
of their natural redness, to be shedding deer’s blood ; whose lip- 
comers, on which were clearly visible the rays of their teeth, 
owing to their mouths being wide open, appeared as if they had 
hairs from lions* manes sticking in the interstices of the jaws ; 
whose necks were enrronnded by strings of big cowries ; which were 
scarred with the wounds made by the tusks of big boars ; which, 
although small-bodied, appeared on account of their enormous 
strength as if they were the cubs of lions with their manes not yet 
grown ; and which were experts in inflicting widowhood on female 
deer ; — anfi by bitches that were very big in sire, and (hence) looked 
as though they were the lionesses come there to implore mercy 
(lit., the bestowing of ab3ence-of-fear) for the lions (their lords). 
He was surrounded by troops of S'abaras, who were engaged in a 
variety of occupations; ( thus ) some of them carried heaps of hair 
of the chanara deer and tnsks of elephants; some (carried) beehives 
bound np In leaves having no holes in them ; the hands of some 
were full of clusters of pearls from the temples of elephants 
as though they wore lions ; some carried heavy loads of flesh, as 
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though they were goblins ; some boro the skins ol lions, as though 
they were the attendants of S'iva ; some carried peacocks’ feathers, 
89 though they were the mendicants known as KthapaUalm ; 9ome 
bore wings of crows, 89 though they wero young boys' ; some 
carried the tusk9 of elephants which they had uprooted (from 
their mouths), as though exhibiting (i.e., imitating) the behaviour 
of (the god) Krishna*; some wore garments dark like the colour 
of clouds, as if they were tho days’ of the rainy season. Like 
o forest,* ho (the B'abara general) had a 9mall dagger with him. 
Liko a new cloud,* he carried a bow decked with peacock’s 
feathers. Like the demon Lake,* he carried with him one 
quoit (as a weapon). Like Garuda 7 ( lit., the younger brother 
of Arana), ho had uprooted tho tasks of many big elephants. 
Like BhJshma,* he wa9 the enemy of peacocks. Like a day* in 
summer, ho always showed a thirst for ( hunting ) deer. Like a 
Vidyidhara, 10 his speed was as quick as that of tho mind (or, was 
active with pride). Like (the sage) I’or&s'ara", he could track 
a smell even from the distanco of a yojana. Liko Ghatotkacha," 
he possessed a terrible form. Like tho luxuriant hair'* of Tirvati, 
tho daughter of Himalaya (!»<., tho king of mountains )> 
ho was decked with tho oyos ou tho feathers of peacocks, 
Liko tho demon Uiranylksha,’* he had his broad chest scarred 

1 Who bear locks uf li*lr shaped like crows’ wings. 

2 Who had uprooted and wietded ( as a weapon ) tho tusk of the 
elephant ( KtivalayAphU, which was let looso against him hy his enemy 
Ivanna). 

3 \V herein tho sky is darkened by tho colour of clouds. 

4 Which abounds in female rhinoceroses. 


5 Which wears ( present* ) a rain-low which la multi-coloured like 
«v peacock’s feathers. 

6 Who had captured tho town called Ekachakrl. 

7 Who had torn up the fangs of many big enakes. 

6 Whoso enemy was S'lkbapdin. 

9 Wherein is ever to he seen the phenomenon of mirage. 

10 Who eagerly goes towards the Ma'nasa lake. 

U Who followed { •. e. loved ) the lady Saty avail, whoso other name 
was YojsnsgaoOhll. 

12 Who Wa (lie form of Bhtmsf being hi* son ). 

13 Which i« deckej with the moon crescent belonging to Siva the 

Ifttci-tfi rotted god. 


U Whose cheat was pierced by the tusk of the Great Roar (the third 
incarnation of Vuhuu.) 
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by (the wounds made by) the tusks of big boar'. Like a very lewd 
person', he had taken many captive, women for his wives (or, in 
his service ) who followed in his wake. Like a fiesh-ea'ing 
demon*, he had his hunters attached to him- Like the 
arrangement ( of notes ) in the art of music. 1 he was followed 
by nishadas ( wild tribesmen so called ). Like the Trident* 
^ weapon ) of Durgi, he had his body moistened with the 
gore of buffaloes. Although he was in fresh youth, he had 
spent the major part of his life (i e.. was old).* Although he had 
amassed wealth and corn. (or. excellent com), 1 still be dined upon 
fruits and roots Although he was Krishna* he did not possess (the 
weapon) Sudars'ana. Although he wandered about as be pleased, 
still his sole resort (for protection) was a fortress.* Although he 
followed (depended upon) the feet of a king,* still he did not 
know the service of a king. He was as if he were the child of the 
Vindhya mountain, as if he were the partial incarnation of the god 
of Death, as if he were the fnll brother of Sin, as if he were the 
concentrated essence of the Kali Age. Although he was fierce, 
still, on account of his possessing great strength, h® seemed gTave 
enough. His form was one which could not be insulted ( with 
impunity ) His name was Alatamgaka. but this name of his I 
learnt afterwards. 

And I thought to myself: — ‘*How full of folly ( irrational ) 
is their life, and censured by the good are their deeds f For they 
believe it to be a religious rite to make offerings' of human flesh. 
Their food consists of wine, flesh and such things, which are 
-condemned by the good. Their physical exercise is hunting. 
Their Sistra ( the code of guiding principles ) is the howling of 
jackals. Their advisers of good and bad ( actions ) are the owls. 
Their talent ( chiefly ) consists in knowing (the ways of) birds. 

1 Who has » large number of staves in his service. Or, like a person 
extremely fond of outward display, who bis many bards in hia service. 

2 Who is fond of ( urinking ) blood. 

3 At whose end comes the (seventh) note known as XiiS&da. 

4 Whose surface is wet with the dripping bicod of the demon 
hlabisha ( killed by Durgl). 

5 (/fail sense ) — ‘He had killed many birda.* 

6 (i?«Jl rearr)— ‘He had collected a comber cf dogs.’ 

7 { Real tense ) — ‘He was dark-skinned and bis sight was not 
ntti active’. 

8 (ftal rear*)— ’The Goddess Durga’. 

9 (Real rear*)— ’He lived on a neighbouring hill of some mountain’. 

K. T. 6 
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Their acquaintances are dog*. Their kingdom ia over the tenant- 
less wilds. A drinking bout is their ( chief ) festive occasion. 
Their friend* are their hows, which serve them ia perpetrating cruel 
deeds. Their helpers are their arrows, with their tips besmeared 
with poison, and looking like snakes (whose fangs aro full of 
posion). Their nansic is such as works havoe among the simple 
deer. Their wives are other people’s women made captive (by 
them). Their association is with the ferocious-natared tigers. 
Their worship of the deities is (made) with the blood of wild 
beasts. Their offerings ( to deities ) are ( made ) with flesh. 
Their sustenance is by pilfering. Their ornaments are the jewels 
( in the hoods ) of snake*. The anointing of their body is ( done ) 
with the ichor of wild elephants. In whatever forest they may 
happen to be residing, that same forest they entirely tear up by 
the roots (or, devastate by tearing np all the roots in it).* * 
While I was reflecting in this strain, that Sahara general, wishing 
to remove his fatigue produced by wandering through the forest, 
approached, and having taken down his bow, sat in the shade of, 
and under, that very Silmali tree, on a scat _ of leaves, which his 
servants hurriedly brought to him. A certain young Sahara lad 
from amongst them quickly descended ( into the lake ); and from 
that lake whose waters he first disturbed with his two hands ( in 
OTder to clear it of moss, & c. ), he brought up ( to his ohief ), in 
a hollow crop of lotus-leaves, water as well as fresh-plucked 
lotus-fibres whose mud was wiped off ( by him ) and which 
were (therefore) clean. That (sparkling) watsr resembled 
liquified Vaidirya jewels ( tepii lazuli ); it looked as though it were 
a portion of the sky melted on account of the heat of the rays of 
the Sun at (the time of) Universal Ue* traction ; it seemed As if it 
had oozed forth from the orb of the Moon ; it appeared as though 
it were a cluster of pearls liquefied ; it was so perfectly clear that 
it (i.«., Its presence) could be known only by tho touch; it was 
cool Ilka snow, and it was mixed with the pollen of lotus-buds. 
The general drank tho water, and thou ono by one ho tasted those 
lotui-fibres, as Rahu swallows tho digits of the moon. When his 
fatigue was removed, he got up and slowly proceeded in the direc- 
tion of tia region desired by him, followed by the whole of that 
Sahara army, which ( also ) had drunk water there ( and refreshed 
itself). 

Out of that S'abara army, however, one old Sahara, who had 
not obtained deer’s flesh (for himself), whose appearance was horrid 
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in tho extreme like that of a flesh-eating ( demon ), and who was 
seeking flesh { to eat ), tarried awhilo at the foot of that tree. 
And when the S'ahara general had passed ont of sight, that old 
Sahara long surveyed that tree from its root upwards, wishing 
to climb it. He seemed as though he woro drinking op onr Htcs 
with his eye ( that glance of his) which was red like blood-drops 
and was fierce on account of his crceperlike, tawny eye-brows 
encircling it; he seemed as though ho were counting up tho places 
where the families of parrots had built their nests; and ho looked 
u if he wore a falcon groedily seeking to tnsto birds’ flesh. At 
that moment, the lives of all tho parrot-families, frightened at his 
sight, departed as it were ( from their bodies ) What, indeed, it 
that which merciless people find difficult to do i — I\>r. that S'abara 
climbed with ease, as though with a flight of stops, oven that tree 
which was several talat (placed ono abovo the other ) high and the 
ends of whoso branches kissid the clouds, and ho took out, ono by one, 
from tho hollows and spaces between the branches of that tree, 
young parrots, that wore unablo to offer resistance, as if they 
were ( so many ) fruits { they woro so young that ) they did 
not yet possess tho power to fly up ; some, who woro only a few 
days old and wero ( still ) red with tho colour of the f<rtui, gave 
one the impression that thoy were tho blossoms of tbo Silmali tree, 
some, whoso wings wore just spronting, looked like young 
leaves of a lotas, sorao resembled the fruits of tho aria plant; 
some, the tips of whoso beaks wero roddish, possessed the beauty of 
lotus-buds whoso tips are pink owing to their folds of leaves being 
opened just a little; somo wero asking him to desist, undor the 
guise of tho continued shaking of thoir necks ; — and, having 
deprived them of their lives, he threw thorn on the ground. 

Now when my father saw that great calamity, destructive to 
life and remediless, coming all of a sudden, ho had his tremor 
doubled ; hero and there in every direction ho cast Ms glance, 
whose pupil was rolling and restless owing to the fear of death, 
which was vacant on account of grief, and which was dimmed 
with tears ; his palate became parched ; unablo to protect himself 
( lit. to offer resistance for himself ) he covered mo with the 
fold of his wings which had become loose on account of their 
joints being related through his terror, thinking that to he ( the 
only) remedy proper for that time ; and, bsing overpowered with 
the affection (he felt for me), he busied himself with protecting 



44 


[pp, 62-63. 


me ; and not knowing what (more) to do, ho remained, supporting 
-me by the region of his bosom, That wicked Sahara on his part, 
moving in order from branch to branch, came to the entrance of 
--our hollow, and stretched forth his left arm,— which was terrible 
like the body of an old, black cobra, whose palm was stinking 
with the smell of raw flesh and the marrow of the various kinds of 
wild boars ( killed by him ), whose forepart was marked with the 
scars made by the drawing of the bow-string, and which looked 
"like the staff of the God of Death. And that exceedingly wicked 
‘fellow pulled out and killed my father who wailed and repeatedly 
pecked at him with bis beak But me somehow ho failed to notice 
as 1 lay inside his folded wings; because I was so very small and had 
all my limbs shrank into a ball in fear, and ( also ) became 
I Was destined to live yet longer ( lit. life being still left to me). 
When ho ( my father ), was dead he threw him upon the ground, 
the neck hanging loose and the head being downwards. I too fell 
down along with him, my neck being inserted in the space between 
his legs, and myself silently lying hidden under hia bosom. Fortu- 
nately(/i«. owing to the stock of my merit being still loft tome), 
1 saw myself fallen upon a big heap of dry leaves collected together 
by the force of the wind. That was how my limbs wero not dashed 
to pieces. And before he had got down from the top of that treo. I> 
•whose form was not to be clearly distinguished owing to my having 
tlic same colour as the fallen leaves, abandoned my dead father. 
Although tho time was one when even loss of life would have 
- been fitting, I in my young age was, like a wicked fellow, ignorant 
of the sentiment of affection which takes its birth after a lapso of 
time, and being overpowered solely by terror which comes along 
with one’s birth ( ». • , which is natural ). I supported myself, ns 
best as I could, on my half-grown wings and stumbling hero and 

’* ■ '* '• * 11 ' yawning jaws 

' ■ tho root of a 

■ ■. . , V great distance; 

the place was one where even the rays of tho Snn found no entrance, 
it being so very close; and it was to me ns though it wore the lap 
of a second father. The tree was one whose leaves wero used by 
tho Sahara women for wearing them as their ear-ornaments, with 
its shade which was dark like the habiliments of Balar&ma, it put 
to shame, as it wero, the ( dark ) complexion of Yiikna’g body,- ft* 
-{dark) leaves were as it were fashioned out of portions of th* 
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( dark ) water of the YamnnA; its sprouts appeared a3 though they- 
were sprinkled over'with the streaming ichor of wild elephants: 
it bore the beanty of the massive hair of ( the lady in the form of ) 
the Yindhya Forest; and it had the spaces between its branches 
■bronded in darkness even daring daytime. 

By that time he ( 1 . 1 . the old Sahara ) got down ( from the 
tree ) and collected together those young ones of the parrots that 
lay scattered on the surface of the ground ; passing round them 
a rope formed of many creepers, he confined them in an envelope of 
leaves, and, walking very fast, went in that very direction, 
following the same path by which his General had gone. Now as 
I entertained hopes of life ( as that S'abara had departed ), a 
powerful thirst which was brought on by my fright and burned all 
my limb* overpowered (unnerved) me who felt my inside ( lit. heart) - 
dry up with my grief at the recent death of my father, and whose 
body was aching owing to my fall from a very great height. ••By - 
this portion time that villain mast have gone very far" — thus of 
thinking I raised my neck a little and looked in ( all ) directions 
with my terror-strnck eyes; even when ( a blade of ) grass moved, 
I ever and anon visualized that same villain, thinking that he had 
again returned ; and ( thus ) issaing forth from that root of the- 
taPiila tree, I made an effort to appioch the water-side. 

"W As my wings had not yet (fully) grown, I could not walk 
about very firmly with my legs; (hence) I now and again fell on av 
face ; often I managed to support myself on the edge of one of 
my wings when I was falling sideways ; I was exhausted bv the 
giddiness produced by my creeping along the surface of the "round 
as I had no practice (in walking); X constantly turned mv face 
upwards and breathed very hard after taking even a single step 
(on my way) ; looking grey with the dust (covering me), I thus 

moved onwards, these thoughts arose in my mind : « Yerilv 

even in the mo3t distressing circumstances, the proceedings q£ 
all creatures in this world are never such as are regardless of 
(their own) life. There is nothing in this world which is dearer 
to (i.*. more prized by) all creatures than (their) life. F or even 
when my father, of honoured memory, had died in this manner" 
(».#. before my very eyes,) I, with my organs all intact, am 
forthwith continuing to be alive. Fie upon me who am without 
pity, who am most cruel, and who am (so) ungrateful Oh, pitv 
since I ( continue to ) lire in a painful way, having borne th* 



gtlef consequent on my father’s death, and have no regard for 
( lit , no hood is paid to) the obligations of (conferred on rao by) my 
father). My heart is villainous, indeed I For, all at once I have 
forgotten all that, c«., how from tho day of my birth I was 
brought up with various means by my father, aftor my mother 
had departed to tho other world ( ». had died); and how he 
curbed tho vehemence of his grief, and although himself far 
advanced in age, ho did not mind, out of his love for mo even 
tho very great trouble (ho had to take ) in roaring mo. This (my) 
life must bo very mean, indeed, since even now it does not follow 
in tho wako of my ldnd father who has gone to some (unknown) 
place. Verily there is none whom tho desire to livo docs not 
turn into a villain } sinco this thirst for water is tronbling me, 
although reduced to this plight (i. e. boreft of my father). And I 
think this my desire to drink water is simply ( nothing but ) 
cruelty, since ( owing to it ) I have not given heed io my sorrow 
at my father’s death. Even now, tho shore of the lako is still 
very for off. For, this cackling of the lalahntjwi birds, 
resembling tho jingling of the anklets of water-nymphs, 
it still remote ; tho cries of tho tiratn birds are heard, ( hut ) indis. 
tinctly *, and, on account of tho great dietanoo, this frsgranco from 
the beds of lotas-plants spreads about, boing rarefied by its having 
spread over tho faces of tho directions. And the condition (of this 
period) of the day, too, is extremely oppressive. Tor, the snn, 
who is at tho zenith in tho oxpanse of tho sky, is ccssclessly 
” " ” -■ , .. j> ,gjj wore a 

tho ground, 

: of Its thick- 

lying dust having bocomo heated by contact of tho snn, produces 
ever-increasing thirst. My poor limbs, ‘being quito unnerved by 
extremely powerful thirst, ore not ahlo to movo evon to a small 
distanco ; I am no master of myself; my heart links (with despair); 
and my sight becomes dimmed. O that wicked Fato would bring 
about toy death to-day, although I desire it not 
5X". While I was thus reflecting, by that very path ( whore I Jay ) 
came a young ascetic called Write, followed by sons of other 
ascetics of his own ago in ordor to bathe In that very lotns-lake* 
he was tho son of a sago called Jibili, of groat religions austeritios’ 
who lived iu a penance-grove sitnated not very far from that lake. 

1 The meaning of 'hands’ is alto suggested. * 
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Liko SanatkumSra, lie w» one whoso mini! was refined by ( tho 
study of ) all tho lores. ITU form was difficult to pare upon, on 
account of hit exceeding brilliance, and ( thus ) ho looked as if ho 
wero a second 8nn rising up; he appoared as though ho were 
carved ont of tho rising solar orb, or had his limbs fashioned out of 
lightning; his body seemed to have boon besmeared externally with 
tho liquid, of molten gold, ns it wero. With the flashing lustre of 
his body whioh was slightly yollow-whlto, ho made tho day seom ns 
If it wero possessed of tho morning sunlight, and ( he made ) the 
forest ( seem ) as if it wero biasing with a wild conflagration. Ho 
had a mass of matted hair which was red like heated iron, which 
had been hallowed with his baths In various holy watets, and whioh 
hung down on his shoulder*. Having the hair on the crown of his 
hood tied up, ho looked as if ho wore tho dlvino Hire with flames 
checked (or steadied), appearing in tho disguise of an ascetic* 
boy, with tho doslro to consume the Kha'nrjava forest, Ho looked 
beautiful with a crystnl rosary hanging from his right car, which 
resembled an anklet of tho fat rl os of tho penanoe-grove, and which 
was as it wore a circle ( i. e. collection ) of all roligious command* 
ments. On his broad forehead he was adorned with a throe-lined 
mark made with holy ashes, as though It wore a thrioe-ropoated 
vow takon in order to ho ablo to abstain from tho enjoymont of nil 
"kinds of sonsual pleasures. In his left hand ho carried a crystal gourd 
which, ns it was always hold with Us neck upwards, resembled a 
crane about to fly in tho sky, and which pointed out, as it wero, tho 
path to heavon. His body was encircled by a block antelope's skin 
dianglng down from the roglon of his shoulders, as if by tho cloud of 
smoko, of a blue whitish colour, swallowed in his thirst for praotis* 
lng ponanco (of that kind), and now was issuing out ( of Ids body ), 
Ho lookod brilliant with his sacred thread hanging down across his 
left shoulder; which was as though made of young lotus-fibres; which 
"being vory light, was waving In tho brooze and ( therefore ) seemed 
as if coanting tho floshlcss frame-work of his ( distinctly visible ) 
side-bones. In his right hand he carried an Athaslha staff to 
•whose end was attached a basket of leavos which was fall of 
flowers plucked from wild ereepors for tho pnrpose of worshipping 
the deities. He was followed by a deer belonging to the penance- 
grove, bearing tho clay for his bath, which it had dug up with the 
•ends of its horns; it had grown quite familiar with him, and U was 
vea rod with handfnls of the nlvSea corn; its eyes wandered as they 
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W€Te attracted by tlae Kut'a grass, the flowers and the creepers 
( round about ). Lite a branch of a tree, he 1 had a body covered 
with fine bark-garments. Lite a mountain, he* had a waist-girdle. 
Lite Itihu, he* had often tasted the Sons juice. Lite a bed of 
day-lotuses, he had drunt the rays of tho sun* ( when he was 
practi«i ig that kind of penance ). Lite a tree on the bank of a 
river, he had matted hair* which was clean on account of Ms 
constant ablutions in water. Like a young elephant, ho* had teeth 
which were white like bits of tho leaves of a full-blown lotus 
Like Drona’a son Asvatthiman, he T was full of compassion. 
Like the firmament of stars ho* was adorned with a light- 
fitting. variegated skin of a deer. Liko a day in the hot season, 
he* had divested himself of most of his faults. Liko the rainy 
season, lie 10 had restrained the operation of passion (within him ),' 
Liko god YaruDa, ho had lived (stood )in water" ( daring 
the practice of austerities). Like god Vishnu, he had eradicated 
the fear" of hell. Like the beginning of evening he” had the 
pupils ( of his eyes ) tawny (in colour) like tho evening glow. 
Like early morning-time, he' 1 was tawny (in complexion ) liko the 
morning sunshine. Like tho chariot of the Bno, he’* had firmly 
controlled all his senses. Like a good king, he 1 * had caused 


1 ( With blanch ) — * winch has its stem covered with soft bark. * 

2 ( With mountain )— 1 which has sloping eide«.* 

3 < With Palm )— * who had often swallowed (» e eclipsed) the .Moon/ 

4 Because the day-lotuses bloom in bright sunlight. 

5 ( With tree )— • whose fibrous rcots were clean ( i «. fre 0 from* 
mod ) as they were'constantly being washed with water.’ 

G ( With elephant ) — 'who had tusks’ etc. 

7 ( With" As'vatthJman )—' who was accompanied by the warrior 
Ktipa.’ 

8 (With firmament)— ‘which is beantitol with the conatellatiohs called 
Chitrl, Mri -nitraha, KiitlikS., and A4leahl.* 

9 ( With day ) — 1 in which nighta are greatly cut ebort \ 

10 ( With the rainy season >— • which allays tho flyirg dost 

11 Became Vanina is the lord of waters. 

12 ( With Viahnu )— the fear arising from the demon Naraka.’ 

13 ( With twilight >~‘lnj which the star* look yellowish in the 
evening glow.’ 
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Jus body to be lean by his secret practice of incantations 
( for getting superhuman powers }. Lite the Ocean' , he had & 
temple-bone, with prominent edges and a deep depression. Like 
Bhagiratha, he 1 2 3 4 had often visited the flights of steps leading down 
into the ( river ) Ganges. Like a bee, he 5 6 had often experienced 
residence in the forests near ( the holy place called ) Pushkara. 
Altaonsh he lived in a forest, still he* had entered ( i. #, was 
dwelling in) a big mansion. Although he was not tied' down, 
still* he desired to be free. Although he 7 * 9 * used pacific means, 
still he* always resorted to punishment ( war ). Although a3leep», 
still he was awake 15 . And although he had two eyes, still he was 
without his left eye 11 * * . 

JiX Generally, the hearts of good persons are ever friendly (towards 
others ) without any ( apparent ) cause, and exceedingly compas- 
sionate For. when he saw me in that condition, he felt pity, and 
thus spoke to one o I the many young asoetic-bors, who was near 
him; — «• This young parrot here ha3 somehow fallen from this 
tree-top, even when his wings have not yet ( fully ) grown. Or 
(probably) he might have fallen down from the beak of a hawk. 
For, owiiig to his having fallen from a very great height, he 
in whom very little of life is left, and who has closed his eves 
frequently falls on his face, is repeatedly breathing violently, 
and is again and again opening his hollow beak; and he is not 
able (even) to hold up his neck. Come, then, take him up before 
he dies (lit. is not separated from life), and carry him down to 

1 ( 'VJib Ocean) — ‘which has rough couches, circling whirl-pools and 
( deep ) Caverns ( or, conches and deep whirling eddies).’ 

2 ( With Bbagtratfca ) — ‘who had repeatedly witnessed the descent 
(i e. the successive descent ) of the Gauges (from the heaven to the sea).’ 

3 ( With bee ) — ‘which has often experienced residence in « bed of 
lotnsea.’ 

4 ( Other aecse) — ‘he had entered into communion with the Supreme 
Soul.’ 

5 That is, by the fetters of worldly existence. 

6 ( Other sense )— 1 he desired Salvation.’ 

5 ( Other sen«e ) — * although he recited verges from the Sima Veda.’ 

S ( Other sense ‘ he always carried bis itij.’ 

9 ( Other sense )— ‘ although he bad See matted hair.’ 

. 1ft Tbat i«, be was enlightened. 

11 ( Other sense ) — ‘ he had abandoned women ( ». t. he bad no deal- 

ings with them ).’ Or, ‘who did not look at things crookedly.’ 

K. T. 7 


4S 


[pp. BC— (VT— 


were attracted by the Kvta grass, the flowers and the creepers 
( round about ). Like a branch of a tree, be' had a body covered 
uith fine bark-garments. Like a mountain, he* had a waist-girdle. 
Like IUhu, he* had often tasted the Soma juice. Like a bed of 
dav-lotuses, he had drunk the rays of the sun 4 ( when he was 
pi&ctisl\g that kind of penance y Like a tree on the bank of a 
river, he had matted halt 5 winch was clean on account of his 
constant ablutions in water. Like a young elephant, ho* had teeth 
which were white like bits of the leaves of a full-blown lotus. 
Like Drone's son Asvatth&man, he 7 was full of compassion. 
Like the firmament of stars be* was adorned with a light- 
fitting, variegated skin of a deer. Llko a day in the hot season, 
he* had divested himself of most of his faults. Liko the rainy 
season, lve' 0 had restrained the operation of passion (within him ).’ 
Like god VaruOa, ho had lived. ( stood ) in water” (during 
the practice of austerities). Like god Vishnu, he had eradicated 
the fear'* of hell. Like the beginning of evening he'* hod the 
pupil* ( of his eyes ) tawny (in colour) like the evening glow. 
Liko eatly morning-time, he' 4 was tawny (in complorion ) like the 
morning sunshine. lake tho chariot of the Sun, he" had firmly 
controlled all his senses. Liko a good king, he 1 4 had caused „ 

1 ( With bunch )—‘ which has its stem cohered with soft bark. ’ 

2 ( With mountain )— 1 which ha* sloping «ide<.’ 

3 ‘ * .• * 

4 

5 ■ 1 .if — .u 

mud ) as they were’contlantly being washed with water.’ 

6 ( With elephant ) — ‘who h*d tusks' etc. 

7 ( Withj AAattblman )— 1 1 who was accompanied by the warrior 
Kiipa.' 

' 8 (With firmament)— 'which is beautiful with the constellations called 

Chitrl, Mrignitrsba, Krittlkl, and Aileshl.’ 

9 ( With day )— ‘ in which nights ar« greatly cut short \ 

\Q ( 'Kith tl e rainy « rater. ) — • which allays the flying dost*. 

11 Became Vanina Is the lord of water*. 

12 ( With Vishnu )— the fear aiming from the demon Narika ' 

13 ( With twilight ) — *Inj which the star* look yellowish in the 
evening glow.' 

14 (With mornicg-lime)— ‘WLich is tawny with the morning sunshine.’ 

16 (With chariot)— 1 'Saving it* axle end wteels securely fixed*. 

16 (With king)— ‘Who avoid* (the possibility of) war by means of 
his counsels kept profoundly secret and (a well-equipped) army. 




his body to be lean by bis secret practice of incantations 
( for getting superhuman powers ). Lite the Ocean 1 2 , he had a 
temple-bone, with prominent edges and a deep depression. Like 
Bhsgiratha, he* had often visited the flights of steps leading down 
into the ( river ) Ganges. Like a bee, he* had often experienced 
residence in the forests near ( the holy place called ) Pnshkara. 
Although he Lived in a forest, still he 4 had entered ( f. e. wb 3 
dwelling in) a big mansion. Although he was not tied 1 down 
still* he desired to be free. Although he T used pacific means 
still he* always resorted to punishment ( war ). Although asleep* 
still he was awake' 3 . And although he had two eye?, still he was 
without his left eye 11 . 


Generally, the hearts of good persons are ever friendly (towards 
others ) without any ( apparent ) cause, and exceedingly compas- 
sionate. For. when he saw me in that condition, he felt pity, and 
thus spoke to one o l the many young ascetic-boys, who was" near 
him: — *‘This young parrot here has somehow fallen from this 
tree-top, even when his wings have not yet ( fully ) grown. Or 
(probably) he might have fallen down from the beak of a hawk 
For, owing to his having fallen from a very great height he" 
in whom very little of life is left, and who has closed his 'eves* 
frequently falls on his face, is repeatedly breathing violently* 
and is again and again opening his hollow beak; and he is not 
able (even) to hold up his neck. Come, then, take him up before 
he dies (/{{. is not separated from life), and carry him down to 

1 (With Ocean) ‘which has rough conches, circling whirl-pools and 

( deep ) caverns ( or, coaches and deep whirling eddies).’ ’ 

2 ( With Dhaglratha >— ‘who had repeatedly witnessed the descent 
(it- the successive descent ) of the Ganges (from the heaven to the sea).' 

3 ( With bee )— ‘which has often experienced residence in a bed 

lotoses.’ 


4 ( Other aense)— ‘he had entered into communion with the Supreme 
Soul.’ 

5 That is, by the fetters of worldly existence. 

S ( Other geese ) — 1 he desired Salvation.* 

T ( Other sen«e ) — * although he recited verges from the Sima Veda.’ 
S ( Other sense he »1 ways carried his staff.’ 

9 ( Other sense ) — 1 although he bad fine matted hair.’ 
lit That i«, he was enlightened. 

11 ( Other sense )— * he bad abxndo=»d women ( i. *. he had co deal. 
Inga with them ).’ Or, ‘who did not lock at things crookedly.’ 
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the water-aide.” YYitb these words he caused me to he carried 
by that (hoy-ascetic) to the shore of the late. lie then went 
near the water, placed his staff and gourd on one side, and taking 
me who was quite helpless ( lit. who had given up all efforts on 
tny part ) he opened my beak and made me drink a few drops of 
water with his finger. Then he performed his customary abla- 
tions, after having placed me, who wa3 sprinkled over with drops 
of water and in whom new life was produced ( as it were ), under 
•the shade, cool on account of the ( adjoining) water, of the leaf of 
a lotus-plant that had grown near the bank. After ho had 
finished his ablutions, he, purifying him9elf by the practice of 
many pranayamas,' 1 and reciting the sacred cyhamarsha7la* 
-verses, turned up his face and offered worship to the divine 
Sun, with freshly-placked red lotuses placed in a vessel of lotns- 
leaves ; and then he rose ( to go ). Having put on a clean, white 
bark-garment, and ( therefore ) looking like the ( yellow ) evening 
glow blended with moonlight, he cleaned his matted hair by 
tossing (and robbing) it with his palms; and, filling his gourd 
with the clear water of that lake, and being followed by all that 
crowd of ascetic-hoys whose hair was wet on account of their recent 
bath, ho took me up and slowly .walked in the direction of the 
penance-grove. 

"Vt^On having gone over a distance not very great I saw a 
hermitage In every direction it was encircled by woods having 
-densely-growing trees in them ; in these woods flowers and fruits 
were always to be found; they were full of tala, tilaka, tamala, 
hintala, and 6a Lula trees; in them groves of cocoonut palms were 
overgrown with tla creepers; in them were waving the leaves of 
lodhra, laraliy and foennya plants; in them clouds of the pollen of 
mango-blossoms were rising upwards; in them were mango-trees of 
tho lahak&ra variety, which were resounding with the hum of 
swsrms of bees; they were noisy with numberless flocks of infatuated 
•cuckoo birds; they were whitened with the thick pollen of full- 
blown letali blossoms; in them silvan deities were riding upon tho 
jnirji plants serving them as swings; they were continually shedding 

1 This is an operation consisting in taking in air throngh one 
nostril, bolding it In for some time, aod then letting it out through the 
-other nostril. 

- (Lit. which removes sio) This is tie name given to certain 
verses of the IJig-Yeda, eu. those in 190th hymn of the 10th Mandate. 
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very white heaps of flowers — shaken down ( from the branches ) by 
the wind — -which ( flowers ) appeared as though they were a shower 
of ( falling ) meteors foreboding the annihilation of ( every sort of } 
son. The borders of that hermitage were decked with the grounds 
of the Daodaka forest, which were variegated with hundreds of 
{ spotted ) antelopes moving about there without any fear ; which 
were reddened with lotu3-pIants in fall bloom : wherein the leaves 
of creepers had grown again after they had been (formerly) nibbled 
by ifiricha in the form of the illusion-deer: and whose surfaee 
had become uneven on account of the holes left by the bulbous 

roots which had b=en taken off ( after being dug up ) with 

the end of Rima’3 bow. The hermitage had its precincts being 

'filled with sages who were entering it from every side, 

( sages ) who carried ( in their hands ) the holy fuel, htt'a grass, 
flowers and clay, and who were followed by their pupils loudly 
repeating their lessons. There the sound of vessels as they were 
being filled with water was heard by flocks of peacocks with their 
necks raised up. It seemed as if a bndge-like flight of steps, 
leading to the road to Heaven, was being constructed m that her- 
mitage under the guise of the (successive ) strips of smoke sent up 
by the sacred Fires, who, being pleised with the continued 
offerings of melted butter, were ( as if ) desirous of transporting 
all those sages to the world of gods, in their corporeal ( earthly ) 
forms. It was surrounded by oblong tanks which lay in its 
vicinity; which had their turbidity (sin) removed as though owing 
to their ( constant ) contact with the great sages ; which, as they 
contained a number of the reflections of the sun’s orb ( fallen ) in 
their numerous waves, appeared as though they were being waded 
in by the company of the Seven heavenly Sages come there to 
visit the ascetics ; and which, daring nights. ( bore in them ) beds 
of fully-blown night-lotnses. that looked as though they 
were to many clusters of stars come down to wait npon the sages 
*( in that hermitage ). It ( the hermitage ) was being saluted, as it 
•were, by the wild creepers whose tops were bent by the breezes. 
It was being worshipped, as it were, by the trees which were con- 
stantly shedding down their flowers. It was being waited upon, 
as it were, by the plants having ( the folds of ) their foliage serving 
** their folded hands. In the courtyards of its hut3 was spread 
the fyanal* corn to dry. In it had been collected ( i.e. preserved) 
the fraits of the iaatahi. letali, iarJhaJls, ladali, laltcla. 
jpc’nss, mangoes and palm trees. In it the boys were claaoronsh- 
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studying { their lesson* ), and numerous parrots ■were noisily 
repeating the toihuf fora' sounds which they had constantly heard 
and caught. There numerous id riti birds wore loudly reciting the 
mbrnhtnaTiva invocation. There the balls ( of rice ) offered as part 
of the Vaitfcadton rite wero being eaten by wild cocks. There 
offerings of the nirdro corn were being eaten by the young. 
JUdahnmta swans in the adjacent pools. There the children of the 
ascetics were being licked by the leaf-like ( « *. long and soft ) 
tongues of female deer. There the sticks of tha sacred fael, tvi'a 
grass, and flowers, were making a simmering sound as they wore 
half-burnt when offored as oblations to the holy Fire. There the 
surfaces of rocks had become greasy with the juice of cocoannts 
broken ( by being smashed ) against the stones. There the surface 
of the ground had become pink by the juice of barks recently torn 
off (from the trees.) Thera wero laid f-arotiro flowers ( as offerings 
of worship) npon orbs of tho Snn-god painted ( on tho ground) 

• with sandal-paste. In it the places where tho sages were to dine 
were marked off ( for protection against pollution ) with linos of 
holy a«hes drawn here and there. In it old and blind ascetics 
wore being led out and brought in by time monkeys by befog 
led by their bands. It was variegated with bits of lotus-fibres 
which were dropped down after thoy were half-chowod by young 
•elephants and which (being white ) appeared as though tgey wero 
tha conch shell bangles dropped from tho creeper-like arms of 
Sarasvati (the Goddess of Learning). In it the deer wero digging 
np, for the sages, different kinds of bulbs and roots, with tho tips of 
their horns. There the watet-basins ( round the roots ) of tho trees 
were being filled (with water) by wild elephants having tho hollows- 
of their trunks filled with Water. Thcro tho boys of the ascetics 
were tat in g out tho bulbous roots of lotus-plants hold between 
their jaws by wild hogs. There the fires of the sacrifices ot. 
the sages wero being fannod by tha breezes ot their broad wings by 
( wild ) peacocks that had become quite familiar ( i. t. tamo ). In. 
it p*tvaded the inviting smell of tho gheo-and-rice oblation ( c haru ) 
that was being prepared. It was redolent with the holy 
edonr of the half-cooked rico oblation ( purwfSt'a ). It was 
mounding with the noise made by the fire as it was fed with tho 
ablations consisting, of continuous stream* -at vn%\t*4 batter 

1 Vathat i* »n esclamation uttered when offerteg oblation. to the 
ratred fire. 
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"Thera crowds of guests were being (respectfully) attended to;" 
the divine Pitris were being worshipped; Vishnu, Siva and Brahmi 
were being adored; the ritual of the ir&ddha ceremoney was being 
explained; sacrificial lore was being expounded; the science of ethies 
W33 being studied; various kinds of books were being read; and the 
import of the various Sistras was being discussed. There sheds of 
leaves were being built; the courtyards were being covered ( with a 
purifying coating of cow-dung); and the interiors of huts were being 
swept clean. There contemplation (of the Supreme Soul) was being 
performed ( by the ascetics ). the holy spells were being rendered 
prolific ( with a view to employ them successfully ); Yoga ( ». e. 
Self-control) wis being practised; and offerings were being made 
to the silvan deities. There waist-bands of the nunja grass were 
being prepared; bark-garments were being washed, sticks of sacred 
fnel were being collected, skins of black antelopes were being 
dressed, the gavtdhuLa com was being stored: lotns-seeds were being 
dried; rosaries of beads were being strung ; cane-staffs were being 
accumulated ; ascetics were being initiated into the last stage of 
life (•’.«. lamnyita) , and gonrda were being filled with water ( by 
the sages ). It had never yet been visited by the Kali age, it 
was unacquainted with falsehood ; and the Ood of love had 
never yet heard of it. Like the lotus-bom god BrahmS, it 
was paid homage to by all the three worlds. Like the 
god Vishnu who is the ( avowed ) enemy of the demons, it' 
showed (within its precincts) the bodily forms of hogs, men 
and lions ( dwelling therein. ) Like the Sarnkhya system of 
.philosophy, it* was full of brown cows. Like the groves 
near the city of Hathnri, it* contained intoxicated she-elephants 
possessed of (great) strength. Like King Udayana, it* gave 
( great ) joy to numerous yonng calves ( dwelling in it ) Like 
the sovereignty of the country of the Kiruiaras, it 1 2 3 4 5 had its treae 

1 (With Yishnn) — “who exhibited the forma of the hog and the rca*- 
»lioo (in his third and fourth incarnations respectively)’. 

2 (With Slmkbya}—‘ which was founded by the sage KapUa.* * 

3 (With gloves) — 1 in which resided the proud demon D he cut a who 

was vanquished "by Balarlma.' ' 

4 ( With Udayana )— ‘ who gave joy to the Vat's race ( in which he 
-was born 

5 (With sovereignty) — • in which Druma (the king of the Kinmaraa) 

-was being crowned by the sages who bad taken’ Ac. " * 
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aprinkled { with water ) by the ascetics who had taken water-jars 
( in their hands for that purpose ). Like the end of the summer 
season, it 1 2 3 4 5 6 had water-falls in its vicinity. Like the rainy season, 
it* had lions sleeping undisturbed in the interiors of its thick woods, 
like the monkey Hanumat, it* possessed ( within its precincts ) 
heap3 of kernels of afoha nnts which were crushed with strokes 
given with pieces of stones. Like Arjnna when he had got ready 
to destroy the Kh&ndava Forest, it* had ( within it ) sacrifices to 
fire which were commenced (by the sages). Although’ it possessed 
fragrant unguents ( applied to the body), Btill it constantly emitted 
fcho smell of the smoke of sacrificial offerings. Although* 
it was occupied by SfAtaDga ( Ch&ndala ) families still it was holy. 
Although 7 hundreds of comets had made their appearance in it, 
still there were no disturbing accidents in it. Although* it 
possessed the orb of the full iioon, still it had darkness in 
it on account of the thick groves of ever-present trees. It was 
most charming, and ( altogether it looked ) as though it were a 
second world of Brahmk. 

V*And within that hermitage there was darkness in the smoke 
rising from sacrificial offerings, and not (wickedness) in the deeds (of 
its residents ). There was redness of the mouth in parrots, but 
not (redness of the face ) in { i. «. caused by ) anger. There was 
sharpness in the tips ( of the blades ) of the Xui'o grass, but not 
( harshness ) in the tempers ( of its occupants ). There was 
fcretnuloumess, in the leaves of the plantain-trees, but not (fickleness) • 
in the minds ( of its residents ) There was redness of the eyes, 
in the cuckoo-birds, but not ( lustful glances ) towards the wives of 

1 (With the end)—* in which rain-fall is very near.* 

2 ( With the rainy season ) — * during which Viilirm sleeps 
cemfortably in the midst of the deep water.’ 

3 ( With Cacftmat ) — ♦ who crusbed all the bones ( In the body ) of 
Aksha ( son of R&vana ), by meant of blows dealt with pieces of rocks.* 

4 (With ArjQna)— ‘who had begun ( r. e. undertaken) the cause- 
•f Agni ( the fire-god ).’ 

5 ( Other »en»e )—’ Although its ground had been covered with a 
•eating of cow-dung 1 . 

6 ( Other eense ) — ‘Although it wat occupied by troops of elephant*.’ 

7 (Other eense)— 1 'A {though hundreds of fires were burring there.’ 

.8 (Other aense)— 'Although it contained very learned Drihrasnaj* 

iwtwger numbers.’ 
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others. There was seizing by the neck, of the water-gourds, but not . 
( embracing ronnd the neck ) in cohabitation. There was the tying 
of the waist-band during ( the observance of ) vows, bnt not ( the 
binding of the lover by his mistress with her girdle ) in jealous 
quarrels. There was touching of the breasts (udders), in the case of 
the sacrificial cow3 ( when they were milked ), but not ( embracing 
the bosom) of beantifnl women. There was shedding of the feathers 
on the part of peacocks, but not ( showing partiality ) in learned 
discussions. There was walking around daring circnmambalations 
of the sacred fire, but not ( donbts ) a3 regards the interpretation of 
the Slstra3. There was talk abont the ( demi-gods called ) Vasns, 
in the course of legends concerning divine beings, bnt not (speaking 
abont money) in greed. There was counting by means of the rosa- 
ries of the rudrdjfrlu beads, but not (concern shown) towards the 
(physical) bodies. There was cutting off of the hair of the sages, 
during the initiation for a sacrifice, bnt not (loss of children of the 
sage*) by death. There was love for Rama owing to ( the study of) 
the epic liiniyina. but not (love for women) produced by youth. 
There was the facial change, consisting of wrinkles wrought by old 
age, but not (the facial change consisting of frowns) produced by 
pride of riches. And in that hermitage there was the killing of 
Sakuni (birds* — the warrior Sakcni — ), bnt only m the .VoAaJAiraia; 
there was talk of Vayu (delirium* — the TVind-god — ), but only in the 
(Tayo-) Parana-, there was the falling ( lapses on the part) of 
dtijas ( teeth — the Brahmanas — ). but only in old age ; there was 
dolncss ( — coolness — ), but only in the sandal-trees in adjacent 
gardens; there was the possession of Bfiuti ( wealth — ashes — }, but 
odIv in the case of fires ; there was a passion for listening to mu'ic, 
bnt only on the part of the deer; there was over-addiction to dancing 
( — shedding of feathers in dancing — ), but only on the part of 
pea-ocks ; there was Ehoga ( sensual enjoyment — an expanded 
hood — ). bnt only on the part of cobras ; there was the desire for 
S'rtp\ala (the fruits resulting from wealth — desire for the Bilva 
fruits — ), but only on the part of the monkeys ; and there was the 
going down (degradation — going underground — ), bnt only in the - 
case of the roots ( of trees ). 

x 1 " And I saw the sage JabSli seated on the ground in the shade of * 
a red Asoka tree which adorned the region of the central part of 

1 And not killing of birds ia tbe hermitage. 

2 And no raxing In deliriom ia tbs hermitsge. Eipla'n the other 

constructions similarly. * 
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that hermitage which was of the kind just described ■, it ( the tie®) 
had its foliage as red as the alaltala paint*, its branches were full of 
the skins of black antelopes and the water- gourds, which had been 
hung ( upon them ) by the ascetics ; on the parts of its root, the 
daughters of the ascetics had implanted marks of their five fingers 
dipped in yellow powdeT ; the water in the water-basin ( ronnd its 
root) wb 3 being drunk by young deer ; young boys of ascetics had 
hung upon it, in a close line, their garments of Kut'a fibres *, the 
ground underneath that tree was hallowed with a coating of green 
cow-dung; it looked beautiful on account of the flower- 
offerings made to it just at the moment •, it was not very large, hut, 
being circular ( in shape ), it spread aionud over a very large area. 
The sage was surrounded on all side s bv ( other ) great sages who 
had performed the most difficult religious austerities, just as the 
Earth is ( surrounded ) by the oceans, or as the Golden Mountain 
(Mera ) is by the Rula-mouutaius, or &s & sacrifice is by the sacri- 
ficial fires, or as the day at the time of Universal Destruction is by 
the Suns, or as time itself isby scons ( Kalpax ). His body was whitened 
by .old age, which caused tremor in his body ( — which shook Itself 
bodily — ), as though in fear of his terrible curse; which had got 
access to his hair (—caught him fondly by hi* hair — ), as 
though it were a loving mistress; which had caused wrinkles on his 
brow (-showed frowns onitsownbrow-), as though it wore enraged ; 
which had made him walk unsteadily (—it was itself walking unstea- 
dily — ), as though it were intoxicated ; which had produced moles 
on his body ( — showed the tilalla mark on its forehead—), as though 
it had been decorated ; and which was white like ashes (• — white 
with ashes — ), as though it were observing a vow. The sage, 
looked charming with his matted locks , which, beinglong, and white 
with the greyness of old age, looked ns though they were the 
( victorious ) flags of (i.e. proclaiming) his religious merit, raised on 
high on his having conquered all the sages by his penance, and 
which looked as though they were the ropo3 of holy merit, collected 
(by him) in order ( to be able) to ascend to heaven ( lit. the world of 
gods), and which (also) appeared as though they wero the sprouting 
bunches of the flowerk of the tree of his holy merit that had grown 
to a very great height. .The sago possessed a broads forehead over 
which the three-lined sacred mark ( tripundrala ) had been made with 
asbe9, and which ( therefore ) looked Uke the broad surface of the 
rock of the mountain llim&luya across which the three streams of 
the Ganges were rushing down obliquely. / His eyes were overhung 
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with his creeper-like eve-brow s which were in shape like a digit 
•of the moon with it 3 face turned downwards, and which were flabby 
owing to the folds of the 9 kin (at that part) hanging loose. He looked 
like the King Jahnu emitting the limpid stream of the ( river ) 
Ganges, since the front part ( of his body ) was ren dered whi te by 
the exceedingly w hite ravs of his tee th, which ( rays ) issued forth 
(from Ms mouth) m Ms lips were ever widely open owing to Ms 
constant repetition of the syllables of the Vedic mantra*, and 
which ( rays) looked as though they were the sprouts of ( the tree 
of) Truth, or a 3 though they were the pure actions of his senses, 
or as though they were the streams of the sentiment of com- 
passion ( innate in him ). He was never left by the bee s, which were 
attracted by his breath fragrant on account of Ms constantly exhal- 
ing the ( smell of the ) Soma juice ( drunk by him in sacrifices ), and 
which, as they ever danced about in the vicinity of the region of hi 3 
mouth, looked as though they were the syllables of curses, in 
bodily form. As be was exceedingly emaciated, he had a face in 
which the hollows of tho cheeks were mnch sunk, of which the chin 
and the nose we re ve ry prominent, in which the pnpil of the eye 
was somewhaT?erce-looking (or raised), in which the nnmerous hairs 
of the eye-lashes were dropping off (one by one) and (hence) had 
become sparse, in wMch the holes of the ears were blocked by the 
"hair growing long inside them, and of wMch the thick beard hung 
"lowjw^faL^s-the navel. His neck was thickly covered with the 
veins of.tne iSroat (which had become visibly prominent, and) which 
looked as though they were the reins, stretched very long, for 
controlling witMn the horses in the shape of the senses, 

, which are (by nature) exceedingly restless. He possessed a 
( white ) nodv . the skeleton of which had become prominent 
so that the bone 3 could be seen apaTt, and in which the white, 
sacred thread hung »cro *3 Ms shoulder ; — and which ( body, there- 
fore) looked as though it were the (pure) stream of the (river) 
•Ganges in which small ripples of waves are produced by the force 
of the breeze and in which (white) lotus-fibres are floating. He 
through the spaces between his moving fingers, 
a tosaty of beads made <sf piece*, of clear crystals, whith 
appeared as if it were a necklace of the (goddess) Sarasvatl, made 
of bright, big, round pearls ; and be ( therefore ) looked like a 

second Dhruva (pole-star) round wMch is ever revolvin g. the cycle 

-of stars. He was densely covered with a nstwork^&f^ftsT 
which had become prominent (i. ». visible), looking *3 if ij 0 Were 
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au old Ka1j>a-( wi«h-yieldiug celestial ) tree covered with a- 
^ maze o f faUy-grown creepers. He was clad in » silk-like white 
bark^-garmen t. which appealed as though it were made of the rays 
of the Moon, or ( made ) of the foam of ambrosia, or ( made ) of the 
threads of his numerous merits, which ( garment ) had been puri- 
fied by being washed in the waters of the Manasa lake, and 
which (being white) appeared as though it were a second cloak 
of old_a*re (covering his body). He looked beautiful with his 
crystal g on m which lay near him, which was filled with the water 
Of the Ganges, and winch stood on a tripod, like a bed of 
f all-blown white lotuses ( looking beantiful ) white ) royal 

8wan. He seemed as it were to be sharing with mountains 
his firmness, with the oceans his unruffled calm, with the Sun 
his lustre, with the cool-rayed moon his mildness, and with 
the expanse of the sky his purity. Like Garuda, the sou of 
Vinata, 1 he had obtained sovereignty over the Brahmattas by 
his own might. Like the lotus-seated god ( Brahmi. )*, he was 
the chief preceptor in the hermitage. Like an old sandal tree*, 
he possessed matted hair which was white like the sloughs ot 
snakes. Like an elephant of a fine breed 4 , he had long-growing 
hair on his ears. Like Brihaspati ( the preceptor of the gods )*, 
he had grown his hair (long) from bis very birth. Like the 
day*, be bad a face as brilliant as the orb of tho rising sun. 
Like tbe autumnal aentou, 7 he had exhausted the years (of his life) 
Like the King Santanu,* he held the vow of truth very dear. Like 
the palms of ( the hands of ) Parvnti,* he was skilled in the practice 
of holding ( i. e. counting the beads of) his rosary of rudraktha 
. beads. Like tbe Sun' 0 in the cold season, he wore an upper garment 

1 ‘Who his o burned sovereignty over birds.’ 

2 ‘Who Erst promulgated the four stages of life.’ 

3 ‘Which his its roots rendered white on account of the sloughs of 
snakes (lying upon them).’ 

4 ‘Whose earB sod tail hang down considerably (• «. are longer 
than usual 

5 ‘Who brought up Kacha, hie son, from his birth.’ 

6 ‘Whose early part is brilliant on account of tbe rising orb 
ot tho sun.’ 

7 'In which rain cesses.’ 

S ‘ To irbots hi* sett Phfah.w* w»t 4o*r. ' 

9 'Which are experts in the srt of seizing the round eyes ot S'iva 
' * (inkport).’ 

10 ‘ Who resorts to tbe northern quarter.’ 
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on his body, like the Vadarc submarine fire,* he always sub- 
sisted on milk. Like a deserted city,* he was the refuge of the poor, 
the helpless, and the afflicted. And, like the god Siva, 3 he had his 
body covered with hair gray like (or, with) ashes. 

And having seen him (Jabali), I thought ( within myself ) : — 
« Oh, the prowess of religion* austerities This form of him, al- 
though serene, is refulgent like heated gold* and hence it dazzles the 
eye-sight, like lightning flashing ( in the sky ). And althongh it 
(i. #. his form ) is always indifferent, still, being possessed of great 
might, it inspires fear, a* it were, in a person coming to (see) 
him for the first time. The lustre, even of ascetics with slight 
penance, is in its very nature always intolerant ( of other lustres ), 
its action being a* swift as that of fire fallen on dried reeds, or on 
Kuta grass, or on flowers , mnch more so must be then the lustre of 
divine persons, like this ( J&bili ), whose feet are saluted by all the 
world, who have destroyed ( their own ) *in by constant penance, 
who, with their superhuman sight, can see the whole world as 
clearly as thongh it were a ( small ) aaalala fruit placed upon their 
palm, and who annihilate ( other people's ) sin Even the ( mere) 
repetition of the names of great sages is holy ; mnch more so, then, 
would be their ( actual ) sight. Blessed is this hermitage, where he 
( Jihili ) is the ruler. Or rather, the whole world lt-elf is blessed, 
in being inhabited by this ( sage Jibili ), ( who is ) the lotus-born 
god ( Brahmi ) on earth. These sages have certainly ( a stock of) 
religious merit, since they attend upon him day and night, as 
upon another god Brahma, listening to holy legends, and 
looking with steadfast eyes at his face, having abandoned all 
other duties ( for the time being). Even Saras vati ( the Goddess 
of Speech ) is ( to be considered as ) blessed, since she, enjoying 
the contact with his lotns-hke face, and being surrounded by ( his ) 
beautiful teeth (when he talks), ever dwells in his mind 
which is always very calm, from which flows a stream of 
compassion, and whose gravity is unfathomable; — (Sarasvati)- 
thus resembling a female swan, who, being surrounded by charming 
birds and enjoying contact with lotuses, resides in the Jfanata 
lake which is always perfectly transparent, which is ever overflow- 
ing with water, and whose depth is unfathomable. After a lon<-- 

1 ‘Which always subsists on tbe (oceanic) water*.’ 

2 ‘Where the houses are llMookirg, ownerless, and dilapidated.* 

3 ‘Whose body is whitened by the aacred ashes, and is embraced bv* 

Pirvath’ } 
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-time, indeed, have the font Vedas, which ( originally ) resided in 
the lotns-Uhe months of the god Brahma, obtained this second, 
'additional, snitable dwelling-place. All the lores in the world, 
which had become vitiated by contact with the Kail age, have once 
again become pure by having come to him, thus resembling rivets 
which, made turbid during the rainy season, become pure when, they 
approach autumn. Undonbedly, the divine D Karma (Religion) 
must not be remembering the Krita age here, since ha ( Religion ) 
dwells hero in his entirety, having defeated (overpowered) the (evil) 
workings of the Kali ago ( in which Dbarma is reduced to one' 
fourth ). Sorely, now the sky most not bo feeling any pride at its 
being the residence of all the Seven Sages’, having now seen that 
the earth is occupied by this mighty sage Oh 1 This old age, 
which is white like a mass of foam, must indeed be highly re- 
doubtable, since it felt no fear as it descended on his thick, matted 
hair, which is as difficult to gar e upon as the collected rays of the 
snn at the time of Universal Destruction, and which is white like 
the rays of the moon j — ( old ago ) which is like the river Ganges, 
white with a mass of foam, descending upon tho thick, matted hair , 
of Siva, (or) like an oblation of milk falling upou the mass of 
flames of the ( sacrificial ) fire. Even the numerons rays of the awn 
avoid, from a distance, his penance-grove, as though they were 
afraid of tho might of the divine sage, who has darkened his hermi- 
tage with the clouds of smoko proceeding from tho ample quantity 
of ghee ( sacrificed to fire by him ). And here theso ( holy ) fires, 
whoso numerous flames are collected into one mass, being shaken 
by tho wind, receive, with folded hands as it were, the oblations 
consecrated with manlrat, out of their love for him. And this wind, 
redolent-of thefragrani.fi of the flowers of tho creepers in tho hermi- 
tage, having shaken his silk-like bark-garments, is blowing gently, 
and approaching him in (great ) fear as it were. Generally, all lus- 
tres are (by nature) difficult to bo oven-ome e\en by the five great 
Elements^ and ha Is tha chief among all (auch) lastres. The world, 
as occupied by this illustrious petson,seems to contain two suns as it 
were. Tha Earth seems to he motionless, as though through tha 
support given ( to it ) by him. Re is ( as it were ) the stream of 
. compassion ( which ever flows from him); the bridge for crossing 
the ocean in the form of this mundane existence; the reservoir of 

1 The constellation «o called. 

2 Pis., the earth, water, fire, wind, and ether. 
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the waters in the form of forgiveness, the axe for (cutting through)- • 
the forest of the trees in the form of desires ; the ocean from which 
springs the nectar in the form of contentment ; the teacher of the 
path of perfection (in spiritual attainment ); the Setting-mountain,- 
(as it were ), for (the evil planets in the form of) all erroneous 
ideas; he i3 the very root, (so to say), of the tree of tranquillity; he 
is ( as it were ) the centre of the wheel in the form of wisdom ; the 
anpporting staff of the banner m the form of Religion ; a holy 
pool of water possessing flights of steps in the shape of all the 
lores ; the submarine f'adaaz fire to the ocean in the form of 
greed ; the tonch-stone for (testing) the jewels in the form of the 
S'astra j , the wild conflagration to the foliage in the form of 
passion; the most powerful spell for (snbdning) the snake in the 
form of anger , the sun for (dispelling) the darkness in the form 
of ignorance, a bolt for closing the gates of hell; the here- 
ditary dwelling-place of good conduct , and (as it were) the abode 
of all auspicious things. In him there is no room for the workings 
of passion ; he points out the good paths (of conduct) . he is the 
very source of goodness ; he is (as it were) the (supporting) rim 
of the wheel in the form of energy ; he is the abode of greatness • 
he is tho enemy of the Kali ago , he is the treasure of religious 
austerities ; he is the friend of truth ; he is the birth-place (as it 
were) of straightfoiwardness ; he is the source of all meritorious 
deeds ; he affords no room to jealous thoughts ; he is the enemy 
of ill-luck ; he gives no room for insult ; he does not harbour 
pride ; he is no friend of meanness ; he is not influenced by an<*er * 
he is not tempted by sensual objects ; and he is averse to sensual 
enjoyment. By the very kindness of this divine sage, the penance- 
grove has become one where there is no hostility and no jealousy. 
Oh, the might of^reat-souled personages i For, in this hermitage 
even animals have abandoned their ever-lasting { mutual ) 
animosities, and, becoming quiet-souled, are enjoying the happi- 
ness of residing in a penance-grove- For example: — Here is this 
snake, who, suffering from the ( fierce ) heat of the sun, is en- 
tering — without any fear — ( the shade of ) a peacock's tail as 
though it were a plot of fresh, green grass, ( the tail ) which 
resembles iu its appearance a bed of full-blown lotuses, in which 
are flashing forth hundreds of beautiful circular spots, and which 
is Tariegated like the lustre of the glances of a deer. Here Is a 
young antelope, who has left his mother, and, havin'* become 
familiar with the cubs of lions whose manes have not yet grown 
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is sacking the female lion’s adders, from which is dripping ft 
stream of milk. Here is a lion whose massive mane, which is 
white like the rajs of the moon, is being polled by young 
elephants mistaking it for a bundle of lotu3-fibres, and who with 
his eyes closed, is enjoying it immensely. Here this troop of 
monkeys, with their ( natural ) trickiness set aside, are bringing 
fruits to the yonng sons of ascetics who have (just) taken their 
bath. Here are elephants, who, although they are in rut (and 
therefore) lotions, do not, out of a feeling of pity, turn away 
"by means of the flappings of their ears, the swarms of bees which 
are seated upon their broad temples, and which are motionless on 
account of having drunk their (iutoxicating) ichor -fluid. "What 
more (need be said than this )? — -In the case of this divine sage, 
even the inanimate tree*, to which an appearance of ( wearing ) 
npper-gannents made of black deer’s skin is constantly being 
imparted on account of the upward-spreading Une3 of smoke from 
th<* sacrificial fires of the ascetics, appear as though they are 
observing ( religions ) vows, inasmuch as they produce fruits and 
roots', and possess barks'. What to say, then, of the animate 
creatures ( appearing as observing religions vows) ? ” 

While I was thus reflecting, Barfta placed me in a certain spot 
in the shadow, underneath that at'oka tree and, having made an 
obeisance to his father by touching his feet, he eat on a seat of ku/a 
gra«s which lay not very close to his father. Seeingme, all those sages 
asked him, after he had taken his seat, — “ Whence did you get this 
yonng parrot r” He replied to them: — “I found this young 
parrot when I went off from this place for my hath. He had fallen 
down from his nest on the tree by the hank of the lotus-lake 
{ Pampa ). Suffering from the heat of the sun. he was lying upon 
a heap of hot dust ■, his body had lost all its strength on account of 
his fall from a great height, and Very little life seemed left in him. 
I took pity on him and brought him here, since it was not possible 
to put him hack in hianest, as the tree is difficult to be climbed by 
(ns) ascetics. As Iod®, therefore, &3 be may be nnable to fly np 
into the sky on account of his wings not being folly grown, so long 
let him stay here, in a hollow of somo hermitage-tree, nourished 
with juices of fmit3 and collections of nxtSra grain brought to him 
" by the tons of the o*cetics and by myself. It is the duty of persons 

1 Also, ‘who subsist cn fruits and roots.’ 

2 Alto, **ho wear Wk-clotbes.’ 
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like us to protect those who haTfi no protector. "With wings grown, 
and able to fly in to the sky, he may go where he likes, or may continue 
-to stay here , if he becomes ( so much ) attached to U3.” When he 
heard this and similar talks concerning me, the divine Jibili’s 
cariosity was ronsed to some extent ; and, bending his neek a 
little, he looked at me for a long while with his exceedingly calm 
gaze, as thongh thereby immersing me in holy waters ; and, appear- 
ing to have recognized me. ha looked at me again and again, and 
exclaimed, “He is experiencing the fruit of his own misdeeds.” 
For, on account of the might of his penance, that divine sage, who 
can look into the three times (cir. past, present and fntnre) sees 
with his divine sight the whole world as thongh it lay in the palm 
of his hand ; he knows all the former births ( of any person ); he 
can even foretell future events ; and he can predict the length of 
the life of any creatnre that may come within the range of his 
sight. For these reasons, all those assembled ascetics, who had 
heard ( what he had said about me ), and who were aware of the 
sage’s prowess, became curious to know what sorts of misdeeds I 
had committed, and why they were committed, and who I was in 
my former birth. And they asked that divine sage . — “Please, 
holy Sir, tell us what kind of misdeed it was whose frnit is 
being experienced by him, who he was in his former birth, how 
he came to be born as one of the feathered kind, and what his 
name is. Please satisfy oar cariosity ( on these points. ) ( You 
can do it), for you are the spring of all miracles ( or, of wonderful 
•things).” 

That great sage, being requested in this manner by that 
-assembly of ascetics, made this reply : — Thi3 wonderful storv 
which you wish me to relate is Terr long, and very little remains 
of the day (to tell it in.) The time for my bath has approached, 
while the time for yonr ( usual ) rites of divine worship is also 
passing away. You should, therefore, get up and first finish, 
all of yon. your customary daily duties. And after the 
lapse of the afternoon, when you have dined on roots, fruits 
&c.. and will be sitting at leisure. I will relate to you all ( that 
•story) from the very beginning, (including) who he is, and what 
he has done in his former birth, and how he came to be born in 
this world. In the meanwhile, ha also should be fed so that his 
fatigue is removed. Undoubtedly, when I shall be relatin'* his 
story, he too will fully remember everything that occurred 
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in Ha fanner birth, as it he were experiencing ( the same again ) 
in a dream.” Jn3t as he said this he got op, and, in the company 
of those ascetics, finished his osoal daily duties including bath &c. 
t By this time the day had drawn to its close. The finn, who 
was in the sky, appeared actually to bear, as unguent applied to his 
body, that red-sandal paste which was offered to him on the earth 
by the sages, after they had bathed, in the course of their ( usual ) 
rite of the worship ( of the sun ). The day became lean ( i. «. came 
to its eud ), and had its sunshine lessened, as though all its spread- 
ing light had been drunk up by those ascetics, who, with their faces- 
upturned and with theu eyes riveted on the solar orb, observe the 
vow of drinking solar heat. The sun hnng downwards from the sky, 
his light becoming red like the colour of the feet of doves, having 
contracted its rays', as though wishing to avoid touching the 
group of the Seven Sages* who were then just rising (in the sky ). 
The solar otb, whose shooting rays had become reddish, was reflected, 
in tho western ocean, and it9 imago thus appeared to be as if it 
were the lotus which grows from the navel of god Yishnu who- 
reclines on his watery couch, and which ( lotus ) has a stream of 
(reddish) honey flowing from it/ Like birds at the close of the- 
day, the rays of the aun left the earth’s surface, abandoned the 
lotus-beds, and betook themselves to the tops of the trees in the 
hermitage and to the peaks of hills. The trees in the hermitage, 
on which were visible patches of red sunshine, for a while appeared 
beautiful, os though the (resident) ascetics had hnng upon them their 
red bark-clothes. ( And when the divine sun had (finally ) set, there 
was seen red twilight rising up from the edge of the western ocean, 
like a ( red ) coral creeper. At that time the hermitage 
became one in which contemplation was being practised (by the 
a«eetics )-, which looked charming owing to the sounds of the 
streams of milk of the sacrificial cows which were being milked, 
there on one side ; in which green hi*‘a grass was being spread on 
altars of sacrificial fires *, and in which the balls of cooked rice were- 
being tossed in various spots by the daughters of ascetics as offerings 
to the guardian-deities of the (eight) quarters. The tawny 
twilight with the stars in it becoming red was seen returning 
by the sages, as though it were the tawny cow of red-pupiled. 
eyes, be’ouging to the penance-grove, now returning at the close 

1 AtiO meaning ‘ feet. ' " — — - 

2 A constellation of this name. 
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of the day, having wandered somewhere £ daring the interval 
between morning and evening). Being plunged in grief at 
the recent departure of the San, the Ksnnlini (lotin-bed) appeared 
as if she were observing a vow for being again united with (her 
lord) the San, bearing a (white) goard in the shape of Iotas* 
hods, dressed ia white silk in the shape of swans, wearing the 
white yajnopartta (sacred) thread in the form of the lotns-fibres, 
and bearing a rosary in the form of the circular rows of bees. 
The sky bore ( upon it3 surface ) the starry clusters, as 
thoagh they were the scattered watery spray that flew up by 
the force of the San's fall when he fell (» e. descended) into the 
waters of the Western ocean. Very soon the star spangled sky 
looked beautiful as though it had been studded with the flowers 
offered by the daughters of the Siddtas when they worshipped 
the Twilight. And in a short while all that hue of the twilight 
disappeared (entirely), as thoagh it Lad been washed with the- 
handfuls of water thrown upwards, during worship- by the sages 
with their faces uplifted. 

iWhen twilight had vanished, night, sorrowing over her loss, 
wore a new (veil of) darkness, as if it were the akin of a black 
antelope,/ The darkness made evcrvthing,else dark, excepting the 
hearts of the sages. And m due order, having heard the news that 
the Sun had set, the nectar-rayed (moon), who 1 appeared to be very 
red, who 1 made the sky look whlfe a3 though it were a clean silk- 
like bark-garment, and who 1 3 was accompanied with his wives the 
stars (or, wives with Tara in their midst), occupied the aky as 
though he were occupying a hermitage in the world of gods. — the 
aky on whose 4 far-off borders was visible a streak of darkness 
resembling a thin line of the tanila trees, which 5 was occupied by the 
constellation of the Seven sage9 (the Great Boar), which had become 

1 Also, ‘in whom was produced a desire for renunciation* (at the los* 
of the San). 

2 Also, ‘who wore a clean, white, silk-like bark-garment.* 

3 Also, 'whose mind is engaged in the contemplation of tLe sacred 

syllable On.’ 

4 (With hermitage), * on whose skirts there was a th’o line of the 

taaiiUa trees like a streak of darkness 

5 (With hermitage), ‘which was inhabited by thegroops of the seven 

tireat Sages.’ * 
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holy ou account of the movements' of the star Arnudhati, in which.* 
war present the A'lhadha. constellation, in which 1 was visible the 
.l/ula constellation, and in one part of which 4 there was the Sffiga 
constellation with its charming stars. Like the Ganges falling 
(npon the earth) from Siva's head, Moonlight, which 1 ' was white like 
swans and which* caused tides in the oceans, foil upon the earth 
from the sky which* hore the moon as its ornament and which 
was* decked with the pieces of potsherds in the form of the stats.# 
The deer (dcer-shaped spot on the Moon) was then seen, motionless 
•in form, as though it were stock in the mud of ambrosia when it 
had descended into the lake in the form of the Moon, (the lake) 
white* with blooming lotuses, with a keen desire to drink the water 
in the form of the moonlight. The lakes full of night-lotnsea 
were penetrated by the moon’srjoams which were white like tho 
fresh, white blossoms of the tindhuvara tree, as thongh they (the 
rays) were so many (white) swans coming down to the ocean after 
the close of the rainy season In the form of the darkness. At that 
time tho orb of the Moon, from which all the redness of (».«., 
-occasioned by) its rise had disappeared, looked as if it were the 
temple-region of the elephant Air a vat a from which the (red) 
itnfiira paint had been washed off by his having bathed in tho 
celestial Ganges. And when the divine Moon (/it. he who sheds a 
stream of cold ) had gradually risen a good deal (in the sky) •, — 
when the world was whitened by moonlight as if with a coating 
of powderod efiuntm ; — when the btee*e3 (usually blowing) in tbo 
early part of the nigbt had begun to blow, (broezes) wbicb were 
slow in their movements on account of the fall of tho dow-drops, 
which possessed the sweet fragrance of the beds of the nlght-lotnsos 
which were (then) opening, and whose coming (».«., blowing) was 
welcomed (with delight) by the deer in hermitages who were lying 

1 (With hermitage), ‘which w»« punli-d by the movements (i,e. 

residence) of Arudhatt(the wife of Vaa *h)ha).' s 

2 (With hermitage), * in which were kept staffs of tho PaU4a tree.* 

3 (With hermitage), 1 in wbichcoul l ln> teen (edible) root* (of tree*).* 

4 (With hermitage), • in a part of »I>hIi there were deer with charm- 

ing eye-balla.’ 

5 (With Ganges)— ‘which is wh t- wilt, swans ’ • 

C (With Gsoges)— ‘which fill* th« ■ which the joins) * 

7 <W»th6tva*a head}— (to the >u . 

8 ^tik* atm * U ‘ d) ~‘* hich ’ 1 »ilh pieces of skulls (bright) 

f) ALq — ‘ white like a foil-bio 
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at ease, their eye-balls heavy with the influence of Jeep sleep, their 
closed eye-lashes being stack together, and their months moving 
slowly on account of the rumination they had (ju3t) began and 
when the night had been cut short only by half a watch (period 
of three hours ) — [at such a time] Hirlta took me up after X had my 
meal , and, being accompanied by all those sages, approached his 
father (Jabaii) who was seated on a cane-seat in a part of the 
penance-grove illumined by moonlight, and who was being slowly 
fanned by a pupil of luS, named Jalapuda, who was seated at no great 
distance, and who had in his hand a paiitra of dfiriin grass and a 
holy fan made of deer-*kin, and thus spoke to him * — ■■ O father, all 
these assembled sages have come here and are waiting, forming a 
circle round you , their hearts are filled with a desire to hear that 
wonderful story. And we have removed the fatigue of this young 
bird here. Please relate, therefore, what he did in his former birth, 
who he was (then) and who he will be (in the future).’’ That great 
sage, when he was thus addressed, looked at me who had been 
placed m his front , and, knowing that all those sages were desirous 
of listening with undivided attention, he slowly spoke (as fol- 
lows) : — “Listen, if you are (so) curious (about it). • 

There is, in the country cf Avanti, a city called Ujjayini, 
which excels in splendour the world of the gods, and is the orna- 
ment of all the three worlds It is (so holy that it is) as if it were 
the birth-place of the Krila age. It is as if it were a second Earth 
created, suitable for hu residence, by the divine Siva, the lord of 
the JVtmifAu', who (Siva) is called (there) by the name of 
J/sUIPj, and who brings about the creation, the maintenance, and 
the destruction of the three worlds. It is surrounded by an encircl- 
ing ditch fall of water, so deep as to reach the bottom of the Earth, 
as though by an o.-ean mistaking it for another Earth. It is sur- 
rounded by a circular rampart which is whitened with rdMuam-paint. 
and whose row3 of tnrrets kiss the surface of the sky, (thus) appear- 
ing as if it were the mountain KaiHsa (- which is white like cAunia 
and whose rows of peaks touch the surface of the sky), surrounding 
it out of Its affection for it ns a dwAling-plaee of Siva It is 
decked with long, big market-roads, which look &3 if they were the 
oceans (left bare) when their waters were drunk up by ( the sage) 
Agastya, since they ( the roads ) have in them, exposed ( for sale ), 
.heaps of conches, oyster-shell*, pearls, corals, and emerald gems, and 
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sirce they are stacked with, gold-dust and gravel-heaps. It is- 
decked with picture-galleries which are fall of ((he paintings ofy 
god 3 , demons, Siddhas, Gandharvas, Vidyadharas, and Nagas, and 
which (therefore) look a3 if they were a fleet of aerial cars' from- 
heaven, descended there from the eky on account of an eager desire- 
to see the fair ladies engaged in the constant festivities (held in the 
city) Its squares are decked with sacred shrines, which look glossy 
like the Mandara mountain when it was whitened with tho milk 
tossed up daring the churning ( of tho ocean ), which bear on their 
tops resplendent jars made of gold, and which, having their white 
banners flattering high in the wind, look like the peaks of the 
Himalaya mountain upon which is falling ( from above) the ( milk- 
white) stream of the celestial Ganges. . It is decked with suburbs. 
In which there are reservoirs of water (for drinking purposes) 
beautifully furnished with ehuiiam-coated (or, — formed) raised seats, 
in which there is (always) darkness on account of (the presence of) 
green gardens watered by mesas of water-wheels constantlyinmotion, 
and which are rendered grey with the pollen of Itlali blo»somsr 
The orchards adjoining its houses are darkened with swarms of 
(black) bees noisy with intoxication. In it blow breezes 
fragrant with the persistent odour of the flowers of tho creepers 
in its gardens. In it is pnbljcly announced tho worship of 
the God of Love, by means of banners with staffs of tnadana 
trees, marked with figures ‘of sharks and raised aloft on every 
house with the auspicious hells (attached to them) tinkling, with 
flags consisting of reddish silk, fwilh rid c /omits fastened to 
them aud studded with (pieces [of) coral. In that city the 
sins ( of the people ) are all wiped off by the noise of the 
( sacred ) studies which are always carried on thcro. There 
the intoxicated peacocks, ardently engaged in dancing and havtu- 
their plumages unfurled to a circle, set np a loud tnmult 
with their cries, in houses famished with water-fountains, in 
which there is the deep rambling of clouds in the form of the diilL 
sound of the drums (beaten therein during muaic-praotico), wherein 
there are showers of rain in the form of jets of dense, watery spray, 
and which are beautified with the rain-lows produced by the roys 
of the Sun as they fall around (over that watery spray). It is 
given a majestic appearance by thousands of tanks, appearing ns ' 
though they were th« (one) t housand eyes of Icdra, in that 
1 Fntt of gods, OrUiODt 4c. t ».UU K ■ II. Kits ). — — — 
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they 1 look lovely with full-blown lotuses ( growing therein ), 
-have their* interiors whitened with full-blown lotuses, and 
appear* charming by the fish visible therein. It is whitened 
in all directions with the ivory terraces (of its mansions), which 
are surrounded by dense groves of plantain trees, and which 
look white like a mass of the foam of nectar. It is encircled 
by the river Sipra, which appears to wash the sky as it were 
(by reason of its possessing high swollen, upward-rising waves), 
the waters of which are agitated by the jar-shaped breasts of the 
ladies of the ilatava country intoxicated by the pride of their 
youth, and which always wears ripples (upon its surface) as if they 
were the wrinkles of her frown, she having become jealous on seeing 
the celestial river Ganges on the bead of the divine Mahakala k Siva). 
The city is inhabited by pleasnre-loving people, whose fame is 
known all over the world. Like the Moon* in the matted hair of 
Siva, they possess wealth in crores. Like the mountain Maina ka, 5 
they never know ( nudce ) partiality ( for any person or thing ). 
Like the stream* of the Ganges, they exhibit (i.e., possess) heaps 
of gold and mbits. Like the law-codes called 5nnr»r. 7 they cause 
to be built public halls, caravansaries, wells, pnblic places for 
-drinking water, gardens, temples, bridges, and mechanical 
-contrivances (like water-wheel etc.). Like the mountain Mandara,* 
they wear upon their persons all the choice jewels (to be found) 
•in the ocean. Although they are masters of snake-charms,* still 
they are afraid of snakes. Although** they employ rogues as 
■their servants, still their wealth is subsisted upon by loving 
(good) persons. Although they are brave, still they bend to 

1 ( With eye* ) — * w.iich are as love] j as full-blow n lotuses 

2 ( With ejes )—* whese internal surface is white like full-llown 

lotuses*. 

3 ( With eyes ) — 1 which are charming because they gsze on without 

winking.’ 

4 * which has prominent ends.’ 

3 ' which never experienced the catting of its wings ( at the hands 

of lodra ).' 

6 * which displays innumerable golden lotoses ( growing in it 

7 * which lay Jo* a that halls etc. should bs built (as works of 

charity).’ 

. £ * which took out of the ocean all its wealth of jewels.’ 

9 ( Real sense ) — ■* they poesers emerslds and are afraid of lewd 

persons.’ 

10 ( Real sense ) — 1 they lire on the produce of their own fields, and 
their wealth Is at the disposal of all who seek It.* 
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otlicte, 1 Although their speech i3 ogreable (t.e , pleasing to 
hear), alill they speak the truth (onlj). Although they are 
handsome, still they aro satisfied with their own wives (i they 
do not lead immoral lives). Although they always addre’a 
requests to gnosts to visit (their houses), still they never know 
requesting other persons (i e , to gain any selfish cnd3 of their 
own). Although their pursuits are pleasure and inoncy-getting> 
still they keep Duty pro eminently in view. Although* they are 
very powerful, still they aro afraid of other people (or their 
enemies). They have a special knowledge (i.« , aro exports in 
the chief points) of all tho arts. They aro liberal, they 
arc clever, and their speech is always accompanied with a 
smile They aro skilled in (carrying on) jocular conversation, 
their dress is brilliant, and they learn all the dialects (prevailing 
in tho various parts of tho country). They are clever at witty 
repartees, they have become wise by having studied romances and 
tales, and they know all the alphabets. They love (to read) the 
Mahabharata,.the Puranas, anil the RamSyana, and they are well 
acquainted with (the contents of) tho RrihatVathl. They fully 
master all the various arts such as playing at dice &c., they have 
a liking for tho study of the Vedas, they are passionatoly fond 
of fine sayings, and thoy aro self-controlled. Liko the 1100 * 0 * in 
tho month of Chaitra, they are always courteous Like a forosi* 
ou tho HimiUys mountain, thoy aro guileless at heart. Like 
Lakshmana,* they know how to wiu (tho favours of) ladies. Like 
Satrughna * they show that they are familiar with the science of 
dramaturgy. Like the day', they follow (the advice of) their 
friends I/ike the doctrine* of the Buddhists, they were courage- 
ous enough to say ' yes * to all (suppliants) Liku tho Siimkhya 
philosophy* thoy possess men who are leaders. And, liko 


( Heal sense ) — 1 they are modest 

( lt»nl sense )— ‘ they are exceedingly right-on*, and they ars 
1 o£ ihe next world.’ 

‘ Which nlwsys Mow* from the aonthrrn quarter ' 

* In which there are saruia trees.’ 

* Who wan skilled in attending upon (his elder brother) Him*.’ 

* Who had shown hi* fondness for (his brother) Fherata,' 

' Which follows (the tise of) l' o Sun.’ 

‘Which boldly denies everything (or,, asserts the exists oca 
every tfurg). ’ 

* Which consists of PredhAnn ( primordial m»tter) end rtirwWm 
’’•iruthai— eecondiry products.)’ 
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tb.9 religion’ of the Jains3, they take pity on all living creatures- 
On account of it3 (big) mansions the city appears to be fall of 
hills, as it were ; on account of its extensive buildings it seems to 
contain large suburbs within itself, as it were . on account of the 
virtuous persons (dwelling therein), it seems to possess (a number 
of ) wish-granting kalpa trees, as it were . and by reason of the 
walls (of its mansions) being piinted. it seems to be exhibiting the 
entire form of the whole world, as it were. Like the Twilight,* 
it is red on account of the rabies (it contains). Like the body* of 
Indra. the lord of the gods, it is sanctified by the smoko proceed- 
ing from the fires of hundreds of sacrifices (which are being 
performed therein) Like the sportive dance* of Siva, it smiles 
with turrets (painted) white with cSunm Like an old woman. 1 2 3 4 5 6 it 
is the abode of gold (or. contains golden houses) Like the body' of 
Garnda. it is attractive owing to there being no lapse from righteous 
conduct Like the morning time. 7 8 9 * it has all its citizens thoroughly 
enlightened (i cultured' Lika the dwelling-pi v.e* of Sahara*, it 
has white mansion* wherein eh-rcrist are hanging down from p j gs. 
Like th9 body 1 of the serpent Sesha, it always bears (on its houses) 
excellent and fresh glurun paint (or. which ha- charming hills in 
its vicinity). Like the time 1 ' 1 of thi charuing of the ocean, it has 
Iargs colonies of cowherds occupying (all its pirts in) 
all directions. Like a spot 11 12 where a royal coronation has 
been hold, it ha* (within itself) thousands of jars fall of gold 
coins («r, thousands of goldsmiths). Like the goddess P.arvati, 1 * 
it possesses (within itself) suitable idols mounted on big pedestal*. 

1 « Welch is compassionate towards all living things.' 

2 * which is red like rubies.’ 

3 * which is hallowed with the srajke from the fires of his JO) 
«acri5ce9.* 

4 * in which there is (S'lva’s) lond laughter white like nectar.’ 

5 1 who ha* lo*t all her beauty.’ 

6 * which is charming owing its b»ing ridden by Vishnu.’ 

7 ‘in which all people are awake.’ 

8 * in which the hon*es are white with elephants’ tusks and tails’ 
ot the eh a mi *a deer binging down ( from the walls).’ 

9 * which always supports the Earth resting upon it.* 

* l<t * when the «p» arter -regions were filled with • terrible din.’ 

11 1 wherein are visible thousands of golden pitchers.’ 

12 ‘whose form habitually occupies the big lion as its s»at (*.e 
its vehicle).’ 
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Like Aditi, 1 it is fall of thousands of sacred temples. Like the 
•sportive exploits* of the Great Boar (the incarnation of Vishnu), 
it exhibits (in its gambling saloons) the throws of golden dice. 
Like Kadru,* it gives delight to large crowds of gallants (who 
make merry therein). Like the plot 4 of the Harivatnta, it 1 b 
charming on account of the various sports of children ( to be 
seen in it ). Although* therein there is open intercourse with 
i ladies, still it keeps its moral character unimpaired. Although* 
it is red in colour, atill it is white like nectar (like cAunarn)- 
. Although it (* its residents) puts on pearl-necklaces, still it is 
without the ornaments of pearl-necklaces* (or, it has ornaments 
•without pearl-necklaces). And although* of varied (changing) 
disposition, still it is firm. 

>14 In that city the divine Sun daily appears as if he is making 
a low bow to Mab&kala (Siva), when passing (across tbe sky), 
since the banner-cloth of his chariot droops before him as his 
horses turn their mouths downwards, being attracted by the very 
melodious sounds of the singing of ladies practising music on tho 
• terraces of lofty mansions, In that city the rays of the San' 
appear beautiful (in various ways) (thus), upon the vermeil 
jewelled pavements they appear (to shine) as if reddened with the 
hue of Twilight ; upon emerald platforms, as if they had com- 
menced rolling on (green) lotns-plants-, upon pavements of the 
/<»/»'* lazuli, as if they were shooting across the expanse of the 
sky ; upon clouds of the smoke of black nyuru wood, as if engaged 
un dispelling a mass of darkness; upon festoons of pearls, 
as though they have overpowered (*.»., dimmed tho lustre of) the 
clusters of star3 ; upon the faces of beautifal women, as though 

1 ‘ A ho is waited upon by thousands of families of gods (whose mother 
.■be is).’ 

% 'Which brought about tbe destruction of the demon Hiranylkshs.' 

b 'Who gives delight to the world of mates (whose mother she la).’ 

4 ‘ Which is interesting because it detains many stories of K mhos’* 
frolics when he was a child.’ 

& ( Real sense )— ■' therein tbe people resort to the open roort-yards 
• ( for open air eojojrment* ).’ 

6 ( Host sense 1 — 1 therein the four csstes are friendly to one another, 
and it is white with the cAunam-paiot ( of its bouses ).’ 

7 (Real sense ' it * as decked with plenum- ground*. (or v mon.**- 
.taries).' 

8 ( Real tense )— 1 1 it contains citizens of various classes and it it firm 
v(io Us foundations).* 

\ 
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they were kissing (i.«. lightly touching) full-blown, lotuses ; upon 
-the light flashed out by the crystal walls, as though they had 
fallen right in the midst of moonlight at dawn; upon white bauner- 
~cloths, a9 though they were lying upon the ripples o^Jthe celestial 
Ganges ; upon the tiryaiania stones, aa though sprouting from 
them shining with offshoots of light) ; and, passing through 
•the apertures of windows (having frames ) of sapphires, they 
appear as if entering inside the cavity of the mouth of Kahn 
(who eclipses them). On account of the brilliance of the orna- 
ments worn by the women of that city, the nights pass, as if coloured 
<redlish-yelIow by morning sunlight, wherein the ChakravAka pairs 
are not separated as no darkness appears; in which the lamps burning 
at the time of sexual sports are rendered superfluous; and in which 
the quarters appear as if set ablaze by the fire of Love produced 
(in the hearts of its citizens). That city, wherein is present the 
three-eyed god Siva, constantly resounds with the exceedingly 
sweet noise of the Socks of domestic swans, the cause of the 
fever (giving rise to the torment) of love, which, as it spreads on, 
looks like the lamentation of Rati, caused by the burning of Cupid 
(and which is heard in the vicinity of the god Siva who burnt 
him). In that city, on account of the silken fringes of (banner-) 
cloths fluttering in the breeze and gleaming on high, the palaces 
appear as though wiping off, with arms raised aloft in the form of 
•their upwards-pointing flags, the blot on the Moon caused by 
his being put to sbame by the (superior) splendour of the lotus- 
like faces of the ladies of the Malar a country. In that city, the Moon, 
under the guise of his reflected images, falls and rolls upon the 
jewel pavements cool by being abundantly sprinkled over with thick 
sandal-water, as though he had been completely subdued by love 
at the sight of the faces of the ladies of the city as they recline 
on the roofs of the mansions. In that city, the auspicious songs, 
sung at dawn by numerous caged parrots and starlings (noi'nat) 
awakened at the close of the night, are rendered vain, even though 
the birds sing in their loudest tones, since they (the songs) cannot be 
^heard distinctly on account of the jingling sound of the ornaments 
i of ladies, which (sound) spreads (everywhere) and (also) drowns the 
cotes of the domestic sarasa birds. In that city there is absence 
\of cessation, 1 but only in the case of jewels serving as lamps (and 
mo absence of cessation— -from evil courses — in the case of men) ; 

1 f. t. from burning. 

K. T. 10 
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there was taralata (the state o! having a central gem), but only in 
the case of necklaces (but no tnrofato— fickleness of mind — among the 
people) ; there was want of steadiness (»' e. variation) but only in 
the case of the sounds of drums beaten during music (hut no 
transgression of the rules of proper conduct among men) there 
was separation of eouples, but only of the ehalrataka birds (and 
not of human beings); there was examination of tarTln (testing 
of colour), but only in the case of gold (and not of the castes* of the 
people); there was wavering, but only in the case of flags (andjiot 
of the hearts of men) ; there was hatred of .1/tlra (the sun), 1 but only 
la the case of night-lotuses (and not of friends among the people) ; 
and there was Koi'agupti (the being concealed in the sheaths), but 
only in the case of swords (and no concealment of treasures for 
fear of thieves &c among men). "What moro need be said (in 
praise of the city) ? God Siva, the f oo to tho demon Andhaka- 
having given np his (well-known) fondness for residing upon 
Kailisa, dwells in it in his own person bearing the appellation of 
MaMklla; he, the rays of the nails of whose feet are touched by the 
ray3 of the jewels on the crowns of gods and demons (as they bow 
down to his feet) ; who tore open (» « killed) the mighty demon 
Andbaka by his sharp trident ; tho light of the moon on whose crest 
is scratched by the edges of P&rvati’s anklets ; who has smeated his 
body with the dust of the ashes of the three cities (which belonged 
to the demons and which he burnt); he whose feet are worshipped 
with a number of bangles falling down (upon them) from the two 
arms spread outwards for imploring his favonr by Rati when 
smitten with grief at the death of Cupid (at Siva’s hands), and 
in whose massive matted hair tawny like the mass of the flames 
of fire at the time of tho universal destruction, wandered tho 
celestial river (flanges) without finding an outlet. # 

In that city.' of the kind thus described, thoro was a king 
named Tdrapida. an image, so to Say, of the kings Nala, Naliusha, 
Yayati. Dhundhumara, Bharata, Bhagiratha and Dasaraths (all of 
whom were highly illustrious). Ho h*d compiered the whole of 
the Earth by tho might of his two arms, lie was enjoying the 
(full) fruits of the three kinds of regal power.* He was clover 
and energetic. , His intellect had thoroughly grasped the science 

I Ti.... v,: r J.. . ~~ 
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of Politics, and lie had studied the science of Ethics. By reason of 
his lu3trs and beauty, ha wa3 as if a third, to (the pair of) the Sun 
and the Moon. His body was purified by his (having performed) 
numerous sacrifices. He had laid at rest all the calamities of this 
world (over which he ruled) The goddess Lakshmi, who carries 
a full-blown lotus in her hand, and who is fond of associating with • 
tbo brave, had It ft (her u-ual haunts. t»i ) lotus-beds, and, without 
caring for the delights of residing upon the bo=om of Vishnu, had 
embraced him with undisguised love He was (as it were) the 
source of truthfulness, which is practised by all tho great Sages, 
as tho foot of Viehon is of the stream of the lelestial river 
(Ganges), w huh is resorted to (for bathing) by all the great sages. 
As the Ocean is the source of the Moon, he was the source of glory i 
(glory) which, although cool (i e delight-giving), still caused 
burning ( i e distress) in (the hearts of) In- tnetuus 1 . although 
fixed* (i t never decreasing), still it wa» iver wandering ^».e ■ 
spreading all over the world), although pure 5 still it sullied » «* 
with tears) tho beauty of the lotus like faces of the wives of his 
enemies (whom he had killed in battle) ; and although very white, 
still it caused redness* (» e. affection) m (the hearts of) all his 
subjects Like the nether region*, which are resorted to by groups 
of mountains afraid of having their wing* cut (by Indra), this king 
was resorted to by multitudes of ruling princes, afraid of the 
destruction of their cause (or, sides) (if they did not submit to him). 
Like the group of the planets which l* followed by Mercury, he was 
followed by wise men. This king, who had annihilated (all possi- 
bility of) war, resembled Cupid who*e body was destroyed (by Siva). 
Like Dasaratha who wa3 accompanied by ^bis wife) SumitrS, he was 
attended upon by loyal friends. Like Siva who is followed by (his 
son) Karttikeya. he was followed by a big army. Like Sesha the 
lord of snakes, who is heavy with the burden of the Earth (which 
he supports), he was pre-eminent by his great forgiveness. Like 
tho stream of the river MarmadJ which takes its rise from a clump 
of tall bamboos, this king was born of a most illustrious family. 

1 (With the moor)— ‘per* on $ like thieves, who-are (so to « jy) his foes.’ 
tVre moon)— ^aYihungh fixed (i r eft ercaily existing), ■'ill hr i * 
ever wandering (duly across the sky).’ 

3 (\\ ith the moon)—* all bough himself pure, still ho darkens tl e beantv 
of the day -lotuses (which clo«c at moonrisc).’ 

4 (With the moon)— 1 ‘he came* redness (».*. (as? ion) in (the heart*, 
of) all persons.’ 
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• He was as it were the very incarnation of Duty, and a representative, 
ns it were, of Vishnu. * And he had removed all the grievances of 
his subjects. 

Ho held up and re-established Bhurma (Righteousness) which 
wa« shaken to its very roots by the Kali age, with its form sullied 
by the spread of ignorance and abounding with sin, just as Siva 
supported the mountain Kailisa when it was shaken to its very 
foundations by R&vana whose body was black like a mass of dark* 
ness aud who had committed many crimes. [He was so handsome 
that] the people thought him to be another Cupid created by Siva 
when his heart was melted with pity at the laments of Ilati And 
him saluted (other) kings who wore conquered by the might of his 
arms with their heads rendered uneven by their folded hands which 
resembled lotus-buds (as they were held over their heads) at the 
time of paying homage,-jSvith the joints of tho ornamental leaves 
on their diadems iuterpiSrced with the rays of the toes of hi* feet* 
ami with eyes whose pupils were unsteady as they were struck 
with terror — (kings who came) from (the regions extending up to) 
tho mountain called Udaya (in the east), the slopes of which are 
washed by the waves of the (eastern) ocean ; which has tho cluster# 
of the flowers of the trees on its slopes doubled by the constellations 
of stars moving through their leaves-, where the sandal-trees are 
moistened by the showers of nectar-drops ooring from the orb of the 
lunar disc rising (over it); the bright leaves of the /.acojiya plants 
on which are crushed as they are strnck (pierced) by the edges 
of the hoofs of the horses of the chariot of the hot-rayed Sun ; and 
the teuder leaves of the rtf/oft trees on which are plucked with his 
truuh by (the elephant) Air&vsta (who frequents that mountain) ; — 
from (the region of Rdma’s) Bridge («.* the south) which arose out 
of (was built with) thousands of mountains held in liis hands (for 
being arranged) by Nala ; where the f mils of the I.ncali creepers 
had become scanty, being plucked (i.«. eaten) by the monkey-hosts 
(of IUma) ; where the feet of Rtmu are sainted by the guardian- 
deities of the waters, who emerge from the ocean (for that purpose); 
where the surfaces of rtfeka appear as though they are star-strewn, 
on account of the (scattered) pieces of numerous conches crushed by 
the fall of mountains (upon them)_; — from the mountain Mandara 
(» »., the west), which washes the starry clusters with the clear 
, waters of Us rivulets (dashed upwards into the sky on the occasion of 
- the churning of the ocean); the rocks of which were polished smooth 
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by being nibbed against the tip* of the ornamental figures of full 
(engraved in relief) on the foyirat (arm •ornaments) of Vishnu when * 
engaged in the chnrning of tho ocean ; whoso midrllo portions wero 
crushed with the weight of the feet of (Vftsttkl) which moved 
(backwards and forwards as the operation was begun of pulling) 
Vaiukicoilcd ronnd it (ltko a rope), without ranch tronble, by the gods 
and the demons ; and which had its peaks sprinkled with the spray 
of ambrosia (on that occasion) and from the (mountain) Gandha- 
xaidana (i the north) which ts charming on account of thehermitago 
called Hadanki marked with tho foot-prints of (the sages) Kara 
and Narayana (who formerly practised pcnanco thereon), the peaks 
of which are resonant with tho tinkling of tho ornaments of tho 
fair ladies of Knhera's city (Alaki), tho waters of the rivnlets of 
which are pnrified by the Sovcn Sages performing their Twilight- 
worship therein ; and tho surrounding region of which is rendered 
fragrant by the bed of S*ujanih\k t lotuses which woro (oner) 
uprooted by Bhima- When he (Tiripitla) ascended the throne, 
which was covered with tho sprout-liko rays of many (kinds of) 
jewels and from which wero hanging cluster* of poarls, all tho 
extensive rinartcrs bent down (as it were) with his weight, as they 
(». *. tho kings in them) trembled through tho (fear of) contact 
with his arrows just as, when a quarter-elephant attacks a wish- 
yielding tree, with its foliage bright like tho rays of gems ard 
bearing clusters of fruit hanging down from it like (clusters of) 
pearls, all tho long creepers (growing around it) bend down with his 
weight, shaken by tho contact of bees (which suddenly fly off fn m 
thcmV Him, I think, oven Indra, tho lord of gods, must havo envied. 
From him there issued forth-a nnrober of virtues, like a fleck of 
flamingoes from mount Kranfichi, whitening tho surface of the earth 
and giving dolight to tho hearts of all people IJis fame wandered 
(spread) in all the ten directions, making the world noisy (with 
people talking about his merits) ; (tho fame) which had a fragrance 
as sweet as that of nectar, and which had whitened tho worlds of 
of gots and demons, and which (therefore) looked as though it were 
the thick lino of foam of tho milky ocean churned by the Mandara 
mountsin, smelling sweet with tho odonr of nectar and whitening 
tho multitude of gods and of demons. Itegsl Splendour did not, 
ev«n fra moment, leave tho shade of his (royal) umbrella, 
as th-oih were suffering from tho hint of Us exceedingly 
un!..ar»blo prowess. And tho people listened to his deeds, as one 
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listens to _ congratulatory words (t.t., with very great pleasure) } 
received them, (as instruction from a preceptor); thought highly of 
them, as ono does of auspicious things ; repeated them (with 
reverence), as ono repeats nantrat ; and nover forgot them, as one 
nover forgets the holy (Vedic) teats. And while he was King* 
in this world there was H/wifioi* (wingless condition) only in 
the case of mountains (and no V\palthata -~ a feoling of ha* red or 
adversenesa— among tho people); there was jjarnfru (the coming 
after (tho word to which they are added)— only in the case of 
afhves, (hut no paratca — enmity— anywhere); there was ‘ standing in 
front’, only in the case of mirrors, (but no standing before another 
in dcliauce or for begging); there was tho resorting to (i, «. being 
in close contact with) Durgi in the case of the images of Siva, the 
trident-holder, (hut no resorting to Dnrga-a fortress — in the case of 
men) ; there was the bearing of bows (the rain-bows) only in tho 
caso of clouds, (oud no wielding of bows on the part of men as they 
had not to face enemies) ; there was uprising (the being hoisted 
up) in the case of banners, (but no haughty bearing or arroganco on 
the part of the people) ; thcro was * bending down hut in tho caso 
of bows, (and no degradation or bending of heads in humiliation or 
submission to the enemy among the people) ; there was the being 
.pierced (perforated) by Silimukhat (bees) in tho caso of bamboos, 
(but no infliction of wounds with ffilirautAis-arrows-on tho people)? 
there was marching ( going in procession ) to (the shrines a!) gods, 
(and not against an enemy, or emigration from tho town for fear of 
an invasion) ; there was the remaining in confinement (being bound 
together) only in tho case of flowers (» t , in their calyx or when 
woven together as garlands or bouquets), (hot not remaining in 
custody in the case of tho people); thoro was restraint only of tho 
senses (but no punishment, as there wore no offenders) Iboro was 
an entranco into VM (tho placo where elephants are tied) in tho 
cisoof wild elephants, bnt no forced entr .mo into J’ori— water— (as 
an ordeal in the case of men) ; there was sharpness only of swotd. 
edges, (but not in men’s behaviour, or no cruelty or hard-hoartednes* 
on the part of men) ; there was the holding of fire, (i t , the main- 
tenance of the sacrificial fires), in lh .. i-e of those who Were under 
tho vow, (but not the holding of fire r d-hot iron &c — in tho hand 
as an ordeal) ; there was ascending i urii-entranco into the sign 
I libra, only in the case of the plan, t* but no mounting the »cal« of 
a balance by way of an ordeal) ; tin - .as l’i*A/)-pnrjfieati<,r» (tho 
-clearing of water), only when (i -mr; «\ga«tja rore, (but no 
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purification by-testing a man's purity by-the ordeal of poison) ; there 
was the cutting short, only of the growth of hair and nails, (but not 
of the prosperous futures of men) ; there was the state of having a 
dirty ambara (darkish sky), only in the case of the days of the rainy 
season, (hut not of having dirty ambara — garment — in the case of 
men); there was bheda (perforation or cutting), only of gems, (but no 
Iheda — internal dissensions or treachery — among the subjects); there 
was the practice of goja (abstract meditation), only in the case of 
ascetics, (but not of injurious spells &e., for gaining one’B object, 
among the people) , there was the uprooting (». «. destruction) of 
Tiraka (the demon of that name), only m the eulogies of the god 
Karttikeya, (but not of taralas — eve-balls — a3 punishment) ; there 
was the fear of grahana (an eclipse) only of the snn, (but not of the 
grahana — imprisonment or captivity — of persons) . there was the 
transgression of (traversing beyond) JyeshthS (the constellation of 
that name), only by the Moon, (but not of the orders of or of the 
bounds of duty towards Jyashtha — the eldest brother or an elderly 
person — by the people) , tl^re was the hearing of the crimes of 
Duhsasana (the brother of Duryodhana) only in the Mahabharata, 
(but not of Duhsisana — incorrigible rogues or rogues meriting severe 
punishment, or crimes requiring severe punishment) ; there was the 
taking of Danda (a staS for leaning upon), only in old age, (but not 
of Danda-fines from the j>eople); there was union with alus’ala 
(a sword), only in the coverings of swords (scabbards), but not of 
akvs'ala — misfortune or sin-with men) ; there was crookedness (tho 
state of having curves), only in the ornamental line-decorations on 
the breasts of women, (but not perveresness of temper in men) ; tliere 
was the cieAcMilti (stopping) of (the flow of) ichor only in the case 
of elephants, (but no ricAcAirtt-cessation of dana-gift3 — on the part 
of men) ; and there was the sight of deserted houses (empty squares } 
on tho draught3-board, only in the game of dice, (but not elsewhere). 

And that King had a minister named S'nkana'sa, who wa 3 a 
Brthmana (by caste) His intellect bad been highly refined by his 
having studied all the SSstras and the fine art3. From his very 
childhood, a feeling of deep affection (for the King) bid ^towu-in 
him. He wa3 proficient in the proper employment of (all the rule 3 
of the) science of Politics, and was (thus) the helmsman (so to 
•peak) of the ship in the form of th r sponsibility of the 'mvern- 
mant of the world. His intellect n. v r flagged (failed him) even 
when graTo (intricate) questioi. . tate arose. He was the 



abode of courage, the dwelling-place of steadiness (or established- 
order), and the bridge (which led people to the path) of troth. He 
was (as it were) the teacher of merits, and the instructor of the- 
roles of good conduct. He was the founder (as it were) of Daty. 
Like the snake Sesha, who is able to support the weight of the 
Earth, ho was able to shoulder the responsibility of (the govern- 
ment of) the world. Like the Ocean which contains big (aquatic) - 
animals, he possessed great moral strength (within him)- Hike 
Jarasamdha whose body was joined hv putting together its (two) 
halves, he had concluded peace and declared war (on various occa- 
sions). Like Siva who decorates Pirvati (with ornaments), ho had 
acquired fortresses. Like Yndhishthira who wa3 horn of Dharma, 
he was the source (as it were) of Dharma (Duty). He knew all the 
Vedas and tha auxiliary works connected with them. He was the 
concentrated essence (as it were) of all the auspicious things in the 
kingdom. He gave (personal) attention to all affairs, and he was 
(the trusted counsellor of T4ripld»), as Brihaapati was of Indra, or 
Sukra of V rishaparvan (the demon-King), or V asishVba of Doia- 
tatha, or Visvimitra of Kama, or Dhaumya of Yndhishthira, or 
as Hamanaka of Nala. By the power of his great wisdom ho 
considered it not very difficult to win orer Lakshmi (Royal Glory) 
herself, though (securely) lodged on the bosom of Vishnu, fiarce- 
looking on accouut of (the scars of) the strokes of the weapons of 
the demon Naraka, and with its broad shoulders hardened by the 
pitiless friction of the whirling Mandara mountain (at the churning 
of the milky ocean) Having come in contact with him, Wisdom, 
which shows (the way of obtaining) the many fruits (i.«. good 
results) of government, and which is intricate on accouut of its 
many ramifications, became still larger (i.«. put forth still more 
splendid results), just as a creeper [putting forth numerous fruits 
and sending out many tendrils] grows larger when it is united to a 
big tree. And, on tbe surface of the earth which was full of the 
m&Vfei3»nt9 of many thousands of his spies, and of an extent (that 
is) bonnet^ by tbe four encircling seas, there was not oven a 
breath exbalsd by (other) kings unknown to him, day by day, aa 
though it werWu his own house. 

That KiugA when still young, had conquered the Earth con- 
sisting of the cir&J 6 of the seven continents, by (the might of) his 
nrra which was a k stout as the trunk of tho celestial elephant 
(Airavata), which W (*» it were the graceful pillow used by 
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lie gal Glory, which wa3 (as though) the sacrificial 
sacrificial rite of giving security (/if. absence of fear) to the whole 
world, which was covered with dense rsys shooting forth from his 
thin, long sword, and which was as it were the tail of the comet 
portending the annihilation of all the gronps of hi9 enemies _ 
Having devolved the responsibility of government on that minister,, 
named Su kan& sa. as on a friend, and having made his subjects 
happy, that king saw nothing else left to be (necessarily) done by 
him ; and being free from fear as all his enemies had been pat 
down, he, slackening the work of (looking after the government ofj 
the world, mostly enjoyed the pleasures of yonth. And it wa^ in 
this way:— Sometimes, being deeply excited by passion, he enjoyed 
amorous sports , which were charming on acconnt of the jingling 
sound of the jewelled bracelets set in motion by the shaking of the 
hands (of the ladies) when their lower lip was bitten ; in which the^ 
bed was rendered rough by (being covered with ) the bits of th^ 
ear-ornaments, crushed owing to great vehemence ; in which the 
wreaths worn on the head (by the king) were reddened by the 
alakiaka dye sticking to them when the (ladies') feet were lifted 
upwards ; in which the jewelled ear-rings were shattered owing to 
vehement seirures of one another's hair (by the lovers) } in which 
the bed-sheets became marked with the line-decorations drawn on 
the (ladies’) lofty breasts with black aptiru paste -, and in which the 
ornamental drawings and the tilala marks, which were painted with 
theyowAona dye, were wiped oS by the drops of the clearwater of 
perspiration-he, who ( daring these sports ) was being bathed, 
as though with streams of sandal-water, with the lustre of the 
nectar-like smiles of his mistresses, the leaves worn as ear -ornaments 
on whose ears were displaced by (contact with) the bristling, rough 
hair standing on end on their cheeks ; who was beiDg struck with 
the rays issuing forth from their eyes, as though with the lotoses 
worn a3 ear-ornaments j who had his eyes dazzled (and pained) as 
they were filled with the lustre of their,omaments, as though with. 
saSrou-powder ; and who was being struck with the clusters of the 
rays of the nails of their hands, as though with white silk-garments* 
and who was being bound with («.*., embraced with) (heir creeper- 
like arms, as though with the garlands of the petals of cAanpala 
flowers. 

Sometimes he 'sported for a long time with horn-shaped 
golden syringes, (when) his body was made (to look) yellow-red 
K. T. 11 
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-with the streams of saffron-water, issuing forth from the joined 
hollowed palms (in which the syringes were held) of sportive 
women, as if with the continuous showers of the golden arrows of 
Onpid •, (when) his silk garment was reddened as it vras beaten by 
the streams of lac-water *, (and when) the sandal -paste thickly 
applied (to bis body) was chequered by the drops of musk- water 
(thrown at him). Sometimes, by his sports iu water in the 
company of the ladies of his harem, he made the water in the 
oblong wells of his palace of a kind in which the line of waves was 
whitened with the sandal-powder applied to the bosoms (of the 
ladies) ; the couples of swans in which were bespattered with the 
nlaUaka dye of the (ladies’) feet resounding with the jingling Bound 
of anklets ; which was chequered with the (many-coloured) flowers 
fallen off from the hair (of the ladies); wherein were floating petals 
of lotuses worn as ear-ornaments (fay the ladies) ; the waves of which 
were shattered by being agitated with their prominent hips ; in 
which was fallen a mass of the pollen dropped lrom the lotuses 
lying scattered (upon it) with their stems broken; and which 
was variegated with the bubbles of foam appearing (on iU 
■outface) by its being continually struck with the (ladies’) hands. 
Sometimes, when he deceived his mistresses by (failing to keep) 
bis appointments, and thereby gave them offence, he, daring 
day-time, had his feet fettered with garlands of the baMa flowers, 
and was beaten, with flower-garlands over which was spread the 
lustre of their nails, by them frowning at him with knitted eye- 
brows and having their arms noisy with the jingling of their 
jewelled braoelets. Sometimes, being delightod by tasting the 
stream of the mouthfuls of wino given him by the ladies, he became 
highly gratified just like a Jlalula trea which blossoms ( when 
regaled with the mouthfuls of wine given by amorous women) 
Sometimes, when the alaktala dye was transferred (to his body) 
owing to the kicks bestowed (on him) by ladies with tbeir feet, ha 
became inflamed with love, just as an Atota tree is made to yield 
Ted blossoms when kicked by ladies with their feet, so that the 
olaltola dye thereon sticks to it. Sometimes, looking white with 
the sandal paste (applied to his body and having a bright, waving 
flower-garland thrown round his neck, he drank wine, like the 
■pestle-weaponed Balarama, with completion white like sandal pasto 
and a bright, waving garland of flowers round his neck. Sometimes, 
wearing on his ears an (ornamental) leaf which dangled on his 
«.heek» reddened with the intoxication (of wine), and talking 
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amorously, he strolled in forests pervaded by the sweet odour of 
the fall-blown flower3 of wild creepers, like a Scent-elephant* 
having his leaf-like ears dangling on his temples dyed with ichor, 
and ottering sweet grants in intoxication (or farion3 in rnt). Some- 
times- his mind being gladdened with the sonnds of the jingling, 
jewelled anklets (of the ladies), he sported in lotns-beds, like a swan 
(that gives delight to the 3Iinasa lake by his notes resembling the 
sonnd3 of the jingling, jewelled anklets). Sometimes, having a 
hakula garland hanging across his shoalders, he roamed on pleasure- 
monntains. like a lion (whose thick mane hangs down from his 
-shoalders). Sometimes like a bee. be wandered through bowers of 
creepers, which bristled with buds of dowers that were beginning 
to open. Sometimes, veiling himself in sable habiliments, he 
went oat to meet ladies with whom he had (previously) made 
appointments (to meet) daring the early parts of the nights of 
the dark half of the month. Sometimes, in the company of a few 
intimate friends, he attended masic-concerts given by the ladies of 
hts harem, which were most attractive on account of (the play on) 
lates, dates, and drams : m the inner halls of his extensive palace, 
the windows whereof were quite wide owing to their golden doors 
(or shatters) beiag opened apart, and- whereof the eaves were 
occupied by pigeons which (being grey) looked as though they had 
been coloured with the smoke of the black ajuru which was 
constantly being burnt therein (as incense). What more need be 
said ? Whatever was most delightful and to his taste, and (withal) 
was not opposed ;to his welfare) either in the futnre or at that 
time, all that he enjoyed withoot letting his mind be ( too 
much) attracted by it ; (he enjoyed) not because he was addicted 
to pleasures (as to a vice), but because be had already completed all 
his other duties connected witn (the government of) the world. For 
in the case of a king who has given delight to his subjects, and 
whose task with regard to (the government of) the world has been 
fully accomplished, the sportive enjoyment of sensual pleasure? 
becomes (really) an ornament ; while in the case of another (one not 
such) the same becomes a mockery. And owing to his love for his 
subjects, he at intervals showed himself (in public), and also when 
occasion arose he (officially) occupied the throne. 

And SukanXsa. too, by the power of his intellect, carried out 
all those heavy res pons ilili ties of government without any tronble- 
1 See note on p. 25. ' * 
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Jnst a* the king looked after all the affairs, similarly he (>.e. 
Snkanisa). too, looked after them, thereby doubling the affection 
the subjects bore unto him. Him, too, saluted the whole body of the 
(subsidiary) princes, with their beads covered with n network of the 
pencils of rays of their crest-jewels which were shaken (at the time 
of obeisance); the princes, who moistened the royal hall with the 
honey-drops falling from the flower-wreaths (which they wore on 
their heads and) which were bent forward, and whose armlets were 
(then) rubbed against the tips of their jewelled ear-rings which, 
dangled to and fro as they bent down very low ( dnring salutation). 
When he (Sukauisa) too started (or set out), (all) the ten quarters 
became such as had the spaces in the world deafened with the tread 
of the clattering hoofs of the troops of prancing steeds on march 
In which the mountains tottered on the surface of the earth quak- 
in'* under the weight of tho armies ; in which ( everywhere ) there 
was darkness produced by the streams of ichor flowing from scent- 
elephants blinded with intoxication; in which the rivers were made 
grey with the very thick clouds of dost floating abont (and falling 
into them ); in which ( men’s ) auditory passoges wore deafened with 
the confused noise of the foot-soldiers on march, which wero filled 
with the cries of greeting which were being vehemently shouted; which 
were covered with thousands of white thonritt that were being waved 
( all round ); and iu which the day ( light of tho suu ) disappeared 
( was shut off ) by ihe clashing together of the golden-hacdled um- 
brellas of the kings crowding together. 

Thus passed the time of that king who enjoyed the pleasures 
of youth, having made over the responsibility of the government to 
his minister ( Sukanisa ). And after a considerable time he came 
to the end of (fully enjoyed ) almost all tho other pleasures of this 
world of mortals ; one only he did not get, r»:., the pleasnro of the 
sight of a son’s face." Tho ladies of his harem, although they were 
being enjoyed ( by him ) in that manner ( as described abovo ), like » 
fluster of Sara reeds showed jtuthjxi ( monthly course, flowers) 
without any ( succeeding ) fruit (».«. children ). And. as youth 
passed away, so began to increase the (mental ) anguish, springing 
from childlessness, of that king whose desires bore no fruit. And 
his wind became bereft of all desires for enjoying sensual pleasures. 
And ho thought himself helpless, though surrounded by thousands 
of king*, blind though possessed of eyes, and without support, though 
himself tho support of tho world (or, though supported tw the 
world ready to obey his behests). 
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2iow, as the lunar digit is to the thick, matted hair of Siva ; 
(or) the lustre of the Ksustnbha jewel to the bosom of Vishnu, the 
foe of ( the demon ) K&itabha. (or) the garland of white flowers 
( round his neck ) to the pe«tle-weaponed Balarama; ( or ) the shore 
io the ocean; (or) the line of ichor ( on hU temples) to a quarter- 
elephant; ( or ) a creeper (entwined around it) to a tree, ( or ) the 
appearance of ( Dew ) flowers to the month of Chaitra (spring); 
(or) the moonlight to the moon : (or) a lotus -plant to a lake; ( or ) the 
clusters of stars to the sky. ( or ) a flock of swans to she Minasa 
lake ; ( or ) a row of sandal-tree woods to the Malaya mountain; (or) 
the flame of the jewel* in his hood to Sesha; so he ( the king ) had 
an ornament to him. ri: . his queen. VilSsavati, who caused wonder 
to all the three worlds ( by her beauty ) , who was as though the 
progenitress of all the womanly graces . and who was the chief 
among all the ladies of his harem. 

Once, when he was on a visit to her apartments, he beheld her 
weeping, surrounded by her servants, with eyes vacant, look- 
ing (or fixed) on account of anxiety, and silent through grief; 
Waited upon by chamberlains who were standing near her and whose 
eyes were gazing fixedly in anxious reflection . and being comforted 
by old women of the harem, who were seated not very far ( from her). 
■Her silken garments were wet with thickly-falling drops 
of tears ; she wore no ornaments ; she had placed her 
lotus-like face on the palm of her left hand ; and her hair 
was unbound and dishevelled ; and, having huddled herself 
together, she was seated on a small couch. Making her sit on the 
same couch after she had got up to receive him and himself 
sitting thereon, the king, not knowing the cause of her tears, like 
one very much frightened, wiped off with his palm the tear-drops 
from her cheeks and addres-ed her (as follows)' — “My queen, why 
are you crying silently and slowly, suppressing within the heavy 
weight of your grief? These long eye-lashes of yours are string- 
ing together a number of tear-drops as thongh they were a cluster 
of pearls. Oyou thin-waisted one, why have you not decorated 
yourself? Why have you not let fall (applied) the olaltala dye 
on (to) your feet, like the morning sunshine ( falling on) the red 
lotos-buds? Why have yon not favoured with the touch of your 
lotus-like feet the jewelled anklets, the very swans in the lake in 
Hie fora of the flowery-arrowed Cupid ? For what reason is this 
waist (of yours) silent, the girdle being laid aside ? Why is tbs 
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ornamental device with black aguru paste not painted on year 
expansive breasts, like ( resembling the mark of ) the deer on the 
moonfc O you having excellent thighs, for what reason have you. 
not decked this slender neck of yours with the pearl-necklace 
like the (thin) lunar digit on the crest of Siva with the 
( white) stream of the (celestial) Ganges ? "Why do you, 0 graceful 
one, wear in vain this pair of your cheeks such as has its line-' 
decorations of saffron paste washed off by your flowing tear-drops ? 
And why is it that yon have employed this ( left ) palm of yours 
as an ear-arnament, like a red lotus, having its tender fingers for 
its cluster of petals ; And for what reason, 0 noble lady, do you 
keep this broad forehead of yours undecked with the dotted tt'fafa 
mark formed with the dots of jorocAana dye, and with hair 
unbound? And these luxuriant tresses of yours, being devoid of 
(bright) flowers, and possessing a blackness like that of a very thick 
mass of darkness, give pain to my eyes, like the early part of a 
night of the dark half of the month, being without the (bright) 
lunar digit, and possessing the blackness produced by a very dense 
mass of darkness? please, O queen, tell me the cause of your 
grief. For these long-reaching breaths of yonr sighs, which are 
causing yonr breast-garment to flutter, are producing a tremor 
in my heart, which is aSectionate, as though it were a leaf with a 
red hue. Have I offended yon in some matter, or has any one else 
from amongst the servants in onr employment ? Even though 
I reflect very carefully, I do not find even the slightest 
stumbling ( erring ) on my part towards you. Both my life and 
my kingdom depend on you. O beautiful lady, tell jne (therefore) 
the cause of your sorrow.” ‘When Vilasavatl, who was thus 
addressed,, did not vouchsafe a reply, the king asked her 
servants the cause of her excessive weeping. 

Then the queen's betel-nut-bor-bearer, Makatika by name, 
who wa9 her constant attendant, said to the king — “Bire, how 
esn there be the slightest fault on the part of yonr Majesty ? And, 
when yonr Majesty is graciously disposed towards (her or, is near) 
what power can a servant, or any other person, have to give offence f 
This affliction of onr queen, however, is due to her thinking 
that her union with the king (yourself) has become fruitles, as 
though the were possessed by a powerful evil spirit, and in whose 
case, therefore, a meeting with a charm-doctor ( or an exorcizes of 
•tH spirits ) produces no effect. And she ha* been ( thus ) afflict *d 
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for a very long time past. Even from the beginning ( of thi? 
affliction ) oar queen looked as though she were grieving, always 
reproaching amorous sports like the Regal Glory of the demons that 
always abhors all the gods; and was being led to do even snch customary- 
daily duties as sleeping, bathing, taking food, petting on ornaments, 
ic., by the efforts of her attendants. ( and that too ) with very great 
difficulty. Only she did not (ontwardly) show her affliction- 
wishing to avoid giving pain to yonr Majesty's heart. Bat, when* 
to-day she had gone from this place to worship the divine ilaha- 
kala, to-day being the fourteenth day ( of the Innar fortnight ) 
( which is sacred to Siva ), she heard in the JfahaSAarata which was 
being read oat in that shrine, that *• blissful worlds are not obtained 
by those who have no son; a Puiira ( son ) is so called becanse he 
saves ( his parents ) from the hell known as Pui. ” Having heard 
this, she returned to the palace; and (since then), although, 
entreated by servants with bowed heads, she has accepted no food.- 
has put on no ornaments, nor has given any answer (to onr 
questions ). She merely weep3, her face being then clouded on 
account of the shower of her thickly-falling teard-rops. Having 
heard this, your Majesty may decide (what to do).” Having said 
this, she ceased ( speaking ). 

When she had ceased speaking, the king remained silent for a 
while, and then, heaving a deep and hot sigh, said — “My queen, what 
can he done in a matter which is ( entirely ) dependent on Fate? 
Enough of weeping too much. Probably, ( it seems that ) we are- 
not to be favoured by the deities. Indeed, ( it might be that) our 
heart is not to be the receptacle of (»-«•. not destined to enjoy) the 
pleasure of tasting the nectar in the form of an embrace of a son. 
(Barely) no meritorious deed was done (by us ) in our former life, 
for it is the deeds done by a in a former life that bear fruit for 
him in this life. It is not at all possible eTen for a wise ( or 
persevering) man to change fate. Still, whatever is possible for 
mortals to do, let all that be done. Show greater devotion, O queen 
towards the elders. Offer double (the present) worship to the 
dairies. Show (greater) regard to paying homage to holy sages. 
For the sages are great divinities ; if they are propitiated with 
care, they give boons which fulfil one's desired wishes, even 
though ( otherwise ) very difficult to obtain. For we hear that 
formerly in the country of the Magadhas, a king named Brihadratha. 
obtained, by the might of the ( sage ) Chan&akauiika, a son tailed 
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4atlsamdha, who conquered even Janlrdana, the might of whose 
arms r was unparalleled, and who was "a peerless warrior. King 
Dasaratha also (even) though advanced in age, obtained by the favour 
of ( the sage ) ^Ushy&srifiga, the son of the great sage Vihhjpdaka, 
four sons, who, like the( tour) arms of Vishtra, were inviucihla 
*( Kt. not to be withstood in battle ) and who like the ( four ) oceans 
were not to be agitated ( sereno ). And; ( similarly ) many other 
royal sages, by. propitiating mighty ascetics, enjoyed, the happiness 1 
of tasting the ambrosia in the form of the sight of a son-, for the 
service rendered to great sages is surely unfailing in its fruit. 
O queen, (1, also eagerly think thus) when 1 too, shall see my queen 
languid with the weight of the feetus and 'with face pale, (thus) 
resembling the night of the full-moon day with the rise of the 
full-moon near at hand. When shall my ’servants, full of joy at the 
great festival of the birth of a son ( to me ), seize and take away 
the dishes filled ( with gifts as presents )? . — When will my queen 
gladden me, clad in garments dyed yellow with turmeric (or saffron) 
and with her lap occupied by a sou, ( thus ) resembling the sky 
covered with ( yellow ) morning sunshine, and bearing in it the 
risen orb of the snn ? When will my son give delight to my heart, 
having Ids curly hair dyed tawny with ( the herb. mixture called ) 
Sarvauthadhi, with a small quantity of ashes, mixed with white 
mustard, applied over his head having'drops of ( specially prepared) 
Protecting ghee, placed thereon, having round his neck a thread 
with Us knot dyed ( yellow ) with gorocAani, lying with his taae 
upwards ( being an infant ), and smiling with his teethless month? 
When, with his complexion tawny like ( or with ) ^oroeAani,’ his 
form successively transferred from hand to hand by the ladies of 
the harem, and saluted by all the people, will ho remove from my 
eyes the darkness of sorrow, like an auspicious lamp removing 
darkness, which ( lamp) yields a light yellow like gorochanS, which 
is transferred in soccesrion from hand to hand by the ladies 
of the harem, and which is bowed to by all the people - Rendered 
grey with the dust from the ground, when will he adorn the court- 
yard of my palace, crawling all Tound ( followed by ) my heart and 
with my gaze (fixed upon him ) ? Reaching au ago when he would 
ha able to crawl on his knees, when will he move here and there, 
like a lion's cub, exhibiting a desire to seize the tame young one* 
of deer separated ( from him ) by the (.transparent ) walls of crystal 
gems ? Running from ona room to another when chasing • the tam„ 
swafas closely following the Singlings of the anklets of the ladies 
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of the harem, when will he give trouble to (weary) his nurse ( who 
•would be running after him ) following the sound of the golden 
bells of his girdle? Having his cheek-region adorned with lines 
drawn with black agtirtt paste so as to resemble the lines of ichor on 
' the temples of an elephant, feeling delighted with the sound like that 
■of a drum, made with the mouth ( by his nurse ), looking grey with 
.powdered sandal-dust scattered ( all over his body ) with his raised 
hands, and shaking his head at the beckoning of the goad-shaped, 
curved finger-end ( of his nurse ), when will he exhibit the playful 
sports of a leader-elephant in rut, who has his temple-region decked 
with ichor-lines which look as if they had been drawn with black 
aguru paste, who is delighted with the sound of the drum placed 
over his head, who is grey with the dust scattered ( all over 
his body ) with his raised trunk, and who shakes his head when 
urged with a goad resembling ( in shape ) curved finger-end ? 
When will he mischievously paint the faces of the old Chamber- 
lains, with the remnant of the liquid of the balls of aiallaka dye 
after it has been used for ( painting ) his mothers' feet ? 
■When will he toddling about with eyes restless with curiosity, 
follow his own reflected images, directing hi3 eyesight 
to the jewelled pavement ? When will he, his coining being 
welcomed with their out-3tretched pairs of arms by thousnads 
of kings and having his restless eyes variously attracted by the 
shooting rays of the jewels in their ornaments, move about across 
the various chambers, in front of me, when seated in the assembly- 
hall? Nights pass ( thus ) with me while I cherish hundreds of 
desires like these and suffer anguish inwardly. Me, too. consumes, 
day and night, like fire, this grief springing from our childlessness. 
The world seems empty, as it were, to me ; and I look upon the 
kingdom a3 barren of any fruit. But what can I do, when fate is 
( always ) irremediable ? Tieave off, therefore, 0 queen, this 
continual sorrowing. Set your mind on fortitude and ( the 
pursuit of ) religious duties. For ( it i3 well-known that ) abundant 
good luck ever treads in the wake of ( /if. is near at hand for) 
those who devoutly practise Religion.” Having said this much, 
he took ( some ) water, and with Iris palm a3 though with a fresh 
(tender) leaf, he himself wiped her tear-lined face, which bore com" 
parison with a full-blown lotus. He again and again comforted her 
with utterances which were sweet with hundreds of endearments, 
which were skilled ia removing her sorrow and which contained in 

K. T. 12 
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them in3trnction about duty ; and having ( thus } stayed there for 
a considerable time, the king left ( the queen’s apartment ). 

And, when he had left Yiliaavati, whose grief bad ( now ) 
subsided, performed her customary daily duties such as the putting 
on of decorations & c., as she was wont to do. And thenco-forth 
she paid special attention to propitiating deities, worshipping tha 
Brahman as, and paying homage to her elders. And, in her keen • 
desire for having & child, she did practise whatever she heard and 
from whatever source; nor did she mind the tronble, though very 
great. With her pure body dressed in white clothes, and herself 
fasting, she slept on beds of ( iron ) pestles ( or spikes ) covered 
with green ITUs' a grass, in temples of the goddess Ohandikh (Pivrvatl) 
darkened with the ( smoko of ) incense mostly consisting of 
bdellium constantly burnt therein. In camps of cowherds she 
bathed ( sitting ) under (holy) cows endowed with excellent (bodily) 
marks and adorned auspiciously ( for the rite ) by the old wives 
of herdsmen, with golden pitchers filled with holy water, furnished 
with various kinds of flowers and fruits, decked with leaves of 
iiAtra 1 2 3 trees ( immersed in them ), and laden with all kinds of 
jewels. Daily, after ehe got up ( from sleep ), she regularly gave 
away to Bra'bmapas golden pots filled with sesamum seeds and 
containing all sorts of gems. On the nights of the fourteenth day 
of (each ) dark fortinght ( of the lunar month ), she stood, at the 
meeting place of font toads in tha centre of a (mystic ) citck drawn 
( On the ground ) by renowned magicians ; and there she took 
auspicious baths, wherein the deities presiding over the several 
quarters were propitiated with gifts of Various kinds of offerings. 
Bbe visited the shrines of the Biddies* ( ot shrines which were 
reputed to fulfil one's wishes) mating promises of various (or, won- 
derful) offerings, to deities. She frequented the shrines of the holy 
Mothers 1 in the neighbourhood, which had given proof ( by fulfill* 
ing the desires of their worshippers), Bhe bathed in pools 
inhabited (or presided over ) by families of Negas which were noted 
( for granting the prayers of those who bathed therein, ) Bhe 
offered worship to great trees like the oi’tairAa &c., and circumam- 

1 Certain trees which give out a milkly s»p are tbn* named ; e. g„ 

the baniin tree, ( 

2 A clan of semi-divine being* so called. 

3 'Certain female deities attendant on S'ira are to called. 
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bulated them sunwise, and saluted them. Having bathed, she, witb- 
her two hands with swaying jewelled bracelets, herself gave tc* 
crows an offering of curds-and-rice, prepared with whole (unbroken y 
rice-grains, and placed in a silver dish. Every day she worshipped 
the goddess Parvatt. with enormous quantities of Cowers, incense, 
unguents, oblations consisting of the sweatmeats known 83 6 pupa 
palcla and payata, and of fried grain. With her mind full of 
devotion, she put questions to naked ( Jaina ) mendicants, whos® 
prophecies were known to prove true (having) personally offered 
them vessels filled with cooked rice. She thought highly of the pro- 
phecies given ont by female fortune-tellers. She waited upon those 
who were expert in interpreting signs, natural phenomena &c. She 
showed respect toward those who were skilled in the science of augury. 
She learnt the msn.'rai handed down by tradition through many gene- 
rations of old persons. Keenly yearning after seeing a son ( born 
unto herself ), when any Brihmanas came to see her she made them 
recite, in her hearing. ( passages from) the Veda. She listened to 
holy legends which were being constantly read out (in the palace.) 

( On her body ) she wore mystic talismans which contained in them 
birch-tree leaves ( having nsntras ) written ( upon them ) with the 
gorvchaAz dye. ( Round her neck &c.) she tied threads of medicinal 
plants together with protecting! anklets ( for warding off evil )- 
And her servants constantly went ont ( in the open ) to listen to 
oracular chance-sounds and they grasped the omens conveyed 
thereby. Daily she made at night an offering of pieces of flesh to 
jackals. Any wonderful things seen by her in dreams she related 
to those who were experts ( in interpreting dreams ). And at" 
public squares she offered auspicious offerings ( to deities). 

While time was thus passing, once, ( at a time ) when the 
night had almost come to an end, and the sky, in which only a few 
pale stars were left ( visible ), was looking greyish like the 
wings of an old pigeon, the king saw in a dream the moon possessed- 
of a full orb with all the digits, entering the mouth of ( his queen ) 
Vilas anti, as she rested on the terrace of her white palace, like a 
circular roll of ( white ) lotus-fibres entering the month of a she— 
elephant. On awakening he got up } and whitening the bed- 
chamber with (the glances from) his eyes which were widely dilated 
as they expanded through joy, at that very moment he sent 
for Sokanisa and related to him that dream. Su kaaSs a 
who was delighted ( to hear it ), answered him ( in these-- 
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words ): — "Sire, onr de3ires, as well as those of onr subjects, have 
( now ) been fulfilled after a long time. Without doubt the Master 
( Your Majesty ) mil, in a very few days, enjoy the happiness of 
looting upon the lotos-like face of a son. Indeed, to-day I too 
saw at night in a dream that a Brahmans, fully clad in white 
raiment, and possessing a serene appearance and a divine figure, 
placed, in the lap of my wife Manorama, a full-blown white lotus 
which had a hundred petals bright as lunar digits, which possessed 
a thick cluster of a thousand quivering filaments and which rained 0 
Spray of honey -drops . It is well-known that auspicious om ens, showin g 
themselves before ( the events ), indicate that joy is near at hand. 
And what else can be more agreeable and a greater cause of delight 
than this ‘i As a general rule, dreams seen at the close of the night 
are unfailing in their result. Sorely Her Majesty will very soon 
give birth to a son who, like ( the illustrious king ) MSrodhatri, 
vrill bo the chief of all tbs royal sages and will be the means ol 
( giving ) delight to this world. And by means of that sou she 
will give delight to Your 3taje3ty, just as a lotus-plant in the 
autumnal season gives delight to the 8cent-elephant by means of 
the new lotuses that spring up ( at that time). By means of that 
sou, the future generations in Yonr Majesty’s family will be 
enabled to shoulder the responsibility of ( governing ) the world 
and will have their continuity unbroken, resembling ( thereby ) the 
ichor-lines of a quarter-elephant ( whose continuous flow never 
ceases).” As he thns spoke the king took him by the hand, and 
entering the inner apartment, delighted Vilisavatl by ( telling her 
of ) both their dreams. - , 

When a few days had passed after this, by the grace of the 
gods a firtus entered ( the womb of ) Vil5savati, just a3 the reflec- 
tion of tbe moon enters ( ». *. is seen in the surface of ) a lake. 
And thereby she looked exceedingly attractive, like the line ol 
(trees in ) the Mandana garden with tho P&rijata tree, or the breast- 
region of Vishnu, the destroyer of the demon Madhu, with the 
Kauatubha jewel. Like a beautiful mirror (bearing a reflection), the 
bore ( within herself ) the image of the king reflected in ber under 
the guise of that fietus. With her foetus gradually developing day 
by day, she moved about vory slowly, like a bank of clouds ( which 
moves slowly by being ) heavy with the weight of tho waters of the 
ocean drunk in by them in large quantities. Frequently sho heaved 
dull *jgh3, yawning continually and contracting her eyes ( while so 
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doing). Her servants, who were skilled in divining the true state - 
( of their mistress ). knew ( the truth about ) her, as they daily- 
saw her in that condition, herself expressing a desire for foods and 
drinks of various flavours, and with the nipples of her breasts 
becoming dark, — like the rainy season whose commencement is 
darkened with ( black ) clouds — . and looking pale with the lustre 
of pregnancy, like the L-taL* flower whose inside is of a pole hue. 

Now oh an auspicious day and at evening-time, the hand-maid, 
named Kulavatdhani, the chief of all the queen's servants, 
clever by her perpetual residence in the royal household, and 
proficient in courtly life by constant attendance on the king, and 
well-skilled in all auspicious ntes. approached the king and 
whispered privately into his ear the new3 about Villsavati being 
antaxnta — the king, who at that time was seated in the inner 
assembly-room. snrronnded by thousands of lamps burning 
bright being replenished with scented oil. and who. therefore looked 
like the moon on the full-moon day shining in the midst of clusters 
of (•*.«. thousands of) stars, or like Vishnu reclining within the 
(surrounding) circle of the thousand jewels in the (thousand) hoods 
of Sesha, the snake-king. (At that time) he had only a few, promi- 
nent crowned kings around him ; his servants were standing at no 
very great distance from Mm ; and he was holding conversations 
with Sukanjsa, on various kinds of topicsfully indicative of the 
very great intimacy (that existed between them). Sukandsa was 
seated just near him on a high cane-chair, clad in clean, white 
robes ; bis (general) toilet was not very gaudy - r and like the ocean 
whose depth is unfathomahle, ne had a gravity (of countenance) 
which was quite impenetrable. 

At those words of her, words such as were never heard before 
and which seemed to him to be (almost) incredible, the kin*» felt 
that all his limbs were sprinkled over with liquid ambrosia as it 
were; (on account of the joy) his body bristled with clusters of 
hair suddenly rising on end ; he was being overwhelmed (as It 
were) with the flow of joy ; his cheeks were expanding on account 
of his smiles ; (when he smiled), he, under the guise of the shooting 
lustre of his teeth, seemed to be as it were spreading around him 
the joy that was left over after it had completely filled hia heart • 
and his eyes with their pupils restless and lashes moist with the 
tears of gladness then immediately fell upon (i.«. were turned 
towards and fixed upon) the face of Sukanisa. Having observed . 



“that extreme joy of the king, of a kind he had never teen before, 
sad having seen thulKulavardhani had approached him with a face 
expanding with smiles, and also on account of the matter ever 
■ revolving in his mind, Sokanisa, altbongh he knew not what had 
happened, saw no other cause, as befitting the time, of that exceeding 
joy, and himself gaessiag he palled his seat forward ; sad having 
(thus) approached the king Stitt nearer, said, not very loudly:— 
“ Sire, Is there any truth in what was seen in that dream? For 
Kui»vardh&u& is seen to have her eyes extremely dilated (with 
joy); and these two expanding eyes of Your Majesty also announce 
(some) great cause of joy, since they are approaching the very root 
of the ear as if with a desire to listen to the welcome tidings ; 

• (thus) giving rise as it were to the beanty of bine lotuses being 
worn s» ear-ornaments; they are flooded with tears of joy, and have 
their eye balls restless (on acconnt of joy). My extremely eager mind 
feels uneasy in its yearning to hear the great festival that has risen 
up. May Your Majesty therefore tell me what this might 

' ho ”, "When he had said this, tho king smiled andjsaid : — “ If what 
she has told is really true, then all that was seen in that dream 

• has proved true. But I cannot (bring myself to) believe it; (for) 
whence can such exceeding good lack visit us ! Indeed, we are not 

• the fitting receptacles for the hearing of such agreeable news. 
Although Kulavardhaul never tell* a lie, to-day I look upon her 
as though she were otherwise, as I believe myself to bo unworthy 
of such good lock. Well, get up ; I myself will go and know 

♦by asking the queen whether there is any truth in it.’’ 
Having said this be (first) dismissed all the assembled princes ; 
and taking off from his limbs (some) ornaments, he gave them to 

• Kulavardhank. Having been worshipped by her when shehad been 
favoured with these gifts with a bow of her ( bout ) head, so that her 

‘ broad forehead touched the ground (before him ). he rose with Boka- 

• nasi, and being sped on by his mind which was filled with great delight 
and being greeted by his throbbing right eye which imitated the play 
of a petal of the blue lotus quivering lu the breeze, ho went to the 
inner apartments followed by a very small number of servants, whose 
usual duty it was to wait upon him at that hour, tho mass of 
darkness in the different rooms being dispelled by the light of 
torches which were borne before him and whose thick flame* 
•flickered in the wind. 

And there in the bed-chamber, the rites for ensuring tho 
.protection of which had been duly performed ; which was white 
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-washed with & fresh paint of chtman ; wherein auspicious lamps 
-were lighted ; the two rides of the door of which had jars fall (of 
•water) placed therein; which was attractive on account of its wall- 
-spaces being brightly decorated with auspicious pictures recently 
painted thereon ; which was overhung with a white canopv (of 
silk); from the borders of the canopy of which were hanging pearl- 
necklaces, and wherein the darkness was removed bv the jewels 
serving as lamps ; — he saw Vilisavati who was clad in a pair of 
exceedingly white and new silken garments with their fringes adorned 
with figures drawn with Gorochana. She was then reclining on a 
bed, suitable for a pregnant lady and spacious like a flat rock of 
the Himalaya mountain , around it wa3 drawn a protective circle 
consisting of ornamental designs drawn with (holy) ashes ; near its 
head were placed auspicious, silver pots to induce (calm) sleep 
(in her); it was hallowed with various kinds of herbs roots 
and talismans tied to it ; in it were placed protective (mystic) rings 
presided over by the Saktis (KAtyiyani and others) ; upon it were 
here and there scattered white mustard seeds ; from it were hanging 
tremulous leaves of the pi/tpala tree which were threaded together 
with a string made of hair ; to it were fastened green leaves of the 
minha tree ; it was spread on a platform having high legs and had 
a coverlet as white as the rays of the moon. The auspicious 
ceremony of AtataraTU* (waving round; wa 3 being performed for 
her (Yllisavati) by the old ladies of the harem, proficient in the 


customary rites, with uncut isolated pieces of curds placed in golden 
vessels, with trays containing heaps of white balls of cooked 
rice bright and having the (undulating) appearance of waves of 
water, and having in them handfuls (i.». quantities) of loose flowers 
(fit. not made into garlands) ; with heaps of fishes with their 
mouths entire (fir. uncut), which were mixed with pieces of fresh 
flesh, and whose track was visible on account of the continuous line 
of water (that had dripped on the ground); with cool lamps 
burning inside cloth-covered cylindrical baskets ; with white 
mustard mixed with yorocAand; and with water taken in the joined 
(fit. hollowed) palms. She (ViUsavati) was waited upon by her 
delighted attendants who had put on a pure white dress and who were 
mostly talking about the auspicious rites. As she bora a child in her 

womb, she looked like the Earth with a Kula« mountain suppressed 

within, or like the celestial Ganges with the elephant, Airf vaU m'er 
; ged therein, or like the slope 0 f the Himalaya mountain with 1 lion 
1 See footnote 3, ntpra p. 5, - 
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lying in it9 cave, or like the glory ol the day having (in it) the sun 
concealed behind a bank of clouds, or like the night having (in it) 
the lunar orb hidden behind the Eastern mountain, or like Vishnu’s 
navel 'with the lotas on which BrahmS was about to appear (to 
spring up ), or like the Southern quarter in which the star Agastya 
is about to rise, or like the shore of the Milky ocean having the 
pot ol ambrosia covered by its foam. As ViUsavati was rising, 
supporting herself by leaning on the hand hastily stretched out by 
her maid, and placing her tender (left) hand on her left knee, 
while the jewels of her ornaments tossing about made a loud 
jingling sound, the king said to her : — “ Enough, queen, enough of 
(showing) this great Tespect (to me); you should not get up ; ” and 
he (then) sat down with her on that same bed. Sukanisa, too, sot 
down on another couch with a white coverlet, which lay near, and 
which had beautiful legs of burnished gold. 

Then, seeing her aneainta, the king’s heart became overfull (lit. 
was dulled) with an excess of joy, and beginning in a vein of joke, 
ho said ; — ■“ 0 queen, Sukan&saia inquiring whether something which 
Kulavardhant has said is really so (true). ” Then at that moment 
ViUsavati stood with her head hung down, her cheeks, lips and 
eyes being overspread with (the lustre of) her suppressed smile, 
and under the gni’e of the shooting rays of her teeth she hashfally 
covered her face with a silken veil, as it were. And, when she was 
repeatedly pressed (by the king for a reply), she said, — “Why do you 
put me to so overpowering shame? I don't know anything”; and, 
with a glance wherein her eye-balls were turned sideways a little, 
and with her head still hung down, she looked at the king as if with 
an air of anger. With the moon of his face bright with the moon- 
light in the form of his suppressed laughter, the lordofkin«*s 
again addressed her (as follows); — “Fair bodied one, if yon feel 
shame on account of my words, then here T remain silent. But 
what will you do against (i.e. to silence) this saffron-paint on your 
body which is getting pale, (the paint) which has the lustre of a 
champaht flower bright on account of the petals of its bad openin'’ 
wide, and which, being of the same colour (as the body), can be 
inferred a9 such by its (peculiar) fragrance ; — (what will you do 
also, to silence) these breasts of yours whoso nipples are becoming 
dark, and which (therefore) look as though they were emitting the 
smoke produced by the fire of grief in your heart as it is being 
extinguished by the sprinkling (on it) of the nectar in the form of 
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conception (the appearance of the embryo in tha womb), or &3 if 
they were two ehatravila birds having a bine Iotas (each in his 
beat), or as if they were two golden pitchers with mouths decked 
with (dark) tanala leaves, or &3 though the decorative leaf-like 
marks had been painted on them once for all with black eyurw 
paste ; — and (what will yon do to silence) this waist of yours 
which is abandoning its thinness (i.e. becoming large), which is 
pained by its girdle-zone becoming tighter and tighter for it every 
day, and from which, are disappearing the three encircling lines of 
the skin-folds (above the navel)?” To the king speaking in 
this strain Snkanasa, with & smile suppressed within his lips, 
said, — “ Sire, why do yon worry the Qneen ? She feels abashed 
even by a mere talk about it. Drop (therefore) the talk connected 
with the news told by Knlavardhani Engaged in such-like 
talks mostly consisting of jokes. SnkanAsa stayed there for a long- 
time, and then went to his abode. While the king spent that 
night with her in that same bed-chamber. 

f( Then in due course, when the period necessary for delivery (of 
gestation) was complete, Vila»avatl. who was in high glee by having 
all her pregnancy-longings fulfilled according to desire, gave birth to 
a son who cansed delight in the hearts of all the people, just as a. 
bank of clouds sends forth a flash of lightning, on ‘a holy day and at 
an anspicions moment, when the lagna (zodical sign on the eastern 
horizon) was duly noted by the astrologers who had ascertained the 
iafa t (exact portions) of time by means of the nidiifi (a vessel filled 
up in the space of a Ghatiki) constantly sinking (in water), and 
who had also measured in open apace their shadow (by standing in 
the sun). And when that son was born, there arose in that royal 
honsehold a very great tnmolt doe to congratulatory greetings 
(tumult in which) the surface of the ground wa3 shaken with the 
heavy tread of hundreds of feet of the (royal) servants running 
here and, there in haste ; (in which) thousands of infirm chamber- 
lains started to go to the king, faltering as they walked ; 
(in which) name runs hunch backs, dwarfs and low-statnred persons 
fell (over one another) as they were squeezed in the (rushing) crowds 
of people ; which was charming on account of the resonant jingle of 
the ornaments of the inmates of tho harem ; (in which) clothes and 
ornaments were being snatched away (by the servants) a3 they 
seized the farnai'azras 1 . and which threw into agitation tha (whole) 

l Vessels filled with Tsriocs srticles giTen away as presents to the 
•errant*, <£c. 

K. T. 13 
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city. And thereafter, the subjects, including (also) the feudatory 
princes, the inmates of the harem, the ministers, the servants of 
the (assembled) kings, the courtesans, young boys and old men, 
(right down) to cowherds (even), (all) danced (wildly) as though 
they were frantic, bang filled with delight at the noise of (the) 
festivities, which was preceded by the sound of drums as deep as that 
of the ocean when it was being churned with the Mandara mountain ; 
which was swollen with the sounds of numerous soft-sounding tabours, 
conches, lo.halai x and imifli', that were (then) beaten ; which was 
deepened by the sharp sounds of auspicious pafoAot 1 ; which was 
reinforced by the hubbub of many thousands of persons (shouting 
to one another); and which filled (all the spaces in) the three 
■worlds. Like the ocean daily swelling with a rumbling 'murmur at the 
rise of the moon, the great festival occasioned by tbe birth of the 
prince increased every day, resounding with the din ( natural to it). 

*2 - But the king, although his heart was drawn by the ( eagerly 
anticipated ) joy of the sight of his sou’s face, visited the \jiug-iu 
chamber on tbe specified day, and at a (particular) auspicious period 
approved of by his body of astrologers, accompanied by Sukanisa 
alone, having dismissed the whole train of his attendants. The 
lying in chamber had a splendid door. region ( entrance ), which was 
furnished with two jewelled, auspicious pitchers ( full of water ) ) 
which was decorated with many doll-like figures ( of deities) drawn 
• on it (in ink) ; which was thickly interlaced with bundles of various 
kinds of new leaves ( of trees ) ; near which were placed a plough, a 
pestle, and a yoke, all made of gold ( or, a pair of ploughs and 
pestles ); which was adorned with a garland composed of blades of 
the dure<> grass with a few white flowers thinly interwoven into them; 
•which had a whole tiger’s skin hanging down from it ; and 
which had a number of bells arranged in tho intervals of the long 
auspicious wreath hung across it. On both sides of the panels of the 
door of this entrance were seated a number of matrons, who were 
versed in the customary usages ; who were drawing ( on the 
ground) a network of decorative itastika figures formed with 
cow-dnUg-streaks over which were laid up-turned arri'ii giving them 
a jagged appearance, which were decked with bits of cotton 
(or, co tton -tree-flowers) charming o a account of their being deed with 
vMVc.ua colours aai placed upon them vt intervals, which (lines) 


1 Various kinds of drums so ctliei. 
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looked red as they lay in contact with bits of the ( red ) filaments 
of hiiutabha flowers (or saffron); who (the ladies) were fashioning (the 
image of) the divine Shatht&V, the goddess presiding over the sixth 
day, dressed in garments dyed yellow by being thickly interspersed 
with turmeric liquid ; who were preparing (an image of) KArttikeya, 
seated on tho expanse of the back of his peacock looking formidable 
with his wings folly spread out, having his fluttering banner fashioned 
out of a piece of reddish cloth, and appearing fierce with his 
(weapon) Saifi held aloft by him ; wbo ( the ladies ) were forming 
( figures of ) the Sun and the Moon, with their central portion made 
red with a mas 3 of the alaitaia dye laid over them; who were laying 
out ( on the ground) a row consisting of groups of clay-balls, which 
( row ) was coloured pink with saffron-paste, which was indented 
with a number of golden barley-grains stuck above (in the clay-balls), 
and which, being thick-set with heaps of yellow-red mustard 
seeds, looked a3 though it had been overlaid with molten gold ; 
and who were placing, on the surfaces of the wall-tops which 
were ( first ) whitened with (a wash of) sandal-water, numbers 
of oval pots and ( such ) other auspicious decorations of a 
lying-in chamber, ( pots ) which bore npon them, as signs, 
numerous pieces of cloth dyed with the five ( principal ) 
colours ( rir. white, dark, red, green and yellow ), and 
which were marked with the paste of yellow-coloured rice-flour • 
(the lying-in-chamber) near the door of which was tied an old 
he- goat decorated with wreaths made of various kinds of fragrant 
flowers j wherein the space near the head of the bed was occupied 
by a respectable old lady, made to sit in the middle of (a circle of) 
whole grains of rice ; wherein was constantly being burnt (as 
incense) the powder of ram’s horns and of snakes’ sloughs, mixed 
together in ghee ; wherein pervaded the odour of the protecting 
smoke issuing from the leaves of the niaha tree being burnt in the 
fire ; wherein drops of holy water were being sprinkled (on the 
floor) by a number of Brihmanas, loudly repeating the Yedic texts- 
-and wherein the nurses were busily engaged in worshipping a piece 
of cloth, having freshly printed on it the figures of the Holy 
-Mothers. It (the chamber) was charming on account of the 
t auspicious song*, suitable for (being sung on occasions of) deliverr 
which many old ladie3 had (jost) commenced to sing. Therein 

1 Tbe godded Pirvatt worshipped In a special form oa the sixth d*v 
after delivery. 
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were being bestowed benedictions with Vedic riant rat. Therein 

were being made offerings for securing the welfare of the infant. 
Therein were being fastened hundreds of festoons of white flowers. 
Therein were constantly being recited the " One Thousand Names 
of "Vishnu 1 , It was illumined with auspicious lamps, which war's 
placed on (the tops of) rods of pure gold (planted in the ground), 
and which, as they possessed motionless (i, «. steady) flames, 
appeared as though they were internally contemplating hundreds 
of auspicious things (in respect of the newly-born infant). And 
the chamber was surrounded on all sides by guardsmen, carrying - 
naked swords in their hands. The king entered the chamber after 
haying (first) touched water and fire (for keeping off evil). 

And haying entered he saw his son, the cause of his delight, 
lying in the lap of ViUsavatl whose frame looked extremely thin 
and pale owing to her ( recent ) delivery ; his son, who, by means 
of his own flashing lustre, had dimmed the light of the lamps in 
the lying-in chamber ; who, as the ( natural ) redness of the foetus 
had not yet left him, looked as if he were the sun haying his orb 
reddish at ( the time of ) his rise, — or as if he were the moon 
whose orb is ruddy in the western twilight ( in the evening ), — or 
as if he were a bunch of the tender leaves of the (celestial) Kalpa-tree 
in which the toughness (s. ». the greenness of growth ) had not yet. 
been produced, — or as if he were a heap of full-blown red 
lotoses, — or as it he were tho red-bodied planet Mars come 
down there ( from the sky ) to visit the Earth ( his mother ), — or 
as if he had his limbs fashioned out of bits of coral-twigs, or out 
of flakes of morning Bunshine, or out of the rays of rubies ; he 
looked ( redoubtable ) like ( the six-faced ) Klrttikeya ( the "War- 
god ), but without his five ( remaining ) faces being manifest ; 
he looked as if he were Indra’s son ( infant ) ( Jayanta ), 
dropped down ( on earth ) from the hands of some heavenly lady 
(who had been carrying him ) ; he was as it were flooding that 
bed-chamber with tbe lustre of his body, which ( lustre ) was as 
brilliant os that of fine gold when it is heated; he was endowed 
with the ( physical ) marks o! a great parsonage, as though- 
they were his natural ornaments ; and he was embraced by Lakshin! 

( ». *. he looked beautiful ), who was as it were delighted that he 


1 Rtftrriug to tb»t eection-of tlie SlahabKarala which is popularly 
known *s tbs Fiiiair Sahatra-filama. 
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would be her protector at some future time. The king felt pleased 
as he longingly gazed on his son’s face whose sight he had obtained 
after thonaands of yearnings ( for the same ); ( he gazed ) with his 
affectionate and widely opened eyes, as thoagh he were drinking him 
with them, or talking to him with them, or tonching him with 
them, — with his eyes whose eye-lashes were steady as they had 
ceased to wink, and whose eye-balls were flooded with a stream 
of tears of joy which collected as often as he wiped them. And 
he ( thus ) considered himself a3 highly fortunate. Snkanasa. 
whose heart’s desire tad ( now ) been fulfilled, however, closely 
observed with a gentle gaze all the limbs of the son, principal and 
minor, and with his eyes dilated through joy, said to the king — "‘Sire, 
just see. — Although, owing to their being compressed in the womb, 
the beauty of the limbs of this boy does not ( yet ) distinctly show 
itself, still the marks of a sovereign emperor (visible on his body) 
clearly indicate his greatness. For instance — Here is shining on 
his broad forehead, which has the appearance of the digit of the 
young moon reddened with the evening glow, this dawny hair-line 
between his eye-brows thin like the fibre from a broken piece 
of a lotos-stalk. This pair of his eyes, white like fall-flown white 
lotoses, extending as far as his ears, and having curved eye-lashes, 
is, as it were, whitening this bed-chamber with its frequent 
-openings. This nose of his which stretches- far ( i. «. down 
towards his lips ). and looks like a streak of gold, is as it were 
smelling the natural fragrance of his mouth, as attractive as the 
perfume of the opening folds of a lotus-flower. And his lovely 
lower lip has, as it were, the appearance of a bnd of the red lotns. 
His two hands, whose palms are rosy like a bnd of the red lotus, 
which are marked with auspicious lines, and which bear the signs 
• of a conch and a discus, look like the hands of Vishnu holding ( in 
them ) his conch and his discus. His two feet, tender like the young 
leaves of the celestial ( Kalpa) tree,Jare adorned with ( the figures 
of) a banner, a chariot, a horse, an umbrella, and a lotns, — all 
consisting of lines, and are ( therefore ) fit to be touched ( in future ) 
by the innumerable crest-jewels of many thousands of ( subsidiary ) 
princes. And, here i3 heard, as he cries, his sonorons voice very 
deep like the sound of a dunduiM drum.” 

'^V.'While he was thus speaking, there entered a man ( messenger) 
.named ifahgala. who had been walking fast, and to whom passage 
<was given by the kings, stationed at the door, hastily drawing 
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aside ; his body was covered with hair bristling with joy, his 
eyes were dilated, and his countenance looked delighted. He bowed 
>t the royal feet and thus addressed the king:—" Sire, congratu- 
lations on your good fortune! Your enemies ate annihilated ! May 
you live long and conquer the world ! By your grace there has been 
born a son unto His Excellency Snkanasa also, from his eldest 
wife named Manoramk, just as ( the great ) Parasurima was bora 
(unto Jamadagni) from Renuka. Having heard this, mayyonr- 
M&jesty order ( what is to be done next). ” 

Then, when the king heard those words of his, which (to him ) 
were like a shower of nectar, hia eyes expanded with delight, 
and he said : — “ Oh' what a series of blessings ! True (indeed ) is that . 
popular saying, that misery succeeds misery and happiness is piled 1 
ou happiness. Even fate has acted agreeably towards (both of) 
ns, inasmuch as it has invariably showed itself as the bestower of 
tbe same happiness or misery ( npon ns both), thns resembling yon. 
( who have shown yourself as the same to me in happiness or in- 
misery, and thns served me agreeably ).” "With these words the 
king, whose face was abloom with delight, embraced Snkanisa- 
very closely, and laughingly snatched away hi3 upper-garment as a 
gift (fit. as a vessel filled with gifts) to himself. And, joyous - 
at heart, he ordered that the messenger should be given a reward 
beyond measure, (a reward) corresponding to (the greatness of)., 
the welcome news which had been heard. He then got up and 
(immediately) went, as ho was, to the house of Snkaolsa, followed 
by the attendant maids of his harem; who caused the spaces in all 
the directions to be filled with the echoes of thousands of anklets 
which jingled as their feet struck ( the ground ); whose creeper-like 
(i «. delicate ) arms weTe resounding with ( the noise made by ) the 
numerous jewelled bracelets that were set in motion by the sudden 
tossings ( of their arms); who, by means of their folded bands 
held aloft with their palms turned upwards, were as it were 
exhibiting ( in that place ) a celestial lotns-plant being shaken by 
the breeze; the leaves worn on whose cars had been scattered about 
and crushed; who had their silken npper-garments torn as they 
were pierced by being rubbed against the ( sharp ) projections of 
one another’s armlets the new clothes worn by whom were dyed 
red with the ( red ) paint which had been applied to their bodies 
and which had ( now ) been washed og by the water of perspiration; 
(on whose foreheads) only small portions of tbe tilaia ma rks ■ 
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re main ed ( the rest having been similarly washed off ); v ho by- 
means of the laughter of courtesans spreading about gave rise to 
an appearance like that of a bed of full-blown white lotoses; whose 
breast-regions were struck by their long necklaces which dangled as 
they slipped off on account of their harried movements; 
whose curly hair stuck into ( or rubbed against) their tilala 
marks made with vermilion; whose massive hair was turned 
yellow by the handfuls of (perfumed yellow ) pisktataJsa 
powder that was ( then ) scattered everywhere ; who were headed 
by the dancing groups of deaf-and-dumb, hunch-backed, low- 
statured, dwarfish, deaf, and dull-witted slaves ; who were playing 
practical jokes upon the multitude of old chamberlains by tying 
their silken upper-garments round their necks and dragging them 
on . who were singing loudly in a sweet, melodious voice, to the 
accompaniment of a harmonious music of lutes, flutes, drums and 
cymbals ; and who, being full of great joy, were sedulously enjoying 
the sport of dancing, without pausing to consider what was (then) 
fit to be spoken and what was not, as though they were all 
intoxicated, or delirious, or possessed by evil spirits. (He was) 
also followed by the royal attendants whose broad cheeks were 
struck by their dangling jewelled ear-rings ; the lotuses worn by 
whom (as ornaments) on their ears were tossed about ; whose head- 
chaplets being shaken off had dropped down ; whose long garlands 
of flowers, worn over the shouldere # and across the chests, 
were swinging to and fro ; who had their enthusiasm increased by 
the noise of drums and couches (which were beaten and blown) to 
the accompaniment of the sounds of Iftertt 1 , wiridamjat, nardala*. 
and patnhat, all struck with great force ; and who, by the (heavy) 
tread of their feet seemed to cause the earth to break asunder 
as it were. He was followed also by a number of bards 
who had commenced dancing, who were making a loud noise 
with various sorts of month-instruments (#. g. trumpets), and who 
were reciting and singing (suitable songs). And there (in the 
house of Sukanaaa) he ordered festivities to be celebrated on double 
the (former) scale. 

^ * And, when the (rite of) keeping awake on the sixth day (from 
the birth of the child) had been gone through, and when the tenth, 
day had arrived, then at an auspicious period the king gave awav- 
to Brihmanas cows and gold coin3 by the erore ; and then he 


1 Tteee tie names of different kinds of drums. 
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bestowed upon bis son, just in accordance with his dream, the name 
of Chandrapida {tbe Moon-crested one), knowing tbat in the dream 
the full-orbed moon was seen by him as entering the lotns- 
like month of his (the boy’s) mother. The next day Sukan&sa also 
performed all the rites laid down for a Brahmana, and bestowed on 
his son, with the king’s approval, the name of Vaisampayana, as 
suited a Brahmana. And as Chandripida had, in due course, duly 
performed for him, the whole circle of rites connected with children, 
each as tonsure &c., his childhood passed away. 

^7* (In the meanwhile), in order to prevent (the possibility of) 
over-attachment to play (if his son were taught in the royal palace), 
Tlrapida caused to be built a (special) school-honse (for Chandripida) 
outside the city ; it was situated on the bank of the SiprS and was 
exactly half a loti in length; it was snrronnded by a very 'large 
circular rampart white with ehunam and looking like a aeries of 
the peaks of the finowy Mountain (Himalaya) ; it was (further) 
girt by a large circular moat lying all along the rampart ; it 
possessed very strong folding doors (of the gates), entrance to it 
being obtained by one door kept open ; in one part of it were 
constructed sheds for horses and rows of carriages; it had a 
gymnasium constructed underneath ; and it resembled in shape a 
(beautiful) celestial mansion. And Taraplda took very great pains 
to gather there professors of every branch of knowledge. And 
having placed him there,* with all egress forbidden, like a lion’s 
cub confined in a cage, he on an auspicious day, entrusted 
Chandrapida, along with Vaisampayana as his companion, to the 
teachers, that he should acquire knowledge of all the lores. 
There bis suite consisted mostly of the sons of his teachers and of 
noblemen; and all (possibility of) over-fondness for children’s sports 
being removed, be coold study there with undivided attention. 
And every day, on rising (in the morning), the king accompanied 
by Vilasavati, regularly went to the school with a small number of 
attendants and paid him a visit. 

■ Chand rapid a also, who had been thus kept within (proper) 
control by the king, studied in a very short period all the lores 
as they were imparted to him by his teachers, who showed their 
skill each in his own department, and who were filled with 
enthusiasm by £ reason of having such) an apt pnpiL And all 
the various lores transferred themselves nnto him, who was 
exceedingly bright (clear-headed) like a jewel -mirror. Thu 3 he 
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gained supreme proficiency in grammar ; in ,!/Tnani*a ; in logic; 
in the science of law ; in the various branches of political science ; 
-in the different systems of gymnastics; in (the nseof) all the 
-different weapons such as the’.bow, the quoit, the shield, the sword, 
the javelin, the spear, the are, the mace &c. ; in driving a chariot ; 
in riding on elephant’s back ; in riding horses ; in ( playing on ) 
the varions musical instruments such as the Inte, the Ante, the drum, 
the cymbals, the hollow pipe &c.; in the works on dancing written 
by ( the sages ) Bharata and others ; in the varions musical treatises 
such as the one written by Jiirada, ifcc ; in (the art of) training 
elephants ; in the science of ascertaining the age of a horse ; in the 
(characteristic) marks on (the body of) a person ; in drawing 
pictures , in painting the paltralola decorations ; in making 
manuscript copies of books (or, in making clay-dolls); in 
engraving ; in all the arts of gambling ; in varions systems of 
mnsic ; in interpreting ( the omens of ) the cries of birds ; in 
making astronomical calculations •, in testing precious stones; 
in carpentry ; in ivory-carving ; in the art of building ; in the 
science of medicine ; in the use of the proper jranlra* ( charms 
written in diagrams ) ; in ( the use of ) antidotes against poisons ; 
in breaking open ( subterranean passages ) by means of mines ; in 
swimming , in rowing ; in jumping ; in climbing ; in the erotic arts ; 
in magic ; inf the study of ) romances, dramas, tales, poem3, the 
Mahabharata, the Furanas, historical works, and the lianayana\ in 
all the alphabets, all the dialects ( prevalent in different parts ) of 
the country, all the signs ( ». *. the deaf-and-dumb language ), and 
all the mechanical arts ; in the Vedas ; and also in ( many ) other 
different accomplishments. 

*•' And while he was ( thus ) continuously engaged, there 
appeared in him, even in his boyhood, — a3 in Bhlma ( the second 
1'andava ) — enormous physical strength, which was inborn 
and which roused the wonder of all people. Young elephants 
whose bodies were bent owing to the lobes of their ears being 
pulled down with the palms of his hands by him even when 
playing at random, were not able to move even, as though they 
had been overpowered by the attack of a lion’s cub. With only 
o.ne sword's stroke to each, he, while a mere boy. cut down tala 
trees, as though they were ( merely ) lotns-stalk3. His arrows 
could pierce the rocks of mountains, like the arrows — which broke 
through the rocks of the mountain Krauticha — of Paras'urima, who 
K._T. 14 
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was as it were the wild conflagration to tlie forest ot bamboos in tbe 
form of all tbe Ksbstriyas (who were killed by him). And.he took 
physical exercise with an iron clab capable of being borne by 
ten men ( with their combined strength ). Vais'amphyana followed 
him in all his other accomplishments, except in his great physical' 
strength ( which was inborn ). "Vais’ampayana, on account of the 
great respect Ohandrapida felt for him for his acquaintance with 
all the multi tudinons arts, and on account of the reverence he had for 
Sukan&sa, and because both had played together in the ( same ) dust 
( as children ) and had grown up together, became the great friend 
of Ohandrapida, bis second heart as it were, and the repository of 
all his confidences. He ( Ohandrapida ) could not remain alone 
even for a moment without him, while V aia'ampayana also followed 
him as day follows the sun, not leaving him even for an instant. 

7o. 'While Chandripida was thus cultivating his acquaintance with, 
all the lores, the advent of youth, making its appearance (In him )— 
which was attractive to all the three worlds, which gave delight to- 
the hearts of all his subjects, which was full of various kinds of 
changes wrought by passion, which was (as it were) the 
weapon of the shark-bannered God of Love, which was charming 
on account of passion showing itself in him for the fir9t time, and 
which was proper for (the manifestation of) various kinds of 
dancing and sports — imparted to him, beautiful as he was, a double 
beauty, as the liquid ambrosia, which is coveted by all the three 
worlds, increases the beauty of the ocean ; or the rise of the moon, 
which gladdens the minds of all the people, of the evening ; or a 
series of circular rain-bows, exhibiting various shades of colours, of 
the rainy season ; or the newly springing up of blossoms, which 
serve as weapons to the (shark-bannered) God of Love, of the 
celestial (Kalya} treej or the rise of tbe sun, charming (to look 
at) on account of the fresh-manifested glow, of a bed of lotuses } 
or as the tail, which is (a) fit (instrument) for exhibiting various 
graceful dances, (increases the beauty) of the peacock. The God of 
Love, like a new servant, having obtained scope ( for his working ), 
approached him. As his personal beauty expanded ( in charm ), 
so increased (in width) his chest. As the expectations o! Ids 
relatives became fulfilled (by seeing him turn oat worthy^, so- 
became fall ( » *■ muscular and round ) Ms long, straight thighs. 
His waist became thin along with the host of hi9 enemies. His 
hips grew (in magnitude ) like his munificence. With his prowess 
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rose up his line of hair. Along with the long tresses of his enemies’ - 
wives there hung downwards to a great length his arms. Along- 
with his character (the interiors of) his eyes grew white. As his 
•ommand became inviolable bo became large (and robust ) the top- 
region of his arms (».*. his shoulders ). And, as his voice became 
deep, so became grave his heart also. 

? • Thus in this way, when the king learnt that Chandraplda had 
entered early yonth and had completely acquired the knowledge of 
all the arts and had studied all the lores, he, with a view to bring 
him back (to the palace), being permitted by his teachers (to leave), 
sent for the commander of his army, named Balihaka, and dispatched 
him (for that purpose) on a highly auspicious day, with a large 
escort of cavalrymen and infantry. He (Balihaka) went to the 
mansion of learning, and having entered it after being announced 
by the door-keepers, bowed with his head (bent so low) that its 
crest-jewel touched the ground, and being permitted by the Prince (to 
ait down), sat down on a seat befitting his position, as modestly as 
though he were in the presence of Hie king himself. Having 
rested for a short while, BaUhaka approached OhandrSpida and 
showing respect thus addressed him humbly : — “ Prince, His 
Majesty has sent this message : ‘ Oar expectations (with regard to 
you) have borne fruit ; you have studied the Sistras, have mastered 
all the arts, and have obtained the highest proficiency in all the 
lores (which teach the use) of weapons. And you are permitted 
by all your teachers to leave the education-house. Let the subjects 
now behold you, who have received your education and (thns) 
resemble a young » cent-el ephant , coming out of the house of 
confinement after he ha3 been duly trained, — and who have mastered 
all the numerous arts, and (thus) resemble the moon on the full- 
moon-day newly risen and possessing all its digits in their entirety. 
Let the people’s eyes, which have been anxiously desirous of your 
sight for a very long time, now become fruitful (by having their 
wish satisfied). All the ladies of the harem also are exceedingly 
anxious to see you. This is now the tenth year since yoa (first), 
began residence in the Bchool-house, and you entered it when you were 
passing through your sixth year ; thns, taking them together, you 
have entered this sixteenth year (of your life). Therefore, after 
having left (the school-house), show yourself to all your mothers 
who are longing to see you, salute your elders, and enjoy from 
to-day the pleasures of the kingdom and the delight of new youth,- 
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jnst oa it pleases yon, without any restraint (whatever). Show 
(ane) respect to all the (subsidiary) princes'; worship the Brah' 
JnaDas ; look after (the welfare of) the subjects ; and (thus) gladden 
(the heart of) yonr relatives?’. And here is standing at the gate a 
horse named Indrayndba whom His itajesty has sent (as a gift) to 
yon ; he is a matchless jewel in ail the three worlds, and possesses 
a speed which equals that of the wind or of Garutja. This horse 
w*3 sent to His Majesty by tbe king of the Ptrasikas, considering 
in to be a wonder of the three worlds, — with a message (as 
oUowb) :—i This jewel of a steed, sprung from the waters of the 
■ocean and not from the womb (of a mare), was acquired by me and is 
tit to be ridden by Yonr Majesty The experts in physioginomical 
marks, on seeing him, declared — ‘ Lord, this horse possesses all the 
marks which are said to belong to Ucbcbaisjravas, and there never 
uas nor will there be a steed of this sort’. May yon, therefore, 
ndly favour him by (using him for) t riding. And here are (also) 
at ttl0 E* t0 * thousand princes on horse-back, eager to make 
o isaace to yon, and sent to be in your service (your attendants) ; 

ey are (all) born of (noble) families of crowned kings ; they are 
•mo est, brave, handsome, and accomplished, and are hereditary 
<(m their service) 

Jp" '^ ilen BaUhaka had ceased speaking after having delivered 
tmself thus, Cbandrtplda, Obeying bis father’s command with a 
w of hie head, and wishing to depart, ordered in a voice deep like 
e rumbling of new clouds, that Bidr&yudha be brought in. 

1 2- And then he beheld that most excellent of horses, Indrayudha » 
who was led in immediately after he had given the order, being pulled 
on by two men who were holding to the circle of the golden bit, 
one on each aide, and who were making efforts to check (his 
’movements ) at every step. He was ( a horse ) of the largest size, 
hie back being such as could be reached (only) by a man ( standing) 
with his hand raised straight up. He seemed to be swallowing as 
it were the whole sky (air-space) in his front. With the sound of 
-his frequent neighing, which was exceedingly shrill, which shook 
the cavity of his belly, and which filled ( all ) the hollow spaces 
m the universe, he was as it were upbraiding Garnda vainly proud 
of his falsely-believed speed. With his head, which at every 
moment was being lowered and again raised to a very great 
-distance, and whose formidable nostrils were snorting in great wrath 
at hi, speed being curbed, he was as it were measuring the three 
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worlds with a view to leap over them through the pride of his ownr 
speed. His body was speckled with stripes which were black 
yellow, green and pink ( in colour ) and which (thus) resembled 
a rain-bow ; (and hence) he looked like a young elephant havin'- a 
multi-coloured blanket thrown over him, or like the ( white ) bull 
of Siva reddened with mineral dust by batting against the slopes of 
the Kailas a mountain, or like the lion of Parvati with his mane 
crimsoned with the streaks of the clotted blood of the demon 
( Mahishasnra ). He looked as though he were a mass of speed in a 
corporeal form. On account of the hissing sound which he sent forth 
through the folds of his constantly throbbicgno 3 trils, he appeared a* 
though he were ejecting through the passage of his nose the wind 
inhaled by him in his extreme switnes?. He was emitting flakes of 
the foam produced by his flowing saliva, generated by the irritation 
caused by the sharp ends of the bridle-hit rattling as it slipped 
inside ( his month ), and which ( being white ) looked as thou«-h 
they were the mouthfuls of liquid nectar drunk by him when he 
was residing in the ocean. He had a month which was extremely 
long, and which, being perfectly devoid of flesh, appeared as thonf-h 
it had been carved ont. He looked splendid with a pair of ea°rs 
whose tips were ( perfectly ) motionless, and which, being covered 
with the pencils of rays shooting forth from the red jewels placed 
( as a decoration ) round his head, appeared as though they had 
red cAevrif* hanging from them. Ha had a beautiful 'neck, which 
was overspread with the mass of rays issuing forth from his* bri-ht 
golden chains, and had, hanging down from it, a wavin'-, thick 
mane red like lac-dye, and which ( thus ) appeared, as tho’u'-h it 
had shoots of coral sticking on to it on account of his movin'- 
through the ocean ( where he formerly dwelt ). Like the c'nk 
evening-twilight dented with a clnster of stars. ho n , 
with a bright horse’s onmrat, which seas inlaid with a nombor 
of golden ornamental figures drawn in enceedinglr cnrvin- lines 
which had jewel-strings that jingled at every "step, and" which 
mostly consisted of very large pearls. As his bodv looted 
greenish ( in hoe ) on account of the lostre of the emerald-gemi 
which were set in that ornament, he gave ( the beholder ) the 
impression that he was one of the (green) horses of the sen's 
chariot fallen from the sty ( on the earth ). Eein- an entre' 1 
high-mettled steed, he was pouring forth 0105101°! c ) drops 'of 
sweat coming ont throngh every pore of the stia (ofhiibody). 
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owing to the wrath he felt at his speed being checked ( by his 
attendant grooms ), a 3 though they were the pearls sticking on to 
him owing to Ms residence in the sea (which is full of pearls). 
He was as it were practising playing on the wurtya-dnim with 
his big, hollow hoofs which forcibly struck tha earth, producing 
with their tips a discordant, shrill sound on account of their 
constant rise and fell ( on the ground ) 5 which looked like pedestal* 
of sapphire-gems, and seemed as though they had been made of 
rocks o! antimony (or, collyrinm). He looked as though he had been 
carved ( oat of wood or stone &c. ) in his thighs ; as though 
broadened in his cheat ; as though pared thin in his mouth’; as 
though stretched out in his neok ; as though sculptured 
in his two aides; and as though doubled in his haunches. 
H© was a rival as it were of Garnda in his speed, a 
companion (helper) as it were of "Wind in traversing the three 
worlds, a partial incarnation as it were of (the celestial horse) 
Uchchaissravas, and a fellow-student as it were of mind in the 
practice of fleetness- Like the foot of Vishnu which was able to 
cross (with one step) the whole of the Earth, he (the horse) was 
able to bonnd over the whole earth (without fatigue). Like 
Varuna's (vehicle the) Swan, who swims in the Mknasa lake, he 
could travel with the speed of mind. Like a day of the spring- 
month, which has the Asoka and the Pit ala flowers in bloom, he 
looked red like the full-blown blossoms of the Asoka tree. Like a 
person under a religious vow, whose face is marked with the 
tripundrala sign made with white ashes, his face was marked with 
a Iripunirobs-Uke tuft (of hair) white like ashes. Like a bed of 
lotuseB which has its filamsnts tawny with thickened honey, he had 
his mane looking reddish-yellow like the dregs (or sediment) of 
wine. Like ajday in summer which is very; long (or has long 
watches) and has fierce heat, he was of great length and possessed 
dazzling lustre. Like a cobra who has hi* face always turned 
towards the wind (•’.«. towards the direction from which the wind 
blows) he was ever ready to bound 08 . like the sandy shore of 
the sea which is adorned with a series of conches, he was decked 
with a chain of conches (round his neck). Like a terror-struck 
person whose ears are paralysed, he had his ears motionless. 
Like the sovereignty of the Vidyiidbaras which Is fit to be enjoyed 
by their emperor Naravihaaadatta, he was fit to be the vehicle of 
a person who was a sovereign ruler ( and of none less ). And, like 



Ill 


■pp. 131-132. ] 

the rise o£ the sun, which deserves being worshipped by all the 
-world, he deserved a price ( equivalent to that ) of the whole world. 

73 And, on seeing that culmination of a horse’s shape snch as he 
had never seen before, of a form fit for the superhuman world, 
-meet for ( being part of the paraphernalia of ) the 
sovereignty of all the three worlds, and possessed of all the 
( anspidons ) physical marks, astonishment touched (affected) the 
heart of Ohandrapida though very serene by nature. An d then these 
thoughts arose in his mind • — “ What jewel, I wonder, was taken 
out by all the gods and demons, who whirled the Handara mountain 
with YAsnki pulled in quick revolutions and churned the waters of 
the ocean, when they failed to take out this jewel of a horse o 
And what fruit has Indra reaped of his sovereignty over the three 
worlds, when he did not mount his back broad a3 a rock of the 
Hera mountain? Truly, Indra wt3 cheated by the ocean when his 
mind was filled with wonder on getting Uehchaihsravas. And I think 
that he (the horse) has not as yet crossed the range of the sight 
of the divine Vishnu, since the latter does not even now give np 
his over-fondness for riding Garada. Oh ! This regal glory of 
my father does indeed snrpass even the splendour of the lord of 
gods, since even jewels like this (horse), which cannot be easily 
had in all the three worlds, become part of his paraphernalia. On 
account of his very great effalgence and high mettle, this form of 
his seems to contain (within itself) some deity.; to tell the truth, 
it produces something like fear in me,, when I think of riding him. 
For, ordinary horses can never possess such forms which are fit 
(only) for non-mortal worlds, and which cause wonder to all the three 
worlds. For even deities, in obedience to a JfunPt curse, quit their 
own bodies and betake themselves to others assigned to them by the 
•words of the curse. Thus we hear (as follows) : — In the day 3 of 
■yore, as the story goes, a sage, named Sthulasira3, of great austeri- 
ties, cursed the nymph named Bamhhi, who was the ornament of all 
the worlds. She (then) left the world of gods and transferred herself 
to the heart of a horse ; and, becoming a mare known (thereafter) as 
Asva-hridaya (•’ Gorse’s-Heart *), served a king, named Satadhanvan, 
in the city of SIrittikivati, and dwelt in the world of mortals for 
a very long time. (Similarly) other noble-souled (beings) have had 
their might drank np (i.«. made to vanish) by the curses of sages ; 
and, taking various forms, they have wandered about in this world. 
There is no doubt (therefore) that this horse, too, must be eome 
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Mgh-souled being undergoing & curse. My heart is as it were 
telling me (in so many words) of bis divine nature.” 

74 . "While occupied with these thoughts, he got up from his seat, 
wishing to ride ( that horse). And, having approached him, he 
mentally addressed him ( in this manner ” 0 yon high-sonled 
charger, be you whoever yon are, I bow to you ; please fully 
forgive my transgression in thus riding yon. Even deities, not 
being recognized, become tbe sufferers of undeserved indignities." 
( Thereupon ) Indrlyodhn, as if he understood his meaning, looted 
at him obliquely with his eye whose pupil was a little contracted 
and turned sideways owing to its being stinck by the waving mass 
of the hair on his head ( his mane ) ; and, as if inviting him for 
riding by means of Ids right hoof with which he frequently struck 
the gronud, aud which, on account of the dust it dug up, rendered 
greyish the line of hair on Ms chest, he nttered a sweet and most 
attractive neigh mingled with the gurgling sound made by his 
throbbing Dostrils, and closely followed by a series of mild grunts. 
Then Chandrapida monnted Iudr&yndha, ( feeling ) as if given 
permission to ride him by that sweet neighing. Biding him, and 
considering all the three worlds as no larger than a span, lie issued < 
forth, aud saw ( before him ) a cavalcade, so ( vast ) that its limits 
all round were uot visible i it deafened all the spaces in the world 
with the exceedingly harsh clatter of hoofs, which was as piercing 
as that of falling hail-stones discharged by the clouds at the time 
of World-destruction, and which seemed to shatter the surface of 
the earth as it were, and also with a neighing the sound of which 
was ( the more ) fierce owing to the nostrils ( of the horses ) being 
choked up with the dust raised by their hoofs ; it decked the 
'expanse of the sky with a forest (i e. dense mass ) of creepor-like 
( ». e. long ) lances which were held aloft and whose clean blades 
flashed ( brilliantly ) as the rays of tbe ( hot-rayed ) sun fell on 
them, as though it were a lake thickly overgrown with the buds 
of blue-lotus plants -standing with iheir steins erect ; on account 
of its having darkened the spaces in alt the eight, directions 
with its thousands of peacock's-feathers’ umbrellas with raised 
handles (held over the heads), it looked like an assemblage of 
Clouds iridescent with a number of rain-bows flashing across them ; 
and, from the horses having their mouths whitened with the 
masses of foam they were throwing out and their being restless on. 
acconnt of their constant curveting, it looked like the mass 
of the rolling billows of tb«* ocean at the time of the 
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final destruction, come up there. And, like the waters of the oceans 
at the rise of the moon, all that cavalry stirred np at the issuing 
forth of Chsndraplda. And princes crowded around him, each 
desirous of making obeisance to him before the others, with their 
heads devoid of the nmhrellas which were hastily removed (folded 
np) and striving strenuously to control their horses which had got 
restive by being (too closely) packed against one another ; and 
being annonnced one by one by Balahaka who mentioned the 
name of each, they saluted him with heads bent very low ; which 
(the heads) poured ont their devotion (as it were) under the 
guise of the flashing forth of the (red) rays of the rubies in their 
crown* that were shaken (or displaced at that time). And which 
on account of their having their hands folded in a bud-like form 
for doing homage placed across them looked as though they 
had lotns-fiowers sticking to them, from out of the waters poured 
on them from jars when they (the princes) were crowned heirs- 
apparent. 

7 S' Chandrapida honoured them all as each deserved ; and, being 
closely followed by Yaisampayana, (also) mounted on a horse, he 
started towards the capital city. The heat of the sun was warded 
off (from him) with an umbrella held over him by means of its 
very large golden staff, which looked in shape as though it were 
the white lota* wherein resided Lakshin! (the deity) of Boyal" 
Glory: which appeared as though it were the round orb of the 
moon to the bed of lotuses in the form of all those assembled 
princes ; which appeared as if it were the (white) sandy bank of 
the river in the form of that army of horses ; which had the hue 
of the circle of the hoods of Yasuki whitened with the foam of the 
Milky Ocean; which was fringed with a network of strings of 
large pearls ; and which boro upon it the device of a lion as an 
emblem. The sprouts worn by him (as ornaments) over his ears 
were set a-dancing by the wind of the numerous choirriti which 
were being waved on both sides of him ; and he was being praised 
by his attendants ru nni ng before him on foot, who were mostly 
young and breve men, and who numbered many thousands, and also 
by his (professional) bards who were constantly and in a melodious 
voice uttering loudly the cries, consisting of auspicious words, such 
as * May you be victorious 1* ‘ May you live long !' 

^ ^ And when in due course the people saw him come down to the 
city-road, as though he were Cupid himself come down (on earth). 

K. T. lb 
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haring been restored to bis body, all tbe people left business entirely 
( in order to hare a loot at him ) and played the part of (veto «o 
delighted that they looked like) a bed of night-lotuses blooming 
nuder (tbe influence of ) moon-rise, “ Since now there is this 
KumSra ( Prince), Ohandripida (with one beautiful face ), truly the 
god K&rttikeya, whose figure looks hideous on account of tbe 
number of his lotus-like faces, now mocks (lit., makes ridiculous) 
tbe title of Kumara. Ah, our stock of merit, indeed, must be very 
great, since we behold without being obstructed this superhuman 
form of his, with our eyes which are dilated owing to the flow of 
the emotion of lore rising within, and raised up through curiosity. 
Our (haring) birth has to-day borne its fruit (since we hare now seen 
such a glorious sight) Let a bow be made, with all Our hearts, 
to this lotns-eyed god Vishnu, who has assumed another form, 
and here appears disguised as Ohaudripida ’’—With these words 
the citizens bowed unto him, with their hands folded in salutation. 
And, as on all sides thousands of windows became conspicuously 
risible owing to their folding panels being opened wide, the city, 
too, appeared as though it had opened Us innumerable eyes with the 
eager desire of getting a sight of Ghandr&ptda. And then, haring 
heard that Ghandr&ptda, haring finished his full course of studies 
had left the house of learning and was at that moment coming 
(along the Toad), the ladies in all parts of the city being eager to see 
him, hurriedly left their toilet-work half-finished (u9 it was), and 
ascended the terraces of their mansions. Borne of them, carrying 

• ' " fall-moon-nigbts with the 

i ; some, with feet dyed red 
■ s-plauts whose flowers had 

drunk np the morning sunlight. Some, whose tender feet were 
fettered by their waist-bands haring slipped down in their hurried 
movements, looked like female elephants moring rery slowly by 
being hampered by their chains. Some, who wore garments 
>( amhara ) beantiful with their rain-bow hues, looked like the 
glorious days of the reiny season which hare the sky { anbara ) 
beautifully cheeked with the colours of the rain-how. Some who 
had feet blossoming with the rays of their nails flashing 
forth, looked as though they were dragging along with 
them the (white-bodied) domestic swans attracted there, 
to by the jingling of their anklets. Borne, who bore in theic 
palms Urge necklaces of pearls, Seemed as though they imitated 
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Rati holding (in her hand) the (ascetic’s ) rosary of crystal-beads 
through grief at the death of lladana (her lord). Some, who had 
pearl -necklaces hanging down through tho epsces between their 
breasts, looked like charming evenings with the pairs of CJatraroin 
birds separated by a thin, limpid stream of water. Some, from 
whose anklet-jewels Sashed forth rain-bows (consisting of coloured 
rays), looked beautiful as though they were being followed by 
-the domestic pea-hena (with brilliant-spotted, rain-bow-colonred 
tails), on account of their familiarity (with them). And some, 
who had put down their jewelled goblets when (the wine therein 
was only ) half-drunk, appeared to be dropping forth liquid wine 
as it were, by means of their tender lips flashing red (with the 
just-drunk wine ); while others, with the orbs of their faces 
appearing through the holes of the emerald windows, gazed (on 
Chandrapida), presenting, &3 it were, the appearance of a lotus-bed 
traversing the sky and having its lotus-buds full-blown. 

77- Then on a sudden there arose the sound of the (jingling) 
ornaments, caused by hasty motion and charming to the ear, of 
the ladies, the very brilliant jewels of whose necklaces resounded as 
they jostled against one another ; it was thickened by the mingled 
sounds of lutes struck sweetly on their chords ; it was blended 
with the cries of the domestic tiros a birds which were attracted 
{lit. called) there by the jingling of girdle-zones ; it was accom- 
panied with the sounds of the notes of the peacocks of the inner 
apartments who were delighted at the deep sound (resembling 
thunder) produced by the stairs being struck by the stumbling feet 
(of the ladies) ; it was soft with the notes of swans that were 
filled with fear at (the noise which sounded like) the rumbling of 
new clonds ; it resembled the proclamation of victory of the shark- 
bannered Cnpid (on march) ; and it resounded with echoes in the 
rooms of mansions. _ __ 

7$ And in a short while, being closely packed with jonng women, 
"the ma ns ions became as though they were (wholly) made of women- 
owing to the imprints of their lotus-like feet dyed with olaltala, 
the earth became as though it were (wholly) made of (redi tender 
leaves ; by reason of the continuous flow of the lustre (i #. lustrous 
complexion) of the bodies of women, the city became as though it 
were (wholly) composed of beauty ; on account of the clusters of 
their round faces (everywhere), the sky became as though it were 
(wholly) composed of lunar orbs J owing to their innumerable palms 
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held up flat to ward off the sun, the whole round of directions- 
looked »3 though it were (entirely) made up of lotus-bed* , by 
reason of the clustering rays of their ornaments, the sunshine 
appeared as it it were (entirely) composed ot run-hows (every- 
where) ; and, on account ot the stream of the flashing lustre ot 
their eyes, the day looked as it it were (entirely) formed ot the 
petals of blue lotuses. And, as they remained gazing on Ghandra- 
ptda, with their eyes dilated with wonder and looking steadily, 
his (beautiful) form entered (/.«. captivated) their hearts, as thongh 
these were made ot mirrors, or ot water, or of crystal (which easily 
receive reflections). 

79. And, as in them was visibly produced the feeling of love (for 
him), at that moment they began charming conversations with one 
another, (conversations) which were full of jokes, of confidences, of 
hurried statements, of jealous thoughts, of ridicule, of envy, of 
blandishments, ot passion, and ot longing. They were of this 
sort : — “ 0 you with a quick gait, wait for me, too.'’ *• O you 
who arB mad with (the desire of) his sight, wear your upper 
garment (which yon have forgotten).” “ O silly gir], raise up- 
your long tresses which are hanging down over your face.” u 0- 
you who are blinded by passion, pnt up your chandraUkka ornament 
(which is obscuring your sight) for (otherwise) you will fall 
if your teot were to slip over the flowers placed (on the ground) 
as holy offerings.” “ O you distraught with love, tie up your 
massive hair,” “ 0 you who are so eager to get a sight of 
ChandrSpida, pull up your girdle-band (which is slipping down).” 
“O yon sinful girl, lift up (to its original place ) the leaf (used 
as ornament ) on your ear, which is dangling to and fro over your 
cheeks.” “ 0 yon who have lost yonr heart, take up your ivory-, 
ornament which has fallen down.” ,l O yon who are infatuated 
with yonr (surging) youth, you are seen by the people — cover 
your expansive breasts (which are bare).” ”0 yon shameless 
girl, tighten your silken garment which has become loose,” “ O 
you who ate pretending to be simple, come along very quickly.” 

O yon who are so curious, make room for me to see ”, « 0 you 
who would never be satisfied, how long will you be looking?” 
“O yon whose heart is in a flutter (with passion at the sight of 
Chandriplda), pay heed to the servants (who may witness your 
condition).” “O you who are (behaving like) a goblin, your 
upper garment has slipped off— the people will laugh at you . r 
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“O yon whose eyes have been blinded by passion, do you not see 
( even ) your friend (i. e. me ) ? " “O you who are full of varying 
outbursts of emotion, you will live a painful life, (as you are) 
troubling your heart causelessly. “ 0 you who are feigning to be 
(very) modest, why are you looking at him under (various) 
pretests ? — Yon may gaze (openly) without fear.’’ “ O you, 
graceful with your yonth, why do you pain (others) with (the 
pressure of) your heavy breast3 P " 4, 0 you who are so very 
indignant (for having been left in the rear ), move to the front.’ 
*' O you seldsh girl, why are you obstructing the whole window, 
looking alone ( by yourself ) ? ” O you who are completely over- 
come by passion, it is n y silken upper-garment that you are using 
as yoar own.’ - '• O you who are druuk (as it were) with the wine 
(in the form) of passion, control yourself.” “ O you who have lost 
all patience, why are you runningin the presence of your elders? 

“ O you with your inmost feelings appearing prominently, why 
do yon become thus distracted?" “O you simple girl, conceal 
the standing-on-end of the hair all over yonr body caused by the 
faver of passion.” “ Hi-behaved one, why do you become thus 
excited 5 ” “ O you who are variously affected ( as appears from 
your gestures ), you are uselessly troubling yourself, fatiguing 
your (slender) waist by (the) various twistings and turnings of 
your limbs.” «• 0 you absent-minded, you are not even aware of 
yourself as having come out of your house.” *• 0 yon lost in 
curiosity, you (seem to) have forgotten (even) to breathe.” 
tl 0 you who have closed your eyes in the ecstatic delight of union 
with him brought abont by mental thought, open your eyes ; he 
is passing beyond sight.” *• O you fainting under the strokes of 
liove’e arrows, hold the end of your silken upper-garment over 
your head to keep off the rays of the sun.” •* 0 you possessed by 
the evil spirit (or, planet) of the vow of chastity, you are robbing 
your eyes by (of their pleasure) not seeing what is sightworthy.” 
“ O you unfortunate giri, yon are ruined (or, accnrsed) by your vow 
•of avoiding the sight of another male (than your own husband)." 
“ O friend, be pleased ; riie np, and see this (Ohandriplda who is) 
god Cnpid himself in corporeal form as it were, (but) unaccom- 
panied by (his wife) Rati, and not. exhibiting his shark-banner.” 

Here, through the space of his white umbrella, is to be seen, 
on his head ( having hair ) as dark as a swarm of bees, a chaplet 
of ( white ) aalati flowers, which looks as though it were a mass 
of lunar beams fallen there having mistaken it (hair-covered head) 
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for actual darkness.” “Hera is to# be seen his cheek*regioir, 
rendered green by the lustre of tbe emeralds of hia ear* ornaments* 
looking as though it has (hanging oarer it) an ear-omament made 
of full-blown ( green ) /iriiha flowers.” • " Here, under the guise 
of the cluster of rays (shooting) from the red Jewels set in his 
necklace, the raga (passion— redness) of new youth appears to 
be hovering outside ns if wishing to enter (». pervade) his- 
heart.” “Here, he has (just) looked in this very direction, 
through the space between the clustering cJwwriet { waved 
around him).” “Here, after a talk with Vaisampayana about 
something, he has smiled so that the whole circle of directions 
has become whitened by the shooting rays of his (brilliant) 
teeth.” “ Here is BaUhaka wiping off, with the hem of his 
silken upper-garment as green in colour as a parrot’* plumage r 
the dost thrown np by the movements of the horses’ hoofs and 
settled on the tips of his hair ”, “ Here, he has (just) lifted up 
his sprout-like foot with a sole as delicate as the lotns in the 
(or, as the lotns-like) hand of Lakshin! and placed it obliquely on 
the shoulder of his horse,” “ Here, to ask for the betel-roll, he 
has ( just ) gracefully outstretched his hand with its palm turned 
upwards, having long fingers and beautiful like the calyx of a pink 
lotus-flower, jnst as au elephant would stretch forth his trunk 
beautiful with its reddish, rounded tip with a desire to seize a 
mouthful of the s'aieaio herb ”. « Blessed would she be who, Uke 
Lakshmi, would hold (in marriage) bis hand which surpasses the 
lotus (in delicacy), and thus be a co-wife of the earth (whose lord 


ot tUe entire earth, is (borne) by the direction.” 

3^ 'While they uttered such-like and other sayings, Ohandriplda,. 
who was being as it were drunk np by their (attentively gazing) 
eyes, invited by the jingling of their ornaments, followed by their 
hearts, bound with the ropes in the form of the rays of the 
Jewels of their ornaments, worshipped with the offerings of their 
budding (fresh) youth, and at every step bestrewn, ns though he 
were tbe Fite at a wedding-ceremony, with handfuls of fried 
J cora mixed with flowers (and containing numerous white 
bracelets slipping down from ' off the drooping, tender arms \ 
reached the environ* of the palace. And having in due courso 
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arrived at the gate of tie palace, be got down from Ha horse ; the 
gate which looted liked a (dark) monsoon day, as the spaces in (all) 
tie quarters (there) had been darkened by (the presence of) the hosts 
of elephants who were stationed there (in tnm) for periods of three 
hoars, who gave rise to an iak-colonred mad owing to the (dark) 
ichor constantly dripping from their temple-regions, and who were 
themselves dark like a row of (black) hills of collyrinm ; which was 
fall of thousands of white umbrellas with raised staffs ; and which 
was thronged with hundreds of messengers who had arrived there 
from various other cocntrie*. 

' - And having dismounted and taken hold of Yaisampayana’s 
hand with the palm of his own hand, and being instructed as to 
the route by Balahaka, who respsctfully walked before him, 
Chandraptda entered the royal residence (palace-enclosure). It was 
as if it were all the three worlds collected together in one heap- 
The space near its entrance wa3 never left (i. ». was always occupied) 
by gate-keepers, who carried golden cane-stiffs (in their hands) ; 
who put on a white armour, used white unguents, wore chaplets of 
white flowers, had white turbans, and who being (thus) clad 
(entirely) in white dress, looked as though they were the denizens 
of the “White Continent ; who were of large proportions, as if they 
had been persons of the Krita Age ; who, day and night, sat 
(motionless) near the pillars of the arch (of the gateway), as though 
they were painted or engraved thereon. It (the residence) looked 
as though it contained within itself the Himalaya mountains, on 
account of its colossal palaces whose tops were crowded with 
numerous (smaller buildings called) Semjnama, Chandrai’alS, 
rifauic, and Firdifa (built on their topmost floors), which touched 
(were so lofty as to appear to touch) the clouds, which ridiculed 
(far surpassed) the splendour of the Kaillsa mountain, and which 
were whitened with pure eAa-iati. Owing to the thousands of ravs 
from the orname nts of l adies (issuing forth through the holes of 
countless windows), it seemed as if it had been decked with a 
network of golden chains spread out overhead (as a canopy). It 
possessed anns-chambers which were exceedingly deep, and which, 
containing within them heaps of (terrible, black) weapons, looked 
as if they were the recesses of the Nether Regions, inhabited by 
crowds of (black) snakes. It was decked with pleasure -hills on 
which were (lying about) pieces of precious stones reddened with 
the wet alalia la paint of ladies’ feet, and which were resounding 
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with the tumultuous cues uttered by multitudes of peacocks 
residing cm their summits. The interiors of its stalls (in the 
conrt yard) were always occupied by female elephants set to serve 
as guards in turn for periods of three hours each, (female elephants) 
•whose golden saddles -were covered with carpets of bright colours, 
whose flapping, leaf-like ears were kissed (touched) by the numerous 
•ehoterigt banging over them, and who were standing motionless 
‘because ol their being tamed by the training imparted to them, thus 
looking like noble-born ladies (who are silent because of the 
modesty produced in them by virtue of the instruction given 
to them). One part of the palace-environs was occupied by a 
•scent-ele ,kont named Gandhamadana, who was reclining against 
his tying-post, and who with tbo corners of hi* eyes partly closed, 
his trunk resting over the tip of his left task, and his flapping ears 
lying motionless, was listening, at esse, to the continnal sound of 
-drums heat daring music, which (sound) was as deep as the 
Tumbling of new clouds, which was attractive because it was 
mingled with the notes of lutes and flnte 3 , and which was (slightly) 
harsh because ol the striking of the (harsh-sounding) ghargharik& 
instrument 5 as a bright_Bhawl was hanging down over both his 
eldes, he looked as though he were the Vindhya mountain exhibiting 
his wings dyed with the minerals (lying on its slopes) ; he was 
trumpeting deeply with his throat, owing to the delight he felt at 
the 6 inging of his driver ; his ears were decorated with the (white) 
conch-shell ornaments which were coloured (d&rk) with his liquid 
dehor, and thus hB resembled a collection of Sameartaka clouds 
touching the (white) Inaat orb (at the time of the universal 
■deluge) ; he possessed a face wherein there had been formed an ear- 
omnment as it were, by the golden goad which hung over his ears ; 
he was decked with a swarm of bees, dark like liquid ichor, which 
hovered to and fro near his cheek, and which (therefore) looked 09 
though they formed a second cAoirr/s for his cat, (a eAoicrte) darkened 
with h\s flowing rut ; as the fore-park of his body was very high 
and the rear part exceedingly low (tn stature), he looked as though 
he was coming up from the nether regions; he -had a brilliant 
noi«4atrawdfd ornament (ol twenty-seven pearls) with a (golden) 
crescent -moon in the middle, and thus be appeared as if he werg 
the time of the night wherein shine the (twenty-seven) coDsteJJa. 
tions in a row around the crescent moon ; he displayed (possessed) 
a reddish and beautiful nozzle, and thus looked as if he were the 
advent of the autumnal season which possesses reddish and 
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"beautiful lotuses ; he wa3 gracefully standing up on three legs 
(with the fourth lifted up, as is the manner of an elephant), and 
thus looked as if he were (Vishnu's) FaiBsns incarnation in bodily 
dorm, wherein Vishnu gracefully took three stap3 ; his tusks were 
tipped with figures of lion’s month, and he thus looked as if he were 
the slope of the Kailisa mountain with the images of the face of 
(Pirvatl's) Hon reflected therein; and he was striking his face with 
his flapping, leaf-Hke ears, and thus looked like a person wearing a 
decorations with his face (gently) rubbed by the tremulous leaf worn 
a3 an ear-ornament. It looked majestic with the king's favonrite 
horses stationed in its stables, (horses) whose backs were covered 
■with bright, silken shawl-coverings, whose necks were resounding 
with the sweet sounds of tinkling bells, whose waving, hairy manes 
on the shoulders were reddened with manjiihth* (Indian Madder) 
and who thns appeared as if they were Hans having their manes 
reddened with the blood of wild elephants, whose keepers were 
sitting on the tops of heaps of fodder kept before them, who were 
listening attentively to the music of the auspicious songs sung 
in their vicinity, and who were chewing, in the hollows of their 
cheeks, mouthfuls of fried grain mixed with drops of liquid honey. 
It (the royal residence) had in it, seated in halls of justice, high 
parsonages administering justice, who wore dressed respectably, 
who were occupying high cane-seats, and who looked as if they 
were Dharaa ^Law) himself (in that form). In it thousands of 
royal orders were being written down by the judicial clerks who 
knew the names of all the Tillages and cities, who looked upon 
the whole world as (practically) one house (so to say), and who, 
as they wrote down all sorts of transactions taking place in the 
world, exhibited as it were (in that place) the procedure (state of 
affairs) in the city of Yama (the King of Jastice). It was occupied 
by servants who were awaiting the return of (their respective) 
princes sitting in the inner chambers; who stood in different 
places having formed themselves into groups ; who, with their 
shields of (black) hide chequered with a golden crescent-moon and 
hundreds of (golden) clusters of stars, exhibited night-time a3 it 
were ; who, by means of the shooting rays of their flashing, sharp 
sword-blades, made the sunshine ( in that place ) look jagged ( or 
formidable) ; who had white (ivory) ear ornaments placed on one 
ear } who had tied the hair on their heads into an upright coil ; 
-whose robust arms and thighs were covered with an application of 
white sandal-paste j who had small daegers tied (to their waists), 
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and who mostly consisted of parsons coming from the Andhra, 
the Drlttida, and the Siw/iata conntries ; and also by a concourse of 
subordinate crowned kings, who ware inside the royal assembly- 
hall and seated on suitable seats ; some of them were carrying 
on the sport of playing at dice } some were practising the game 
of chess ; some were playing on the (seven-stringed) poriv&dM 
Inte ; some were drawing portraits of His Majesty on the painting- 
board; some were starting conversations about poems; some were 
indulging in jocntar talks ; gome were making out the (syllables 
corresponding to the dots of) iindumali ; some were solving (the 
poetical riddles known as) the prafolilus; some were considering 
(thinking over) the fine sayings in the poems composed by 
His Majesty ; gome were reciting (stanzas in) the Doipadi metre ; 
some were praising or appreciating the merits of poets 5 some 
were (busy in) drawing ornamental decorations' (on the ground) ; 
some wore talking with the numerous courtesans ( who were' 
present there) ; and some were listening to the songs of bards. 
These kings numbered many thousands ; and, as their heads wore 
tightly covered with large, (jewelled) crowns enwrapped in white 
turban-bands, they looked like an assemblage of the Kata mountains 
over whose stream-covered peaks are fallen patches of morning 
sunshine. Owing to the heaps of many-coloured carpets that were 
rolled up and of the jewelled thrones (removed) when His Majesty 
had left the assembly-hall, it appeared that the skirts of the halt 
were decked with (so many) groups of rain-bows as it were. It was 
crowded with courtesans who, with gold-handled ehouriu placed, 
across their shoulders, were constantly going out and coming in ; 
who, owing to their numerous faces being reflected in the clear 
(transparent) jewelled pavement, appeared to be arranging (on 
the ground) collections of fall-blown lotus-flowers (as holy 
offerings ) ; and who were resounding with the clatter of anklets, 
bracelets, and girdle-zones (constantly) sounding owing to their 
movements. There in one part were lying a number of dogs tied 
with golden chains. In it all the spaces in the quarters were 
scented with the perfume of the conutless tame musk-deer 
wandering here and there. It was full of numerous hunch-backs, 
iirnta*, eunuchs, deaf persons, dwarfs, and dumb persons (all 
employed as servants). In it were brought (for exhibition as a 
curiosity ) a couple of kimnarai, as well as wild men. There were 
1 Or, cutting oTDimeDUl figure* out of the Ketakl leave*. 
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going on game-fights of (specially trained) rams, cocks, hirarat r . 
lapinjalat, quails and sparrows. In it were singing the chalorat r - 
the kidaabat, the AarTlar, and the cuckoos, and there parrots and > 
starlings were being talked to (by their trainers ). It was conspi- 
cuous with ( lit. rendered brilliant by) lions jn cages, who were 
excited throngh impatience of the strong odour of the ichor of 
excellent elephants, and were growling, and who (therefore) looked 
as if they were the lives of the mountains, (originally) dwelling in 
the eaves, ( but now ) captured ( and brought there ). The apace 
in all the quarters in it was variegated by the lustre of the eyes 
of the groups of tame deer roaming there ( at large), being 
frightened, and having their eye-balls restless, as the fear of (there 
being) a wild conflagration was created (in their minds) by the 
lustre of the golden buildings. There the groups of peacocks, 
standing on the pavement of emeralds, could (only) be 
distinguished by means of their loud, piercing cries. There tame 
tirata birds were lying asleep under the exceedingly cool shade of 
sandal trees. Its inner region wa3 occupied "by the harem , therein 
some girls had started the games of (playing with) round balls 
and dolls ; there (all) the space in the quarters was being filled 
with the din of tinkling bells attached to the tops of swings which 
were constantly in use (lit., swung to and fro) ; there the pearl 
necklaces_(of ladies) were being carried off by peacocks mistaking 
"them for sloughs of snakes ; as there were moving about flocks of 
(greenish) pigeons come down from the roofs of honses (to the halls 
down below), it looked as though the harem was decked with a 
cluster of laud-growing (greenish) lotus-plants ; there some female 
servants in the harem had begun the sport of giving an exhibition 
of the exploits of the king (•'.»., Tiriplda), there in (a part) confusion 
was caused by monkeys who came there escaping from the horses' 
stables (where they had been confined), who plucked the fruits of 
pomegranate trees growing near the mansions, who broke off the 
young twigs of mango-trees in the court yards, and who were 
throwing here and there the ornaments they had snatched from the ■ 
hands of hunch-backs, dwarfs, and Kxratat (servants) whom they 
had overpowered.; there some of the ladies of the harem were 
feeling ashamed at (hearing) their private amorous conversations 
being openly repeated by parrot s_and minis ; it3 court-yard was 
whitened by rows of tame _8wans .whose sweet cries were doubled 
by (being mixed with the"jmgling 0 f) the jewelled, circular anklets, 
worn on their feet by ladies, which, being set in motion in^he act 
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of their ascending the stair-cases, •were resounding at every step ; 
and it (the harem) was superintended by chamberlains, who woto 
clean, white silken upper-garments ; who supported themselves on 
staff 3 of gold ; whoso heads were whitened by the grey hair (of old 
age); whose appearance was grave, as thongh they were full of 
stability, or made of proper behaviour, or of auspiciousness who 
were courageous by nature ^ who wore turbans (on their heads) ; 
and who, even in old age, had not abandoned their majestic dignity, 
thus resembling old lions who do not give up attacking beasts even 
in old age. It seemed to have in it the (dark rain-)clouds, owing 
to the (rolling) masses of the smoke of the dark aguru 5 to be full 
of frost owing to the (showers of) spray Bent forth by the trunks 
of the numerous watch-elephants to be involved in night, owing 
to the darkness produced by rows of lamSla trees ; to be possessed 
of morning sunshine, owing to (the presence of) red at’ola trees 
(in blossom) • to have the constellations of stars in it, owing to 
pearl necklaces ; to have the rainy season in It, owing to shower- 
houses ; to be possessed of the flashes of lightning owing to the 
golden perches of peacocks ; and to have the deities of the house- 
hold present in it, owing to (tbo presence of) carved images. 
Having a number of door-keepers stationed outside its portals with 
staffs in their hands, it looked like the residence of (god) §iva 
where, outside the door, stands bis CJanas (attendants) as door- 
keepers, with staffs in their hands.^ As^in it lresh jjtoros of 
valuables ( wtrevru ) were Jbrought in fcveryjday) by tho r various 
(classes and guilds), it resembled the prose composition 
of a master-poet wherein is expressed a fund of novel meanings 
(sTU^anr) by various ^^frs (collections of syllables). As various 
attractive underatkings were cleatly seen in it, it looked liko a group 
of celestial nymphs in which is^ conspicuonsly seen the heart- 
bewitching Rambha (or, are seen Manorama and Rambha), As there 
“rose up, (all around), tho fragrance of the lolusea imparting 
beauty (held in theiT hands (by persons), (or, in which joy was 
felt all round on account of the wealth brought in the shape 
of gold coins), the place looked like sun-rise wherein there 
is spreading forth the fragrance of the (newly- opened) lotuses 
from the lotus-ponds. As with its own (superior) splendour 
the place put under obligation Lakshmi (by making her appear 
more majestic), it looked like the Bun who obliges the lotuses (by 
ewaaimg iUn Vo bloom) by b : .s own oploniiouT. Heing decked with 
the devices on the banners unfurled (everywhere), it looked like a 
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dramatic piece which is embellished with its clearly marked 
Patalat (Episodes) and aiiias (Acts). Being provided with rooms 
soitable (or the practice of archery, it looked like the city of 
Sonitapnra which contained mansions fit for the residence of (its 
rnler) Banaaura. Aa in its varions parts were deposited the 
treasures (brought) from the whole world, it looked like a Purina 
in which is described the position, of the whole circle of worlds 
according to their respective divisions. It had its treasury of 
jewels increased by means of thousands of light taxes, and so it 
looked like the rise of the fall moon, which causes the ocean (tit. 
the repository of jewels) to swell up by means of thousands of its 
mild rays. As the continuity of its large gifts was unbroken, it 
looked like a quarter-elephant whose great continuity of ichor never 
ceases. As it contained, in its inner chambers, gold produced for 
the purpose of (the proper carrying on of) the dealings of this whole 
world of mortals, it looked like the Primordial Egg of the 
Universe in which was born ( god ) Brahml for the purpose of (the 
proper carrying on of) the business of this entire world of mortals. 
It had its halls ( ever ) occupied by thousands of parties of persona 
greatly devoted to pleasures (or, of men of opulence), and so it looked 
like the forest (».#., cluster) of the (thousand) arms of Siva (at 
the time of Universal Destruction), with their wrists encircled 
with thousands of coiling, big snakes. The men in it were 
(highly) pleased with the numberless songs which they beard, 
and so it looked like the Mababharata in which Arjusa was delighted 
with the BKogatadgiia which he heard ( from Sri-Krishna ). It 
was protected by an army of brave, formidable, picked men who 
were hereditary servants (of the king), and thus it was like the 
race of (king) Yadn, which was protected by (the warriors 
named) Sara, Bhuna. Krishna and Balarima. It was happy on 
account of the vast expense (incurred) in the bestowal of gifts 
made according to the direction of the officers (lit., men carrying 
out the king’s orders) who were posted (there) for distinguishing 
between low, middling and excellent recipients and thus it was 
like (the science of) Grammar which is well-arranged owing to- 
the full treatment of the (sujects, ri:., the) third, second and 
first persons, the substitutes occurring in the declensions, 
ths iimtai (relations subsisting between nouns and verbs), the 
consideration of verbs, the sampradbna relation, the verbal actions 
and the consideration of Indeclinahles. It was crowded with 
thousands of friendly kings (tit., kings on Tiriptda’a side) that had 
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filtered it owing to the fear (of their’enemies), and eo it was like the 
ocean which is fnll of thousands of winged mountains that entered 
it owing to their fear (of Indra, who would lop off their wings). 
The chequered scenes in all the three worlds were exhibited there 
■fcy being drawn in pictures, and thus it was like the union of Tisha 
and Aniruddha, in connexion with which the diverse forms (of 
persons) in all the three worlds were exhibited ( to Tisha ) by 
Ohitralekhk (her companion). It had its interior occupied by 
old men (chamberlains) and dwarfs, and thus was like the sacrificial 
enclosure of (the demon) Bali whose inside was occupied by 
the Dwarf incarnation of the Primeval Male ( «. e. Vishnu ). It* 
canopy was made of cloth which was white like the cluster of the 
spreading rays of the moon, and so it was like an evening in the 
bright half (of a month) when the expanse of the heavens is 
whitened by the cluster of the Bhooting rays of the moon. It created 
a longing (even) in (the hearts of) the Ganihartat on account of the 
charming princesses brought up in it, and so it was Uke the deeds 
of Naravahanadatta in which there was caused in the heart (of 
NaravShanadatta) a yearning for the beautiful princess Gandharva- 
•dftttH. In it many persons (» t. Brkhmanas) got at once the fruit 
(i «. the Dakshint) of their worship (of deities), and so it looked 
Tike a most sacred place of pilgrimage where numerous persons 
obtain instantaneously the fruit of their baths ( in it* holy waters). 
Full of various kinds of goblets for (drinking) wine, it was like 
the room to the east of a sacrificial fire-chamber, which is fnll of 
various kinds of sacrificial vessels. It was adorned with numerous 
necklaces (of twenty-seven pearls each), ‘and was thus Uke night- 
time which is decked with mauy rows of the constellations of stars. 
In it the prosperity of friends could be inferred from the affection 
( shown to them ) even in the first part ( i. ». the beginning ) ( of 
mutual friendship ), and thus it was like morning-time wherein 
the rise of the sun can be inferred from the redness (of the sky) in 
the eastern quarter. Like a perfume-vendor's house, it was splendid 
(conspicuous) with bathing-incenses, unguents and cosmetics. 
Like the house of a dealer in betel-leaves, it had stores of 
laval% fruits, cloves, cardamoms, Kankola seeds, and nutmegs, 
made In it. As in it the (residents') intentions at heart and their 
outward actions were not to be known, it was like the first union 
with a courtesan in which her inmost desires and her different 
gestures are not understood. As in it hands were loadly clapped 
on the tasting of the pleasure 0 f conversations fnll of 
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pleading expressions and agreeable topics, it looked like (as 
assembly of ) pleasure-loving persons who loudly clap their hands 
•when enjoying the pleasure of interesting conversations fall of 
■varied and aggreeable topics. It had in it a mass of written papers 
in which were entered the Jewels and the hundreds of thousands 
of ornaments which were being given (to the ladies of the harem), 
and so it looked like an assembly of gamblers keeping written 
documents in which are entered the jewels and hundreds of 
thousands of ornaments which they give to one another ( in wager ). 
Like a religions undertaking, it gave great delight to the minds of 
all the people It was resonant with (the noise of) various (beaats) 
and ( the chantings of ) the Brhama n as, and thus it looked like a 
<?reat forest which is fall of the cries of various ( wild) beasts and 
birds. It resounded with the jabbering of monkeys, and so looked 
like the (epic) Konayana which is full of stories about monkeys 
( such as Sugtlva, Hanumat, &o.). It was adorned with mongooses, 
like the family of Madri, which was graced by (the birth of) 
Kaknla. like a music-hall, it had tabors placed (here and there) 
in many places (for practice). As (the people in) it took delight 
in the merits of actors (who gave dramatic performances therein), 
it looked like the family of Rsghu that was delighted with the 
virtues of (Rama’s brother) Bharata. The people in it being 
•killed in the capture and release (of prisoners) and in the various 
kinds of arts, it looked like (the science of) astronomy which gives 
accurate information about the beginnings and ends of eclipses, and 
about the divisions of (the measure of time known as) Kala. As 
the duties of kings were being (orally) explained therein, it 
appeared like the X&rada-Snriti in which are expounded the duties 
of kings. As in it wa3 tasted the pleasure of various sounds and 
sentiments (t.g. in music), it wss like a (musical) instrument (t.g, 
a lute) from which is obtained the pleasure of various sounds and 
tunes. As it made known natures and objects not thought of 
elsewhere, it looked like a finely-wrought poem which describes 
natures and thoughts not to be found elsewhere (f. «. original). 
As all evil actions were suppressed therein, it looked like the 
stream o! a great (i. ». holy) riTer which removes all sins. Like 
gold, it wa3 desired by everybody. In it was visible the uprise 
(arrival or prosperity) of Cbandraptda, and (thus) it resembled 
night-time iu which is seeu the rise of the moon, its crest-ornament 
As it had brightened the confines of (all) the quarters with the 
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splendour of its wealth (gold) and jewels, it looked like the breast* 
region of Vishou which illumines the ends of the quarters with the 
lustra of Lakshin) and of the jewel (Kaustubha). As therein the 
minds (of kha people) were busily engaged in describing the •special 
tastes of the wines (drunk by them), it looked like Balarima, whose 
mind was intent on (similarly) describing the particular flavours 
of wine (of which he was very fond). Therein spots of ground were 
shown (pointed ont) (as fit) for the practice of the (Foyt'c posture 
known as) Padnasann,' and so it looked like a BrihmaOa* who 
explains the whole world (to others) in accordance with (the teaching 
of) the Vedas (lit., the utterances of Brahmadeva). As it was 
soma of the people In it were) R3tir to witness the sportive dances 
begun by peacocks, it looked like KArttikeya moving (in his seat) 
when (his vehicle) the peacock begins to dance. As therein was 
always produced (an atmosphere of) caution, it was like the coutso 
of action of a high-born lady in which a sense of fear is always 
entertained. Aa therein the people were ’ skilled in showing 
hospitality, it looked like the class of courtesans who are experts 
in (the art of) attending to (the wants of their lovers). It was 
free from the fear of enemies, and eo it looked like a wicked person 
who has no fear of the next world. The desire (of the politicians) 
in it for countries (yet unconquered) was not to be known before- 
hand (or, it had ambition about territories ordinarily thought to be 
beyond reach), and thus it looked like persons (».*., women) of the 
CK&nd&la caste the desire for carnal enjoyment of whom is not to be 
entertained (by the higher castes). Although addicted to the enjoy- 
ment cf women that ere prohibited,* it was (still) praiseworthy. As 
its residents were clever in distinguishing between actions, done, left 
undone and virtuous, it looked like a troop of Tama's messengers 
who are clever in (similarly) distinguishing between the duties not 
done or neglected by and the good deeds of, (human beings). Like 
a meritorious action, it was produotive of good in the beginning, 
in the middle, and in the end (». «. at all times). The houses in 
it were being reddened with the shooting rays of rubies, "and thus 
it was like the dawn (lit. the beginning of the day) when the final 
portion of the night is being reddened by the shining (red) colour 

1. Or, therein the whole world was shown (i. e. its affairs) in the 
instinct ion in politics (that makes sovereignty firm). 

2. VhVo the reading warn— ‘ Who made manifest (created) the world 
according to the direction of Vishnu (the abode of Padtn* or Lafeshmi)’. 

3. Real senes— ‘ intent upon the conquest of Inaccessible territories’. 
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of (opening) lotoses. Being beautified with white flags bearing the 
devices of peacocks, it looked like an assemblage of the heavenly 
sage 3 graced by (the presence of the sage) KaUp!, accompinied by 
Svetaketn. Appearing fierce on account of the accumulated heaps 
of armours, arrows and circular weapons, it looked like the 
Hahibhirata-War, which was t amble owing to the large collec- 
tions of ths nrrows of (the warrior; Kritararman Being officered 
by thousands of great chamberlains, it looked like the Nether 
Regions inhabited by thousands of large snakes. As it contained 
within itself countless towering heaps of gold, it looked 
like a group of Varsha' Mountains in which are included the 
immesnrable SfiOgi and Bemakuta ( mountains ). Although it 
had a very wide entrance- gate, still it was difficult to enter (i. e. for 
unauthorized persons ). Although situated in the country of 
Avantl, still it was inhabited by the residents of the Magadha 
country,* And although it was prosperous, still persons wandered 
about there without clothing* ( U t , naked). 

rz. Then (as he entered), the W3y was pointed ont to him by numerous 
door-keepers who hurriedly came up and bowed down to him; 
he was respectfully saluted by the numerous princes, who were 
hitherto seated bat who now moved (near to him) from all sides, 
who touched the surface of the ground with the rays of the jewels 
in their crowns which got loosened as they bent their heads very 
low, and who were one by one announced (to him) by the door- 
keepers ; — he had the (auspicious) aratara7la rites performed for 
him at every step by the old ladies of the harem who came out 
of the inner room3 (for that purpose) and who were well-versed in 
(such) customary observances; — and then having crossed seven 
different spacious halls a3 if they were (seven) different worlds, 
crowded with thousands of animals of many kinds, he saw 
.his father (TAripi(ja) s eated in an inne rchambcr. — He was (there) 
surrounded on all sides by men who were appointed to the duty of 
guarding his body ; whose hands were covered with a dark-colour 
owing to their constantly wielding (steel) weapons ; whose bodies, 
excepting their hands, feet and eyea, were clad in black, steel-chain 

t Mountains which were sappoaed to separate one f’a'iha — part of 
a Dvijm — from another. 

2 Tee real sense—* inhabited by royal birds.’ 

3 The real sen*" — 'Naked (Digambsra) Jiinajiscetics were waaderirg 
In it.* 

K. T. IT 
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armour, and who, therefore, appealed as though they were elephants’ 
tying-posta covered with a warms of (dark) bees densely seated 
thereon on account of their great liking for the fragrance of 
elephants’ ichor ; who were hereditary (servants of tho king), who 
were (all born) of noble families, and were devoted (to their 
master) ; who, on account of their great strength and hardness (of 
body), looked like (so many powerful) demons as it were ; and 
whose valour could he interred from their spirit (or, intention) and 
general bearing and expression. On both bis sides dancing girls 
were ceaselessly waving white chotcriei ; and he was seated on a 
bed white like a swan, and looking beautiful like a clean, sandy 
bank (of a river), (thus) appearing like the celestial elephant 
fAirivata) resting on the (sheet of the white) waters of the Celestial 
Ganges, beautiful with its clean, sandy bank. 

E And on the door keeper snvipg “ Behold him.” CbandrapkJa, 
with bis head bent very low and its crest-iewol shaken, made his 
obeisance and (then) his father, saying ” Come, come,” stretched 
his two arms from afar *, and, slightly raising his body from tho 
conch, while his eyes were filled with tears of joy, be embtaced 
ChandrApicU who had bent down in (due) reverence •, appearing, ns 
his hair stood on end, to be as it were sewing him (and himself 
together, with needles), or as it were unifying him (with himself, 
with nails), or as it were drinking him in (by means of tubes), 
"When Cbandriplda was set free after being embraced, he sat down 
on the bare grouud near tho foot-^loo)of his father, having pushed 
asido with his toes tho upper-garment which had been rolled and 
quickly made into a seat by his female hetel-box-bearer and gently 
asked her to remove It. Vaiiampayana, who was embraced by the 
king just like his own son, sat on a seat placed jnst near his 
(Chandrapldn’s). Tho Prince rested there for a short while, being 
ns it were devoured by the impassioned glances of tho C0nrte9ans, 
who stood motionless (in wonder) forgetting tho waving of the 
edoicnss,— glances which were long like a u-roath of lotus-leaves 
shaken by the wind, and variegated with the pupils which were 
restless and turned askance. Tie was then permitted to depart bv his 
father with the words—'* Go, child, bow to your loving mother, 
and then in due order (of precedence) gladden by your visit (the 
hearts of) all your (step-)moUiers who are longing to see yon 
Respectfully rising and bidding bis own attendants not to follow 
him, ho went, accompanied by Vaisampayaua, to the baiem, the 
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■route being pointsd out to him by the royal servants privileged to 
move in the harem. 

Ss^-There he approached his mother and bowed down to her. She 
was then surrounded on all 3ides by the attendants of the harem, 
whose bodies were clad in white robes and who numbered many 
hundreds, she thus resembling Lakshmi surrounded by the (white 
and numerous) waves of the IDlky Ocean She was then being 
diverted by old female ascetics whose forms were exceedingly 
serene, who were clad in garments dyed in red colour, and were 
fit to be worshipped by the whole world, and who thns looked like 
so manv (holy) Twilights whose appearance is extremely mild, 
which possess a sky that is tinged with a reddish glow, and which 
are adorable to the world , (the lobes of) whose beautiful ears hung, 
down (owing to their old age) , who knew innumerable (old) talcs 
and stones . some (of whom) were narrating (to her) holy stories 
about past occurrences, some were reading aloud historical narra- 
tives, some were (merely) holding books (in their hands*, (while) 
others were expounding ethical precepts She wa« waited upon by 
a number of eunuchs who had assumed the dress and speech of 
females, and put on fantastic decorations (on their bodies) Round 
her were continually being waved a number of ehoicritt. She was 
attended upon by a number of maids who were seated ground her) 
in a circle, and who bore (in their hands) dresses, ornaments, 
flowers, toilet-powders, betel-rolls, palm-leaf fans, unguents, and 
(golden) pitchers. Between her two breasts was hanging a string 
of (big) pearls, and she thu3 looked like the earth with the stream 
of the Ganges flowing between two hills. A reflection of her face 
was visible in a mirror which lay by, and she thus looked like the 
sky in which the lunar orb has entered the solar orb. 

£5". Having raised him hastily, she herself performed the (auspi- 
cious) rite of oratorona for him, although she had by her side her 
servants ready to execute her commands ; and, inwardly wishing 
hundreds of blessings for him with a heart overwhelmed with 
affection and coming out as it were (to meet ChandrapMa) in a 
liquid form, under the guise of the drops of milk ooxing out from 
her overflowing breasts, she smelt him on the head, and embraced 
him for a long time. And after that she received Yai sampiyana 
just in the same manner with proper (marks of) hospitality, and 
embraced him ; she then sat down, and, having forcibly drawn 
towards her the unwilling Chandripida who was modestly going to 
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Bit ou the bare ground, she made him ait on her lap. And, after 
VaiSampayaua had sat on the cane-aeat which the harrying attendants, 
had brought in, Vilasavatt again and again embraced QhasidrJplda; 
and, touching him repeatedly with her hands on his forehead, on his 
chest, and on his two shoulders, she addressed him thus Child, 
hard-hearted was your father since he caused this form of yours, so 
(beautiful and) deserving to be fondled by all the three worlds, to- 
undergo very great pain for such a long time ' How have you been 
able to endure this long-continued restraint imposed on yon by yonr 
preceptors ? Oh 1 Although yon were a mere boy, you had the 
great firmness of a grown-up person. Oh ' Your heart, even when 
a (mere) boy, had all the levity and fondness for childish games lost 
from it Oh' Yon have an unparalleled affection for yonr elders. 
Just as I have seen yon endowed with all the lores through yonr 
father's kindness, ao too shall I see you, in a very short time, 
endowed with (i.« married to) worthy wives Having 9ftid this, 
she kissed him, who had hung down his head with a bashful smile, 
on his cheek wherein was reflected an image of her own face, and 
which, th-refore, seemed to furnish a full -blown lotus as an ornament 
over bis delicate ear. Having stayed there in this manner for a 
short while, Ohaudtaplda gladdened all liis step-mothers, in duo 
order, with his visits. Then coming out. ho mounted Indrayndha 
who was standing at the gate of the palace-compound, and, followed 
as before by that company of princes, went to see Sukanasa 

1t£ c Having arrived at the gate of Sukanisa's residence, he got down 
from his horse just in the outer courtyard, as (he had done) at the 
royal palace, although he was not prevented (from entering as he 
was) by the guards who were stationed near the entrance, and who 
now ,puckly ran forward (to receive him). That residence (of 
Snkanfria) was crowded with numerous troops of watch-elephants } 
it was thronged with thousands of hoists •, .it was densely packed 
with thousands of groups of innumerable persona ; it was resorted 
to day and night by red robed ascetics, the chiefs of the followers 
of the preaching of Buddha, hv Saivite monks, and by BrAbmaaas, 
who were seated (thero) in a separate part, who had formed 
thousands of (small) groups, who, being desirous of seeing 
(Sukanasa), had come, on various businesses, from all parts (of the 
world), whose eyes in the form of their intellect were opened by 
(the use of) the coliyrium in the form of (tho study of) the various 
fiastras, and who, under the guise of their mendicant’s dress* 
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appeared as if they were clothed in the robes of Dhanna (Religion) 
itself, enwrapping them on account of their being pleased with 
their modesty. It was (also) thronged with hundreds of thousands 
of female elephants belonging to the subsidiary princes who had 
gone in (to see Sukanisa); (elephants) who had their honsings 
doubled up and borne on their laps by the men sitting on their 
hinder parts ; whose drivers had fallen asleep owing to their being 
weaned with their very long waiting ; who had saddles on, and who 
were reeling on account of their standing motionless (for a long 
^ime). Keeping his horse (outside) near the entrance, the prince 
took the hand of Vaisampivana and entered the residence of 
£5ukanaia. as if it were a second royal palace, being thickly crowded, 
just in the same way, with building* bnght with very fresh chon am 
paint. Then the way was pointed ont to him just in the same 
manner (as at the royal palace), by groups of door-keepers who ran 
before him and pushed aside (Other) servants Then he was sainted 
after rising, jast tn the same manner (as at the royal palace., by- 
groups of kings the tops li t. the jewels on the tops) of whose 
.crowns were shaken and who had come there to pay homage. And 
then he saw, just in the same manner (as at the royal palace), 
various inner rooms in which the attendants were silenced as they 
were frightened by the terrible warning-sounds of the door-keepers, 
and In which the ground shook with (the tread of) hundreds of 
Jeet of the numerous subsidiary princes who were startled by 
seeing (so many) staff-bearers moving about. And, on entering, he 
saluted Sukanisa, like a second father, who was seated in the 
midst of thousand* of king*, and showed him all respect, with his 
.head bent very low. 

Sukanisa got up hurriedly, the princes around him also rising 
• one after another, and having respectfully advanced a good many 
-steps towards him. while drops of tears of jot flooded his 
-eyes dilated with delight, closely and affectionately embraced him 
as well as Vaisampiyana. When the prince was released after 
'being embraced, he refused (to occupy) the jewelled seat which was 
•respectfullj brought to him, and sat on the bare ground; and after 
•him sat VaJsimpavana also. When the prince was thus seated, 
•the whole circle of kings, excepting Sukanisa. left their own 
seats and sat on the bare ground. Sukanisa remained silent for a 
short while and then addressed Chandrapida. the extreme delight 
ihe felt in his heart being exf>res*ed by his limb? which were 
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thrilled with joy (lit, covered with hair standing on end through. 

i«y)- 

BS”, (He said) Child, Ohandraplda, it is only to-day, alter a- 
long time (spent in waiting), that His Majesty King T&raplda has 
obtained the fruit of the sovereignty of the world, now that he 
has seen yon who have finished yonr education and attained yonth. 
To-day only have all the blessings of the elders been entirely 
fulfilled. To-day have borne fruit the meritorious deeds done (by 
TirSplda) in his numerous former births. To-day the household 
dieitie3 have shown their favour. Surely, persons like you, who- 
■trike wonder in the three worlds, can never come to be (born as) 
the sons of parents who have not a good stock of religious merit. 
Where is this (yonthfnl) age of yours, and where this superhuman 
strength and this ability to master all the lores ! Oh 1 Blessed are 
the subjects of whom you are born as the protector (ruler), ft peer of 
Bharata and Bhagiratha. What holy actions, I wonder, can the 
Earth have performed, since she has got yon (now) as her lord ? 
Bone (or, wretched), indeed, is Bakshml who, persisting in her 
foolish desire for residence on the chest-region of Vishnu, does not 
approach yon in her own corporeal form ! Do yon in every way 
support on your arm, ftlong with your father, for a ctore of eeons, 
the burden of the ( government of the) world, as the Great Boar (In- 
carnation of Vishnu) supported the weight of the earth on his curved 
tusk”. With these words tSukan&sa himself honoured him by 
(gifts of) ornaments, clothes, flowers, unguents, and such other 
things, and then gave. him leave to depart. (Thus) permitted, the’ 
prince rose and entered the harem, and visited Vaiiampayana’a 
mother, Mauorami by name. Then he came out, mounted IndrS. 
yudha, and went to the mansion already set apart (or, specially- 
built for him) by bis father. It was as it were an image of the 
royal palace itself. It bad (auspicious) silver jars full (o! holy 
water) placed near its entrance } across (its gates) were fastened 1 
long, auspicious, green garlands (made of leaves) ; over It were 
waving thousands of white flags ; it had the space in all itt quarters 
filled with the sound of auspicious musical instruments which were 
being struck (loudly) ; therein (on the pavement) were laid 
(offerings of) clusters of full-blown lotoses and flowers. A 
ivtfAaa Vrfi.ee.haA recently performed thmYn*, the servants 
there were bright and clean (in their dresB) ; and in ft ail the 
auspicious rites required for entering a (newly-built) house (for the' 
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first time) had been performed. Having arrived (at that mansion) 
he sat for a while on ft coach placed inside a gorgeona pavilion } 
-and 4hen in the company of those (other) princea,*h 0 Snished hi3 
daily duties commencing with the bath and ending with the dinner. 
And ho arranged that Indray udha should be stabled inside the 
honse, in the very wing where his bed- room was. 

®^-That day wore on to its end being taken np by such and other 
doings of his. The orb of the son sank downwards, being shorn of 
its rays, as if it were the rnby-set anklet, having its interstices 
veiled in its own lustre, slipping off from the foot of the Glory of 
the day descending from the sky. The solar light of the day be- 
took itself to the western quarter, as though it were a stream of 
water flowing (westwards) following the track of the wheel of the 
(sun's) chariot. The (closing) day wiped off all the reddish glow 
of (the now closing) lotuses by means of the solar orb with it* 
surface red like new leaves, sinking with its face turned downwards, 
as though it (the orb) were a hand with a palm reddish like new 
leaves, stretched downwards (for wiping off the glow). Having 
their necks encircled by the (dark) rows of bees come there owing 
to their fondness for the fragrance of lotus-beds, the couples of 
eAakrataka birds were separated, (appearing) as though they were 
dragged apart by the (dark) nooses of the God of death. The 
solar orb, as if through the fatigue caused by its journey across the 
sky, vomited, as it were, (under the guise of the reddish sunshine), 
the (red-coloured) liquid honey from the lotuses which it had 
drunk till the close of the day with it3 spreading rays (resembling 
hollowed palms). 

TO. And (afterwards) when gradually the divine Son, (who looked 
like) the red lotus serving as an ear-ornament to the western, 
quarter, had gone to the other (».*, nether) world} when the 
twilight, which was .(as it were) a (red) lotus-plant abloom in the 
lake in the form of the sky, had manifested itself (in all its glory) ; 
when on the faces of the quarter-ladies the streaks of darkness were 
appearing forth as though they were the ornamental decorations 
painted with thick, dark ajum paste ; when the reddish evening- 
hue was chased away by the dense darkness, black like a swarm of 
bees, just a3 a bed of (closing) red lotuses should be eclipsed (in 
beauty) by a bed of (opening) blue lotuses darkened by the swarms 
of bees (sitting on them); when the swams of bees were entering 
the Insides of red lotuses, looking as if they were streaks of 
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darkness getting in for totally ejecting the sunshine drunk in 
(during the day) by the lotus-plants ; when very slowly had 
disappeared the evening glow which had served as a decorating 
(red) leal on the face of the Night-lady ; when in all directions 
there were scattered balls of rice offered as worship to the deity of 
the twilight ; when the perching-roda of the peacocks, having 
darkness clinging to their top-region, looked as if they had 
peacocka actually sitting on them, although there were no peacocks 
so sitting ; when the pigeons, which served as the (blue) lotuses on 
tho ears of (the lady in the form of) the splendour of the palaces, 
had silently crept into the holes of the latticed windows ; when, ns 
tho ladies had stopped swinging, the golden seats of the swings in 
the harem were resting motionless, and the tinkling of their bells 
was no longer heard , when the numerous parrots and starlings, 
whoso cages hung from tho branches of the mango-trees growing 
round the palaco, had ceased talking ; when lutes were being placed 
aside, play on them having ceasod at the close of tho music 5 when 
the domestic swans had become silent owing to the sounds of 
ladies' anklets hsing heard no more ; whon the lusty elephants had 
their ornaments, (such as) the couch-shell ear-rings, tho tfioirriti, 
and the pearl nocklaces, removed (from their bodies) and had their 
broad checks abandoned by the swarma of bees when the lamps in 
the stables of the king's favourite 'horses Were shining brightly; 
when the troops of the watch-elephants for the first watch were 
just entering (the palace); when the priests were issuing forth after 
having performed the « catt yay »*<* rites for the king ; when the 
interiors of the rooms in the palace looked as if they had expanded 
in sire, owing to the princes being dismissed and a smalt number 
of servants remaining therein ; when the pavements of jewelled 
floors, in which were visible refiections of thousands of lighted 


console the lotus-pl&nts distressed at their separation from the 
sun; when the lions in their cages were drowsily asleep ; when the 
ehark-bannered God of I< 0 Ve, having strung his how and furnished 
himself with arrows, had entered the harem as if he were an (armed) 
watchman; when impassioned love-messages, delivered hy female 
messengers, were being listened to (fit. received into the ear), as 
though they were tho reddish leaves worn on the ears as ornaments; 
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when the hearts, overcome with grief, of proud ladles, were burning, 
.as though fire had transferredlt3elf unto them from the sun-gerus 
— when night-time had (thus) manifested itself, Cbandraplila. being 
attended by (servants bearing) a number of lighted torches, went on 
.foot to the royal palace, stayed near his father for a short while, 
visited (his mother) ViUsavati, and returning to his own palace, 
slept on a bed which was diversely illumined by the Iu3tre of 
numerous jewels (that were hung over it), like Vishnu tecllnlng 
beneath the circle of the hoods of the Snake-king Sesha variegated 
by the brillianco of the thousand jewels (id his hoods) 

And when the night had dawned, he got up ; and with his 
heart drawn away (i, $. seized) by eagerness (to enjoy the sport of) 
hunting, that was new to him, he, permitted by his father, mounted 
Indrayndha, whilo the thousand-rayed divine sun had not yet risen, 
and went to the forest, being accompanied by a large number of 
elophauts, horses, and foot-soldiers ; his enthusiasm was doubled by 
dog.keepors. who ran before him, dragging along with them, by 
means of golden chains, hounds as big as donkeys , who wore 
garments and robes variegated like the skin of an aged tiger ; 
whoso heads were tied round with strips of silken cloths of various 
colours ; whose faces were thickly covered with hair grown all 
round } who had a golden tilipu*a ornament hung oa one car (only); 
who had tightly girded up their loins ; whose thighs and calves 
were developed by constant exercise ; who carries! bows in their 
bands, and who running about raised a continuous din. And there, 
by means of b\iUa arrows which he drew as far as his ear before 
-discharging and which resembled in lustre the petals of a fall-blown 
bine lotus, and by means of narocla arrows which conld pierce 
throuch the wall-like temples of young elephants infatuated with 
ichor, he, who was gazed at with their half-opened eyes by the 
sylvan deitie* startled with fright at the twanging sound of hla 
bow, killed thousands of wild boars, lions, tarabhat, ebtrtara deer, 
and many other varieties of deer. And, on acoonnt of his exceeding 
(physical strength, ho captured alive (many) other animal* which 
struggled (as they were being caught). 

*f 2- And when the sun had risen to mid-day, he returned to Us 
palace from the forest. He was borne (home) by IndrSyndha. who 
was constantly dropping forth a shower of drops of sweat as though 
he had (j*ust) emerged from a bath, who eTery now and then bit 
togethor his teeth and thereby caused Us harsh bridle-bit 
K, T. IS 
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to clank, from whose month, hanging ^loose Jmm fatigue, 
wete falling down drops of blood mixed with foam, who 
had u line of foam Visible {tit. risen, up) along (the hem of) his 
saddle-cloth, and who bore a cluster of sprouts placed ornamentally 
over his ears as a souvenir of his visit to the forest, which was 
intet mixed with full-blown flowers and was resounding with the 
load ham of a swarm of bees. A double beauty was imparted to 
him by ins armour, winch, on account of Ids getting perspiration, 
had its circular inside wetted, and which was variegated with 
hundreds of drops of deer’s blood (thickened on it). A* his (usual) 
umbrella bearer had fallen away from him in the tumult of chasing 
the numerous wild beasts, he had the sunshine warded off from him 
by a fresh sprout of leaves used as au umbrella. Looking grey 
with the pollen of the flowers of various wild creepers, he then 
looked as if he were Spring himseU in a bodily form. The lines of 
perspiration were clearly visible on bis forehead which was covered 
•with the dost raised by horses' bools. Hn servants, who (usually) 
walked on foot, having hesn cut off from him fat (in the roar), were 
now no longer running before him. And, with the few princes 
riding very fleet steeds who remained with him, he was discussing 
the events of that very hunt, saying — “Thus (was that) lion, 
(killed), thus that boar, thus that wild buffalo, thus that t'arobha, 
thus that deer (and so on) ”, 

.\nd f having got down from his horse, he sat on a seat brought 
to him by his servants who hurriedly ran forward (with it); he then 
took off his armour, doffed all the dresB suitable for riding a horse 
that he had put on, and Tested for a while, his fatigue being removed 
by the hi ceres of fans which were being waved (by his servants) 
on all sides. After he had rested, he went to the bath-room, in 
which lay hundreds of jits of jewels, of silver, and of gold, and 
which had a gold seat placed in its midst. And when he had 1 
finished the business of bathing, and had his body dried with clean 
garments, and. his hand wtapped round with hands of clean silken 
cloth, and when he had put on his clothes, worshipped the deities, 
and was seated in the toilet-chamber, the maids from the palace 
seat by the king, headed by the chief door-keeper, and the maids 
of (Queen) Vilaaavatl headed by Kulavardhank, and (lastly) the 
maids from the harem sent by all his step-mothers, all took with, 
them, packed in baskets, various ornaments, wreaths, nngnents, 
ar.d garments, and, coming before him with them, offered the same 
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to him. He accepted them from their hand* in due order, and- 
having himself first anointed Vailampayana, finished Ms own toilet ;- 
then giving to those (attendants) who were near Mm, as each 
deserved, ornaments, dresses, ungnents and flowers, he repaired to- 
the dinner-hall, which was decked variously with thousands of 
jewelled vessels, and which looked like the autumnal sky in which 
are flashing numbers of stars. 

There he sat down on a seat of doubled carpets, and finished 
taking hismealin the company of Vaisampiyana, who was seated near 
him and who was busily engaged in desec jibing his merits, and of a 
nnmber of princes who were seated in such places as each deserved r 
and whose delight in serving Mm was increased by Ms showing 
special favonr to them by such words as “ Serve tMs to Mm, and 
that to Mm, that so on " He then rinsed ( Ms mouth ) with water, 
took the betel-roll, rested there for a short while, and went to 
where Indrayudha was. There, wMle remaining standing, he held 
conversations mostly consisting of descriptions of the horse’s 
merits ; and, although there were servants by Ms side eagerly 
awaiting Ms orders, he, with Ms heart captivated by IndrAyudha’s 
merits, Mmself spread fodder befoTe Mm. and then came out 
and repaired to the royal palace ; and, having in that same order (of 
routine) paid a visit to the king, he returned ( to Ms palace) and 
passed the night there. 

9 ^ . The next day, in the very morning, he beheld coming ( towards 
Mm ) the chamberlain, named Kailasa, cHef of the whole harem 
and high in favonr with the king, followed by a maiden of very 
noble form. 8he was coming close beMnd by the same path as 
he, and was in her prime youth. Although she had become bold 
by her residence in the royal palace, still she had not given up 
her modesty. Youth had just made its appearance in her. She was 
veiled in a silk-cloth red in colour like the indrogopa insect, and 
{ thu* ) looked like the eastern quarter clothed in the morning sun- 
sMne. 'With the stream of the lustrous beauty of her limbs whose hue 
was like that of newly-powdered red arsenic, she appeared to be 
flooding the place as it were with the swollen (waters of the) 
river of liquid ambrosia. She seemed as if she were moonlight 
come down upon the earth, having left the lunar orb for fear of 
being obscured ( ». $. eclipsed ) by the planet Hahn. She appeared 
as if she were the guardian-deity of the royal palace, in bodily- 
form. As*her two feet were closely girt with jingling jewelled. 
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anklets, she looked as if she were a lotus -plant whose lotuses ate 
closely surrounded by cackling swans. Her waist-region wa* 
encircled by a very costly girdle-band of gold. Her breasts had. 
made their appearance, but not very prominently. Under the guise 
of the rays of her nails throbbing on account of the gentle motion 
to and fro of her slender arms, she was as it were constantly pouring 
out her liquefied beauty in (so many) streams. As her body wo* 
enveloped in the (tangled) mass of the rays other pearl-necklaces, 
that spread over all quarter-regions, she looked as if she were 
(the goddess) Lakshmt with her face just emerging from the Milky 
•Ocean. Uer thin lower lip was darkened with the blackness 
•imparted to it by her very much chewing the betel-roll ; her nose 
was even, well-rounded, and high 5 and her eyes were white like 
an expanded lotus. As her cheeks were overspread with the 
lustre of the rays shooting from the edges of shark-shaped linear 
figures engraved (in relief) on her jewelled ear-rings, she appeared 
•to be possessing & face with ornamental leaves worn on the ears. 
Her broad forehead was adorned with a tilaka mark of sandal paste 
that looked grey as it had been made the day before. Her 
ornaments were mostly made of pearls. She had used unguents, 
■and thus she looked like the Regal Glory of Karna that had 
produced affection among (the people of) the Align country. 
Having a delicate, creeper-like body, ahe looked like a young grove 
of trees in which the creepers are tender and small. As she 
planted her feet gracefully and firmly ( on the ground when walk- 
ing), she looked liko the Three Vedas [ in one personified form ] 
whose various eharanas (schools) aro all well-established. Her 
waist was shaped like an aitat.i. e. ( was slender) and so she looked 
-like a sacrificial hall in the middle of which is erected the altar. And, 
-as she was adorned with Kanolapattrai ( golden ear-ornaments ), 
she looked like a creeper in a forest on the Meru mountain which 
is decked (all over ) with golden leaves. 

9 ^ The Chamberlain, having bowed, approached (Ohandrapida) and 
with his right hand placed on the ground, made his request (in 
•these words) ; — “ Prince, Her Majesty Queen YilAsavatl sends this 
message : — ThiB maid, Pattralekhi by name, daughter of the king 
of the Kulfitas, was brought when only a girl, along with other 
captives, by His Majesty, when he formerly conquered tho capital 
• city of the KnUtas, and was placed among the. female attendants 
of the harem. Bho has been all this time fondled and brought up 
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by me like my own daughter, affection being produced in me. seeing: 
that she was without a protector and a princess. And I now send 
her (to yon), thinking that she is now fit to be yonr betel-box 
bearer. The long-living one should not look upon her as upon an 
ordinary servant. She should be fondled like a child ; she should, 
be restrained from (doing) (rash) acts, like the tendency of your 
own mind ; she should be looked upon a9 a pupil. Like a friend, 
she should be admitted to all your confidential matters. 
By reason of the affection for her that has long grown up in 
me. my heart is attached to her as to my own daughter; and 
very great is my liking for her, sprung from a royal family of hieh- 
descent She deserves such treatment (/it. action at your hands). 
Doubtless she herself, by reason of her being extremely modest, 
(or. well trained), will please the prince in a few days ; bat I &m 
sending th»s message simply because my feeling of love for her is 
very strong being of very long growth, and because the prince is 
unacquainted with her character. By all means the blessed one 
should strive in such a way that she would long remain his fit 
attendant.” 'When KailLa had ceased speaking after he had said 
this much. Chandripida gazed with unwinking eye* for a long timo 
at Pdttralekha who had made a dignified bow ; and then, saying 
<« (It 9hall be) as my mother command9 ", he dismissed the 
Chamberlain. 

.Xow Pattralekha, in whom real for serving hid was produced 
from that time at the mere sight of the prince, never left his side 
like a shadow, either by day, or by night, whether %e was asleep, 
or seated, or standing, or walking, or when he \va3 visiting the 
royal palace. Chandraplda, too, felt very highly pleased with her, 
his pleasure increasing every moment ever since he first saw her - 
and daily he showed her more and more favonr ; and, as regards all 
confidential matter*, he considered her as not different from his 
own heart. 

*3 7 'When some days had thus passed, the king, who (now) desired 
to crown Chandrip’da as heir-apparent, directed his door- 
keepers to collect together all the requisite materials. Once as 
the prince went on a visit to him when (the day of) his coronation 
as the heir apparent was nigh, Suk&ndsa wishing to have him 
still further trained, although already well-educated, addressed 
him at length (as follows) : — 

“ Ohild, Chandrapida, there is not even a little, that can bo 
offered by way of tdvice to you who (already) know all that is to- 
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be known, and who have (already) studied all the Sastras. Bat the 
only consideration U this : — The darkness (». e. ignorance) arising 
from yonth is extremely dense ; its nature is not to be penetrated by 
the sun, nor to be removed by the lustre of jewels, nor to be 
-dispelled by the light of a powerful lamp ; the intoxication wrought 
by Lakshmi ( wealth ) is terrible, and one that does not subside 
(disappear) in old age. Of a different kind is the blindness 
produced by the timira ( cataract ) in tbe form of riches, which 
is painful and not to be cured (like common blindness ) by ( a stick 
of medicinal ) collyrium ; the intensely fierce heat of the burning 
fever of arrogance is not to be removed (allayed) by cooling 
remedies. The fierce stnpor ( i.e. mental aberration ) brought on 
by tbe tasting of tbe poison of scnsnal pleasures is always one that 
cannot be counteracted by medicinal root9 or incantations ; the 
thick coating of the dirt of passion ( over one's conscience ) is 
always incapable of being washed off by any amount of bathing 
and cleansing ; and the awfnl sleep induced by the tamnipata 
(a malignant disturbance of bodily humours ) In the form (of the 
enjoyment ) of royal pleasures is ever one from which there ie no 
waking at the end of the night. For these reasons yon are ( now ) 
addressed in detail: — To be rich from one’s very birth, fresh 
yonth, possession of peerless beauty, and superhuman physical 
strength — great (disastrons) indeed, is this series of evils 
(undesirable things) Any one of these, by itself, is the abode of 
all sorts of deeds of insolence • what, then, of their combination ? 
As a rule, in early yonth, the intellect ( of a person ) becomes 
muddy ( ». e. is clouded ), cleansed ( ». «. refined ) though it he by 
being washed with the water of (the study of) the SditraS. The 
eyes of young men, thongh not giving up ( retaining ) their white- 
• ness, become loraga ( red,— affected by passion). And, like a gust 
■of wind with a whirling column of dust raised in it blowing awav 
a dry leaf, in tbe days of youth a man’s natural disposition ( of the 
mind ), being influenced by the delusion produced by the quality of 
raja* ( passion ), leads him far away, just as it pleases. Invariably 
disastrous is the end of the pursuit (extremely difficult to find is 
the end) of this mirage in the form of lensnal pleasures, which 
lures away the deer in the form of the senses. (And yet), when a 
•person is influenced (lit. soured) by new youth, those very forms of 
pleasures appear sweeter and sweeter to his mind as he goes on 
enjoying them, just as water tastes sweeter to one who has tasted 
.an astringent thing before. Extreme attachment to sensual 
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^pleasures mins a person by leading him into wrong paths, just as 
the confusion about directions makes a person take to the wrong 
road. Persons like yon only are the fit receptacles of advice. 
In a mind freed from it3 impurities (i. e. wrong notions), easily 
enter the merits of advice, jn3t as the ray3 of the moon enter (». *. 
are reflected) in a crystal with its dirt removed. The advice of a 
Gum (a teacher or an elderly person), however beneficial (fit. pure) 
it may be. gives great pain when fallen on the ear of a wicked (or, 
unfortunate) person, as does water, though pure, when it enters the 
ear , but in the case of one other than such (•*. «. a good or sensible 
person), it gives a greater appearance of beauty to his face, just as 
the conch-shell ornament does to the head of an elephant. The 
advice of a teacher removes all — even the most reprehensible — faults 
in a person, just as the moon at evening-time dispels all— even the 
blackest — darkness. (That advice), which leads one to subdue (lit. 
is thecanseof the calmiDg down of)one’s passion, whitewashes those 
very faults (» «. renders them innocuous) and transforms them into 
virtues, just as old age, which produces diminution of passion, 
renders the (datk) mass of hair white under the appearance of 
whiteheadedness, and turns it into hoanntss of age. This is just 
the time to advise you, as you have not yet tasted the pleasure of 
ihe objects of senses. For advice trickles away, like water, from a 
heart which has been shattered with the strokes of Cupid’s arrows, 
Koble descent or education is no cause of (fails to produce) good 
behaviour in n man of evil (or, perverse) mind. (For) does not 
fire produced from sandalwood bum? Or, does not the submarine 
Vadava fire bum the more fiercely (when fed) with water, though 
(usually) it is the cause of its being extinguished? Indeed, to men 
ihe advice of a Guru is a bath without water, (but) capable of 
washing off all impurities ; it is an agedness, in which there do not 
appear any deformities such as white-headedness &c., and which is 
free from old age ; it is a fattening (». #. which raises their worth) 
which does not give rise to morbid corpulence ; it is an ornament 
to the ear (of one who listens to it), in which there is no inlaying 
(or, which is not wrought) of gold and which is not ungraceful ; it 
is a light (a3 showing them the path of duty), but without (the 
display of) flame ; it i3 a wakefulness (the state of being alive to 
their interest) which produces no tiresomeness (depression of 
spirits). And all this i3 especially true in the case of kings ; for 
rare (very few) are their (disinterested) admonishers. Out of fear 
people follow like an echo the words of kings. They whose 
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ear-pass&ges are stopped by the tumour in the form of unbridled, 
arrogance, do not listen to what is said to them by way of 
advice. And, even when they listen, as they treat it with contempt 
in the manner of an elephant closing hie eyes (and remaining 
indifferent to all that passes aronnd), they pain their teachers 
who offer them beneficial advice. The kingly nature is always 
perturbed, being darkened by the swoon caused by tbe burning fever 
of self-conceit ; riches produce the delirium in the form of false 
pride ; and regal glory induces a coma brought on by the working 
of the poison of kingly power. 

Let your honour, ever bent on doing what is good, consider (i.e. 
examine) Lakshtni (Goddess of wealth) herself first. This Lakshmt, 
who is (as it were) the bee sportively moving about in the lotus-bed 
of the circle of the swords of brave warriors, (first) arose from the 
Milky Ocean, bringing with her these mementos to lighten ( the 
pangs of) separation, on account of her fondness for them due to- 
(long) residence together 5 vh. ( ahe bronght) raga (passion) from 
the leaves of the PAnj&ta tree (which possess ragS— redness) ; 
extreme takrata (perverseness) from tbe crescent-moon (which 
possesses tatralo — carvedness) \ chanehalata (unsteadiness) from (the 
horse) Uchchaihsravas (who possesses cAafifAnfaji — fleetness) ; the 
power of nohana (infatuating) from (the deadly poison) Ealakuta 
(which possesses the power of mohana — causing swoon); mada 
(arrogance) from wine (which possesses mada— drunkenness) ; and 
extreme naitfithurya (cruelty) from the Kanstnbha gem (which 
possesses na»iA(Aurjra — hardness). There is nothing else in this 
world which is so regardless of (the tie of) familiarity («'. 4. friend- 
ship) as this wicked dame (Lakshmi). (F or) even when obtained 
she is retained with great difficulty. Though made fast (secure) 
by being tied with the ropes of merits, she vanishes. Even when 
held fast (confined) within the cage (i. t. cage-like array) of the 
thin, long swords brandished ( wielded ) by thousands of 
extremely; pTood ( very heroic ) warriors, she escapes. Though 
guarded all round by the dense columns of elephants darkened 
with the showers of their rut-water, she slips away. She 
cares not for (.the, tie of ) familiarity ; regards not noble birth ; 
looks not to beauty ; has no respect for hereditary connexion ; 
looks not on character or virtue; counts (minds) not 
cleverness (cnltnre ); has no ear for learning; regards not 
. righteousness ; honours not munificence 5 takes no heed of discri- 
mination . ( one’s power to distinguish merit z from demerit ) ' p 



145 


pp. 171-172.] 

observes not customary duties ; takes no account of truth; and she 
sets no value upon (a person’s possessing) auspicious marks- 
lake the outline of the city of the Gandharvas 1 she vanishes just 
as one is looking at her. She wanders about (». e. from person 
to person) as though she is still under the influence of the giddy 
sensation caused by her being whirled round in the whirl-pool 
made -by the turnings of the Mandara monntain. She nowhere 
plants her foot firmly, as though a thorn from a lotus-stalk were 
run into it on acconnt of her roamings in lotus-beds. Even when 
held firmly with Tery great efforts, in the palaces of great 
kings, she reels aside, (goes away) as if intoxicated by drinking 
wine ( i «. ichor) from the temples of numerous scent-elephants. 
She dwells (i t , depends for stability) on the edges of swords, as 
if to learn parushya (cruelty) (from them which possess paruaAya — 
keenness). She clings to ( the chest-region of ) the body of 
Niriyalla, as if to learn ru'rarupatra (presenting all kinds of 
illusory appearances) (from him, who possesses tiitarupetra — the 
state of having the whole universe contained in his form). 
Full of apprehension (/if., having no confidence for the most part 
in one), she leaves a king, even though he mar have well enriched 
(made good additions) to his inherited territory, his army, his 
treasury, and the number of princes subordinate unto him, as 
she does a lotus at the close of the day although it may have 
a well developed root, stalk and its circular pericarp. 
Like a creeper which climbs branches of trees, she dwells with 
persons who patronize parasites (voluptnous persons). lake 
GaDgi who although she gave birth to the (eight) Yasus is restless 
with her ripples and bubbles, she, although the producer 
of wealth, is yet as fickle U3 the bubbles of waves. Like 
the movement of the son which exhibits the various stages 
of his passage from one zodiacal sign to another, she exhibits her 
own flitting movements (from one person to another). Like & 
cave of the Nether Regions which is full of darkness, she is full 
of dark deeds. Like (the demoness) Hidimbi whose heart was 
captivated solely by the daring deeds of Bhima, she is one whose 
heart can be attracted only by deeds of stupendous darin**. Like 
tie niny season which produces lightning, she produces a short- 
* liTed glow (display of prosperity). like a wicked she-gobiin who 


1 The phantom of a city in the sky dee to some meteorological cacse 
so called. * 
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•shows her height a3 measuring (equal to) that of several men 
(standing one over another) and drives a timid man into frenzy. 
She shows (successively) the elevation (rise to prosperity) of many 
(diSerent) persons, and crazes a weak-minded person (or, makes him 
drunk with pride). As if out of jealousy, she embraces not a 
person who i3 favoured by Saras vati (the goddess of learning). 
She touches not a virtuous person, as if he were unholy. She does 
not think highly of a noble-minded person, as if he were something 
inauspicious. She does not (even) look at a good man, as at an 
evil omen. She passes over (avoids) a high-born person, like a 
-snake. She shuns a brave person, as if he were a thorn (in her 
way). She does not remember (forgets to approach) a liberal man, 
os if he were an evil dream. She approaches not an educated 
person, as if he were a sinner. She mocks at a noble-minded person, 
a3 if he were a drunkard. And in this world she manifests her 
actions, as if she were exhibiting a juggler’s tricks which (on their 
face) appear to be opposed to each other. For example : — Though 
always producing heat, she creates cold. 1 Though bestowing height 
she exhibits etuntedness.* Though sprung from the store of water, 
she increases thirst.* Though she transforms one into Siva, still 
she displays a nature that is not of Siva * Though she increases 
■one’s strength, still she brings on lightness (loss of weight).* 
Though she is sister of (produced from the same place as) nectar 
(which is eweet), still she gives rise to a hitter taste.* Though 
she possesses a body, 4 5 * 7 8 still her actual sight is invisible to the senses. 
Though attached to the best men, still she loves wicked persons.* 

1 The real sense is— 1 she keeps a mis in good spirits, and yet makes 
him dull *. 

2 Real sense— 'brings about an elevation of rank or position, and yet 
gives rise to meanness of character ’• 

3 Real sense — 'she is born of tba Ocean, and she increases one'* 

4 Real sense — 1 she m&kis a man wealthy, and leads to vileness of 
character 

5 Real sense— ‘she makes him highly powerful, and makes him 
tnean-ininded 

C Real sense ‘ she brings disasters in her train *. 

7 Real senss ‘the is foil of (fosters) strife ’. atmuntto may mean 
In the second case-makes a person long- lot thing* cot tctatllr wltkia 
eight (resch) ’. 

8 Real tense— 1 she is attached to Vishpn, and the loves (favours) 

wicked persons ’. ' 
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As if made of dust she soils even the pure.’ And the more this 
•fickle one blazes forth (makes a man more and more prosperous) the 
-more doe3 she give rise to actions, dark like lampblack, alone, just 
as the more the flickering flame of a lamp bams, the more does it 
produce black soot, (and nothing else). It is thus - — She acts 
a3 the nourishing stream of water to the poisonous creepers in the 
form of (evil) desires ; as the song of a hunter to (for luring away) 
the deer in the form of the senses ; as the obscuring line of smoke 
to the picture?, in the form of good actions ; as a luxurious bed to 
the long sleep of infatuation ; as an old terrace for residence to the 
she-cobiins in the form of pride of wealth , as the appearance of 
fintira (opacity of the coma) to the eyes in the form of the S s ras ; 
as the banner borne in the van to all deeds of insolence : as the 
native river to ttie alligators m the form ot the out-bursts of 
violence ", as the drinking ground to the wines in the form of 
.pleasures ; as the mnsic>hall to the gestures in the form of 
the knittings of the eye-brow3 ; as the residence-cavern (lair) 
to the pythons in the form of faults ; &3 the cane-staff (for 
-driving away people), to the words (of advice) of good men; 
as the untimely (setting in of the) rains, to the swans in the 
form of merit*; as the (favourable) surface for spreading, to the 
tumours in the form of public scandals ; as the prologue, to the 
-drama in the form of deception; as the banner to (on the 
head of) the elephant in the form of lust ; a3 the slaughter-house, 
to good intentions ; and as the (eclipsing) tongue of Rabn to the 
-Orb of the moon in the form of righteousness. And I do not see 
anyone who has not been (suddenly) very closely embraced by her 
'though not familiar with him, and then deceived. Surely she will 
move away (» e., leave a person', even when consigned to a picture 
visualized mentally as sure of attainment); will produce 
illusions like magic, even when confined to books (i.e., made as 
steady as matter committed to books); she will deceive, even 
when (merely) engraved as a statue (in one’s mind, i when 
■ means be conceived to remove short-comings and make her steady); 
will cheat, even when (merely) heard of; and will take one in, 
-even when (merely) thought about (leads men to seek her but they 
find her not). 

^°3And when in obedience to the will of destiny, kings are 
somehow favoured by her, who is of this description and behaves so 


1 Keal aense— * she makes even an honest persca di'hoceit (or, warps 
‘the judgment of a nun cf pure thoughts)’. . 
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ill, they become helples9 and come to be the abode of all evil deeds. 
Thus : — At the very time of their coronation, their courtesy 
is washed away, as if with the water ( poured on them ) from 
auspicious jars ; their heart becomes darkened (unfeeling), as if 
with the smoke of the sacrifices offered to Fire ; their forgiveness 
is gwept away, as if with the brooms in the form of the tips of 
the hts’a grass held by the priests (in their hands) ; their remem- 
brance of (the thought about) the approach of old age is covered 
over (se., forgotten), as if with the folding of cloth of the 
turbans (head-dresses) ; the sight of the neat world is hidden (from 
them), as if with the large, circular umbrella (held over their heads); 
tliei* truthfulness is blown away, as if with the bree 2 es of the 
cAoWrie* (waved around th'em) } their merits are driven away, as it 
with the cane-staff s (of the door-keepers); good words ( of advice) 
are prevented from being heard (drowned), as if by the din of the 
cries of victory ; and glory is blotted off, as if by the streamers of 
the banner-cloths. And also : — Some kings come to be miserable- 
being tempted by riche9, winch ar« as unsteady as the hollow neck 
of a bird hanging loose through exhaustion, which look charming for 
a short while only like the flash of a fire fly, and which are con- 
demned by (all) high-minded persons ; having forgotten their (real 
condition at) birth owing to the arrogance caused by the acquisi- 
tion of n little wealth; being affected by vehemence of passion 
increased by various misdeeds, as by corrupt blood full of various 
impurities ; being harassed by their senses, which, although only 
five, appear to nnmber many thousands as it we/e, in their eagerness 
to taste the Various (sensual) pleasures ; and being distracted by 
their mind, which although but one Bppeut# to have been multiplied- 
a hundred thousand times, because of its having got free scope 
owing to its natural fickleness. They are seized as it were by evil 
stars ; over -powered as it were by goblins ; are possessed as it were 
by spells are made stiff (in their limbs) as if wore by evil spirits ; 
ate mocked as it were by delirium ; and are swallowed (entirely 
poasea«ed) as it were by devils. As though pierced in their vital 
parts by the arrows of Oapid, they distort their faces into thousands 
of shapes (i.e., frowns). As if boiled by the heat of wealth, they 
act frantically. As if struok with hard blows, they possess limbs 
(which droop down, require servants to support them). They 
wander (i «. act) crookedly, as if they were crabs. Their course of 
action being impeded by unrighteous (or unjust) deeds, they are led 
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(guided in their course of action) by others, like lame persons, who 
are unable to walk (by themselves). They (condescend to) speak with 
great difhcnlty, as though suffering from ulcers in the months, a* a 
result of telling falsehoods. By (their glance* which are) the resalts 
of the operation of the quality of rajas (passion) as if dae to the 
eye disease called lusua-i they produce a headache in those who 
move near them, like the Siplichchhad'i trees 'cau-ing headache) by 
the operation of the pollen of their blossoms. Like people about 
to die, they do cot recognize even their relatives. Like person' 
with sore eye® who cannot look at bright objects, they cannot 
( bear to ) look at men of spirit. As persons bitten by ^deadly) 
black snakes cannot be restored to life even by means of mighty 
spells, they cannot be roused (into activity) even by means of 
excellent counsels. Like ornaments made of lac. which are nnacle 
to bear (the presence of) hot objects, they cannot bear spirited 
persons (near them). Being rendered insensible by the apathy 
dne to their great pride, they do not listen to advice, as mad 
elephants made fast at their very large tying-posts (do not listen to 
the directions of their drivers). As persons fainting under the 
influence of thirst-like poison see everything golden, they, rendered 
insensible fay the poison of greed, see all things as made of gold 
Just as arrows, with sharpness increased by being whetted on a 
stone, destioy when discharged by the enemy, so they, whose cruelty 
is increased by drinking liquor, destroy (persons) at the instigation 
of others. By sending their armies they annihilate great 
families, although they stand far away frqm them (» do not molest 
them in any way), just as men fell down fruit, though growing high 
np (a tree), by throwing sticks at them. Though unarming in 
appearance, they bring distress npon people, jnst as the premature 
appearance of flowers (on a tree) does. Their prosperity is extremely 
frightful, like the ashes of cemetery-fires. They caunot see far (into 
the fntnre), like persons suffering from (the eye-disease called) 
tin? ro (comal opacity or myopia). Just a* persons po*«essed by evil 
spirits have their houses invested by bees, they have their houses 
occupied by low persons. Even when (merely) heard, they cans© 
disgust like the drums in a funeral processlou. Even when (merely) 
•thought of, they bring disaster, jnst like resolves to commit 
a heinous sin. Being daily filled (with riches), they become puffed 
up in appearance, as though they are inflated with sin. And, being 
in such a condition, they became the targets of hnndreds of vices an- 
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never know their own fail (i.e., degradation) even, just &3 dropa o£- 
Water hanging on the tips of (the blades of) grass on an ant-hill do 
not know their own fall [as they are quickly absorbed by the elay 
of the ant-hillj. 

I 6 ! There are others who are misled, by means of praises which' 
can only fit snpcrhnman beings, by rogues who are experts in 
cheating, who are intent on securing their own ends, who are ( as it 
were) the vultures devouring the flesh of wealth, who are (as it 
u^re) the cranes surrounding the lotus-plant in the form of the 
(royal) audicnee-hall, and who, while themselves laughing inwardly, 
are (outwardly busy in) raising even faults (vices) to the side 
(grade) of virtues-representiug gambling as a diversion ; seducing 
other people’s wives as cleverness; hunting as exercise; drinking as- 
sport; carelessness n a bravery; neglect of one’s own wife as absence 
of (over-) addiction to sensual pleasures; disregarding the advice 
of the preceptor (or the elders) as a refusal to he ruled by others ; 
the habit of not chastising one’s servants (when guilty) as the mark 
ol one's being easy to serve; addiction to dancing, to vocal and 
instrumental musk, and to the company of harlots, as an evidence 
of one’s (good) taste; listening (unmoved; to some atrocious crime 
as an exhibition of one's nobility of mind ; putting np with insnlts 
as forgiveness ; acting according to one’s own will as asserting one’s 
sovereignty ; showing disrespect to the deities as a sign of great 
(moral) strength ; the applause of bards as fame , rashness as energy ; 
and inability to distinguish (between good and bad) as impartiality, 
(Such kings), whose minds are drunk with the pride of wealth, who 
having lost all discernment, become falsely vain of themselves by 
believing all that to bo true ; who although mortal by nature look 
upon themselves as partial incarnations of heavenly beings, as con- 
taining divimty within themselves, and ( in fact ) as superhuman 
beings; and who (accordingly), begin to net and conduct themselves in 
a manner fit only for celestial beings, and become the langbing stook 
of all people , and when their servants imitate them in their actions- 
(act ns servants of gods) they welcome it. Owing to the delnsion 
caused by their mental attribution of divinity to themselves, and 
overpowered by un irrational conception., they look upon their pair 
of arms as having another pais of asms concealed with;® them (i.*., 
think themselves to be Vishnu, one pair of arms being suppressed 
within). They «u»ptct their forehead as having a third eye hidden, 
underneath its skin (since god Siva has three eyes). The'granting ol 
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their eight they consider a3 a (gieat) favour. The casting of a. 
glance they const on the side of ( regard as) an obligation, ilerely 
talking (with a person) they set down as a favour granted. Even 
a command they regard as a boon conferred. Even their touch they 
esteem as pnrifying. And over-filled (entirely puffed up) with the 
pride of false greatness they do not bow to the gods, do not reverence 
the Brihmanas, do not honour those worthy of honour, do not 'wor- 
ship those deserving of worship, do not salute those who deserve to 
be sainted, and do not rise (from their seats) to receive their eldera 
(or preceptors). They laugh at .learned men, as denying them- 
selves in useless toil the joy of the enjoyment of sensual pleasures. 
They look npon the advice of old persons as the senseless prattle 
of senile dotage. They ill receive the counsel of a minister, 
thinking it to be an insnlt to their own intellect. And they get 
angry with one who gives them wholesome advice. In every 
way him they welcome, him they talk to, him they have by their 
side, him they advance, with him they stay with pleasure, him they 
give, him they admit to their friendship, his words they listen to, on 
him they shower gifts, him they honour, and him they make their 
trusted confidant, who with all other business set aside, and with 
folded hands praises them day and night and continuously, a3 if 
they were gods, or proclaims their greatness. And what is proper 
to them (fit to be done in the eyes of those kings) whose authority 
(for action) is the dreadful treatise (i.«., Artkai’astra) of KantUya 
which contains advice mostly of a very cruel nature ; — whose " 
spiritual guides are the priests whose nature is wholly cruel on 
account of their practice of malevolent magical rites *whose 
advisers are ministers skilled in deceiving others ; — who are deeply- 
attached to Eakshml, enjoyed and then abandoned by thousands of 
kings ; — who are sedulously given to study of such Sastras as 
consist of directions for killing ; — and to whom their (own) brothers, 
attached to them on account of their hearts being full of natural 
affection, are the persons to be annihilated ? 

Therefore, O Prince, in the administration of the kingdom which, 
is mostly of the kind described above, and which is dreadful on 
account of thousands of extremely crooked and painf nl practices, and 
in this yonth (of yours) which (generally) produces the greatest 
infatuation, you should strive (to conduct yourself) in such a wav 
that you will not be langhed at by the people, nor censured bv the 
good, nor contemned by your elders, nor reproached by your friends* 
nor grieved oYer by the wise Also that you may not be exposed by 
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knaves, taken in by clever swindlers, preyed upon by gallants, tom to 
pieces by the wolves in the form of servants, deceived by rogues, 
enticed by women, made ridiculous by (an improper use of) Lakahmi, 
swayed (J»f. made to dance) by arrogance, maddened by love, attracted 
by sensual pleasures, drawn away by passion, and carried away 
(entirely possessed) by luxury. Granted that by your vory nature 
you are steadfast ; and that you are given a sound education by your 
father with great efforts, while riches infatuate one who is fickle* 
zoinded and uneducated ; still my satisfaction at your virtues made 
me speak thus (at length). This only you are told again and again — 
vis , even thongh a man may bo learned, always watchful, of great 
nobility, high-born, firm-minded, and persevering, him ill-natured 
Wealth turns into a wicked man. 3fay yon enjoy in every 
way the auspicious ceremony of your installation as heir-apparent 
with its attendant blessings, which is (now) to be performed by 
your father. Bear the yoke (of the kingdom) which has been borne 
by your ancestors (before you), now descended to you in hereditary 
succession. Bend down the heads of your foes, and raise (to pros- 
perity) the host of your relatives. And after yonr coronation start 
upon the conquest of all the directions, and in the conrae of your 
marches, again conquer the earth having the seven continents as her 
ornaments, although (once) conquered by your father. This is the 
(fittest) time lor you to establish your prowess. For, a king who 
has his prowess established becomes one whose ordeTs are always 
carried out, as a sage who can see into all the three worlds becomes 
one who : e prophecies always come true ” Having said this much, 
he ceased (speaking). 

*' ^ • When Snkanasa had ceased speaking, by those (water-Jike) 
pure words of his advice Ohandrapida became as it were washed, 
brightened, purified, polished, bathed, anointed, decorated, hallowed, 
and made resplendent ; and being delighted at heart, he stayed for 
a short while and (then) returned to bis palace. " 

Then, after several days had passed, the king, on n holy day, 
accompanied by Snkanasa and surrounded by many thousands of 
kings, himself raised up the auspicious water-jar and crowned his 
son (as heir-apparent), all the auspicious materials for whoso royal 
coronation had been brought together 'by the (head) priest, by 
means of waters which had been collected from all the holy places, 
oil tho rivers, and all the oceans, which were mixed with all the 
herbs, all the fruits, all the ( different ) clays, all the jewels, and 
(further) with the water of the king’s tears of joy, and which 
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•■were sanctified by ( the repetition of ) JTantm. And at that very 
moment Lakshmi transferred herself nnto him whose body was still 
wet with the waters of the coronation, without, however, leaving 
(the old king) Tiripida, just like a creeper which twines itself 
round another tree without leaving its original tree. Afterwards 
his body was anointed, from the soles of his feet upwards, with 
fragrant sandal-paste, which was white like moonlight, by ( queen) 
Vilasavati herself, who was surrounded br all the ladies of the 
harem and whose heart was full of affection. On his head he wore 
a chaplet of newly-blossomed white Sowers ; his body had a 
sprinkling of the joroe.tana paint ", ha wore ear -ornaments made of 
the blades of the dared grass ; he pnt on a new pair of silken 
garments, which had long fringes and which were white like the 
moon ; his hand wa3 adorned with a wrist-thread which his priest 
had tied on ; he had. lying close on his broad che-t, a pearl-necklace, 
the very long and blight stalk of the lotus-plant (as it were) of 
the new Regal Glory, and looking as if it were the circle of (the 
stars of) the seven (heavenly) sages, come there to witness the 
coronation ceremony. As his body was thickly covered with 
garlands, worn across the shoulder, which were strung with white 
flowers, which hung down to his knees, and which looked as 
delicate as the rays of the moon, and as he had put ou a white 
dres3, he looked like the ilan-lioa (incarnation of Vishnu) with 
his massive (white) mane shaken about, (or) like the Kailasa 
mountain with the (white) mass of its rivers flowing down, (or) 
like the elephant Airavata covered with a tangled mas 3 of the 
fibrous lotus-roots from the Celestial Ganges, (or) like the dfilky 
Ocean strewn with flakes of dancing foam. His father carried the 
cane-staff on that occasion (like a door-keeper), and himself began 
to clear the way in the front. (Thus) Chandraplda arrived at the 
assembly-hall and monnted the royal throne of gold, as the moon 
mounts the golden peak of item. 

'* 'When he had mounted (the throne), and had received all the 
assembled princes with the respect due to each, and had then stayed 
there for a short while, there sounded forth, very slowly, the 
great drum (beat on the occasion) of starting, proclaiming fcis 
setting oat for world-conquest and sounding as harsh as the roar 
«f the mass of clouds at the time of World-destruction, being 
beaten with golden rods, like the Ocean (beaten) with the blo^s of 
the ilasdara mountain, (or) like the foundations of the Earth by 
the terrific wind-storms at the dose of an aeon, (or) like eril- 

K. T. 50 
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portending clouds (struck) by the shining flashes of lightning, (of) 
like the vault of the Nether Region hy the strokes of the snout 
of the Great Boar. And hy its sound, the spaces of the world were 
inflated as it were, were spread Out as it weie, were separated as it 
were, were enlarged as it were, were enveloped as it were, were 
circumambulated as it were, and were deafened as it were. The 
joints of the bonds of the directions mutually holding them together 
were loosened as it were. And \ts noise travelled over all the 
three worlds, being heard with aSright by the (right) Rokapalas 
(Guardians of the World); in the Nether Regions it was bring" 
embraced as it were by Sesha, whose thousand hoods, fully spread 
out, were shaken unevenly through fear; in the (eight) quarters 
it was as it were bring challenged (for fight) by the quarter- 
elephants repeatedly striking blows upwards with their tusks before 
them (iu the air-space) ; in the sky it was being circumambulated 
as it were by the horses of the Sun’s chariot, who iu fear began 
to move around in a circle with middle speed ; on the ELaiUsa 
mountain it was being talked to as it were by the bull of feiva, 
uttering in joy the hum sound in the belief that it was the 
unusual loud laughter of Siva ; in the celestial regions it was being 
welcomed as it were by AirSvata who trumpeted deeply with his 
throat ", (and) in the abode of Tama (the god of Death) it was being 
bowed to as it were by the buffalo of that deity, who bad obliquely 
bent downwards his circular horns, in his wrath at hearing a sound 
never before heard (by him). Then, on hearing that sound of the 
drum, OhandrSpida moved away (came down) from the throne, along 
with the Regal Glory of his foes, while on all sides around him 
were being loudly uttered victorious cries of * May you succeed 1 * 
•May you conquer !'&c. And then he issued forth from that 
assembly-hall, being followed by thousands of princes who 
rose up hurriedly on all sides, and who then threw down continuously 
collections of pearls, which dropped down from their strings of neck- 
laces broken as they struck against each other, as though they were 
the fried com (&/««) sportively scattered on the auspicious occasion 
of starting for the conquest of the quarters (the world) : he (then) 
' looked like the Pirijata tree being followed by (the other) Wish- 
yielding trees shedding white blossoms and buds, (or) like Airavata 
by (the other) quarter-elephants emitting watery sprcy from their* 
trunks, (or) like the expanse of the sky hy the quarter -spaces 
showering down numbers of (shooting) stars, (or) like the rainy- 
season by the clouds pouring down a shower of large drops of water. 
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t g & And having come out, fee mounted a female elephant, the- 
inner seat ( or the seat behind that of the prince ) on whom 
was occupied fey Eattralekhs, mounted first, who was adorned with- 
the auspicious decorations suitable for (the occsssion of) starting, 
and who was hurriedly brought near him by her driver. Then he 
began to ride oat, the (blazing) sun being warded o2 from him br 
an umbrella having a hundred wires and fringed with a network of 
pearls, which looked white tike a whirlpool of the Milky Ocean 
whirling round by the revolutions oi the (Slandara) mountain, and 
which had the appearance of the (white) Kailasa mountain when 
borne on the long anas of Rkvapa. And, os he was (thus) riding 
out, he saw, while still inside (the KaudS on the elephant)— on 
account of the morning sunshine of the profuse light, which 
surpassed the lnstre of the liquid alaktala paint, of the crest-jewels 
sending forth rays, of the kings, who, with their sight hidden from, 
him by tbe (intervening) rampart, were stationed near the gate 
and were waiting for him — that the ten directions/vere being made 
extremely yellowish-red, as though on account of the fire of bis 
own valonr spread about alter his coronation ; that the surface o£ 
the Earth was being tinged (yellow-red), as though on account of 
the (glow of) love for him (as her lord) produced by his being 
anointed as heir-apparent-, that the expanse of sky was being 
turned red, as though owing to a fire in the quarter*, portending 
the approaching annihilation of Ids enemies •, and that the day 
had its light turning roseate, as if on account of the alaltala juice 
on the feet o! tbe Regal Glory of the Earth come towards turn (to 
receive him), 

<0 ? And when he came out he was saluted by hosts ol^kings, 
the thousands of arrays of who=e Scent-Elephants moved forward 
in great hurry, whose circular umbrellas were crushed as they 
pressed hard against one another, the rows of whose jewelled 
diadems were loosened as their heads bent down in homage (to 
him), whose jewelled ear-ornaments bung low, whose luTldalas 
(kinds of ear-rings) fell on their cheeks, and whose names were 
announced (to him) by the coiflmander of the army specially ordered 
(to do so), whereupon he set pfl t first of all, in the eastern direction. 
He was being followed by tbe elephant, Gandhamldana, who was- 
pink with a thick paint of the powder of vermilion, whose crccJdfs 
ornament made of strings of large pearls dangled down to the 
ground, whose head was chequered with a ^network of chaplets of 
white flowers, and who tfeu3 looked like the mountain item, having 
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the (red) evening sunshine falle.uon.it, with the white stream of 
the (heavenly) Ganges, falling accros3 it, and with the rocky 
surfaces on its peaks bespangled with (white) clusters of stars. 
And in hia front was being led (the norse) Indrayndha, whose 
iimbs Were variegated with the lustre of his golden ornaments, and 
who thus looked as if he was smeared with saSron-paint And 
then moved also the whole army ; the white umbrellas in which 
were shaken as* the troops of its elephants moved on, which 
swept over the surface of the earth and from which arose a 
wondrous din, and which thus looked like the water of the ocean 
at the time of the great Deluge, with thousands of reflections of 
the lunar orb fallen on numerous rows of billows and flooding the 
surface of the Earth with wondrous commotion. 
loS As he started, Vaisampayana, coming from his house, approach- 
ed him on a female elephant who moved with rapid strides ; he 
(too) had the auspicious rites proper for (the occasion of) statting 
performed for him, was dressed in white silken garments, had his 
perron decked with white flowers, was followed by & very large 
army and by battalions of princes, and had a white umbrella held 
(over his head), thus appearing as if ho were a second Heir-apparent, 
And, having approached, he stood near him as the moon stands near 
the sun. Then, on account of the weight of the armies which ran from 
this quarter and that quarter, on hearing that the Heir-apparent (i e. 
Chaudraplda) had issued forth, the eatth shook just at the moment, 
as though it were floating upon the waves of the waters of the 
o ocean hemmed in (on all sides) by the Kula-monntains'which were 
displaced (at the time of the Deluge). Then, by the lustre of their 
jewelled crowns, whose crests were enveloped in a thick network ot 
their long rays, and also by the streaming refulgence of the 
multitude of armlets which shed a flood of lustre and over which 
were engraved leafy decorations, the ten quarters were made to 
appear, by the kings who came before him in fresh numbers and 
saluted him (in turn) — in some places, as though the powder of the 
(vaeirgattd) wings of the ehatha birds was being scattered there- 
in ; — in some, as though they were variegated with hundreds of 
moving (bright) circnlar spots on (the tails of) troops of peacocks 
flying about ; — in Some as though they were glittering with the 
lightning from untimely clouds ; — in some as though they possessed 
the (bright-red) foliage of the Wish-granting trees (of heaven) ; — 
in some, as though they were filled with rain-bows , — and in other# 
as though they contained morning sunshine. The umbrellas of 
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(those) kings, although (really) white, appeared as if they were 
made of peacocks’ feathers, owing to (their being enveloped by) 
the rays of their crest-jewels, which shot npwards and which were 
variegated on account of the clusters of different kinds of jewels. 
And in a moment the surface of the eaTth seemed as though (solely) 
to consist of horses ; the circle of directions of elephants ; the 
atmosphere, of groups of umbrellas ; the firmauent, of a forest (»' e. 
a crowd) of banners } the wind, of the odour of elephants’ ichor ; 
the world of mortals, of kings ; the vision, of the rays ot 
(jewelled) ornaments ; the day, of diadems ; and all the three worlds, 
of the victorious battle-cries. And it seemed all round that it 
was the time of the final destruction of the universe ; — on 
account of — the elephants in rat, like the Kola-mountains in shape 
moving about, — of umbrellas moving up and down and looking 
like the ovil-portandiug OTbs of tho moon ; — of the sounding drnm 
whoso noise was as deep and awe-inspiring as that of the Samvar- 
taka clouds of the mass of the (watery) spray ejected by elephants 
which spread about and looked like a shower of shooting stars ; — 
of tho uprising columns of dust on tho earth looking grey like 
comets ; — of tho tmmpetings from the throats of elephants whose 
noise was as harsh and deep as that of tho contending winds (or, 
fall of the thunder-bolt) — of the powdered vermilion from tho 
temples of elephants spreading about and looking reddish- 
brown like a shower of drops of blood ; — of tho rows of cavalry 
which marched onwards and which wctd as restless as the billows 
of tho waters of tho agitated ocean ; — of tho showers of streaming 
liquid ichor (of elephants) which poured down continuously and 
which darkened all the spaces in the quarters ; — and also, (finally), 
on account of the din that pervaded all tho regions of the world. 
f°*) As if affrighted by the tumultuous din of the army, tho ten 
directions fled away somewhere (i. t. could not be distinguished), 
being completely enveloped by the assemblage of white banner?. 
As if afraid of the contact of the dirty dnst from the earth, the 
surface of tho sky receded to its farthest, being densely filled with 
thousands of tho oracAula ornaments of troops of elephants in rut. 
As if they were being driven a«ido by powerful canestaff-bearers 
with their wands, or as if they were afraid of being made grev by 
the dust raised by horses’ hoofs, the rays of the snn left the van 
of the army. As if afraid of being extinguished by the (watery) 
spray from the trunks of elephants, the day disappeared, the sun- 
shine being concealed behind the (thickly crowded) umbrellas. The 
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earth, which was crushed under the weight of that army, and which 
was struck by hundreds of feet of elephants uudor the influence 
of rut, pealed frightfully, as if it were a second Ihtri (drum) 
■struck on the occasion of starting (on an expedition). The foot- 
soldiers stumbled at every step in (us they waded through) the 
liquid rut of ichor-shedding elephant!, ankle-deep and bearing 
(on the top) the flakes of foam escaping from the mouths of 
(ambling) steeds. The power to perceive all other kinds of smells 
departed from the organ of smell (nose,) (of men) — as it does from 
that of nu elephant — , being pervaded with tho very strong odour 
of elephants’ ichor which resembled the odour of yellow orpiment. 
And, tn a while, the people whose ear-passages wore deafened felt 
themselves fainting as it were, owing to-the uproar of the crowds 
of persons that ran in the van of the marching army ; — to the 
shnll and prolonged sound of tahala drums; — to the sound of the 
neighing of horses mixed with the clatter of their hoofs ; — to the 
loud and hoarse trumpeting of elephants, mingled with that of the 
constant flapping of their ears to the clank of bells sounding 
unevenly owing to their (elephant’s) movements, mingled with the 
• tinkle of the small bells attached to the neck-ornaments (of 
elephants); — to tho din of drums beat at the time of starting, 
whose sound was increased by (being mingled with) that of 
auspicious conches; — and (finally), owing to tho noise of drums 
which were being repeatedly struck in various qusrteis. 

I ,c And slowly and slowly there rose up the dust caused by the 
rapid tread of the army. Owing to the diversity of colour of the 
ground it (the dust) appeared in some places to be greyish like the 
chest of an aged t'apftara fish ; in other places it resembled (in 
colour) the mane of a camel ; in others it was dusky like the curly 
hair of a full-grown deer ; in others it was .white like the threads 
of woven silk ; in others it was pale like a full-grown lotus-stalk ; 
in others it vas tawny like tho hair of an^aged monkey; and in 
others it was white like the flakes of foam dropped by the bull of 
Siva when he ruminates. Uke the stream of the celestial Ganges 
which takes its origin from the feet of Vishnu, the dust was caused 
by tho hoofs of horses ; like au angry person who abandons farbeor- 
ance, it (rose np after having) abandoned [the earth; and, like a 
person engaged in playing a practical joke who closes the eyes (of 
others). It obstructed the sight (of the people). it drank up (I,#. 
dried np) the watery spray from the trunks of elephants, as though 
ut were a thirsty person; it flew op in the skyey region, as if It 
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were a bird ; it descended upon the line of rut (of elephants), as 
though it were a swann of (dark) bees ; it placed it3 foot (i.«. 
lodged itself) upon the broad temples of elephants, as if it were a 
Kon 5 it seized (i.». covered up) the banners, a 3 though it were a 
victorious conqueror (who captures the banners of his enemy) ; and 
it whitened the heads (of the people), as if it were the advent of 
old age. Falling on the tips of (peoples') eye-lashes, it seemed as 
if it were sealing their vision ; descending upon the drops of sweet 
honey (in the lotoses worn by the soldiers on their ears), it seemed 
as if it were smelling those lotuses ; and it entered the cavities of 
the insides of the conch-shell-omaments on the ears of elephants, 
(or, it entered the ears and the depressions of the temples of the 
elephants) as thongh it were frightened by being beaten during the 
flappings of the ear 3 of elephants infatnated with rat. It was 
being drunk up a 3 it were by the shark-shaped figures, with their 
months turned upwards, engraved in leafy lines (in relief) on tha 
jewels in the crowns of the (subsidiary) princes ; it was being 
worshipped, a 3 it were, by the bunches of flowers in the form of 
'the foam-flakes dropped from the months of the horse 3 tossed 
about; it was as though being ( respectfully) followed by the 
•rings (mass) of mineral du 3 t falling off from the broad temples 
of the troops of elephants in rut (whereon it had been originally- 
used as paint); it was being embraced, as it were, by the fragrant 
-cosmetic powder blown off by the numerous chowties as they were 
waved about ; and it was being assisted (lit. encouraged) as it 
were, by the pollen from the filaments of flowers dropping down 
the thousands of chaplets worn by the princes. lake the evil- 
portending (planet) Rahu. it unexpectedly drank up (i. e. obscured) 
the solar orb. It had the appearance of gorochana powder, ( as it 
settled) on the rows of the thread-bracelets worn by the kin<*s a* 
auspicious at the time of starting (on an expedition). And it 
had the greyish appearance of the dust of sandal-wood when it is 
sawed. Swelling in bulk owing to the crush of the immeasurable 
army, and dense like an assemblage of dark clouds appearin'- out 
of their season, it gradually began to assume larger dimensions 
as though it were swallowing up the whole universe. 

U AnH Dy that dust, whose thick mass was gradually becomin*- 
■more and more swollen, all the three worlds were traverse! 
•over ; it was as it were the auspicious flsg proclaiming ( OhandrSU 
■pdda’i ) world conquest ; the annihilating frost to the lotuses 
•of his enemies’ families ; the perfumed powder serving 43 g^y 
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decoration to Regal Glory 5 tlie falling snow to the beds of 
white lotuses in the form of his enemies’ umbrellas * the darkness 
canscd by the swoon of the earth ’3 surface that groaned under the 
weight of the army 5 the (sadden and simultaneous) appearance of 
blossoms on ladnmla trees, caused by the rainy season in the form 
of the marching armies •' a heard of elephants uprooting the lotm- 
bed in the form of the sun ; the ocean surging up at the timo of 
the Great Deluge aud flooding both the aky and the earth •, and 
the veiling cloth for the head of (tho lady in tho form of) the 
glory of the threo worlds. It was mnlti-hned like tho massive 
maco of the Great Boar (incarnation of Vishnu), and it was thick 
like the column of smoke rising up from tho Fires at the time of 
World-Destruction. (Owing to iv3 being all-pervading,) it appeared' 
to ri*o up from the bottom of the Nether Regions, or to fesne 
oat of tho feet (of the soldiers), or to drop down from their eyes, 
or to come from all the directions, or to ponr down from the sky, 
or to spring up from the breeze, or to arise from the eun-beams. 
It was (as it were) tho oncoming of sleep, that did not remove 
consciousness 5 darkness, that did not despiso tho sun (i. e. causo the , 
son to be obscured) ; a subterranean (cooling) chamber, that mado its 
appearance when it wa9 not summer-time; tho evening of a night 
in the dark half of a month, but one in which the groups of starry 
clusters had not risen ; tho rainy season, but one £n which there 
weto no showers of water; the Neiher Regions, but without the 
snakes wandering about. Aud it was ever growing in sire, like 
the feet of Vishnu (in his Vamana incarnation). 

//*- Like a bod of full-blown blue lotuses covered by fresh (rain) 
water, appeared the (blue) sky being invaded by the dust from 
the earth, white liko the loam ol the Milky Ocean. The orb of the 
hot-rayed sun, looking greyish with the thick dust, lost its 
brillianco, like a ehotcrit used as the acoeAufa ornament (of an 
elephant) losing its brightness whon rendered grey with thick dost. 
The Celestial Ganges, white liko a band of silken cloth, became 
soiled, as tho banner (of an army) becomes toiled, though it is 
originally white, being made of silken cloth. It seemed ns though 
tho earth, unable to bear tho extremely heavy weight of tho king’# 
•nay, onto more went Bp !o tho world o ( Immortals tinder «?. gniso 
oUts dost, far Bedrid rettesed ot its Borden. 'The earth's dost, 
wliok htd darkened tho Imnner-eloth ot Us son's ehrsriot, Ml down 
npoo the i w.Urs of tho oee.tr, lf it „„ w . iote „,, lv 
ireortm. of Its haring drank op the entire light of the son. And 
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in a short while the earth seemed to enter, 33 it were, on it3 
residence in a womb, or into the waters of the ocean at the time of 
the Universal Deluge, or into the belly of the God of Death, or 
into the month of Siva (at the time of world-destruction), or into 
the stomach of Vishpn, or into the Primordial Egg. The day 
seemed to be earthy; the quarters looked as if they consisted entirely 
of figures moulded in clay ;.the surface of the sky was, as it were, 
tnrned in the form of dnst ; and all the three worlds appeared to 
consist of but one element (ri:., the earth, i.e., dust). 

Ill - Then, when the dust was laid at rest by the showers of sprays 
white like the ililky Ocean, which poured down in all directions. 
Issuing forth from the tips of the trunks of elephants who were 
oppressed by the warmth of their own ichor ; — by the spreading 
rain of the drops of mt-water streaming forth by being struck 
by the leaf-like ears of elephants ; — and also by the clnsters of 
the drops of the flowing saliva of the horses scattered all ronnd 
as th3y made neighing sounds : and thus when again there was 
light in all the quarters, Yaisaznpayana, seeing that immeasurable 
army as though it had (ju3t) emerged from the waters of the ocean, 
was filled with astonishment, and casting his glance all around , 
thus addressed Obsndrapida : — 

« Crown Prince, what has not (already) been conquered by 
His Ifajesty Tarapldo, the paramount king, that yon will (now) 
conquer? What directions have not been Bnbdued that you will 
pow snbdne ? What forts have not been taken that yon will pow 
take? What other continents have not been brought under his 
sway that you are going to bring nnder your sway ? What jewels 
have not been acquired that yon are going to acquire ? What 
kings have not bowed down unto him ? By whom have the folded 
bands, tender like the young buds of lotoses, not been placed on 
their heads in homage (to him) ? By whose foreheads, with golden 
bands fastened on them, have the pavements of his assembly-hall 
not bsea rendered emooth and glossy ? By what kings have their 
crest-jewels not been rubbed against his 'foot-stool (in homage) ? 
Who have not held cane-staffs (as his door-keepers), or not waved 
ehotcriet (near him as his servants), or not utterred cries of victory 
(as his heralds) ? By the shark-like leafy figures engraved on the 
crowns of what kings have not been drunk the bright lines of rays 
of the nails of his feet, as pure as the streams of water ? And here 
■ are all these crowned kings of the earth, who are filled with the prida 
K. T. 21 
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bl their power (or, army), having the obstinate desire to plunge 
in (». e. carry their arms as far as) the waters of the four oceans 5 
who are the peers of Dajaratha, Bhagtraiha, Bhatata, Bill pa, 
Alarka, and Mamdhatri; who are glorious with the pride of race, 
and who have performed Soma-sacrifices 5— these ( kings ) hear 
upon the sprays of their crest-jewels, sanctified by being sprinkled 
over with the waters of coronation, the mass of the auspicious 
dnst of your feet, as if it were the (charmed) ashes for protection 
(against evil). This earth is supported by these kings, like 
another set of the Kula Mountains (supporting the earth). And 
these armies of theirs that have filled the space in all the ten 
directions are waiting upon you. And it is thus : Lo, in whatever 
direction the eye is oast there the Nether world seems to emit the 
armies, the earth to produce them, the <ju.*ttera to disgorge them, 
the sky to shower them down, and the day to create them. And 
inethinks the earth oppressed with the weight of the conntless 
armies, remembers to day the commotion of the MahabhSrata war. 
Here is the sun wandering thtough the forest-regions in the form 
of the penons, ns if he were counting, out of curiosity, the banners, 
his orb stumbling as it comes in contact with their top-portions. 
And, being completely submerged on all sides in the liquid rut of 
ichor-shedding elephants that has an odour similar to that of 
cardamoms and is flowing in. a thin stream, and being full of the 
noisy hum of the swarms of bees that have settled upon it, the 
Barth appears to have been engulfed in the surging (black) waters 
of the river YamunS, as it were. These rows of flags, white like 
the moon, cover the circle of the directions, as if they are rivers that 
have flown np into the sky, in fear of the great disturbance caused 
by the weight of the armies. Most assuredly it is a wonder that 
to-day the earth does not break into a thousand fragments by the 
weight ol these forces, all the bonds that held her fast to the Kuls 
Mountains having been snapped", — or that to-day the massive 
hoods of Sesha, lord of snakes, have not tottored (from their usual 
position), being unable to support the earth pressed down by the 
load of these armies.” 

"While ho was thus talking, prince Ohandraplda arrived at the 
camping ground, in which numerous arches Were erected, which 
was crowded with thousands of hootes having walls made of reeds, 
and which looked charming with hundreds of tents of white 
canrss that were put up inside. Halting there, he followed all the 
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routine as though he were the king himself. (Although) diverted 
with various tiles by all those princes and all his ministers having 
gathered together (around him), he spent the whole of that day 
in sorrow, as his heart was tortured by the heavy grief caused by 
his fresh separation from his father. Having thus spent the day, 
he passed the night also, lying awake for the most part, without 
getting much sleep, in conversing with Yaisampayana resting on a 
bed placed not far from his, and with Pattralekha sleeping near by 
on the other eide on a carpet spread on the surface of the ground, 
now abont his father, now with regard to his mother, and now with 
reference to Snkanasa. And in the early morning he got cp and 
went on by ceaseless marches, following the same order (of renting 
for each day) and accompanied by his extensive army which grew 
at each (now) march ; crushing the earth (under his army's weight), 
shaking the mountains, fording the rivers, emptying the lakes (of 
their waters), razing the forests, levelling uneven places, tearieg 
down fortresses, making paths, filling ont the hollows, and digging 
pita in plains. With easy marches, wandering as his will led 
him, he roamed over the entire world, colouring grey all round the 
waters of all the (bounding) oceans with the dost of his armies, 
and destroying the forests on their shores. And as he wandered ho 
rednoed to submission the haughty, raised to emmineuce the humble, 
cheered np the fearful, protected those who sought his shelter, 
uprooted those who patronized wicked persons (at their courts), and 
extirpated those who were (troublesome like) thorns. He placed 
young princes on the (vacant) thrones in various provinces, amassed 
jewels, accepted presents, took tribute!, gave directions abaat the 
administration of countries, implanted signs (commemorative) of 
his visit ( t g., pillars), erected memorials, caused royal grants to be 
written (and issued), worshipped the Bxahmanas, bowed to the 
ascetics, looked after the well-being of the (four) at'ranas (orders 
of life), and inspired affection among the people. He displayed his 
prowess, exalted his majesty, swelled (added to) Ms glory, extended 
(showed more and more) his merits, and caused his good deeds to be 
widely known. He first conquered tbe east, then the quarter 
which has the star Trisinkn for its mark (the south) then the 
one which is characterized by Yarnna (the west), and afterwards 
the direction variegated with the constellation of the Seven S-*e 3 
(the North) He traversed the circle of the earth, measured 
(i.*., bounded) by the ditch in the shape cf the eneircling moat of 
the four (principal) oecaus, bringing under his sway all the different 
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continents in the apace of three years. Then aa be, who had 
subdued in doe course the whole surfaoe ol the globe, wandered 
about, having circumambulated the earth, he once conquered and 
seized the city called Snvarnapura, which was not very far from the 
Eastern ocean, and was the residence ot the Klritas who dwelt on 
the Hemakcta mountain and who prowled abont in the vicinity of 
Mount KailxUa. And there he halted for several days, with a view 
to give rest to his army which was fatigued by its (long) tramping 
over the whole surface of the earth. 

once, while still there, as he mounted Indrayndha and roamed 
through the wood', having started on a hunting excursion, he 
accidently spied a pair ot Eimnaras that had descended from the 
top of an (adjoining) hill. His ouriosity being aroused by a sight 
never seen before, and having a desire to capture them, he nrgod 
his horse earnestly towards them (hut) as he approached them, 
the conple ran eff, affrighted at the sight of a human being never 
seen before ; as it fled, he, starting off from his large army, atone 
followed it to a great distance, riding Indr&yudha, doubling his 
speed by continually sparring him with his beols. ‘ Here it is 
caught ’ — ‘ Now it is caught ’ — * Hero vt it captured '*— * Now I have 
it'— his mind thus drawn away with great vehemence j and, on 
account ot the extreme fleetness of his steed, he in a short while 
rode, unaccompanied, over a distance of fifteen yojanai from that 
region, as though it were (no more than) a (ingle Step. While the 
Kimuora pair that was thus hard pursued ascended ths high peak 
of the mountain that lay in front, just as he was looking on. 

"7 When it had ascended (the peak), Ohundrapida slowly turned 
away his eight which was following it, reined in his hoYae, os 
further movement was checked by the rocks on the peak of the hill ; 
then seeing that the bodies ol both Indrayndha and himself were 
drenched with the sweat produced by theii fatigue, Ohandrlpida 
thought for a while, and, laughing of his own accord, thus 
reflected (in his mind) Why hate I, like a child, thus uselessly 
troubled myself ? What purpose could have heen attained by this 
Kimnara conple. being caught or not 7 If this was captured what 
then? Supposing it wa, not captnred, what would have followed 
even, then? Q the manrut ot ay lolly 1 O eagerness to 
do anything trifling ! Oh ! The perristence In being engaged in 
nslesr pursuits ! Ah I What a passion for behaving like a child ! 
The business I had set myseLf abont, and leading to a happy 
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result, has (now) been rendered vain- The work, necessary to be 
done, and which was set on foot, has (now) become fruitless. 
The business of friends that was being accomplished, has not 
been accomplished. The royal duty begun to be done has not 
beau fulfilled. The momentous business undertaken, has not been 
carried to its end. (In short) the effort to accomplish the business 
of a conqueror has not been crowned with success. Why did 
I coma to scch a distant place, abandoning my followers, as if 
I were possessed by some ghost ? And why did I uselessly pursue 
this couple of horse-faced Kimnaras P When I thus reflect, 
this my own soul makes ma laugh at myself, as if it were another 
person (distinct from mysalf). I know not by what distance from 
here is cut off the host that followed me ; for Indrijudha has 
great speed, and in the twinkling of an eye he traverses s very 
great distance. Nor have I observed, as the horse was so swift 
and as my eyes were filed npoa the Kimnara-conple, the path as 
I came.here through this vast forest, impassable owing to the dense 
growth of hundreds of trees and their branches, bushes and 
spreading creepers, and haring the ground underneath covered 
over with dry leaves fallen thickly about, so that I can return 
(by it) and go (to my camp). And, even if I roam through this 
region with effort, I can never (hope to) meet a human being 
who would tell me the way leading to Suvarnapura. I have heard 
it said frequently that to the north of Suvarnapura is the houndary- 
line of all th.e countries of this world, beyond that lies a tenantles 3 
forest, and beyond that the Eaila*a mountain. Here ii that 
Kailaia. I should, therefore, now turn back, and, proceed by 
repeatedly guessing myself (the way), merely taking the southern 
direction. For, the consequences of faults committed by one’s own 
self have assuredly to be borne by one’s own self (and by nobody 
el*e).” Thus resolved, Ohandraplda turned back his horse, palling 
aside the reins with his left hand. 

ft* Having turned back the horse, hs again reflected: “Here 

does this divine sun. bright with his refulgent Instre, now adorn 
the middle of the beautiful sky, as if he were the girdle-jewel 
adorning the middle (i e. waist) of the glory of day; and this 
Indrayndhs here is quite tired. I will, therefore, in the first place 
feed him with a few mouthfuls of tender blades of the durri grass 
and bathe him and make him drink water in some lake, or in sonm 
mountain-spring, or in tha water of some river, and thus remove 
his fatigue ; then I will myself drink water, and rest for a short 
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while under the shade ol some tree ; and alter that I will proceed 
(on my journey).” With this idea he began to search lor water, 
casting his glance repeatedly here and there? as he was (thus) 
roaming about, he saw the track, wet with lumps ol mud raised 
by the feet ol a large, hill-roaming herd of wild elephants that had 
come up from a bath in the waters of some lotus -pond (near by) ( 
and that had very recently departed (by that way) ; it (the track) 
was variegated with bunches of lotuses, together with their fibreB, 
root 3 and (stalks, which were dragged forth by the trunks (ol those 
elephants) ; its line was darkened with the younj; t’altala leaves 
dripping wet •, it was bestrewn at intervals with the buds of the 
Aunuda, the lutalaya, and the Lahlara (varieties of) lotoses which 
the herd had nprooted ; it was scattered over with muddy lotns- 
joots that haa been pulled out of them ; it was overspread with 
twigs of wild trees, that were broken and interspersed with bunches 
of flowers *, it was thickly covered with uprooted wild creepers 
having the bees sitting upon their flowers hovering over them • 
and it was sprinkled over everywhere with the liquid ichor (of 
elephants) that bore the fragrance of newly. blossomed flowers and 
that was as dark as the juice of lama fa leaves. 

(I^ With a suspicion rising in his mind about a reservoir of water 
(being near), he, following the path backwards, went over a certain 
distance by the foot of the KaiUsa mountain. It (foot) was 
covered over with trees which (» whose tops) could only be seen 
by persons with up-raised necks, which at the top had a shape like 
that of a circular umbrella, which consisted mostly of (the varieties 
called) Sarnia, Sala and Sail alt, and which, although dense, 
appeared to be sparse owing to the lack of branches. It was 
covered over with large, yellowish gravel ; as it abounded in rocks, 
there was very little of grass or cop3e-wood ; it was brown with 
the dust of the slabs of nattihi'ila mineral battered with their 
tnaks by wild elephants ; the interstices of its rocks were over- 
grown with the eprays of the pitMnilhtdala plants, spreading 
about in waving lines, that looked as if they were engraved thereon, 
and that were curly like the linear decorations ; its slabs were 
moistened with the jnice constantly exuding from the yuygulu trees 
(grown thereon) ; the stones in it were rendered greasy by the fluid 
bitumen (eili/cte) which dripped down from the peaks (of 
KaiUsa); it was covered over with the dust of orpiment {hartiala) 
powdered by the chisel-like hoofs of horses; it had gold-dust 
scattered about the holes dug out by rats with their-claws ; on the 
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sind thereon were imprinted lines of hoof-prints of the ckaaara 
and mash deer ; it was bestrewn with tofts of the fleece fallen off 
from the ronfu and the rail a la deer; there on the rugged pieces of 
rocks were sitting pairs of yfraS/irsia birds ; at the months of its 
caves were sitting conples of man-like creatures ; it was fragrant 
with the odour of (the stone called) gandhapaxhana ; and therein 
bamboos had grown in the midst of thickets of ace-reeds. In the 
region to the north-east of that very Kailisa mountain, be caught 
sight of a very extensive grove of trees, which looked as if it were 
a bank of clouds weighed down with the load of water (carried by 
them), or a3 if it were the darkness of the nights of the dark half 
of a month amassed there in one heap. And he entered it, being 
a3 it were embraced (as a sign of welcome) by a breeze from water- 
waves, blowing from the front, which bore the sweet smell of the 
pollen of flower*, which was cool from its contact with water, 
which was (charged with) watery spray, and whose touch (therefore) 
was like that of sandal-paste ; and invited by tfce fond notes, 
attractive to the ear, of the swans infatuated with the drinking of 
honey from lotoses. 

fi^-And, on entering, in the rerj centre of that clamp of trees he 
beheld s lake Achchhoda (* clear-wster ’) by name, which was most 
beantifol, and gratifying to the sight. It looked as if it were the 
jewelled mirror of the goddess of beauty of the three worlds, or the 
subterranean crystal chamber of the divine Earth, or the passage 
for the escape of (the waters of) the oceans, or a liquid oozing from 
(all) tfce quarters, or a partial incarnation of tie sky. It looked 
as if it were the mountain Kailisa liquefied, or the Snowy mountain 
(Himalaya) melted, or moon-light rendered fluid, or tfce (white) 
loud laughter of Siva turned to water, or the stock of the merit of 
the three worlds abiding there in the form of a lake, or a number 
of hills of lapis Isivli transformed into water, or an assemblage of 
autumnal clouds poured down in one place after being reduced to a 
watery condition. It looked as if it were the mirror of Varnns 
(the lord of waters). On account of its great limpidity it appeared: 
to be fashioned out of the (pare) hearts of sages, or the virtues of 
good men, or tfce brilliance of deer a eyes, or the glittering lustre 
of pearls. Although it was entirely filled (with water) to all its 
limits, it appeared to be quite empty, as all that happened (or was) 
inside was clearly seen. It looked as though it were being guarded 
by thousands of Indra’s bows (« * , rainbows) that had sprung up 
everywhere, being produced by the thin spray of the waves of water 



168 [pp. 198-200. 

tippled by the breeze. Like god Vishnu who beats inside his billy 
(from which springs a lotust'all the three worlds within, along with 
their collection ol forests, mountains, stars and planets, it bore, 
in its inside with lotuses grown therein all the three worlds 
together with the colleotion of forests, &c., which had entered It 
under the guise of reflections (of all those objects). Its water was 
mixed with the liquid nectar that oozed from the crescent moon, his 
(Siva’s) crest-jewel, as it was violently tossed about when the 
divine Siva, coming down from the adjacent Kailas a mountain, had 
on hundreds of occasions dived in and out (of its waters when 
bathing), — the nectar which looked like a Stream of the loveliness 
dripping down from the cheek of Siva’s left half (i.e. PArvati) as 
it was washed with water. It looked more awe-inspiring on account 
of Us water-regions looking like the (dark) entrances to the netber- 
wotld, their interiors being darkened by the reflections of the 
(dark) groves of tamala trees near its hank. The thick-growing 
beds of blue lotuses therein were avoided hy pairs of eAairocSio 
birds, who, even by day, were afraid of the night having arrived 
(in those parts). Frequently it had its waters hallowed by having 
had the gourd of god BrahmA filled in them. Often had the troops 
ol Valakhilya Sages performed their Twilight tites (on Us bauks). 
Many times had the goddess Savitri, entering its waters, plucked 
oS thousands of lotnies for the worship of the deities. Thousands 
of times had it been consecrated by the group of the seven divine 
sages bathing therein. And always were Us waters rendered holy 
by the SiddAu ladies washing in them their garments made of the 
harks of wish-yielding trees. Its waters were drunk (« taken 
within) by the very expansive, circular, and whirlpool-like navels 
resembling in thape the bow of the shark-bannered god (Haaana) 
drawn to a circle, of the ladies from the harem of Knbera, the lord 
of the Gnhyakas, who came there yearning to sport in its waters. 
In some places the honey ol its lotus-beds was drunk by the swan 
of god Vanina himself; in other places the fall-grown fibres and 
stalks (of its lotuses) were crushed by the quarter-elephants bathing 
therein; in some places the rock slabs on its banks had been 
smashed by Siva’s bull with the ends of his horns ; in other places 
the masses of foam (floating on its aniface) had been tossed hither 
and thither by the buffalo of god Yarns with the ends of his horns j 
and in some places its lotus-beds had been np rooted with hit pestle* 
like tusks by (Indra’a elephant) AirAvata. Like youth, which 
abounds in longings, it was fall of waves. Like a love-sick person, 
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who is decked with bracelets made of lotos-fibres, it was adorned 
with clusters of lotns-fibre?. Lika a great personage, who bears 
(on his body) the visible (physiognomical) marks offish, shark 
tortoise and discos, it bore clearly the signs of (the presence in it 
of) shoals of fish, sharks, and tortoises. Like the deeds of the 
six-faced god KArttikeya, in which is heard the lamentation of the 
wife of (the mountain) KrauScha (pierced by him), it seas one in 
which eonld be heard the notes of female krauneka hirds. Like the 
(story of the) JfaAUk&rata, in which there is (to be read) the 
commotion caused by the (respective) partisans of the families of 
the Pinflavas and the Kanravas, that lake was one in which 
agitation was caused by the wings of flocks of white cranes. Like 
tba time of the chanting of nectar (out of the ocean), when the 
poison (HAlShala) was swallowed by god Siva present on the shore, 
it was one whose water was being drunk by the peacocks on its 
banks. Like the deeds of Krishna in his childhood, in which (on 
the occasion of the killing of the snake Kaliya) Krishna had his 
sport of jumping into the water (of the river Yamuna), from the 
branch, to which he had climbed, of a kadamla tree on its bank, it 
was one in which monkeys enjoyed the sport of jumping into its 
waters after (first) rJimbing upon the brsnches of the kadamba trees 
on its banks. Like the banner of the God of Love, which is 
occupied by (bears the ensign of the figure of) a shark, it was 
inhabited by sharks. Like a heavenly person, who is beautiful 
with his winkless eyes, it was attractive on account of the fish (it 
contained). Like » forest, which has tigers stalking about, it had 
white lotuses blooming in it. Like the race of snakes (in the 
Nether Regions), which is illustrious by (the snakes called) Ananta 
SatapaUra, and Psdma, it looked charming on aceount of the 
innumerable hundred-petaled lotuses (blooming in it). Like the 
army of K*n*a, In which swarms of bees hovered singing around 
(bis elephant) Kavalayipida, it bad clusters of bine lotuses around 
which hovered singing swarms of bees. Like the breasts of Kadru 
(the mother of snakes), from which mouthfuls of milk were sucked 
by thousands of snakes, It was one frcm which monthfnls of water 
were drunk by thousands of elephants. Like the Malaya mountain 
whose forests are cool on account of the sac dal trees (growls* ia 
them), that lake had water as cool as sandal-paste. And, like a. 
faulty logical reason, for which no illustration can be supplied,, 
that lake was one whose limits were beyond the range of sight. 

K. T. 22 
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J24. His fatigue disappeared at the mere sight (of that lake) ; and, 
ns he saw it, be thus thought in his mind — "■ Ah ! My pnteuit of 
that couple of the horse faced (Kisnnaras), although fruitless, has 
borne fruit, inasmuch as I have seen this lake. To-day has been 
obtained in its entirety the froit of my two eyes, t { s . the sight 
of what is ( moat eminently ) sightworthy ; the very end of 
beautiful things has, indeed, been gazed upon ; the furthest 
limit of all that gives delight, seen ; the last bounding line of 
objects that charm the mind, observed ; the culminating point of 
objects that produce joy, witnesse 1 ; and the spot where all the 
eightworthy things exhaust themselves, visualized. (Jleseems) God 
Brahma, who created the liquid nectar when he had already 
produced the water of this lake, rendered his (second) creation 
superfluous as it were. For this water, too, like nectar, is capable 
of gladdening all the (five) senses. (Thus), being exceedingly clear, 
it gives joy to the eye ; being cool, it gives pleasure when touched ; 
being fragrant with lotuses, it gratifies the nose ; being noUy 
with swans, it delights tbs ear ; and, being sweet, it gladdens the 
tongue. And certainly, it must be due to a desire for its (constant) 
sight that the divine Siva, the lord of Purvatl, does not relinquish 
his special liking for residence on (the mountain) KaiUsa. Barely, 
God Vishnu, who wields a discus in his hand, is not properly 
satisfying his longing to sleep in water, Bince, neglecting this lake 
whose water is as fragrant and sweet to taste as nectar, he sleeps 
en the ocean, whose water has a saltish taste and is (therefore) 
offensive. And surely, this lake was not in existence at first, 
since the Earth (fit. the nurse of all creatures), afraid of the blows 
of the snont of th. (oivine) Boar at the time of Universal Destruc- 
tion, entered (i e , hid herself in) the ocean, the whole of whose 
water was quite measured tip by being drunk (or, w as considered as 
sufficient for one draught) by the jar-born sage Agajtya. Other- 
wise, had she become submerged in this great lake, whose water 
is as deep as many fathomless Nether Regions (p n t together), she 
conld not have been caught even by a thousand Gr e »t Boare, much 
less by one (Boar). And surely, (it must b 6 ) by repeatedly 
drawing up email quantities of water from this same lake, that the 
deluging clou is m the occasions of great Untv r;a] Destructions 
flood all the spaces in the universe, darkening the ten directions 
by the showers of Deluge. And I think that what formerly— 
before this world was created-e listed as the watery cosmos, 
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haring the form of Brahma's Egg, that same, having rolled itself 
into a mass, is lying here under the gnise of this lake.” 

/2.S-- "While he was tins reflecting, he arrived at its southern bank, 
where he got down from his horse. It (the southern bank) was 
mostly lined with sand, roughened by being mixed with broken 
pieces of stones ; many beautiful, phallus-shaped idols of Stva, 
made of taud, were lying there, worshipped with numerous white 
lotuses plucked by the Vidyadbaras with their stalk9 (from the 
lake); it was beautified with red lotuses that lay scattered about 
from the water of worship offered by Arundha:! to the sun. there 
water-dwelling beings (mermaids) were enjoying the sunshine, 
fitting on the rocky surfaces near the bank ; and, as it was in the 
vicinity of KaiUsa, it was marked with the imprints of the line 
of footsteps of the company of the Holy Mothers (attendant on 
§iva) that came there to bathe ; there the scattered a«hes indicated 
that troops of Siva's Ganas (attendants), coming up from their 
bath, had performed their ashes-besmearing rite there; it was 
sprinkled with a stream of ichor that had dripped from the temple* 
region of GaneSs when he had gone in for bis bath ; and there, on 
account of the very large foot-prints, one could infer (that it was) 
the track by which Pirvati’s thirsty lion had defended. Having 
got down (from the horse), Chandrapfda took off the saddle from 
Indrayudha. When he (the horse) had rolled (for a while) on the 
ground and then got up, and had eaten a fa w mouthfuls of grass, he led 
him down into the lake When the horse had drank water and bathed 
at his pleasure, the prince brought him out ; taking off his hrldte, he, 
with the golden chain tied two of his (attached to the reins) 
forholding in the hand, legs to a branch at the root (of a 
tree that grew near by ; ha ( next ) threw before him a few 
mouthfuls of the blades of the durra gra»s from the banks of 
the lake, which ( grass ) he cut with his dagger ; and then 
he once again went down Into the water. Then, having 
washed his two hands, like a chatata bird he took • food which 
consisted (solely) of water ; like a e\alracSla bird, be tasted bits o! 
lotus-fibres , like the cold-rayed moon, who touches lotuses with the 
tips of his rays, he touched lotuses with hi3 fitgers ; like a snake, 
he welcomed (with delight) the breezes from the waves of the 
waters j like a person suffering from the wounds of Cupid's arrows, 
he placed on his bosom leaves of lotuses by way of an upper 
garment ; and, like a wild elephant who»e trunk is decked witVltj 
tip wet with spray, he had hia hand adorned with a lotcs wet with 
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Bprsy » and (in this condition) he emerged from the waters of the- 
lake. Then, on a dab of stone which was surrounded by a bower 
of creepers, he prepared a bed of lotus-leaves, which were cool' 
because he had but recently out them off, which were wrapped about 
with lotus-fibres, and whioh were covered with small drops of 
water ; rolling his npper garment into a ball-like shape, he placed- 
it under his head, and laid himself down (on the bed). 'When he 
had rested lor a while, he heard, coming up from the region of the- 
northern bank of that lake, a sound of superhuman music, charming 
to hear and blended with the chime of the chords of the ; it- 
was first heard by Indr&yudha, who (on bearing it) had dropped tha 
mouthlul (of grass he was chewing), whoso oars wore motionless, 
and who was facing it (f.e. the direction It came from) with his 
neck nplifted. When he heard U, a curiosity was aroused in him 
as to whence the sound of music could arise in that region which 
was not frequented by human beings. So- be got up from his bed 
of lotus-leaves, and directed his eye towards that very direction 
which was indicated by the coming of the strain ; but ou account 
of the very great distance of the region, he could not discern, 
anything, although he strained hie eyes with great effort and gated, 
on; he only heard, ceaselessly, that same sound of music Being 
overcome with outiosity, he decided to start (for that place) as he 
was desirous of finding out the source of that sound of music. 
(So) he ssddled Indrayudhe, got upon him, and started forth 
taking that very sound of singing for the goal (of his journey)- 
the way being pointed out to him by the wild deer, although not 
asked (by him to do it), who had already started before him 
(in that direction), musio being (so very) dear to them; and 
he rode along the western lice of the forest on the bank of that lake 
which (line) was full of the sweet fragrance of the tremulous’ 
blossoms of the Saptaehchhada, the Bakula, the £la, and the 
Lacamga (plants), and of the Lavali creepers, which (line) was noisy 
with the humming of swarms of bses, and which was dark with the 
tan&la trees (growing in it);~as though it were a line of ichor (from 
the temples) of quarter-elephants, which has a sweet fragrance. like 
that of the tremulous blossoms of the Saplaehehkada, etc., which Is 
(also) noisy with the humming, etc., and which is dark like the 
tancla trees. 

I 2 ** And afterwards, when Indue course he reached that place, 
be saw there a tenautless holy shrine sacred to th 8 divine kiv» 
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(the trident-wielder), situated on a piece of ground at the foot 
of an o2-shoot of KuU»i Chandraprabba [ * Hoou-bright ' ] by 
name, which, standing on the western bank of that lake, was 
whitening all that region by its InstrB bright like moonlight. (On 
his way) Ohandraptda was welcomed (with’ joy) by the pleasant, 
holy breezes from Kailisa, which blew towards him from the 
■front (like a person coming to receive one from the front) j which 
had heaviness produced in them by (their carrying) clusters of 
■drops of water from limpid streams ; which tore in pieces the 
barks of the Ihvrja trees ; whieh wafted bits of foam frotn the 
rumination of Sira’s ball; which (on their way) had kissed the 
crest of the peacock belonging to the six-faced god KArttikeya ; 
which had the obstinate desire to canse the tender leaves, worn 
by PSrvatS on her ears as ornaments, to wave; which bad a 
longing for tossing about the lotoses worn on their ears by the 
ladi-s of the Northern Korn country ; which had shaken the 
■la Hola trees ; which had caused the falling (on the ground) of the 
pollen of the blossoms of the natxarxt trees ; and which were such as 
had remained after what was drunk of them by Vasuki when 
distressed (languid) by being tied by Siva around his matted hair. 
The shrine was surrounded on all sides by trees, which were (all) 
green like emeralds : which were charming on account of the sweet 
eooingi of the hatha birds ; the full-grown bnds of which were 
pierced by the roving blfitljantja birds with their claws ; the tender 
new foliage of ths mango-trees in whieh was eaten by flocks of 
iorpasrioned cuckoos; the full-blown mango-blossoms wherein 
resounded with awtrms of Intoxicated bees ; wherein the spronts 
of pepper plants were nibbled by the Ohakora birds (the Greek 
psrtridgei) without any fear (of disturbance) ; wherein the fruit* 
-of pippali (long pepper) plants were devoured by iapinjala birds, 
tawny with heaps of the pollen of ehanpala flowers (fallen on 
th-»f wings) ; wherein sparrows had given birth (to broods of 
•young ones) in nests built iu dense (gioves of) pomegranate tree* 
.groaning under (bent down with) the heavy load of their frnit j 
wherein leaves ol palm-trees were shaken being struck with their 
palms by troops of nimble moukejs playing about (on them) ; and 
wherein flowers were felled down {as they were ctrock) by the 
sides of the wings of pigeons angrily quarrelling among themselves. 
Tbe tops of tbo«o trees were occupied by starling* variegated by 
.(being «3veitd with) a mass of the pollen of flowers; they 
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abounded with frnits from which pieces had been broken off by~ 
hundreds of parrots with the tips of their olaws and beaks } 
therein groves of the la-mila trees were resounding with the notes 
of ehatala birds which, in their simplicity, had been desirous of 
obtaining water from [the dark' trees which they mistook for] 
clouds and had been deceived therein ; therein the coils of laealt 
creepers were swinging up and down, as their sprouts were chewed 
ofl by young elephants ; the bunches (of flowers) on them were 
scattered (or tossed) about by being struck with the wings of 
pigeons infatuated with fresh youth and lurking in them ; the 
trees were fanned by the tender leaves of plantain-trees shaken by 
the gentle breezes ; therein groves of cocoa-nut palms were bent 
down with a load of frnits growing densely on them ; they were 
surrounded by betel-nut palms whose folded leaves had not yet 
attained inll growth ; therein clusters of date-palm fruits were 
pierced through with their beaks by birds without being prevented 
(by anybody) ; the spaces between the trees were resounding with 
the sweet notes of peahens nttering cries through hilarity ; they 
looked uneven on account of clusters of innumerable buds ; at 
intervals, the spaces of the sandy soil at their roots were washed 
over by the streams flowing from the Kailasa mountain ; they 
bore on them a thick foliage which was extremely delicate, and 
which, looking (reddish) like a clatter of the palms of sylvan 
nymphs, appeared as if it had been sprinkled over with handfuls 
of liquid alaltala dye j the roots of those trees were occupied by 
flocks of tbe cAuwarJ deer, pleased with (their having recently 
devoured) mouthfuls of (the leaves of) the granthipar7iala ; and they 
mostly comprised of the larpira and the aguru varieties. Like 
Indr&’s bows (i. «. rainbow,), which lie on olouds, those trees were 
thickly planted. Like moon-lotuses, whose *insides are cool on 
account of the rays of the sun not being allowed entrance therein, 
the trees had their inner regions of space cool as the rays of the 
sun found no entrance therein. Like the armies of Dasaratha’s 
ion, Rima, whose flanka were guarded by (the monkey-chiefs called) 
Afijana, NiU, and Kala, the outlying regions of those trees were 
surrounded by (the trees called) Anjana, A’ffa, and A'afa. Like 
big mansions wherein dwell pigeons, the trees had monkyes 
residing in them. Like ascetics living in ttmr own houses, who - 
have cane-seats near them, the trees contained within them (the 
varieties called) Fitra and A tana. Like the (eleven) Budra-gods, 
whose waists are girt round with ereeper-like enakea, the middles 
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'of the stems) of those trees were encircled by the nayfl creepers. 
Like the sandy shoals of the ocean, on which duster of the sprouts 
of coral growths lie about thickly, the trees hid cluster* of the 
tendrils of creepers with tender leaves growing thickly on them. 
Like the waters used at the coronation ceremony, which are full 
of the leaves, fruits and flowers of (the ten plants collectively 
known as) the tartauthaihi, the trees were fall of the leaves,, 
frnits and flowers of all kinds of plants. Like picture-h rases 
which are decorated with hnadreds of birds, ornamental figures and 
pictures painted in diverse colours, those trees were adorned witL 
hundreds of birds having many-hued and beautiful w.ngs. Like the 
Kauravas, who were served by the Br&hmana, Drona (sun of 
Bhaiadrija), the trees were resorted to by the birds called 6-Va<-a<£> 
rc ija. Like the beginnings of great battles, in which excellent 
warriors draw forth their arrows, the trees drew («. e. attracted) 
towards them the bees by means of the Pumniga trees Like 
huge elephants, who touch the surface of the ground by the 
tuft of hair of the long tail, the trees touched the surface of the 
ground by means of their low-hanging sprouts (or, the trees had 
the ground underneath them touched by the low-hanging ofT-shoots 
of the Bala trees). Like vigilant kings who have many detach- 
ments of army stationed on their borders, the trees had on their 
skirts numerous brushwood thickets. Like mail clad p. rsous, 
whose bodies are covered with a (ste 1) cost of mail (dark) like a 
swarm of bees, the trees had their bodies coveted with a coat of mail 
in the form of the (dark) swarms of bees. Like persons about to- 
weigh* (gold, &c.), who now and then touch with their fingers the 
guiija berries, therein the g*njS berries were touched bv the 
fingers of the bands of monkeys. Like the bedsteads of kings, 
whose bottoms are ‘characterized by pedestals (shaped) like the 
feet ut a lion, the trees had tho ground underneath marked with the 
footprints of lions. Like persons engaged in the p-rfo rmar.ee of 
the five-fold (fire-) penance, who are surrounded by a circle of fires 
with blazing flames, the trees were amronnded by flocks of peacocks 
having their tails upraised (in joy). Like persons consecrated for 
sacrifices, who scratch themselves (when necessary) by means of the 
horns of spotted antelopes, the trees were nsed by spotted antelipes 

* With tbs reading axrv'fkg^: — » Like men about to -t* » on an 
expedition, w bo cause drama to be gently struck with fingers by men 
(dm mm era)’. 
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■for scratching their horns against. Like old aiges living in their 
■own homes, who have around them troops of young hoys wearing 
matted hair, the trees had fibeons roots and also numerous water- 
Taasins (around the roots) And, like magicians, who rob the eye 
of proper vision, they gratified the eyes (of the beholder). 

*^1 He entered it, his body being rendered white (waile entering) 
by the pollen from the insides of the ietolt blossoms f ill i n g on all 
sides being tossed by the hreeie, as though he were being forcibly 
made to observe the vow of (besmearing the body with white) 
ashes, for being fit to visit Siva, or as if he were being covered 
with the (white, » e. pare) merit of (^accruing to him from) entering 
the holy temple; and ha beheld a four-faced (idol of) g°'l Siva, 
whose feet are sainted by all the three worlds and wh« is the 
parent of ail things, movable and immovable, stationed on the floor 
of a crystal-shrine having four pillars. It (the idol) had been 
worshipped with the pure, white lotuses from the celrstial Oanget, 
■which (lotuses) were recently pluoked and were (tha'efore) quite 
■wet, with drops of water falling from tbeir petals ; they 1 «>ked as 
if they were the pieces of the moon’s orb ripped in th*ir upper 
part, or at if they were the piecos of Sira's n«n a(f« (load) 
■laughter, or as if they were the pieces of tne hoods of the (snake- 
king) Sesha, or as if they were the fall brothers of (Visl.n »*<■ conch) 
PSBohsjsnya j they were in chape like the heart of tb« Milky Ocean, 
and they imparted (to that idol) the beauty of (possessing) a orown 
of pearls. And it (the idol) had its phallus made of pme pearl- 
slab (crystal). 

And therein he saw a maiden who had taken the vow of (the 
■worship of) Sira, seated, feeing the Idol, before its southern image, 
having assumed the Erahnamna posture. By means of the mass 
■of the (white) lustre of her body— wh ch was great in expanse; 
which flooded tie spaces of all the quarter* ; wlrch w*« white like 
the surging waters of the Milky Oo&o toned about *t the time of 
Universal Destruction ; which wss, as it w.»re, the store of her 
penances accumulated for a long time, spreading about, and which, 
havirg gathered into a mass, was Uieaming through ibe spaces 
between the trees, like the water of the Ganges— she was turning all 
tbit region, together with its hills and forri'a, in'o one of ivory# 
« it were, whitening the Kail&sa m.iuntaiu la quite a n«w way ; 
and, by main* of that lustre entering the Inside of the beholder by 
the way of bis B ye, she war, as it were, miking even bia mini white. 
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As her body was surrounded by (a halo of) exceedingly white 
brilliance, her limb) could only be seen indistinctly, as if she were 
seated inside a crystal house, or had immersed in a mixture of 
milk and water, or were Teiled with a white piece of china- silk 
cloth, or transferred (as a reflection) to the surface of a 
miner, or hidden behind a bank of autumnal (is., white) clouds. 
She seemed to have been created solely out of the quality of 
whiteness as it were, without baring recourse to the numerous 
materials for creating the (human) body, formed of the fire chief 
elements (ris cl»v, water, fire, wind and ether), and consisting of 
tangible (materia!) substances. She looked as if she were (the 
personification ofj the sacrifice of Ssksha, come to Siva, being 
afraid of bring seised by tbebsir by his fnrions attendants (Ganas); 
or ltati, who had undertaken the propitiation of Siva for the sake 
of the body of (her lord) Madana ; or the presiding deity of the 
Milky Ocean, attracted (to that spot) by her longing for (a eight 
of) the lunar digit on Sira’s head, with whom she was familiarly 
acquainted on amount of both haring (formerly) lived together. 
She 1 >oked as if she were the orb of tbe moon, come to (the three- 
eyed) goi Str* for protection, being afraid of Rahn ; or tbe 
complexion of tbe body of Air&rata, come there on being remem- 
bered by (tbe blasV-necked) god Siva, who had a longing for 
wrapp ng himnlf up in elephant's skin* or the brilliance of the 
laugher of S-va’s southern face, remaining there (in a visible mass) 
after having come forth from it ; or tbe embodied splendour of 
Siva’s act of besmearing himself a]] over with ashes ; or moonlight, 
manifesting its.lt (in an embodied shape), come there for the work 
of removing the blackness from Siva’s neck. She looked as if she 
were the purity of Piirvaii's mind, in mu embodied fora ; or the 
embodied perfumance of Kirttikeya’s vow of celibacy; or the 
splendour of the body of Siva’s bull, stationed there separate (from 
bis body) ; or th> luxuriant ontput of the blossoms of the trees near 
that shrine, cmij there for perronally worship] ing Siva; or the 
■uci.-e*sfQl achievement of Drahma’a austerities, come down to the 
earth (from hts c-!estial abode) ; or the (white, f.s. pure) fame of 
-the Pr*jtp»tis of the Krita Age, resting there after being fatigned 
with its wan hiring through the seven worlds • or the three Vedas, 
betaking to a for<j*t-r«-iid 8 n:e in grief for the overthrow of Dharma 
.(Reltgio*.) in the K»li Age j or the gera, reuainang there in the 
form of » young lady of that fTnfa Ago which is to come 5 ortho 
-embodied splendour of the spiritual contemplation of the sages. She 
T. 13 
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looked as if ike were a troop of celestial elephants fallen there owing' 
to their (extreme) speed in coming down to the Heavenly Ganges; or 
the beauty of Kail&sa, fallen there beiDg shaken off when it was 
uprooted by the ten-faced Havana ; or the Splendour of the White 
Continent, visiting that place out of a curiosity to see other' 
continents ; or the splendour of the blossoming of kas'a flowers, 
awaiting (there the advent of) the tarai season ; or the sheen 
of the body of (the snake-king) Sesha, which had left the Nether' 
Regions and made its appearance (there); or the complexion of 
the body of the pestle- weaponed warrior Bala-Rama, dropped off 
(in that place) owing to the fatigue caused by the swaying motion 
(of his body) when he was intoxicated with wine ; or the collection 
of the bright halves of a-month all massed together in one 
heap. She looked as If all the swans had bestowed on her 
portions of (their own) whiteness; or as if she had sprung forth 
from the heart of Dharma (Religion), or as if she were carved out 
of a conch, or extractsd from a pearl, or as if her limbs were 
formed ol lotus-fibres, or as if she were created with flakes of 
ivory, or as if she were washed with the brushes made of moon’s • 
rays, or overlayed with applications of white ehunan, or whitened 
with balls of nectar foam, or laved in atreams of liquid mercury, 
or cleansed with molten silver, or carved out of the lunar orb, 
or decked with the brilliant 1nstre9 of the lutaja, the kunia, and 
the tindhvvira flowers : (in short) she was, as it were, the acme of 
whiteness. Her head was ndoraed with matted locks, which hung 
down on her shoulders ; which were as it were created out of the 
brightness of the morning rays taken off 'from the disc of 
the sun Testing on the skirt of the Rising mountain ; which were 
tawny like the lambent gleam of flashing lightning ; and which, 
as they had drops of water clinging to them here and there on 
account of her recent bath, looked as though they had, sticking to 
them, the dust of ashes when she made her bow at Siva’s feet. On 
her head she wore, set ia her thick matted hair, a (miniatnle) pair 
of £>iva'a feet made of jewels and marked with his name (engraved 
on them). Her broad forehead was decorated with ashes\ white 
like the powder of stars pounded to dust by the hoofs of the (horses 
of the sun’s chariot ; and thus she looked as if she were a slope 
' of the Himalaya mountain with the lunar digit clinging t<j & Vocky 
sla on its summit. She was surveyin'; Swa, the lard at ttatAwtet, 
with a gaze which was full of exceeding devotion, which' was 
directed towards the phallus, and which appeared like a second 



179 


pp. 313-813. ] 

garland of white lotuses (put on that idol). She was bathing 
tho lord of PArvatl, for the second time, as it were, with the 
extremely bright rays of her teeth that were coming out of her 
month, owing to the throbbing of her lower lip during her cease- 
less einging, and that seemed as if they were — iu an embodied 
form— the rays of her pure heart, or the excellences of hef song, 
or its (pare) notes, or the (holy) syllables of that (hymn of) praise. 
Her neck was encircled by a rosary of beads formed of pearls 
as large as the frnits of the inalati tree ; which were so Ter 7 
white (and pure) that they appeared *3 if they were the (pure) 
meanings of tha Vedas in bodily form, taken out of the mouth of 
Brahmi (as he wa 3 reciting them), or as if they were the syllables 
of the (holy) GSyatri aantra that had formed themselves into a 
wreathed shape, or as if they were the seeds extracted from the 
white lotus grown from Vishnu's navel, or as if they were the 
seven celestial sages come there in the form of stars, wishing to 
purify themselves by the touch of her hand ; and therefore she 
looked as if she were tha fall-moon night wherein the lanar orb is 
surrounded by a halo. By reason of her two breasts resembling in 
shape the ronnd akall on Siva's head with its top turned down- 
wards and which shone like two kalsiat placed at the door of Halshx 
(Absolntion), she looked as if she were the white («.«., celestial) 
Ganges possessing only one pair of swans (in its waters). In 
place of an upper garment she had worn & bark-scarf of a heavenly 
(wish-yitlding) tree which appeared as thocgb it were made of 
(the hair from) the mane of Pirvati’a lion, which in shape was as 
attractive as a chatcrit , and tie knot of which was tied between 
her two breasts. Her body was sanctified by (her wearing) a circular 
holy thresd, which looked as if It were a string of the rays of the 
moon serving as (Sira’s) crest-jewel, obtained as a favour from 
that odd-eyed deity. Her hips were covered with a silken robe 
which hang low as far as her feet, and which, althongh naturally 
white, w»s then tinged red by coming in contact with the (red) 
lustre of the soles of her feet turned upwards in tha firahniiaxa 
postnre. She was waited upon even by yonth, which made its 
appearance in due season and was passionless and well regulated, 
as by a disciple, who approaches (his teacher) at his fixed hour, is 
free from passions, and hamble. By loveliness, too, bright in 
appearance, she was embraced, as if it had accumulated religion* 
merit. By beauty, also, with charming eyes and without (its 
attendent) rashness, she was attended, as if it were a domestic deerr 
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-with bright eyes and wit boat its quick flights (from human so-iety). 
Bhe was playing on an ivory late, which Uy on her lap M if It 
were her daughter, with her right hand, the fingers of wbiah were 
filled with rings made of email conch-pieces ; which was white on 
account of the ashes which remained behind (i. e. etook to it) 
when ehe made the (holy) tripuTldraka mark (on her forehead) ; 
to the wrist of which were tied pieces of conches ; and which, 
as it bristled with the (fhooting) rays of her nails, appta'ed as if 
it were holding an ivory lnie-stick (for playing on the lute). 
-She looked as if she were the science of Music in corporeal form. 
She was surrounded by her own images, lnte in hand, redacted in 
the jewel-columns of that ehrme, which Seemed as if they 
were her female companions with lntes, similar to herself (in age, 
beauty, etc) and leaning against the posts of the shrine. Asher 
reflection was transferred into the phallus wet with the (re-ent) 
hath, aho seemed to have as it were entered the heart of Siva 
propitiated by her extreme devotion. She was waiting upon that 
three-eyed deity (Siva), singing a song to the accoinpiniment of 
her lute ; like a pearl -necklace, which is wo in in close contact with 
'the neck, that song was issuing out of her throat : like the 
planetary system, which is fixed round the pole-star (as it* pivot), 
that song had within it a fixed verse as its harden ; like en angry 
lady, the complexion of whose face turns red, that song < poued 
with words which were fall of devotion ; like ao intoxicated 
woman, who rolls about her doll eye-balls, that song had its Iow- 
pitohed and high-pitched notes long dwelt upon; like a detiriooj 
woman, who fiequeatly claps her hands, that song was played wj.th 
many (». e. varying) markings of time; and, like the /’uicaffiira.jntl 
philosophy, which is replete with many Bkaomat (incentives to 
the performance of rites), that song was full of many IShai^mS • 
(emotional changes). The music *-f her lute, blended with he{.- own 
singing, was being listened to by wild animals, such as deer, I hogi, 
monkeys, elephants, $'ambhai, lions and others, forming thenji 18 lrei 
into circles and with motionless oars, who being attracted thLre by 
that extremely charming music seemed as if ih-y were practising 
yogit contemplation. She looked as if she were the River (d angel) 
-of the Immortals, descended (upon the Earth) from thfc »ky. 
Jjike the speech of a person conseorated for a sacrifice, whiobljs not 
.Frikfifa (that of the common people, i is Bstmi yita-^gram- 
xnaticaUy pure', she appeared to be no ordinary human being (i.*., 
she was celestial). Bha was lustrous, as was tba thin, long tip of the 



181 


pp. 214-215. ] 

arrow of Siva, the Destroyer of the three Cities. Like a person 
who, haring drank nectar, feel* no thirst (for water), *he had 
become free from (all worldly) desires. Like the lonsr digit on 
fiiTa's head, in which there is no redness, she had no passion in 
her. Like the mass of water of the ocean before it was churned 
(for nectar), which w*s clear inside (or, which then contained wine 
inside), she was tranquil (or, pleased) in her heart. Like a style of F 
composition which is free from componnded words and ia which 
(therefore) there ccsur no Dtindra compounds, she was unaffected 
by pairs of opposites (snch as heat and cold, pleasure and pain, 
etc.). Like the doctrine of the followers of Buddha, which* 
recognizes no material substratum (for onr cognitions), she was 
unattended by any chapsrons (or, was without support). Like- 
Sita, who had to enter the fire (as an ordeal), she had obtained an- 
insight into (the real nature of) the Supreme Light ((.*. Rrahuan).. 
Like one who is skilled in the art of gambling and has mastered 
the secret of (manipulating) dice, she possessed a mind which had- 
subjugated all the senses. Like the Earth, whoso mass is composed 
of water (or, of solid substances), she had supported her body on > 
water (alone). Like the aspeot of the morning on a day in the 
wintry season, whioh (bring misty) obscures the sunshine, she had 
drank In sunshine (as part of her five-fold penance). Like a verse 
in the drya metre, which contains syllabic instants suited to its 
pauses and its feet, she possessed (only such) belongings as were - 
fit for the brotherhood of ascetics. She was sitting, motionless, 
as if she were drawn in a picture. She covered the surface of the 
ground by the lustre of her body, as if she were made wholly of 
rajs. She was without attachment (to worldly things), without 
vanity, and without jealousy. Her form was not of human mould,* 
Being celestial, the (exact) measure of her age eonld not be known* 
still, she appeared as if aha were not more than eighteen years old. 

Then he dismounted, and, having tied his horse to the branch of - 
a tree, approached and sainted the three-eyed god (S'iva) with 
devotion; and again he gazed on that same celestial lady, with • 
eyes the eyelashes whereof had forgotten to wink, and which were 
steadfastly riveted on that object of sight (i.e., tbe lady). And' 
as wonder sprang np in him at the exhuberanee of her beauty, and 

serene and bright appearance, these thoughts arose in hi* mind ; 

“ Ah | How do various incidents take place in the ease of beings * 
it this world, coming upon them without bring thought of («’.#. mi 
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- expec'edly) 1 Thus — While out a-hanting, I on the spur of the 
moment followed vainly that couple of horse-faced kimnarai, and 
saw this moat enchanting region, inaccessible to human beings and 
fit to be the resort of the denizens of heaven ; here, too, while 
looking out for water, I saw a lake which captivates one's heart 
and whoso water is used (for their ablations) by tho Siiihat ; 
while resting on its shore-line, I heard music which could not he 
of human origin ; and while I followed that, I saw this celestial 
damsel, whose eight it is not easy for (us) mortals to obtain. For 
I have no doubt as to her being celestial. Her very form makes 
one infer that she is not a mortal; moreover, how can anch 
excellent notes of music be produced in the world of mortals ? 
Therefore, if she does not suddenly vanish from the range of my 
sight, or does not mount the peak of Kailisa, or fly up above into 
the sky , then I will approach her and ask her as to who she is, 
and what her name is, and why she has taken upon herself this 
vow in her prime of youth, and all such things. There is very 
great room here for wonders.” Having thus resolved, he sat down 
by the side ol a pillar in that same crystal Bhrine, and stayed there 
awaiting the time of the end of her song, 

1*7 Then, with her lute silenced at the close of her song, that 
maiden, resembling a lotus-plant in which tho sweet hum of bees 
is no longer beard, rose, and having circumambulated S'iva keeping 
him to the right, bowed down to him. Then taming round, she 
spoke to Ohandrkpids, encouraging him, as it were, with her 
glance naturally white and confident by the power of penance, 
as if thereby (by that glance) touching him with holy merits, or 
washing him with the waters of holy streams, or sanctifying him 
with religious austerities, or bestowing purity on him, or granting 
him boons, or making him holy (all over). (Bbe said)—” Welcome 
to the guest * How did Tour Honour happen to come to this 
region? Weil, please arise and come and receive the hospitality 
due to a guest.” When she had thue addressed him, he. considering 
himself favoured by her merely speaking to him, got up; and, 
having reverently bowed to her, said—” Noble lady, as yon bid 
and, thus showing his modesty, he followed her like a disciple , , 

she went on. And on his way he deliberated thus (in his mind): 

“It Is indeed a matter for joy that ehe did not vanish (from my 
light) When the taw me. Cariosity has arisen in my heart with the 
hope of asking her a question (about herself). A nd since I clearly 



see that her behaviour is so coble and so exceedingly courteous, 
even when she possesses a heavenly loveliness, rar© among ascetic- 
folk, I think that, on being petitioned by me, she vronld sarely 
relate to me all her history.” Having come to this conclusion, he 
went on for something like a hundred paces, when he saw a cave. 
Its front part was darkened by tanala trees which, growing very 
dense, made it appear as if it were night-time even when it was 
day. Its environs were vocal with the sound of the music of intoxi- 
cated bees gently humming in bowers of creepers with flowers in 
foil bloom A mist was being produced around it by the streams 
of waters falling down from a very great height and foaming as 
they rose up after having dashed against the white racks (at the 
bottom), which (streams) were shattered by the ridges of sharp- 
pointed stones, which sent forth a lond roar, and from which was 
scattered all around a shower of watery spray as cool as enow. 
Owing to the rivulets, white like snow, or pearl-necklaces, 
or Siva’s laughter, falling downwards cn both its sides, that cave 
appeared as if it possessed a number of waving (white) ehowrie* 
hnng on (each aide of) its entrance. Inside it were placed a 
number of jewelled ascetic’s water-pots. In one corner of it hung 
the yojapattikS (garment used at the time of meditation). It had 
in it, hanging from the top of a swing (or, branching rod), a pair of 
clean shoes made of the fibres of coco-not frnits. In one part of 
it was lying a bed of bark-cloth grey with the ashes dropped from 
the body (of the maiden). There lay in it an alms-bowl made of 
couch, which looked as if it were the lnnar orb cut (into that 
shape) with a chisel ; and close by lay a gourd for keeping holy 
ashes. Obandripida eat down on a rock-slab near its mouth ; and 
when, after having (first) deposited her lute near the head of her 
bark-conch, that maiden brought in water for worship, taken from 
the stream in a leafy cup, and approached him, he said to her 
“ Away with putting yourself to very great trouble. Enough of 
showing me too much favour. Revered lady, please cease (showing 
me) this extreme regard. Even the mere sight of you, destroying 
as it does all sin, is like the holy dghaaartAana hymn able to 
purify (the beholder). Please (now) ait down.” And being 
repeatedly pressed by her, he accepted, with his head bent very 
low and with due respect, all that worship doe to a guest (which 
she offered). 

Cy Questioned by her, remaining silent for a short while after 
she had offered him hospitality and sat down on another stone- 
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il&b, he, in dno order, narrated to her everything, beginning with 
hie world-conquest and (ending with) hie arrival there owing to 
his incidental pursuit of a klmnara couple. When she had heard 
all that account, the damsel got up, and taking her alms-bowl, 
walked about under those trees near the temple 5 in a short 
time her alms-vessel became filled with fruits which fell la it 
spontaneously (from oS the trees). She then came back and asked 
Ohandrapida to use (enjoy) those fruits. Thereupon the thought 
arose in his mind: — “There is nothing, in sooth, that cannot 
ha achieved by religions austerities. (For) what can be more 
wonderful than this, thst even these non-sentient trees should stow 
their favour towards this divine damsel by giving her fruits as if 
they were sentient beings ? This is a wonderful thing beheld by? 
me, (such as was) never seen before." Being thus filled witb 
additional wonder, he got np and brought IndrSyndha to that place ; 
taking oft his saddle, he tied him not very far (from the cave). 
Qe then petformei the act of bathing in the water of a streamy, 
ato those fruits which tasted as sweet as liquid ambrosia, and drank 
the water of a fountain, cool as snow. He then performed the 
A'cbamana (sipping of water), and rested In a corner for a space of 
time, during which that damsel also attended to har repast of 
water, fruits and roots (of plants). 

l£1 When she had thus taken her meal and finished the rites, 
proper to he done at evening, she sat at ease on a stone slab 
whereupon Ohandripida, approaching quietly, sat down at no great 
distance ; and, after waiting for a short while, thus addressed her 
courteously: — “Noble lady, the levity, which is natural to (us)> 
mortals and which is stirred up by my onriority encouraged by 
having secured your favour, now forcibly impels me to the act of 
asking you questions, although I do not wish (to do so). For, 
even the slightest favour shown by the master produces boldness 
in an impatient person (his servant). Even a small fraction of 
time, spent in staying in the same place (with another person) 
produces familiarity (between the two). The acc-ptance of even th£ 
least hospitality (from a stranger) produces good fe-Ung There- 
fore, if it won’t osuse you much pain, then I r onld like myself 
to.be favourei by jonby telling it to me; (for) ever since I saw yon,, 
very great, indeed, has been my curiosity in this matter. What i* 
that family of gods, or of sages, or of Gandharvas, or of Yakshas, 
or of Apsarasas, that your ladyship has favoured by being born in? 
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And what nay ha the reason of yonr taking a vow at such a youth- 
ful age, which ia delicate like a flower 9 "Where this (young) age, 
and where (i e., how incompatible with it is) this (serene) form 1 
Where this transcendent loveliness, and where (».» , how contrary) 
this tranquillity of the senses ! Ail this appears, therefore, to me 
as something (quite) wonderful. For what reason do you dwell 
here all alone m this forest, devoid of human b-ing», having given 
up celestial hermitages, which are so easily to be found in the world 
of gods and which are frequented by numerous giddhas and Sldhyas 
(semi-divine beings) ? And bow comts this (fit what sort of thing 
is this), that your body possesses a u:h supremo whiteness, although 
composed of those very (well-known) five chief Elements ? I have 
never seen or heard of such a thing anywhere else before. (So) 
please satisfy my curiosity. May your ladyship tell me all (about 
it) 7 ’. When thus addressed in these words »ae remained quiet for 
a short while, seeming inwardly to bo reflecting on something ; 
then, heaving a sigh, sho began to weep silently, w»th eyes closed, 
shedding very big tears ; which seemed to be issuing out is 
if taking with tfiem the in-lying purity of her heart, to be 
as it were showering down the piety of her sen«es, to be as it were 
dropping the trickling liquid of her (pure) penance, and to bo as it 
were liquefying and pouring forth th9 whiteness that belonged to 
her eyes • which were extremely white ; which trickled down her 
fair, broad cheek* ; whose tremulons fill resemhlec that of tae 
pearl? falling off from a broken necklace j which formed the:n«elve« 
in a continuous lino of drops ; and which gave ri?e to thin sprav as 
they dashed against the tips of her breasts covered with a bark- 
garment. 

Seeing her crying, Cbaudrjpida thought the very moment (as 
follows): — *■ Oh, the irresistibility of visitations of calamities 1 
—since taey possess (overtake) even a form like this, not deaervic" 
to be assailed (by difSculties). Surely it is not that troubles visit 
not any embodied creature. Mighty, indeed, is the operation of the 
pairs of opposites (in this world). By her shedding tears, there is 
this another, additional and very great, curiosity now tUeu ia my 
mina ; for it cannot be fcv a very trifling cause of grief that forms 
like these are brought under its sway (i very great indeed must 
be the cause of their grief)* the Earth shakes not, indeed, when 
struck by the fall of ordinary lightning With his curiosity thus 
heightened, he looked upon himself as an offender, S3 it were s nco 
K. T. 24 
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he had become the cause of her being pat in mind of her grief ; so 
he got np, and from the stream brought in, with hie joined hollowed 
•palms, water for washing the fane with. Although tho flow of her 
tears still continued unabated, she, on being pressed by him, washed 
her eyes whose insides had now become slightly red (owing to her 
weeping), and then, wiping her face with the hem of her bark- 
garment, and heaving a deep, hot sigh, slowly replied (to him') (as 
follows): — “ Prince, what is the good of hearing this story, unfit 
to be heard, of the renunciation (of the world) by me, very cruel- 
hearted, unlucky and sinful from birth ? Still, if you feel so very 
curious, I will relate it. Please listen. 

Ol This must have probably come within the range of the ears of 
you, always ardently devoted to doing good — that in the world of 
gods there are certain damsels going by the name of Apsarasah. 
Thero aro fourteen families of them. One was born from the mind 
of the lotus-born god Brahm& ; another was produced from the 
Vedas , another sprang from Fire; another originated from Wind; 
another arose from the water of the ocean when it was being 
churned ; another sprang from water; another issued forth from 
the rays of the sun ; another came out from the rays of the moon } 
another rose up from tho Euth; another arose from lightnings; 
another was cieated by the god of Death ; another was produced by 
the shark-bannered god o! Love ; and another pair of families was 
bom (of the anion) of the Gsndbarvas with; the damsels hlnni and 
Ariahta, who were two of the exceedingly numerous daughters of 
Daksba Piajapati. Thus together these make fourteen families. 
While of the Qandbarvas there wore those same two families born 
of those two daughters of Diksha. Therein was born to Muni a 
eon, Ohitraratha by name, who was the sixteenth, excelling his fifteen 
brothers, Ohitrasena and other*, by bis good qnalities. It is related 
that he, whose valour was well-known all over the three worlds ' 
hid his glory heightened by having the title of ‘ Friend • bestowed 
on him by the divine Indra himself, whose lotns-like feet are 
touched (in homage) by the innumerable crowns of all the gods ; in 
his very child-hood he secured for himself the sovereignty o! all 
^he Gandhsrvas, which he won by his (right) arm, illumined with a 
darkish lustre by the mass of rays shooting forth from his thin, 
long sword. His residence is the Varsha monntain called Hemakat., 
■which lies not far from this place; it is In the continent called 
Klmpuru.ba, which lies immediately to the north of this Indian 
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-continent. There dwell many hundreds of thousands of Gandharvas 
under the protection of hi3 two arms. It is he who has planted 
this extremely beautiful grave called Ohaitraratha, and has caused 
to be dug this very extensive lake called Achchhoda, and has 
established this (idol of) god Siva, tho lord of Pirvati. ArishiA 
had a son named Hansa, who was the eldest of six brothers, 
Tarnbaru and otheca, a Gandharva well-known all over the world 5 
and he, too, got fcmg3hip while yet a young boy, having been 
installed as the king in that secocd family of Gandharvas by 
Obitrara’ha himself, the lord of all the Gandharvas That same 
mountain is the residence of him also, who has in his followin'* an 
army of innumerable Gandharvas. And in that family of 
Ap*ara«es which (I mentioned a9) sprang from the rays of the 
moon, th-re was born a girl, named Gauri (‘ the white one j, having 
a complexion as white as that of the lunar rays, who was as though 
fashioned out of the entire loveliness of all ths lunar digits, oozed 
downwards along the water-like rays of the moon, who was 
attractive to tho eyes of all (the residents of) the three worlds 
and who was as it were a second goddess Gaari (/.#. Pirvati). 
Hanna, ths king of that sseond family of Gandharvas, made her 
his beloved wife just in the manner of the Ifilky Ocean taking the 
.(river) Ganges as his spouse. And she, being nnitsd with Hanna, 
as Rati was with the saark-bannered god or Love, or as the lotus- 
plant U with the autumnal season, felt very great delight due to 
her union with a suitable mate. And she became the mistress of 
all (tho ladies of) his harem. 

til. To those two high-souled persons of that description, I was 

born an only daughter, simply to bring them sorrow, I, of such 

sort (as you see before you), devoid of any auspicious (physical) 
signs, and the abode of many thousands of sorrows. J£y father 
having been (long) childless, welcomed my birth with a great 
festival exceeding (in gaiety) that held on the birth of a too. 
And, when ths tenth day arrived, he having performed the csnal 
rites bestowed (on me) the name of Mahaiveta (- extremely white *) 
which was a* 1 ' 6 significant. I then passed my childhood in m y 
father's house, babbling, in my infancy, sweet and indistinct words 
and passing from lap to lap of the G wdharvaa, as if I were a late 
.giving out sweet and indistinct music — a childhood which was 
pleasant (to me) as tho troubles of affection and of sorrow were 
-then unknown. And gradually, fresh youth set foot (appeared) f a 
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my body, just us the month of Obaitra Joes in the spring seasoD, tha> 
new sprout in the month of Ghaitra, the blossom in the new sprout,, 
the bee on the blossom, and intoxication in the bee. 

Now once, on one of the days in the month of Ghaitra, J came,, 
in the company of my mother, to this lake Achchhoda for my 
bath, when its beauty was heightened by the month of Ohaitra and 
when there wero blooming in it fre9h nalina, knmuda, kwalaya 
and kahlara kinds of lotuses. Those were the days when beds of 
neve lotuses are in full bloom ; when the clusters of tendor maugo- 
buds produce longing in the minds of lovers ; when the cloths of 
Oupid’e banners flutter in tho gentle breezes setting in from tho 
Malaya mountain ; when the Dakula trees put forth buds on being 
sprinkled with mouthfnls of wine by intoxicated ladies when 
tho buds of kaltyala flowers are darkened by the dusky stain of 
the swarms of bees (sitting on them); which resonnd with thousands 
of jingling noises made by the jewelled anklets of ladies, (anklets) 
which sound when the ladies strike the at oka trees (with their 
feet) i when the mango-trees are charming on account of the sweet 
humming of the swarms of bees, thronging on account of the 
fragrance of their opening buds ; when the surface of tLe ground 
is everywhere whitened by the formation of sandy stretches created 
by the thick-fallen pollen at flower* ; when the swings in the form 
Of cre-pers are ret oscillating by swarms of bees maddened with tho 
intoxication of hooey ; in which cloudy weather is produced by 
the heavy showers of the honey-spray thrown up by intoxicated 
cuckoos biding in the larnli creepers with sprouts foil of 
blossoms ; when the roads aro moistened with the blood from the 
hearts of traveller", which (hearts) break asunder in terror caused 
by the twaog of the bow drawn by Cupid, feeling delighted at 
receiving as offerings The lives of tho wives of the travelling 
people ; when the spaces in all the quarters &re deafened by the 
swishing sounds of the feathers of the constantly-flying arrows of 
the flower arrowed god (of Love) ; which are, even during day-time, 
thronged by crowds of ahhitarilS women blinded with the lust 
of love awakened within their hearts ; which are (so to say) flooded 
with the surging ocean in the form of an unbridled deura for 
sexual pleasures $ and which give delight to the hearts of all the 
people in the world. And her*, saluting the images of Siva, which 
were drawn on the rocks oa the shore (of the lake) by the divine 
ritvati, when come here for ber batb, together with (the images of: 
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diva's attendants) BhriQgi and Riti, and which conld be inferred as 
being circumambulated sunwise with bowings by the sages from 
the circles of their small foot-prints impressed («. «. visible) on 
the dust, I wandered about in the company of my female 
friends, my heart being tempted by the desire of seeing th«* 
(various) lovely and exceedingly charming regions, saying — 
“Here is n bower of creepers attractive by its offering (to the 
visitors), its flowers roSed on account of their internal filaments 
being crashed by the weight of bee* (*ittmg upon them) ; 

“ Here is a mango-tree richly blossomed, from which a stream of 
a mi’s of honey is dripping down tnroogh the holes in the stalks 
■of its bnds tom by eaekoos with their sharp nails ; ” — “ Here is 
a cool ave nne o f «andal_trces, the ground under which is deserted 
by the snakes frightened by the mixed cries of the hosts of 

intoxicated peacocks : *' “ Uere is a swing of creepers, charming 

by its suggesting swinging of wood-nymphs thereon, by means of 
dhe fall of the bunches of fall-blown flower*;” and — “ Here is 
this exceedingly lovely root-of a tree on the .bank, where there is a 
line of swan*’ foot-prints impressed (i. e. visible) in the mass of 
the thick-lying pollen of flowers.” 

^^And here at s certain spot I smelt the fragrance of some 
.flower, suddenly borne (to me) by the forest-breeze, which, although 
.(the whole of) the forejt was folly abloom (with flowers), over- 
powered the odonr of all other flowers ; which spreading about 
seemed, by its being exceedingly sweet, to be as it were besmearing 
or gratifying or filling the sense of smell ; which was being closely 
followed by swarms of bees (which rushed after it) in competition 
(to smell it first); which was such as had never been smelt before, and 
was one not fit for (to be expected in) the world of mortals. Being 
filled with curiosity as to whence it could be coming, J, who had 
my eves half closed (in ecstasy), who was attracted like a female 
bee by that floral perfume, and who was all a-quiver with expecta- 
tion, went on for a few steps, which drew to me the swans in the 
lake by the jingling of my jewelled anklets, produced in a greater 
measure (than before, on account of my great hurry); and then 
I saw an exceedingly handsome yonng sage, who had come there to 
•bathe. He seemed as if he were Yasant* (Spring) practising 
penance, being overcome with grief for Hadana (Cnpid) burnt up 
by the fire (of the third eye) of Siva ; or the (creseent) moon on 
uSiva’a head, observing a vow with a view to obtain the full orb ; or 
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Jladana (Cupid) practising austerities, with a desire to propitiate" 
the odd eyed deity (§ira). On account of his great splendour, he 
appeared a" if he were stationed within a cage of flashing streaks 
of lightning, or had entered inside the orb of the sun on a (hot)'- 
simmer’s day, or were standing in the midst of a mass of the 
flimes of fire. By the flashing instre of bis body, which was, very 
strong and yellow like the light of a torch, he made the woods tawny, 
snaking that region golden as it were. His matted hair was soft 
and yellow, and (thus) it resembled (holy) wrist-threads rolled in 
(dyed with) liquid (yellow) yorocAnni paint. He appeared bright 
with the ashes mark (on his forehead), which looked as if it were 
the victorious (white) banner of his (accumulated) religions merit, , 
or the mark of sandal-paste made there for (i.s., to allay the- 
fevenshneJi caused by) hit longing for being united with Sarasyati 
(the goddess of learning); and (thus) he locked as if he were the 
stream of the Ganges looking charming by reason of its thin line - 
of (white) sandy shore. He was adorned with a pair of creeper-like 
ey_-brow>, (which were as it were) the arches of the house in the 
form of his frowas (l it. eye brows knit) on the occasion of the many 
parses (bestowed by him as an ascetic) His eyes being extremely 
e'ongated, he seemed to bo possessing as it were a wreathed garland 
made ol eye*. It appeared as if all tho deer (in the forest) had 
bestowed on him portions of the beauty of thoir own eyes. His 
n-se was long and high His lower lip, which was like a Iiuchaka 
ernament (in beauty), was reddened with nil its might (entirely) by 
the Riga (redne»s — passion) of new youth as it ware, as it fonnd no 
entrance ineide his heart. As no beard had yet made its appearance 
(on hi 1- face), he possessed a face which appea'ed as if it were a - 
young lotus which has not yet acquired the beauty of being sur- 
rounded by a circle of (dark) swarming bees. He was adorned with the 
sacred Yajn'pi r?fa thread, which looked a* if it ware the string of 
Cupid’s bow coiled np (in tli6t shape), or a fibre of a lotus-plant 
grown in the lsks of his penance. In ono hand he carried a water- 
gourd whose shape was like that of a baLula fruit with its stem, 
and in the Other he held a rosary of crystal beads, made (strung) - 
as it were with the (white) tear-drops of Riti, when she wept in 
gri«f at the destruction of (her lord) Midana. He looked beautiful 
with his deep navel, which bad the appearance of a whirlpool 
formed by the meeting of the many rivers of lores (studied by him). 
Across his belly he bore a thin row of hair, which was dark like a. 
line of the particles of collyrinm, and whiob looked as though It— 



pp. 225-226. ] 191 

were tha way for exit of the darkness in the form of ignorance- 
expelled by knowledge gathered within (in his mind). His waist- 
region was encircled by a strnng girdle of ths nunja grass, which 
appeared as though it were the circnlar halo which he had csptnred 
from the snn after vanquishing him by means of his lustre. The 
purpose of vesture was served in his case by a garment of the 
bark of the celestial Jfandara tree, which was washed in the 
water of the stream of the Heavenly Ganges, and which had a 
reddish colour like that of the eyes of an old ehakora bird. He 
looked as if he were the ornament of Celibacy, or the yontn of 
Righteousness, or the grace of the Goddess of Learning, or the 
sali-chosen lord of all tha lores, or the rendezevous of all kinds of 
sacred knowledge. Like snmmer-time, which comprises within tt 
the month of AshAdha, he carried with him a staS of the Palafa 
tree. Like the forest during the wintry season, which is white 
with the fall-blown blossoms of PriyaTiju creepsr*. ha was as white 
(in complexion) as tha full-blown blossoms of Priyai lyti creepers. 
Like the month of Ohiitrs, whose beginning is charmingly marked 
by tha splendonr of the tilaka plants all white wita (new) flowers, 
ho had a face which was adorned with the ashes of the tilaka mark, 
white like flowers. And he was accompanied by anotaer yonag 
ascetic of fcis own age. who resembled him, and who was gathering 
flowers for the worship of tha gods. 

/3S '- And then I saw a bunch of flowers, which he wore on his ear 
as an ornament, and (the like of) which I had never seen before ; 
It seemed to be as it were the brilliance of ths smile of the Glory 
of the forest, delighted at the sight of spring; — or the handful 
of (white) fried grain offered by the month of Chaitra to greet the 
advent of ths breezes from the 3Ialaya mountain ; — or the youthful 
grace of the splendour of hlos*cms ; — or a row of clustering drops 
of perspiration caused on Rat.’s body by the fatigue of sexual 
apoTts ; — or the tail-like (i. e. long) eh wris, forming as it were 
the mark on his victorious banner, of the elephant in the form 
of the (mind-born) god of Love. It was at it were an oSAirarifa 
lady whose lovers ware the bees (hovering near it) ; it resembled 
(in shape) tha cluster of the (six) stars forming the constellation 
of Krittika ; and it was dripping down drops of nectar. 
Concluding in my mind that to it must belong that fragrance which 
surpassed tha odour of all other flowers, I stood gazing at that 
yottng sage, and thought (as follows) : — ‘ Oh ! How inexhaustible 



'srmal bo the store of materials at the disposal of ’the Creator for 
■the creation of perfection of beanty !— Since, having already created 
the flower-weapoced god of Iiove, whose perfect loveliness sets 
all the three worlds wondering, he (the Creator) has oreated this 
second god of Love, in the disguise of a sage, whose wealth of beanty 
surpasses that of his (the first god of Love). I think that when 
Brahma created the lunar orb which gives delight to the eyes of 
the whold world, and the lotuses which are the graoeful residential 
homes of Lakehmi (the goddess of Beanty), he was only practising 
to gain the skill (required) for fashioning the form of his 

(handsome) face. Otherwise, what conld be the reason of his 

creating (those two) similar things ? And snrely this must 
be nntrne, that the San, by means of that ray of his 

which is called SuiJiKmna, sacks np all the digits ol the 

moon when it wanes in the dark half of the month ; — becanse all 
those beams of the moon mast be entering the body (of this 
ascetic) ; otherwise, whence conld he acqnire snoh (perfect) love- 
liness, when he has been practising penance whioh (as all know) 
destroys beanty and abounds in (physical) painf” Jast as 1 was 
thus musing, the flower-arrowed god (of Love), who does not give 
thought to the distinction of merit or demerits, but who, partial to 
’beauty alone, is always at hand in fresh yonth, enslaved*me, as the 
intoxication of the flower-sea9on (Spring) enslaves the female bee. 
til I gazed at him for a very long time, yearningly and with sighs 
drinking him np as it were with my right eye, whioh had 
.forgotten to wink, the eyelashes of which were slightly contracted, 
and the interior of which was variegated by reason of its 
pupil being crooked and very tremulous. (I gazed at him), as if 
3 were begging something of him, or telling him that I was 
in his power, or were handing him* over my heart which 
wanted to go to him, or were entering him with all my 
strength, or were desirous of making myself one with him, or 
were seeking his protection, saying that he should save me who 
was overpowered by Love, or were requesting him that he should 
give me room (to dwell) in his heart. (I gazed at him), being 
deprived of the power to control my senses, although I was aware 
(of what I wss doing), thinking (within myself)—*' Oh ! Alas ! 
Whatis this that I have now set on foot, which is improper, and 
highly shameful, and unworthy of a well-born maiden ! ” (I gazed 
•at him), all m y limbs bscomlng^motionlees on aoeount of a certain 
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etupefaction which came over me on that occasion ; as though 
I were paralysed, or drawn (in a picture), or carved (as a statue), 
or tied down (hands and feat), or swooned, or held fast by some 
one. (I gazed at him), being as it were instructed (to do so) by 
some (emotion) whioh was trained (to do its work) without being 
told (by any one), and which cannot be described, but which is only 
perceptible to the person (who is so overpowered); it cannot be 
known exactly by what — whether by his perfect beanty, or by (my) 
mind, or by the god of Love, or by (my) new youth, or by the love 
(which I felt at the moment), or in some quite different manner — 
really Ido not know how at all it happened. (Although) I was as 
it were being carried near tim after being lifted up by my senses, 
and was as it were being dragged forward by my heart, and pushed 
from behind by the god of Love, I still held myself (in my place) 
with great difficulty, though I was nerveless (/if. had given up 
all attempts to do so). And then the breezes of my (pent up) 
breath issued forth Irom my heart in a long, continuous flow, as if 
to afford Oupid space (to dwell) within me. The months (nipples) 
of my two breasts throbbed, desirous, to announce that my heart 
was fall of love. My sense of shame disappeared, as if it were 
washed off from me by the lines of the drops of the water of 
perspiration. My tody trembled, as if it were frightened at (the 
prospect of) receiving the innumerable sharp arrows of Cnpid. 
Horripilation shot np net-like from all my limbs, that were eager 
for an embrace (with him), as if out of enrionsity to see his exceed- 
ing beanty. And lUga ( passion — redness ) entered my heart, as 
if from my two feet, having been completely washed off from them 
by the water of perspiration. 

^ u And then these thoughts arose in my mind: — “ What an 
improper thing is here started np by the tile god of Love, by casting 
me on (making me fall in love with) this quiot-souled sage, who has 
kept himself away from all contaot with the pleasures of love* 
And so very foolish is the heart of a woman, that it is nnable even 
to consider the propriety (or otherwise) of the object of its 
affection ! What a great distance is there between this (sage who 
is the) extremely resplendent abode of austerity and lastre, and the 
workings of passion welcomed only by ordinary persons » Sorely 
be must bo inwardly laughing at me who am thus made to look 
ridiculous by Oupid. And this is wonderful that I, even tboogh 
I know it, am not able to check this (new) change (of feeling) in 

K. T. 25 
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me. Other girls, too, have given np (all feoling of) shame end' 
voluntarily sought their lovers ; other maidens, too, have been 
maddened by this ill-mannered Cupid; but not in the way in which % 
I alone have been so here. How does my mind thus lose all mastery 
over itself at this instant, becoming agitated by the mere 
sight of his (handsome) form! For, as a general rule, it is time 
(».«., Sufficiently long acquaintance) and merits (of the person loved) 
that produce (such) uncontrollable love. Well, it is better (for me) - 
to go away from this region while I still retain consciousness, and 
while this levity of (mine in yielding to) the evil working of Onpid 
is not clearly perceived by him. (For) perchance he, angered by the 
sight of these undesirable workings of love (in me), might cnrse 
me (fit. make me know what a curse is). For the nature of sages 
is such that anger is never at a distance from them ”. Having 
thus reflected, I desired to move away (from that spot). And 
thinking that his was a class that deserved to be worshipped by all 
people, I made my bow to him, in which (or, in a manner in which) 
my glance was not withdrawn from h\s face ; my eye-lashes did 
not move ; the surface of tho groond was not seen ; the slightly 
■^^JSised sprout worn on tho ear lost its close contact with the orb 
of my cheeks ; the flowers worn as a head decoration dangled from 
my long waving hair ; and the jewelled ear-rings swung about my 
shoulders. 

f rben, when I had made my how ; — owing to the fiat of tho god 
of Love being irresistible ; the capacity of the month of Ghaitra 
to generate passion ; the extrema loveliness of the region j youth’s 
abounding in the acts of immodesty ; the senses being naturally 
fickle and tbe desire for pleasures being difficult to be checked ; 
owing to tho fickleness of the mind ; and to all those things being 
destined to happen as ihey did; what more ? (to be brief) — owing to the 
wic&edniss of my ill-luck, and became it was ordained that I should 
snflsi- misery of this sort, him too, whose gravity was shaken off 
at the sight of my emotion, Onpid agitated (i.« , excited), as a breeze 
agitatas (i causes to qniver the flame of) a lamp. Then in him 
too, horripilation made its appearance, as if coming out to receive 
Cupid v.mting him for the first time. His sighs went forth, as if 
to Ihow Ijjie way to his mind which had started towards me ; 
the rosary l^<^shand, being seized with tremor, quaked, as if 
frightened at thT^j^lation of his tow. A line of small drops of 
the water of P«tspi u ^Jou became visible as clinging to his cheek. 
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is If it were a second garland of flowers worn on his ear. And th&- 
ten directions became filled with the spreading, continuous ray a 
from his two ejes, as if they were the beds of full-blown blue- 
lotuses that had flown up into the sky, having left, of their own 
accord, the water of the Achchhoda lake, — eyes which were dilated' 
with pleasure at my sight, whose pupils were raised upwards, and 
which made that region appear as if it consisted of white lotuses. 
And on account of that change in him, a change which was but toe- 
visible, my love-infatuation became doubled, and immediately 
I experienced soma strange state (of feeling), incapable of being 
described. And I had these thonghts in my mind :— •* It is the 
God of love himself, the (well-known) teacher of the many graceful 
sports connected with sexual pleasures, who instructs one in the 
graceful play (of the eyes). Otherwise, how can this rage, whose 
mind is unfamiliar with such-like incidents, which are charming 
because they ate full of a variety of sentiments, — how can he have 
(i.#.. direct) such glances, whose appearance is of a kind to which 
ho has been unaccustomed (hitherto)? — (glances) which are, as it 
were, letting o2 a stream of the sentiment of lore, or pouring 
nectar, which are closed as if in intoxication, which are sluggish as 
if owing to fatigue, which ara languid as if with sleep, which play 
about having their tremulons pupils dulled by the excess o! joy j and 
which are attractive on account of the ever-moving eye brows. 
And whence this extreme skill (on bis part), that his heart’s 
longing is thus told by his mere glauce without the use of words 5 ” 
^MSetting a suitable opportunity, I advanced, and with a bow- 
inquired of that second young ascetic who was with him : — " Holy 
Sir 1 What is the name of this young sage, and whose (son) is he? 
And this tuft of blossom^ with which he has adorned (his ear) — 
what is tha ntms of the tree to which it belongs ? For, this 
spreading fragrance of it, which I have never smelt before, and 
whose sweetness u extraordinary, has aroused curiosity in my 
mind He laughed a little, and said to me 11 What purpose, 
O maiden, could be served by this inquiry (of yours) ? (However), 
if yon are curious, I will tell it. Listen 

M* - * There is a great sage, named Sretaketu, who res id e? in the 
heavenly regions ; his fame is known over all the three worlds, 
and he is so very noble that his pair of feet are sainted by 
innumerable gods, demons, and Siddhas. That divine sage 
possessed a loveliness (of form) exceeding eten that of Jialakibara. 
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(the son of Knbera) j it gave delight to the hearts of the beantifal 
ladie 9 in the world of gods as well as of demons, and it was more 
beantifal than all (the beanty of) the three worlds (put together). 
Once (it so happened that) he, wishing to pinch (a few) lotuses for 
the worship of the deities, went down to the Celestial Ganges, 
whose stream is white like Siva’s laughter, and whoss waters are 
bestrewn with hundreds of small circles, resembling the spots on 
a peacock’s tail, that are formed by the drops of the liquid ichor 
of Airavata. At the time when he wa 9 going down into it, he 
was seen by the goddess Lakshm?, who is ever present in lotus beds, 
being seated on a fully-opened white lotus having a thousand 
petals. And her mind was overcome with love, as she remained 
.gazing upon him, devouring his beauty with her pair of eyes 
which wore half-closed with the ecstasy of love, and whose pupils 
were tremnlous like a wave because of the flood of tears of joy, 
aud placing her leaf-like (•'.«-, tender) hand over her mouth, which 
had languidly begun to yawn. By merely looking at him she 
enjoyed the pleasure of an actual union with him 5 and she 
had her desire gratified on that same white lotus which was used 
by her as a seat. And from that lotus was born a son. Then 
she carried him in her lap and gave him to that sage, Svotaketu, 
eaying~" Holy Sir! Receive this son of yours.” He, too, 
performed (for him) all the rites that are neessary for young boys ; 
and, as he was born in a pundarila (white lotns), be gave him 
that very name, Pandarlka. And, after he had been initiated into 
the vow (of a Rrahmaah&rin) he made him grasp (learn) the whole 
bulk of lores. This is that son. 

VA And this is the spray of the tree called Pirij&ta, which came 
out of the Ifilky Ocean when it was being churned by the gods 
and the demons. And how it came to enjoy a position on his ear, 
(a position which is) contrary to his vow, — that, too, I will relate. 
As to-day is the fourteenth day of (the dark half of) the month, 
ihe wished to offer worship to the divine Siva, the lord of Parvatt, 
who resides on Keiliia; and therefore, leaving the world of the 
'Immortals, he was proceeding in my company along the borders 
of the Nandana forest. Then there oame ont of it, with this 
bunch of Pirijata blossoms in her hand, the (presiding) goddess 
of the Nandana forest, who was then gr&cefnily supported with 
her hand by the Beauty of the month of Spring herself in bedify 
.form, who had put on a girdle of a wreath of Salula flowers, 
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whose body was entirely veiled by the (profuse and thick) garlands^ 
aha wore round her neck, made of flowers and sprouts and hangingr 
down as far as her knees, who was wearing a new mango-sprout 
by way of an ear-ornament, and who was intoxicated with the 
drinking of floral wine. She bowed to him and said : — " Holy 
Sir ! Please, wear this as an ornament, which is a fitting one for 
this figQie of yonrs which is the (most) charming sight in all the 
three worlds. May it be placed on the top of your ear, 
since it is so obstinately desirous 'of the beauty of (Jbeing 
used nsl an ear-ornament. May the birth of Pirijita turn out 
fruitful (to-day)” While she was saying these thing*, he, 
bending down hts eyes sbyly towards the ground on hearing these 
lacdatory remarks on his own beanty, began to move off, ignoring 
her altogether. But when I saw that she was following us, I said 
to him — “ What i« the harm, O friend ? Ton might grant this 
request of hers ; ” and I forcibly placed it on his ear as an 
ornament, although hs did not wish to have it. So I have now 
fully related (to you) all that, n’:. who he is, what this spray Is, 
and bow it came to lie on the top of his ear.” 

When h9 had thus replied, that young a'cetie, smiling gently, 
himself said to me — • O curious maiden, why do you trouble 
yourself with all this questioning? If you like its sweet fragrance, 
plea»e have it for yourself.” With these words he approached me, 
took it from bis ear. and placed it on mine, the spray, on account of 
the sweet hums of the swarms of bees (hovering around it), seemed 
to have begun a solicitation for a love-union with me (on his 
behalf). But in me, owing to my eagerness to obtain a touch of 
his band, there appeared at that moment, jnst at the place where 
the flower was worn on <the ear, a (sadden) horripilation (of hair), 
as if it were a second blossom of the Pirijatu tree (placed there); 
while bs did not even know that his rosary had dropped off. along 
with his shame, from his hand, all the fingers of which were tremalons 
owing to the pleascre derived from the touch of my cheek. Then 
I caught that rosary before It actually reached the ground, and 
playfully put it round my own neck ns an ornament, where it 
wore a grace not before possessed by any necklace ; and I felt *3 
if I were enjoying the pleascre of being closely clasped ronnd the 
neck fcy him with his arms thrown around. 

*S \ When things had happened thus far, my (female) umbrella- 
bsarer said to me— 11 O princess, tbe Queen has finished her bath. 
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And the time for going home is approaching. Please, therefore* 
’finish yonr bath." Then, being dragged away, against my will 
and with great difficulty, by those words of hers, as a newly-caught 
female elephant is (dragged away) by means of the goad piercing 
her for the first time, I went to bathe, haring taken off from his 
face, with very great difficulty, my eyes which were as though 
deeply sunk in the mud of the nectar in the form of his beauty, or 
which were as if caught by the numerous thorns in the form of the 
horripilation on his cheek, or which had been as it were nailed down 
(to his figure) with the tips of the arrows of Oupid, or which Were 
ns if sewn (to his form) with the thread in the form of his love- 
liness. And when I had started, that second young a*cetic, who 
bad observed that kind of weakness (lit. loss of firmness) in him, 
aatd to him, slightly showing his friendly anger at it 

“Friend Pundarlka, ’this is not proper for you. This is a 
path which is trodden (only) by common people ; while ascetics, 
indeed, regard self-control as their wealth. Why don’t yon cheek 
yourself when (you find that) you are being overpowered (by 
emotion) like some common, ordinary person ? Whence has oome 
upon you, to-day, this hitherto unseen distnrbanco of the senses, 
which has reduoed you to this state? Where is that firmness of 
yours ? Where that control over the senses ? Where that 
subjugation of the mind ? Where that calmness ? Where that • 
(row of) celibacy, which is hereditary (in your raoe) ? Where that 
indifference towards all sensual pleasures? Where that instruction 
imparted by your teaohers ? Where that variety of learning and 
those ideas of renunciation ? Where that groat aversion to etjoy- 
ment and that indifference towards pleasure ? Where that fondaees 
for (religious) austerities, that distaste for pleasures, aud that 
discipline for (regulating the impulses of) youth ? In every way, 
your intelligence has turned out fruitless ; yonr atudy of the 
Slstros teaching one’s duty has become useless ; your education has 
been to no purpose ; the discrimination produced in you by the 
advice of the elders has done you no good ; your enlightenment 
has turned to naught ; and your knowledge has been in vain 
since (I see that) in this world even persons like you are stained 
(evilly Influenced) by the touch of passion and become the slaves 
of their own foolish acts. How i, it that you do not even 
perceive that yonr rosary has dropped from your hand and has been 
■t.ken away (by some One else). Oh, the loss of your consciousness 1 
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Well, (as regards the rosary) it has been already taken off- bat" let 
'this heart of yours at least be checked (tamed back), which tco is 
■being carried off by this rognish girl ", 

Thus admonished by him and in each terms, he, feeling some- 
what abashed, as it were, said in reply — " Friend Kapifijala, why 
do yon taka me to be otherwise (than what I am)? I will not 
tolerate this ill-bred girl’s offence, committed in thus taking 
away my rosary.” Having altered these words (he turned to me 
and), with his moon-like face charming on account of his feigned 
anger, adorned by a fierce frown into which he ha^ knit his eye- 
brows with an effort, and with its lower lip quivering with a desire 
to kiss (me), he said—** Ton mischievous girl, without giving me 
back my rosary, you shall not move even a single step from this 
place On hearing it I took off from my neck my pearl-necklace 
of the string as if it were a handful of (white) flowers offered 
gracefully at the commencement of the eportive dance in honour of 
Onpid; and, saying — “ Holy Sir ! Please take back the rosary,” 
I placed the same in his outstretched hand, while he was looking 
-fixedly at my face and his mind vacant ; and then I went down 
(into the lake) to bathe again, bathed as I already was once in the 
water of my own (streaming) perspiration Doming up (from the 
lake) I was somehow, with great efforts, taken back forcibly by 
my female companions, like a river made to flow back against its 
own current, and went home with my mother (ell the while) 
thinking of that young ascetic alone. Reaching home I entered 
the inner quarters reserved for princesses ; and from that moment 
onwards, giieving at his separation, I was never aware of 
anything out of all these, ef;. whether I had returned, or stayed 
in that aims spot ; whether I was alone or in company ; whether 
I was silent or talking freely; whether t was awake or asleep ; 
whether I was crying or not crying ; whether it was all misery or 
all happiness ; whether it was the yearning of love or a disease ; 
whether it was a calamity or a festival; whether it was night or 
day; and which things were attractive and which were not (&c. &c.), 
And, being (ta yet) siuiaaiUat with the ways at love, I did mot 
know anything out of all these— eir. where I shonld go, what 
I should do, what I should listen to, what I shiuld see, what 
I should speak, in whom I should confide, anl what the remedy 
was (&e. &c.). I simply mounted (the upper story of) the mansion 
dn which the Princesses’ Quarters were located ; I dismissed my 
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female companions and forbade' entrance to all my servants ; and 
leaving off all my (usual) duties, I, being alone, thrust my head 
out of a window latticed with jewels, and there stood motionless, 
gazing at that same direction which held that sage and which 
(therefore) was soothing to my sight, as if it were decorated, or in 
bloom, or held within itself some store of preoions jewels, or were 
flooded with the surging waves of the ocean of liquid ambrosia, or 
adorned with the rise of the full moon. (I stood there), longing 
to ask his news of anything that came from that particular direc- 
tion, even if it we r e a breeze, or the scent of some wild flower, or 
the note of some bird ; envying even the hardships of religions 
austerities, because they were dear to him, and having taken the vow 
of silence (also, the vow of asceticism), just because it was beloved 
of him. A strong liking ( fit. partiality ) being produced in me 
(for everything that was his) f attributed to the dress of an ascetio 
refinement (fit. its not being vnlgar) since he pot it on, loveliness 
to youth because he was its abode, charminguesa to the P&rijata 
blossom because it rested on hie ear, deligbtfulness to tho world of 
gods because it was hit residence, and invincibility to Oapid because 
of his exuberance of beaaty. (I stood there), with my face turned 
towards him although he was at a (great) distance, jnst as the 
lotus-plant is turned towards the ann, or the tidal line of the 9ea 
towards the moon, or the peahen towards the cloud, wearing round 
my neck, exactly in the same position, that rosary, as if it were 
a protective talisman against the passing ont of life afflicted with 
his separation ; and having on my ear, in exactly the same position, 
that spray of the FSrij&ta tree which eeemed to me [ — because of 
tho bees humming ronnd it — J to have begun a talk with me abont 
his secret ; and with one of my broad cheeks bristling with the 
cluster of hair risen on end, on account of the pleasurable touch of 
the palm of bis hand, looking exactly like an ear-ornamcat made of 
the blossoms of the Kadamha tree. 

Thereafter that batel-box-bearer of mine, TaraliH by nemo, 
who had gone to hatha along with ms, came from behind, after what 
looked to me like a long lapse of time, and gently spoke to me who 
■was in that state (as just described) Princess * Out of those 
two young ascetics, of divine form, whom »e saw on the shore of 
the. Achckhadt. lake, the cue who placed tins ipray ol the heavenly 
(Pari jit a) tree on your ladyship’s ear,— he, avoiding his being seen 
by that other one. and walking with the most cautions tread,. 
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approached mo from behind by a passage throngb a thicket of 
densely-growing flowering creepers, and asked me with reference to 
yonr ladyship as I was coming here — “ 0 girl, who is this yonng 
maiden, whose daognter is she, what is her name, and where is she 
going to ? ,f I answered : — " Well, she is the daughter, born of the 
Apsaras Ganri, who was produced from the rays of the divine moon, 
and of His Ifajesty ETamsa, the king of the Gandharvas, whose 
circle of toe-nails is rendered glossy by being scratched by the tips 
of the jewal-pteces on the crowns of all the (subordinate) Gandharvas, 
the tops of whose tree-Iika (u., strong) arms are decorated by the 
creeper-like leafy paintings on the cheeks of the Gandharva ladiea 
when they affectionately nestle against him in sleep, and who 
nses as his foot-stool the Iotas-like hand of Lakshmi. Her name 
is MahaSveta, and she has started far the Hemafcuta mountain which, 
is the abode of the Gandharvas.” Ween I had thas replied, ha 
remained silent for a while, as if brooding over something ; and then, 
looking at ma (fixedly) for a long time with a winkless gaze, ha 
again spoke to ma ingratiatingly, showing as if he were desirous of 
asking a favour. (Ha said )— 1 u O damsel, even in girlhood yon 
possess a noble figure, which would not belie (the good opinion 
one immediately forms of yon) and which looks not fickle. Would 
yon, then, comply with a request of mine, if I were to solicit you?'” 
Then I humbly folded my hands, and respectfully said to him— 
“Holy Sir I Why do you say so ? Who am I? High-souled 
personages like you, who deserve to be worshipped by all tbe threa 
worlds, do not even direct their gaze, which destroys all sin. 
towards people like ns, nnless we possess holy merit : much less 
would they direct their commands. Therefore, tell me freely what 
you want to be done, and thus show favour to this person (»'. to 
myself).” When I had thus spoken to him, he gieeted me with an 
affectionate glance— me whom he looked upon as if I were hia 
friend, or had conferred gome obligation on him, or had restored 
him to lifaj than plucking off a leaf from a tamala tree that grew 
near, he crushed it on the surface of a rock ; then he tore off a 
piece from a portion of the bark-cloth which he wore as his npper- 
garment ; and, with that juice (of the tamala leaf) which had an 
odour sweet like that of the ichor of a scent-elephant, ha wrote (on 
it) by meins of the tip of the nail of tha small finger of his lotus- 
like hand ; and ha handed it to me, saying— “This letter should be 
given by you secretly to that maiden when she is alone.” With 
K. T. 26 
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these words she took it from the betel-box end showed it to me. 
I, too, who was being influenced by a passion-invoking spell, as it 
were, by that talk of hers concerning him (that sage), whioh> 
although consisting of eonnd9, seemed to produce the pleasure of 
touch within me, and which, although the proper province of the 
ear, had its influence over all the limbs inferred from the vising up 
of the hair (on my body), took that piece of bark-garment fron^the 
palm of her hand and saw written thereon this verse in the Aryi 
metre;— ‘ 

“ My passion, being lured ( by yon) by means of a pearl- 
“ necklace, white like lotns-fibre, and with hopes (of union) held out 
“to it, has been taken to a high pitch by yon, jnst as a swan, born 
“of the M&nasa lake, is led to a great distance, being lnred by means 
'< of a pearl creeper white like lotus-fibre, the direction (in which 
“to go for U) being shown to him (or, thereby filled with hopes 
“ of food).” 

?*« And by its (that Arya's) being seen (read), there was produced 
by far a greater increase of the evil consequence of the malady of 
my love-afflicted mind, as there is by the uncertainty caused by the 
loss of the sense of directions in the case of one who has lost bis 
way 5 or by a night of the dark fortnight in that of a blind man • or 
by the cutting off of the tongue in that of a dumb person 5 or by 
(the waving of) -the peacoek’a-feathera’ bundle of a conjuror In that 
of a person habitualty incapable of teeing things in a proper way ; 
or by the inducement of delirium in fever in that of one (usually) 
given to talking Incoherently, or by sleep brought on by disturbed 
humours in that of one affected by poison ; or by the knowledge 
ot atheistio doctrines in that of one who has (already) a dislike to 
religion ; or by liquor in that of a mad person ; or by the catting 
of evil influence in that of one (already) possessed by a ghost. 
Being overwhelmed by that (increase of mental affliction), I was 
thrown into commotion like a river by a flood. And I looked upon 
Taralikfi, since she had seen him for a second time, as though she had 
laid by a large store of holy merit, or had enjoyed residence in the 
world of gods, or wss inhabited by a deity, or had some (great) 
boon granted to her, or had drunk nectar, or had enjoyed coronation 
(»* queen) of the three worlds. I began to talk to her (very) 
respectfully, as If her fight wss difficult to have, although she was 
ever present near me, or as If she were unknown (to me), although 
(in fact) she was moat Intimate with me ; 1 looked upon ber as 
thongh she were stationed (exalted) high above the world, although 
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(in reality) she w»3 by my side • I touched her caressingly on her 
cheeks and on her long, curly hair ; and I exhibited (at that time) 
our relation of mis tree s-and-maid as if it were reversed ; and 
I again and again asked her — '• Tell me, O TaralikS, — how did yon 
see him f What were the things he said to yon ? And how long 
did yon stay there ? And how far did he come when he followed 
ns F” And I passed that day in this same (kind of) talk, in her 
company, in that very palace, having as before forbidden all my 
servants to enter. 

^^Then when the solar o*b, hanging low over the horizon of the 
sky, was becoming reddish, as if my heart had bestowed on it a 
portion of its own raja (redness — passion); when the Beauty of 
snnshine, who was afiected by passion (red) at the sight of the snn 
also full of love (red) and who was lying on (a conch of) lotuses, 
as if she were love-sick, was becoming paler (and paler), when the 
solar rays, red like the mountain water-falls from (tinged with) 
red minerals, rising np from lotns-beds were clnstering in patches, 
like herds of wild elephants, who being turned red by their plnng- 
ing In the water flowing from a hill of red minerals, leave the 
lotus-beds (where they had been sporting) and collect them«elve 3 
in one place ; when the day was entering the eaveru of the mountain 
Meru along with the echoes of the joyous neighing-eounds of the 
horses of the sun’s chariot who were longing for rest after their 
descent from the sky; when the lotus-plants, having swarms of 
(dark) bees entered within the hollows of their red lotus-flowers 
(now all) folded up, appeared to dose their eyes, as if they "had 
their hearts darkened (i. broken) by the swoon caused by their 
separation from (their lord) the Sun ; and when the pairs of 
ehalraraia birds were separating, taking the hearts of each other 
with them, as though transferred through the hollow passage of 
the same long piece of lotus-fibre which they had eaten together 
(each from one end); — at such a time (». in the evening), that 
umbrella-bearer of mine came in and said — *' Princess, one of those 
two young ascetics has arrived at the gate, and says that he has 
come to ask back that rosary.” 

the bare mention of that word 4 young ascetic, * I felt as if 
I had gone to the door, although stationed where I was ; acd 
-expecting that he might have come, I called one of my chamber. 
Jains and sent him out bidding him to go and bring him (that sage) 
in. After some * kin g-lik ehalf an hour I saw the young ascetic 
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named Kapigjala, his worthy companion, as youth is of beauty, or 
Qapld of youth, or the Spring of Cupid, or the southern breeze of 
the spring season, coming following the path of the chamberlain- 
who was hoary with old age, like the morning sunshine coming In- 
(following) the path of (the white) moonlight. As he drew near, 
I saw that his appearance was as if it were distressed, or grieving, 
or vacant, or solicitous, or had some object (or, yearning) at heart 
(to be communicated). Rising I bowed to him, and myself respect* 
fully brought him a seat. "When he had sat down, I forcibly- 
washed his feet, although he did not wish it, wiped them dry with 
the hem of my silken upper-garment, and then sat down near him. 
on the bare ground. Then, remaining (silent) tor a while, he as if 
desirous ol saying something, cast his eyes at that (maid) TaralikA,. 
who was seated just near me. By that mere glance of his I knew 
wbat was in his mind ; and I said — *' Holy Bir ! She is not distinct- 
from my own body : you may speak without fear (hesitation).” 

IK 0 Thus addressed by me, Rapifijala said in reply ; — “ Princess,, 
what shall I say ? Owing to shame my speech itself does not 
descend to the province of what is to be said (». e,, I feel ashamed to* 
express myself). Where are (we) ascetics, subsisting on bulbs, 
roots and fruits, self-controlled, and given (lit. delighting) to dwell 
in forests,— and where is this worldly existence, which is fit for 
people who are not passionless, stained by the desire to enjoy 
sensual pleasures, closely filled with the various sports of the god 
of love, and mostly swayed by passion ? gee what Fata has set on 
foot-*— all quite improper ' Surely, God can very easily makes 
person an object of ridicule (in the sight of others) I I do not 
know whether this is befitting to bark-garments, or seemly for 
matted hair ; whether it is proper for religious austerities, or a 
part of religions instruction ! Strange (Iff. unknown before) is this 
mookery! But, this is simply a thing that must needs be 
told; no other means is seen ; no other remedy can be found : no 
other refuge is perceived ; and there is no other course open. 
If it is not told, an awful calamity will ensue (befall) , while the- 
life of a friend must bo saved even at the cost of one's own : and 
hence I tell (this to yon). It was ] D y oor ladyship’s very presence 
that he was sternly scolded, in that manner, by jae, having showed 
myself to be angry. After I had spoken to him in that way, I left- 
him ; and, with my anger roused, I gave up the (further) gathering 
of flowers, and went to another region from that phee. Aftev 
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jour ladyship had departed, I passed some time (by myself) ; and 
then, feeling carious as to what h9, being alone, might then be 
doing, I retorted • and, concealing my body behind the branches 
(of trees), I surveyed that spot. And when I did not see him 
there, these thoughts arose in my mind :• — “ Oan it be that he 
has gone away, following that girl, his mental condition being 
entirely in the power of love ? Or that having come to fcis senses 
after her departure, and feelingashamed, he is not able (now) to come 
within- the range of my sight? Or can it be that getting angry, 
he has abandoned me, and gone away ? Or that, just searching for 
me, he has resorted (gone) to some other spot ?" — Surmising thns 
variously, I stayed (there) for a while. Bat, pained by his absence 
(fit. being oat of sight) which I had never experienced before from 
my birth, even for a moment- I again reflected . — ‘‘ Being abashed 
at bis weakness (fit. loss of firmness), he might even do something 
untoward (do barm to himself). For, there is nothing that shame 
■cannot do. It is, therefore, not advisable to leave him alone.’’ 
With this idea I began diligently to search for him. And while 
searching, the more did I fail to find him, the more did I picture to 
my mind, alarmed'on account of my love for my friend, this 
misfortune and that (as having befallen him), and wandered about 
for a long time, directing my gaze carefully here and there (in all 
directions) inspecting the thickets of trees and creepers, bowers of 
creepers under the avenues of sandal trees, and the banks of lakes. 
I** And after a while I saw him, seated in a thicket of creepers 
gtowing near the lake ; which (thicket) appeared as if it consisted 
wholly of flowers, or of bees, or of cuckoos, or of peacocks, being 
so densely crowded (with these four things); which was most 
charming (to view), and which looked as if it were the birth-place 
of spring. As he had given up all movement, he looked as if he 
were drawn (in a picture), or carved (S3 a statue), or paralysed, or 
dead, or sound asleep, or lost in abstract meditation. Although 
he was motionless, yet he had wandered from his (virtuous) conduct ; 
although alone, yet he was accompanied by (i. swajed by) the 
God of love ; although full of love (alto, full of redness), yet he 
looked pale ; although with a vacant (lit. empty) mind, yet ther 
dwelt in it his beloved lady ; although silent, yet he announced (t.e. 
by his expression) the intensity of bis love-pangs ; and, although he 
was seated on a stone-slab, yet he had taken his stand (i. was 
■determined upon) death. He was being tortured by Cupid who wa3 
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keeping himself out of eight as if through the fear of being cursed. 
Owing to hii being exceedingly motionless, his body appealed ter 
have bean deserted by (all) his senses, as though they had entered 
his heart to have a look at the beloved lady that dwelt there, or as 
though they had made themselves scarce, being terrified at the 
unendurable pangs (they were required to suffer), or as though they 
were wrathful at the excitement of his mind, and, leaving him, had 
gone away (somewhere). From bis two eyes which were motionless 
and closed and whose interiors seemed to be pained by the 3 moke 
of the fire in the form of Oupid that was burning within him, he 
was ceaselessly pouring forth a shower of tears in numerous streams 
that flowed out through the spaces between his eye-lashes. He was 
causing the filaments of the blossoms of the adjacent creepers wave 
by his sighs that were coming ont (from his month), taking with 
them the reddish ln9tre of his lips as though it were the up-starting 
Came of the fire of love that was burning his heart. He had hia 
forehead whitened by the bright rays of his nails which shot 
upwards as ho was sitting with his palm snpporting hit left cheek, 
as if it (the forehead) had an oblong, white mark ( folatika) made 
across it with very pure sandalwood-paste. He had his ear-region as- 
if decked with bine lotuses, or with the ( dark-bine ) tamala leaves r 
because of the swarm of bees which hovered abont through tbo 
desire to smell the fragrance that still remained behind as the 
ear-ornament of the Pirijata blossoms had been but recently taken off, 
and which, nnder the guise of their sweet but indistinat humming, 
appeared to be as it were chanting the magical spell which prodnoes- 
the infatuation of love. Under the guise of the horripilation 
produced by the fever caused by love's longing, he waTas it were 
bearing, as sticking to his body, a multitude of the broken points 
of the flowery batbs of Onpid's arrows, which had been discharged 
at every one of the pore3 (of his skin). With his right hand he 
was holding tight against his breast a pearl-necklace, which was 
(as it were) the banner (indicative) of his folly, and which, having 
a mass of his nail-rays playing (fit. throbbing) over it, looked as if 
it were experiencing horripilation at the pleasure of the touch of 
his palm. He was being struck by the trees with their flower- 
pollen, as if with the magical powder for bringing a person under 
the influence of love. He was being touched by the adjacent leaves 
of the at oka trees, which were tossed abont by the breezes, and 
which seemed to be transferring their own redness (afro, passion) to 
him as it were. By the Sylvan Splendour he was being’ wetted with- 


pp. 242-213. ] 


207 


(showers of) the spray of honey from the banehes of new(-ly opened) 
flowers, which (spray) was as it were the water for the bath 
preparatory to love-sports. Owing, to the (yellow) chanpala 
bnds which were falling over him (from above) and whose fra- 
grance was being enjoyed by swarms of bees (that accompanied 
them), he was as it were being struck by Onpid with red-hot barbs 
accompanied with smoke Owing to the sounds of the humming 
of bees intoxicated with the very thick perfume of the woods, he 
Was as* if being rebuked with Aun sounds by the South wind. 
Owing to the mixed notes of the flocks of cuckoos singing sweetly 
but in distinctly in infatnation, he was being as it were agitated 
by the month of Chaitra with the tnmnltnous cries of ‘ Victory to 
Spring !’ He was over-taken by paleness, like the moon at day-break. 
He had grown thin, like the stream of the Ganges in summer. Ho was 
fading, like the branch of a sandal-tree with Are inside. He seemed 
as if he were a different person ; or one never seen before, or one 
nnfamiliar, or to have taken another birth, or to havo been changed 
into another form. He was at it were entered (influenced) by an evil 
spirit, or occupied by soma great demon, or seized by an evil 
planet (or, goblin) 5 or delirious, or disguised, or blind, or deaf, 
or dumb. The function of his mind was under the power of 
another (he was no master of his mind); he looked as if he were 
solely made of graceful sports or composed of love. He had resched 
the highest limit (climax) of the powerful influence of love ; and 
his original appearance was nut to be recognized. 

Having looked for a long time, with uuwinking eyes, at him 
who was in thst condition, I felt sorrowful, and, with a trembling 
heart, reflected ( as follows ) : — •'Tfcns, indeed, is this God of love, 
whose force is extremely unendurable ( irresistible ), since 
by him this (PaDdarxka) has been reduced in a moment to snoh 
an irremediable state 1 How could such a store of learning be- 
come useless thus all of a sudden ; Oh, Alas! It is a gTeat 
miracle ! This (Pnndarika), being firm in hit natnre and never 
swerving from proper conduct, from his very infancy, was in 
that (well-known) way of an enviable character to me, and to 
other ascetic boys. But to-day, like en ordinary person, he has 
been paralysed (deprived of his good sense) by Onpid having 
overpowered his learning, despised the power of his ansterities, 
and undermined his gravity. It is, indeed, utterly impossible to 
have youth free from errors | M Then, having approached him and 
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tat on a corner of that same Btone-alab, I placed my hand on bis 
shoulder, and asked him, while hia eyes were atill closed, "O 
friend, Pupdarika, tell me what this is." Thereupon having 
somehow, with effort, opened big eyes, which had, as it were stuck 
together, having beea long closed ; which had got redness on 
account of his continuous weeping ; which wars flooded with a 
rushing mass of tears; which looked as if they were sore, or 
aching ; and which had the appearance of a bed of red lotuses 
covered over with a pieoe of cleao (white) silk — he looked at me 
for a long time with his dull gaze ; heaved a long sigh ; and then 
very elowly and with difficulty eaid to me, in a few words the 
syllables of which .were broken through shame, — “Friend Kapin. 
jala, why do you ask me, whan the whole matter has been al- 
ready known to yoa?” When I heard that, I knew for certain in 
my mind from his very condition tnat his malady was biyond cure ; 
atill, when a friend takes to evil ways his friend must prevent 
him, eo far as possible, using all his power 5 thinking thus, I 
addressed him (as follows); — 

W-i 4 Friend Pnndartka, I know it very well, indeed. But I merely 
ask this : Is this, that you have begun, taught to you by your elders ? 
Or is it learnt from (lit. studied in) the text-books on Daty ? Or 
is it a (new) means of acquiring religions merit ? Or another "some 
new) way of performing austerities? Or is this the path leading 
to heaven ? Or the secret of some (new) vow ? Or a clever new 
mode of obtaining absolntion ? Or some new kind of observance ? 
How can this be proper for yon even to think of in your mind,— 
mnoh less to talk of or to sec ? How is it that you are not aware 
of yourself being made an object of ridicule, like a (common) unedu- 
cated person, by this vile Oupid ? For, a fool only Is (allows himself 
to be) harassed by cnpid. And what hope of happiness can you 
have from such sen>ual pleasures, which are abhorred by the good, 
although applauded by the vulgar? That fool, who expects happiness 
(lit. believes them to conduce to happiness) from sensual eujoy- 
ments , which always bring misery iu their train , waters a grove 
of poisonous shrubs under the belief that’ he is doing a pious aot, 
or takes np a thin, long sword, believing it to be a garland of bine 
lotuses, or embraaes a black cobra, taking it to be the dark line of 
smoke arising from (burnt) sandal-wood, or touches Uv* cha.wso. 1 , 
under the impression that it is a (bright) jewel, or pulls out t&*J 
long, pestle-like tusk of a maddened elephant, thinking it fo be a 
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lotns-stoek. Even when yon have known the true nature of sensual 
pleasures, how is it that yon possess this knowledge which t9 
powerless (to guide yon rightly), like the light carried by a fire- fly ? 
For yon are not controlling your senses which are going astray, 
■being evilly influenced by the onset of strong passion, like streams 
of wstsr rendered muddy by a large quantity of dust falling in 
them; nor are yon checking your mind which has been (thus) upset. 
"Who is this Oupid, pray ? Take np courage and reprove oS this 
ill-behaved fellow.” While I was just speaking thus, be cut short 
my words ; and having wiped his eyes from every interval of the 
eyelashes whereof a stream of tears was flowing, he took my hand 
in bis, and said :— *• Friend, what is tho use of talking much? 
You are at ease, in every respect. You have not fallen within the 
range of these arrows of the flower-bowed God of love, which are 
as frightful (in their effect) as the virulence of a cobra’s poison. It 
is easy to advise others. (Asa matter of fact), he only is fit to bo 
advised who has his (power of ) senses (intact), or has mind (in 
right order), who can see, or hear, or remember what he hears, or 
who is able to distinguish whether a thing is good or not good. 
But in my case all this is very far removed (quite out of place). 
Firmness, wisdom, courage, reflection,— — all such talk is at an end 
(in my case). Somehow only life remains with me, sustained 
without efforts. The time for advice is, indeed, long past, and so has 
passed away the (right) opportunity for courage; the hour for 
reflection is gone; the season for steadying the mind by knowledge 
is past. Who else, except you, should, on this occasion, adrise me 
or prevent me from taking to a wrong path? And by the words of 
what other person (than you) should I abide ? And what other 
friend like you do I possess in thi3 world ? (But) what can I do, 
since I cannot control nyself ? You h»To witnessed, just this very 
moment, this dreadful condition (of my mini). The time for advice, 
therefore, has now gone. So long as I breathe (live), I wish to 
haTe some remedy adopted to allay this faver of love, as severe 
(scorching) as the heat of the rays of the twelve suns risen at the 
time of Universal Destruction. My limbs are being cooked, as it 
ware ; my heart is being boiled, as it were ; my eyes are being 
scorched, as it were ; my body is in flames, as it ware. In this case 
you should do what the time demands.” With these words he eeased 
•peaking. 

Jt^Althoagh thus addressed, I repeatedly tried to bring him to 
_his senses. Bat when he did not listen to me, even after I had 
K. T. 27 
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spoken to him cosxingly and caressingly, with arguments illumin- 
ed by the teachings of the Sastras and full of illustrations and 
past legends (about each matters), then I thought to myself 1— 
“He has gone too far (lit. reached the highest point of love). It Is 
impossible to make him turn back. All advice is now of no avail 
whatever. So I will make efforts to save his life.’' With this 
resolve I got up and went, and having pluoked juicy lotus-fibres 
from that lake and lotns-leaves wet (fir marked) with water- 
drops (clinging to them), and gathered Kumuda, Kuvalayo, and 
Kamala kinds of lotuses, charming on account of the redolent 
perfume of the pollen in their interiors, I came back and arranged 
a bed for him on that very stone-slab in that bower of creepers. 
And as he comfortably reclined thoreoa, I crashed a few tender 
sprouts of the sandal that grew near ; and with that juice, natur- 
ally fragrant and cool like snow, I painted his forehead and 
besmeared his body from the soles of the feet (upwards). And 
I stopped his perspiration with the dust of camphor, broken off 
from the interstices in the loosened bark of a (camphor-) tree in 
the vicinity and pulverized with my own hands. And, having 
placed on his chest a bark-garment wet with sandal-jnice, I 
fanned him with a plantain-leaf, which shed a thick spray of 
pure water. And thus, while I was engaged in repeatedly pre- 
paring for him a new lotns-leaf bed, in repeatedly applying 
eandal-paste (to his body), and nsing the (camphor-powder as a) 
remedy to prevent sweat, and in ceaselessly fanning him with 
plantain leaves, these thoughts arose in. my mind: — “Forsooth 
there is nothing which cannot be achieved by the mind-born God 
of love 1 Where is this person, delighting to live in the forest 
like a fawn and simple by nature, and whera is that daughter of 
the king of the Gandbarvas, Stahis vets, who embodies in herself 
all the various graces and sentiments ! Barely, there is 
nothing in this world whioh he finds impossible to bring about,, 
or difficult to accomplish, or which lies beyond his power, or 
which cannot be done by him. He acts disdainfully in matters 
which (to ordinary people) are difficult of achievement. It is Dot 
possible for any one to resist. him. What do sentient beings 
matter?— If he is so minded, he can bring together even non- 
vnAltn* things. Thus, even the Kumuda lotus-plant comes to 
love the rays of tho sun ; even the Kamala lotus-plant gives up 
Its dislike of the rays of the moon ; even the night comes to bfl’ 



blended with the day ; even moonlight closely follows darkness ? 
even shadow stands in front of (i.e. remains clo3ely muted to) the 
lamp; even lightning becomes steady in ( i . e. repose3 in) the clond J 
and even old age moves about in the company of (i. e. follows 
close upon) yonth. And what other thing can there be difficnlt 
for him to accomplish, who ha3 laid low ( i. e. vanquished), as if 
he were (a mere bnndle of) straw, even this (Pundarika), (who was) 
an unfathomable ocean of seremty? Where that penance of his, 
and wbere this (love-sick) condition! Surely, there has befallen 
ns this calamity which nothing can avert. What should be done 
now, what shonld be attempted, to what direction shall I betake 
myself, who wonld be the savionr, what is the remedy, who can be 
a helper, what is the way, what is the plan, and what is the refoge, 

so that his life can be sustained ? By what kind of skill, or 

device, or method, or support, or wisdom, or consolation, can he yet 
live?” Snch and other thoughts crowded in my mind as I Eat 
deeply grieving at heart. And then I further reflected : — “What 
is the good of dwelling upon such useless thoughts ? His life must be 
saved in the first place by any means, good or bad. And, excepting 
the one thing, ti:. a union with her, there is no means of saving it. 
And certainly he will never gratify his desire by himself going to 
her, even when only a single breath remains to him of life (». e. even 
when at tha point of death), as, owing to his youth and lack of 
mature thought, he would think that this affair of love was a 
mockery in his case, being contrary to his religious austerities and 
improper. And this disease of his, produced by love, will not 
brook any further delay (in the application of proper remedy). 
Wise men hold that the life of a friend must always be saved, 
even by a deed improper and exceedingly reprehensible. This 
thing, therefore, although so very shameful and unworthy 
of being done, has become one which must necessarily bo done. 
What else can be done ? What alternative is there ? By all 
means I shall go to her and Inform her of this condition (of my 
friend.)” Having thus pondered I got up under some excuse, with- 
out telling him (where I was eoing), lest he might perhaps prevent 
me (from going), feeling ashamed on knowing that I had started 
on such an ignoble task; and I have come hero from that spot. So,, 
when things have coase to such a pass, your ladyship will please 
do whatever is required to be done (in this matter) at snch a 
time, or is worthy of auch kind of love, or is fitting for my visit 
or may be proper for you to do.” Having said eo he ceased 
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•speaking, his eyes fixed on my face, with a view to see what I 
would lay. 

1 *■!* 1 on my part having heard that (all that was said by Kapifi jala) 
was plnnged, as it were, in a pool of ambrosial happiness, or had 
descended into an ocean of the delight fnl liqnid of love, or floated 
on all kinds of joy, or ascended the pinnacle of all desires, or rested 
on the farthest limit of all festivities. That it was an occasion of 
great joy for me (or, the rising of intense joy within me) was indi- 
cated by the clear drops of the tears of joy that ponred down, that 
did not touch the cavities of my cheeks as my face was slightly 
bent down on account of the hashfnlness produced (in me) just at 
the time, that were as if et rung together andthns exhibited the for- 
mation of a garland owing to their falling in continuous succession, 
and that were heavy on account of their largeness due to their not 
having come in oontact with my eyelashes (as I had not closed my 
eyes). And I thought (to myself) the very moment: — “Fortunately, 
indeed, does the Bodiless one (Oupid) pursue him, as he does me ! 
Barely, although tormenting me he (the God love) has shown, in a 
measure, his favourableness to me. If really such is the plight of 
Pondauka, then what favour has not been conferred (on me) by him, 
or what has he not done (for me), or who else, is a friend like him ? 
Or how could false words, even in sleep, escape these lips of 
KapiSjala, who has such a serene form? 'When things have taken 
such a turn, what should I, too, do or iay in his presence t” While 
I was thus reflecting, a po'rtresi, having hastily entered, laid to 
me — “ Princess, the great queen, having learnt from her attendants 
that yon ware bodily indisposed, has come." On hearing this, 
KapiBjala, afraid of a . great ^throng of men, quickly roie, saying — 
“Princess, here approaches.a .cause of_ great delay ; and the divine 
sun, the erest-jewel of the three worlds, is about to set ; I will, 
therefore, depart. Here I fold my hands (in aalntation to you) to 
aolioit the gift (dalthina) in the form of saving the life of my dear 
friend by all means; this is my utmost power ‘(all that I can do 
for him)." Having said'this and without waiting to give me time 
to reply, he departed, finding egress with great difficulty; for the 
door-region was then blocked on all sides by the entering in of the 
multitude of the portresses, bearing golden staffs in their hands 
and marching In front of my mother, of the body of obamberlains 
who carried betel, flowers, fragrant powder and cosmetics, and of the 
attendants with hands busily engaged in waving chowrin and followed 
by hunch backs, Kiralat, deaf men, dwarf*, ennncbe and deaf-mntei- 
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Ai for ray mother she catag to me, remained with me for a long- 
time and then returned to her palace. Bat what was done by her 
on coming there, or was said by her or how ehe acted, all that, being 
absent-minded, I did not observe. 

''When she had left, when the divine sun, with steeds green like 
the Hiriia pigeons, the lord of life of the lotus-plants, and the 
friend of the Chzlratala birds, had set, when the face of the 
(lady of the) Western quarter was growing crimson, when the 
lotns-beds were turning green, when the region of the Eastern 
quarter was becoming dark, and when the world of mortals was 
being enveloped by darkness, black like the mnd of ths nether- 
world. as by the flood of the waters of the ocean at the time of 
the great World-Destruction, I, being at a loss to know what to do, 
asked that sameTaraliki: — “ Dear TaralikS, bow don't you see that 
my mind is strongly agitated, and that my senses are perpleied 
on account of their inability to know what coarse to adopt? 
Myself 1 am not able to know in the least what to do; yon 
should (therefore) tell me what is proper to be done in this case. 
Here has KspISjala departed, relating his tale in your presence. 
Ilia the first place, like an ordinary (not high-born) maiden, 
leaving off shame, relinquishing firmness of mind, casting off 
modesty, not regarding the evil talk of the people, transgressing 
good behaviour, overstepping character, not minding his birth, 
accepting infamy, led blindfold by passion, not permitted by my 
father, not allowed by my mother, I approach him of~ 
my own accord and make him accept my hand, then it will 
be a grave breach of duty, owing to the disrespect of the 
elders. But if, out of regard for duty, I follow the other- 
alternative, and accept death, then eTen thus in the first 
place, it will be dishonouring ( /if. breaking of ) the preferred 
suit of the revered Kapifijala, who came here in person . and - 
preferred that as his first request. Again there is this other con- 
sideration: If perchance there ensues the loss of life of that 
person, owing to the frustration of his hopes caused by me, then 
that too would be a great ein (falling to my lot) resulting from 
the murder of an as ceric.” Just as I was utteringthese words the - 
eastern quarter became gray with the glimmer of (proceeding from)- 
the approaching moon-rise, as doe* a row of woods in spring with- 
the pollen of flowers. 



214 


[ pp. 250-251. 


I* Then on account of the moon-light, the region of the eastern 
quarter appeared as if it was being turned white with the powder 
of the pearls (produced) from the temples of the elephant of 
darkness that were being torn with his paws (rays) by the lion 
in the form of the moon ; or being made pale with the mass of 
the sandal-dnst dropped from the breasts of the Biddha females 
of the rising (eastern) mountain; or being rendered palish-white 
with the rising of the sand from the sandy shore, stirred np by 
the wind (blowing) from the waves of the ever-restless ocean- 
watar. Slowly and slowly the moon-light gliding on added 
splendour to the face of the night (-lady), at if it were the gleam 
of the teeth (of night) that smiled gently at the sight of the 
moon. After that the night shone with the moon’s orb, as If it 
were the circle of Sesha’s hoods rising np from the nether world,* 
breaking' through the earth. And then gradually the night 
was rendered delightful by the rising^moon, who gladdens the 
whole world of mortals, who is dearly loved by amorous ladies, 
who had given up to some extent ohildhood (».«. the redness of 
eatly rise) and become the ally of the shark-bannered god (of love), 
in whom a red glow was produced, who (i.s. whoso light at that 
time) is fit sol ely for_the,enjoyment_ j)f the pleasures .of _loye. and 
who is ambrosial, as by advanctng youth whloh brings joy to the 
whole world of mortals, which is coveted by all women, which 
has left behind childhood only a little, which is the friend (helps 
the influence) of the God of love, in which passion is produced, 
which is fit solely for the enjoyment of love-pleasures and which 
is all ambrosial. 

■’^Now on beholding the rise n moon, ruddy with the glow of 
fresh rise, as if flushed by the lustre of the coral of the ocean that 
was near, or crimtomed with the gore of its deer struck with the 
paw of the Hon on the* rising mountain, or marked with the liquid 
alaklaka dye (red lac) of the foot of Rohipt (when struck by her 
being) angry in a love-quarrel, I who had my heart "darkened 
although the fire of love burnt within me ; who lay (helpless) in 
the hands of Love, although my body rested on the lap of TaralikS- 
and who looked on (for) death, although my eyes were directed to 
the moon 1 at once thought to myself “ On one side, indeed are 
• banded together the God of love, the month of Spring, the br'eeze 

• Beal sense: * My heart was preplexed, was In the dark sa to know 
what was to be done.’ 
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from the l£*Iaya mountain, and anch others ; while on the other this 
evil-doing, cursed moon cannot be endured. Here is my heart 
distressed with the exceedingly unbearable pangs of love. And at 
the sane time, this rise of him (the moon) is like a shower of live 
charcoal on one consumed by burning fever, or a fall of snow on 
-one distressed with cold, or like the bite of a black snake to one 
fainting with an abscess caused by poison.” Just as I was thus 
reSecting, a swoon, brought on by moon-rise, like the sleep in the 
form of the withering-away of the day-lotuses, elosed my eyes. 
When in a short time I regained consciousness by means of the 
fannings of ( lit . the breeze set in motion with a fan by), and the 
applications of sandal-paste made by,TaraIik» in alarm, I aaw that 
same Tarsliki extremely distressed, seized, as it were, by despair 
incarnate, holding close upon my forehead a stick of the moon-stone 
•with drops of water oozing from it, and weeping, her face being 
•dimmed with unceasing streams of the water of tears. As I opened 
my eyes, she fell at my feet, and joining together the pair of her 
hands (with hollowed palms) (yet) wet with the sandal-paste, 
said: — ‘‘Princess^ why think of shame, or of having regard for elders 
(now)? Be pleased, send me, and I will bring the person, the 
■darling of yonr heart; or rise, you should yourself go there. Here- 
after you are not able to bear (the operation of) this lord, with 
hundreds of longings springing up at the rise of a powerful moon, 
■like the shark-marked ocean with hundreds of waves surging up at 
•the rise of a strong moon.” To her thus speaking I said: — “Had girl, 
•why talk of Madaua? Surely here has come the moon, the friend 
of the night-lotuses, that will lead me either to death or to that 
very person (Pnndarika), removing all scruples, chasing away all 
thoughts about finding out means, concealing from view all obstacles 
dispelling all doubts, casting off all misgivings, up-rooting shame 
veiling the fault of levity in approaching him myself, and doing 
away with all delay. Rise, then, somehow going up to htm while 
I live, I will honour that person, the beloved of my heart, who has 
been tormenting me.” As I thus spoke, I rose somehow supporting 
myself just on her, with my limbs quite unnerved owing to tbe 
■exhaustion due to the storm brought on by love. As I set out my 
right eye throbbed, presaging eviL Filled with apprehension (or 
with my fear roused) I thought What other thing is this get 
cn foot by fate ?” 

•fallow when the space between tbe worlds was flooded with 
light by the moon’s orb, which had not yet risen far, which (with 
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the shooting mass of its rays) looked like an immeos® water-pipe 
of the palace in the Iona of the three worlds, which seemed to 
bear along floods of thuana water, or to shed numbers of streams 
of sandal-juice, or to discharge thousands ol stream? of the white 
Ganges, or to ponr forth floods of the ocean of ambrO*i a > when the 
people were enjoying, as it were, (the advantage of) ■ residence 
in the White Continent, or the pleasure of seeing the world of the 
Moon, when the eirale of the earth appeared to be lifted np oct 
of the abyss of the milky ocean by the moon, resembling *be round 
tn*k of the Great Boar, when in every house, moon-rise offerings 
were being presented by women, with sandal-water seented with 
full-blown lotuses, wheu the high roads were crowded with 
thousands of love-messengers sent by amorous ladies, when 
yonng women going to meat their lovers, veiled in bine silk-gar- 
ments, were running here and there, startled with the dread of 
moon-light, as 11 they ware the goddesses ol beauty of the beds of 
(white) day-lotuses, veiled in the splendours of hlne lotuses, when 
the lotus-plants In. the oblong tanks attached to mansions were- 
waking (blossoming) with clusters of bees clinging to each lotn%. 
when the sky had its vault whitened with the abund»nt pollen of 
the beds ol lull-blown night-lotuses, and thexelote locked like an 
alluvial island In (the bed of) the river of night, when the world 
of mortals, like the great osean, wee overflowing with joy at 
xnoon-rise, and seemed »s if made of the sentiment of love, of 
festivity, of sport, or of joy ; and when tbe time tff early night 
was delightful with the notes of peacocks screaming iu joy at 
the gurgling sonnd (resembling the rumbling of cloods) of the- 
(streams of) oezings from the water-channels of ra®°n-stones ; I, 
having forjny decoration (fir. dress) the very wet jandal-ungneut 
with which my body was besmeared and which had been applied 
in my swoon, and with my hair dishevelled and gray on account 
of its sticking to the slightly dried plaster of sandal-pa’ te on my 
forehead, with that rosary of Aitlai lying on my nook still in the 
same way, and with that spray of Pirijlta kissing the tip of my 
ear, and veiling my head with a red ailk -garment tb*t seemed to 
be fashioned from the rays ol rubies, descended from the top of that 
mansion, unobserved even by any from amongst my own attendants, 
and being followed by Taralikl, who had taken with her flaws rs 
of various kinds, betel, unguenu and fragrant powder*. 

° n descending I Issued forth from the side-door of the female 
garden and set out to meet him, closely followed by a swarm of 
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bees which ran on, leaving beds of night-Iotases and deserting 
the garden, being drawn by the sweet odonr of ths PSrijita-epray 
and which gave rise to the illusion (or presented the grace) of a 
Yeil of bine cloth (aroand me). As I passed on, seeing that I was 
accompanied by Taraliki only and had no other servant with 
me, I thought: — “What has a person, started to meet her dearest, to 
do with external servants ? Snrely the following, themselves, 
play the part of servants. For instance, the flower-weaponed (god 
of love) follows me. with an arrow fitted to his strong bow. The 
moon, having stretched his hand (ray) far off, is drawing me on. 
Passion supports me at every step, fearing lest I might stnnble 
Casting behind (all sense of) ehame, my heart, with the senses, 
is rnnning in front. And longing, having made me take raj resolve, 
is leading (me) on/’ And I said alond: — ‘‘Dear Taralika, would (or, 
can it be) that this vile moon would bring him (Pnndarika) too 
forward as he has done me, pulling him by (having seized him by) 
the hair with his beams !” As I spoke thus, she smiled and said; — 
“Ton are (yet) green (in sneh matters), my princess. What ha3 the 
moon to do with that person ? He (the moon) himself, as though ho 
ware love-aiek, acts amorously in various ways towards yonraelf. 
For instance, under the guise of his reflection he kisses the pair of 
your cheeks, covered with drops of psrspiration ; with his active 
hinds (trembling rays) falls oa yonr beautiful heavy breasts * 
touches the gems of your tons ; and with his image clung to (re- 
flected in) your bright nail*, falls at your feet- Moreover, his 
body, like that of a love-affected person, wears the paleness of a 
sandal-ungnsnt, dry oa account of the heat (of ths fever of love)} 
bears hands (rays) white with (like) bracelets of lotus-stalks ; lies 
on jewel-pavements, under the guise of his image ; plunges in 
lotus-lakes, with his feet (rays) gray with the pollen in the in- 
terior of the Ketaki ; touches with his hands (rays) the moon-gems, 
wet with the particles of water; and hates beds of day-lotuses, 
with the pairs of cLakravika birds separated therein.” With 
these and such -like talks * oiled to ths time, I went to that 
spot, accompanied by her. There, as I washed my feet, dusky 
with the pollen of the flowers of creepers (growing) along the 
path, in a stream (issuing) from the mocn-stanes oozing at moon- 
rise and (falling) from the slope of the Kailisa, I noticed the 
sound of a man’s wailing, not very dist cctly heard owing to the 
great distance, on the west bank of this hie, just from that spot 
where he was. I, in whose mind fear had already be«a crested bv 
K. T. -S 
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the throbbing of my right eye, had my heart torn yet mora 
as it were, by that (sound); and with my Inner soul dejected and 
inwardly telling me of some untoward event, I said in terror : — 
4t TaralikS, what can this be ? " — and with the frame of my body 
quivering, I started towards him with exceeding speed. 

,Thea X heard KapiajeU, whose voice could. he discerned even from 
afar on acconat of the power (dead calm) of midnight, and who had 
given out a bitter cry, lamenting, giving vent to the following 
utterances and the like -‘‘Alas • I am undone^ Ah I lam consumed; 
Oh, I am deceived ; Oh misfortune, what is this that has befallen 
me ! What is this that has come to pass ! I am nprooted 1 Wicked- 
sonled demon-Love, vile and pititeas, what evil deed has been 
"brought abontby thee 1 Ah, wicked, evil-doing, ill-trained MahaSvetS, 
what wrong did he do to yon ? Ah, evil, wanton, base-born moon, 
thou bast attained thy desire ! Unkind, cursed breeze of the 8ontb, 
thy objects have been gained ! Done is what thou conldst have 
donepblow now as thou wilt! O revered Svetaketa, "Who loved 
your eon, yon know not that yon are robbed ! Ah Dhama (righteo- 
reaness), thou art without a staunch follower ! Ah penance, thun art 
supportless ! Ah goddess of learning, thou art widowe d ! Ah Truth, 
thou art lordless ! 0 world of the celestials, thou art void J Friends 
wait forme; I too will follow you; I cannot stay here alone, 
without you even for an Instant. How dost thou go away to-day, 
leaving me all at once, like one not familiar with me , Or not eeen 
before (a stranger)? Whence this extreme crnelty on thy part ? Tell 
me whether, without thee, shall I go, whom shall I solicit, whom 
shall I approach for refuge ? I have become blinded , to me space 
has become vacant, life without au object, penance purposeless, and 
the world void of happiness. With whom shall I wander about, with 
whom shall I converse? Arise, give a reply; where is the freindly 
love thon h&dst for me ? and where is that wonted conversation of 
thine always (introduced with) preceded by abrnile 

On heating that (lament) I uttered oua ‘loud cry, just from afar 
with my life fallen, aa it were ; and having my silken upper-gar- 
ment tom as it gat stock to the creepers on the bank of the lake 
with strides of feet planted without regard to tha eve n or uneven 
parts of the ground, and as hasty as my strength would allow, and 
stumbling at every step, I went on to that, place, us U heme to it 
by some one having lifted me np. And there I, a sinner and ill-fated 
as I was, evw that noble one, who lost his life the very moment- 
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He lay on a conch spread on the surface of a moon-stone slab that 
-shed ft shower of cool spray, and that was near the bank of the lake, 
and formed of lotus-stalks, looking as though it (the conoh ) were 
made of garlands of white and bine lotoses, lilies and wild Sowers 
of yarions kinds, or of the arrows of the god of love. On acconnt 
of his extreme motionlessness he seemed to be listening to th9 
■sound of my foot-steps ; he seemed to be in sound sleep owing to 
the relief obtained the very moment, as the heat cansed by Onpid was 
allayed by his inward wrath (at my non-arrival), or, to be engaged in 
restraining the vital airs in the body as an atonement for the 
agitation of his mind. He seemed to say with his lip, the lustre of 
which was flashing about exceedingly, — ‘On yonr account I have 
come to be in this state/ Under the guise of the (shooting) rays 
of the nails of his hand placed on the heart distressed with 
Hove’s fire, he seemed to be pierced through by the lunar beams 
whieh fell on his back, as his body was turned aside in hatred 
of the moon. He had a besmearing of sandal-paste on his fore- 
head, which was pale and dry, and which looked like the crescent 
of the moon of Onpid, appearing as a portentous sign of his own 
destruction. Ho seemed to be deserted by lira, angry at the 
thought — ‘Another has been dearer to you than 1/ Having of his 
own accord yielded np life together with tbs torment of love, he 
seemed to be enjoying the pleasure of unconsciousness ; ha 
appeared to be meditating on the mystic lore propounded by Onpid, 
or to be practising a novel kind of the suppression of breath - it 
seemed the pvrnapitra (a Tessel filled with gifts) in the form of 
•his life was snatched away in affection by the Bodiless One 
(Xfodaia), who had brought abont my arrival there. Ho seemed 
to be maturing (making efficacious) the charm for nnion with 
me, having put on a dress suited to the vow of love, in which the 
trident-shaped mark was made with sandal-paste on the forehead ; 
ir. which was worn the sacred thread made of juicy lotus-fibres; 
in which was worn on the shoulder a bark garment in the shape of 
the charming inner leaf of a plantain-tree ; in which he had the 
string of pearls (given by me) for a large rosary ( of beads ); whieh 
was white with the holy ashes in the form of the thickly applied 
camphor-powder; and which was charming with the string of 
lotus-fibres fastened as an armlet. He seemed affectionately to 
■upbraid me, as it were, (saying)-*HaTd-hearted, this person, who 
.loved yon, was not favoured again (by yon) even by a mere sight/’ 
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with his eye, the upturned pupil of which was slightly visible,, 
which was red on account of ceaseless weeping, as if blood had 
gashed forth in it, owing to the exhaustion of tears from the loss 
of life, and a part of which was contracted through the pain 
caused by the points of Cupid’s arrows. As his lips were slightly 
open, the fore-part of his body was brightened by the rays of his 
teeth, as if they ware the moon-beams coming out, having entered 
in (his body) to take away his life. With his left hand placed 
on the heart that was being dislocated on account of the love- 
torment, he seemed to bold me in, stationed in his heart, saying, 
— "Be kind, 0 you, who are dear to me as life, depart not with my 
life"; while with the other (right hand) wbiah seemed to distil 
(liquid) sandal on aoconnt of its being jagged with the rays of the 
nails and which was raised (with the palm spread out), he was as 
it were keeping off the moon-light. He was accompanied by his 
Kamandalu, his friend In the practice of his penance, which stood 
near, and which with neck upright seemed to be gazing at tho 
path by which his life had passed not long since. He was being 
taken to the next world by the garland of lotas-fibres he had worn 
as a neck-ornament, as if being bound with a halter made of moon- 
beams. And he was embraced at the neok by Kapifijata, who 
raised bis hands at my sight, crying, ‘Oh, the untoward event’! and 
who wept with the flor of his tears doubled, 

1V\The darkness of a swoon came upon me; and (feeling) as if 
I descended into the nether-world, I knew not then where I wont, 
or what I did or whst laments I uttered. Nor did I know for what 
reason life did not leave me at that moment, whethsr owing to the 
extreme hardness of my stupefied heart, or to the capability of my 
cursed body to endure several thousand* of griefs, or to my being 
fated to suflar long sorrow, or to my being a vessel of evil deeds 
committed in a previous life, or to the skill of cursed fata in giving 
trouble, or to the extreme perversity of the wicked and accursed God 
of love. I only saw myself, when I, condemned to misery, regained' 
consciousness after a long time, rolling oq the ground, and burnt by 
unbearable sorrow, as if I had fallen into fire. I, not believing in 
that death of his which seemed inconceivable, or in my continuing 
to Use, rose, uttering the cry of distress— ‘Alas, what is this that 
has come to pass/ and saying— 1 Afc. mother, ah. father, ah friasAs.’,. 
exclaimed "Ah lord, the tie (main-stay) of my life, tell me, 
0 pitiless one, where you are going, lairing ms all alone, and 
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without a protector. Ask Ttraliki, what a (painful) state I was 
•io for your sake. With difficulty I passed tho day which had to 
ma tha length of a thousand ages. Be gracious. Talk to me 
bat once. Show kindliness to nra who am devoted to ( lore ) yon. 
Xiook even a little at me. Grant my desire. I am distressed. 
I am loyal. I am attached to yon. I am forlorn. I am a girl. 
I am helpless ( lit without refuge). I am miserable. There is 
none else who can be my refage. I am overpowered by lore. 
Why do yon not show pity to me ? Tell what offence I gave 
yon or what I did not do for yoa, or what command of joars 
I disrespected (did not reJpectfally execute), or for what thing 
favourable to you I did not show my liking, that you, being wroth, 
and going, having left your hand-maid without cause, are cot afraid 
of the reproach of the people? Or rather, what have you to do 
with me, skilled in deceiving by false (shows of) love, perverse and 
sinful, who yet live ! AUs, £ am nndone, luckless that I am ! 
How is it that I have neither you, nor modesty, nor my kinsfolk, 
nor heaven' Fie npon me, a worker of evil, for whose sake such 
his been yoar state ! There is none so crnel-hearted as I, who went 
ihome leaving yon who were such (so far gone in Ioto for me). 
What have I to do with home, or with mother, or with father, or 
with kinsmen, or with servants ! Whom shall I approach as a 
refage ? 0 fate, show pity, I entreat you, give me the gift of my 

lover. Revered destiny, show favour, protect a helpless woman. 
Ye revered sylvan goddessa*, be graoions, give his life (back) to 
him. Save, 0 Earth, that bastowest favonrs on all. Kight, why 
do yon not take compassion (on me)? Father, Kail&ia, I seek your 
protection ; show your kindliness.” Uttering such and other expres- 
sions of pain, and how much shall I remember — 1 lamented, like one 
seiud by a demun, or possessed, or frenzied, or struck down by a 
goblin. Under the guise of the streams of tears that fell in close 
•succession, I was as it were, melted, or brought to a liquid condition, 
or was given the form of water, with the syllables of my laments 
-escaping (my lips) as if accompanied by streams of tears owing to 
their being followed by the ends of the rays of my teeth, with my 
hair also shedding drops of tears, as it were, owing to the flowers 
ceaselessly falling down (from it), and with my ornaments too, as 
if weeping, on account of ih«ir dropping the tears of the rays 
jutting forth from the bright gems. I longed for my own death, as 
I did for his life. I wished to enter his heart with all my sonl 
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»1 though he was dead. Touching with the palm of my hand hia 
cheek*, his forehead j with’ the roots of his matted hair white with 
sandal-paste dried a little, his shoulders having juicy lotus-fibres 
placed on them, end his chest covered with lotus-leaves thickly 
besprinkled with sandal liquid, I chid him, saying — “ Pundatlka, 
yon are cruel ; you care not for me though thus distressed ”, 
I conciliated him again and agsin, I kissed him repeatedly } 
I clasped his neck again and again, and wept aloud. 4 ‘ 0 wicked 
one, his life was not preserved even by thee, till my coming back 
to him ’’—thus did I rebuke that string of pearls. I again and again 
fell at the feet of KapiSj'ala, saying— -“Revered Sir, be pleased ; bring 
him back to life.” I rrept bitterly, repeatedly clasping TaralikA at 
the neck. Even now, reflecting over it, I know not whence 
those thousands of piteous and endearing expressions came at that 
time to the lips of me, an unfortunate woman (lit. whose atook of 
merit was exhausted)- — expressions whioh were unthought, unlearnt, 
untaught and unseen (unknown) before; whence also those utterances, 
and whence those cries of distress, exceedingly heart-rending. 
Quite different (strange) was that way (in which things happened) 
then. Floods of tears swelled op from within, like billows at the 
time of world-deluge. Springs of tears were, as if, let loose, like 
fountains. Shoots (ontborts) of wailings shot forth as it were. 
Peaks of grief, as if, rose up. And a series of births was as it 
given rise to, of swoons (i «. swoon after swoon overtook me).” 

Jost as she was thus narrating her own story and seemed to be 
somehow experiencing her past change of state, whioh was exceed- 
ingly painful, a swoon deprived her of consciousness. As she was 
falling precipitately on the atone-slab, Ohandraplds, being pained, 
stretobed forth his.hands in great haste, like a servant, and supported 
her ; and gently fanning her with the hem of her own upper bark- 
garment wet with the water of tears, brought her back to conscious- 
ness. Filled with sympathy, and with the pair of his eheeks washed 
with the flood of tears, he asked her when she came to life: — ‘'Venerable 
lady, by me, a wicked man, has yonr sorrow been again restored to 
freshness, by which you are brought to this plight. So away with 
this t\le; let it be stopped. I, too, am unable to hear it (farther). 
The sorrows of friendly persons, although past, cause a pang, when 
recounted, like that of their being actually experienced. You will 
ho pleaeed, therefore, not to offer again and again, as fuel, to the fire 
of sorrow caused by recollection, this life, which is so precious (/if- 
not easy to obtain) and supported with great difficulty.” 
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^ V^sThm addressed, aha beared a long and hot sigh, and with eyes 
filled with tears, said dejectedly — “Prince, it ia by far impossible that r 
this my exceedingly creel life, which did not desert me on that dread- 
ful coned night, will leave me now. Even the revered Destroyer 
avoids the light of me (who am) struck down by absence of religion* 
merit and a sinner. And whence can I feel sorrow, hard-hearted that 
lam? All this is (a) false (show) in the ease of this my wicked and 
rognish heart. Sorely by this (heart) lost to shame, I am made 
(proved to be) the chief of shameless persons ! And what does the 
narration (of this tale) matter to one by whom, with love mani- 
fested, and as if made of adamant, all this was experienced ? And 
what is there, mire painfnl than this, to be narrated, that is not 
possible to hear or tell? I will simply let yon know the marvel 
that came to pass after this fall of the thunderbolt. I will also tell yon 
what arose as a dim, slight cause for me to preserve life ; and the 
mirage of the false hope, seized by whieh I bear (support) this hated 
body, which is almost dead, alien to me, a mere burden, without 
purpose and ungrateful — let that also be folly heard. 

^ i^Then, aneh a change of condition having come over me, I, 
solely resolved on dying, lamented much in various ways and said 
to Taraliki— "Rise, 0 yon crnel-hearted, how long will yon be 
crying ? Collect fail and arrang a pyre - I will follow the lord of 
my life.” Just then, quickly issuing forth from the moon’s orb, 
a male being, with a body white as a xnoon-lotcs, of large propor- 
tions, endowed with the marks of a great personage and godlike 
in form, descended from the sky, trailing behind a silken upper- 
garment. stnek’tothe points of his armlet, white like a mass of 
the foam of nectar and waving in the wind. His large cheeks 
were reddened with the lustre of the gems (rubies) of the 
Randal u (ear-ornaments) that oscillated in both his ears. He 
wore on his chest a very bright (or, large) necklace, which, on 
account of its big pearls, looked like a nnmber of stars itrnng 
together. The tie of his turban was formed of the skirts of & 
white silken garment. His head looked formidable with the mass 
of his early hair, black like a swarm of bees. His ear-ornament 
consisted of a fall-blown moon-lotns. His shoulder-region was 
marked with the (impressions of the) lines of saffron-paintings on 
the breasts of his wives. Ho seemed to wash, as it were, the 
quarter-spaces with the lustre of his body spreading about and clear 
like pare water. He, with arms as stoat at the trank of Alravata 
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the fingers of which were white like lotus-fibres and the touch of 
which was extremely cold, lifted up the desd (Pupdarlka), anointing 
him, as by a mass of frost, with the fragrant and cool shower of 
the mas 3 of ambrosial spray that dropped from bis body and that 
caused a chill as it were, and besprinkling him as if with the 
streams of the Gosirsha sandal-juice. And (as be lifted him) 
he said in a voice deep like the sound of a drum and with the 
concern of a father, “Child MahasvetS, yon should not g.ve np 
year life; y^o will again be united with him," he flew op with him 
Into the sky. Terrified, struck with wonder and filled with curiosity 
by that incident, I, with face upraised, asked Kapifijala what it 
was Bat he rose in great haste without giving a reply to me, and 
saying ‘ Villain, where are you going, taking away my friend 
he, with face turned up, and his anger roused, ha«tily girt np his 
loins with his npper bark-garment, and following the very 
(heavenly) personage who was firing up, went up into the sky. 
And while I was just looking on, they all entered among the 
constellations of stars. 

1$. u But my grief was doubled by that departure of Kapinjala, 
which to me was as it wore the second death of my beloved, and my 
heart was ront all the mote. And, bewildered as to what was to 
bsdone, I eald toTaralika — "Oh, do you not know what this means?” 
She, however, on seeing it, with the timidity natural to a woman, 
was overcome, the very moment, by terror, which overpowered 
(proved stronger than) her sorrow ; and trembling in all her limbs, 
and sad at heart through the fear of my death, the poor girl said 
piteou«ly — '‘Princess, a sinner that I am, I know not. yet this is a 
great miracle. This man has a form not like that of a mortal 
(oelestial); and you were comforted by him, when going, sympatheti- 
cally like a father. And generally snch heavenly forms can never 
be false to (lit. disagree with) their utterances, even in a dream, 
much less when they are visibly present. And thinking over it 
I do not see the least reason for his speaking falsely. It is pro- 
per, therefore, that after dne thought you should dissuade yoor- 
self from this resolution to cast off yonr life. It Is, indeed a 
very great cause for consolation in the present state. Again 
Kapinjala has, indeed, gone in pnnnit of him. After knowing 
ffom him all this, eis. whence he is or who he is 5 why by him 
wasthia (Pandsrika) who was dead raised and carried off, and 
where he is carried ; and also why were you comforted by him by 
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holding forth the hope of re-anion that cannot bo thought possible, 
yon will betake yonrself either to life or death. Death, indeed, 
is not difficult to attain, when resolved upon. It can be encom* 
•passed even afterwards. And Kapiojala, if alive, will not rest 
without seeing roar ladyship. Therefore, let this your life be 
preserved, having for its limit the time of his return (i.s. till 
ho returns)/’ Saying all this she fell at my feet. I, from the 
difficulty of the thir3S for life being overcome by the whole 
world, and from the levity of woman’s nature, as also from the 
■mirage of the vain hope created by his words, and from my 
expectation of Kspiojala’s return, thought that that was the pro- 
per course at that time, and did not yield up '.life. For what is 
possibly there that is not brought about by hope ! I, then, ill- 
fated, with my sleep totally destroyed, rolling on the ground jnst in 
the same war (as before), with my face covered with my loosened and 
dishevelled tresses that were gray with the particles of dust, and 
that stack to my cheeks wet witn tear-water, and with my throat 
parched by the failure of voice broken by violent (lit. merciless) 
weeping, passed that night in Taralik&’s company on the very bank 
of the lake— a night that was a counterpart of the night of Uni- 
versal Destruction, that had the length of a thousand years, and 
that consisted, as it were, of agonies, misery, hell and fire. 

dawn, having risen I bathed in tho very lake and formed 
<ny resolution. Through my love for him (Pucditika) I took 
that very Kamaudalc, those very bark-garments and that same 
rosary (that belonged to him). Then perceiving the unsubstantial 
nature of worldly life, knowing the scantiness of my religions 
merit, observing the remediless cruelty of befalling misfortunes, 
•comprehending the inevitableness of grief, seeing the harshness of 
fate, considering the state of being exceedingly fraught with 
miseries of love, reflecting over the Inconstancy of all thicgs, and 
having definitely known the extreme (/if. sadden) frailness of all 
pleasures, I disregarded father and mother, left off kinsfolk together 
with myservants, turned back my mind from the pleasures of sense, 
restrained my senses, and having taken the ascetic vow 
resorted to this Siva, the lord of the three worlds, and the helper 
•of the helpless ; seeking his protection. The next d»y my father, 
having got from some one the news of my afiiir, came with my 
mother and kinsmen; aud bating loudly wept for a long time, 
made a great eflort to induce ms to go home by means of every 
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kind, by cany importunities, by admonitions of various sorts and’ 
by soothing words of every description. And when ha knew 
for certain that I was not to be diisnaded by any means from my 
determined purpose, he, although without hope, on account of the- 
difficnlty of giving np love for one's daughter, stayed there for many 
days, tfcoogh again and again asked by me to go, and then went home^ 
full of sorrow and with a heart that was being bnrnt from within. 
(So) my father went away ; and ever since that time I have lived 
with Taraliki, experiencing long sorrow, in this cell showing my 
gratitude to that person (Pacdsrika) by merely shedding tears, - 
wasting by hundreds of rigid vows of different kinds my cursed 
body, emaciated by love of him, almost fall of sin, with all 
shame gone, como to be inauspicious and the abode of thousands 
of torments and pains ; subsisting on wild fruits and rooti and. 
water, counting as it were, under the gnise of telling the beads 
of my rosary, his numerous virtues, bathing in this lake at 
the three periods of the day (»'.«, morning, mid-day and evening) and 
worshipping god Sira every day. I am of this sort then — a sinner, 
destitute of all auspicious signs, destitute of shame, cruel, without 
affection, murderous, condemnable, born to no purpose, with life 
fruitless, supportless and unhappy. What will the noble one (your 
honour) do, then, by seeing or asking me, who have committed the 
heinous sin of causing a Brihmsna's slaughter 1" Thus saying sho 
covered her face with the white hem of her bark garment, as if 
(veiling) the moon with a piece of an antnmoal cloud, and unable 
to check the irresistible ontborst of tears, wept loudly and long,- 
giving full escape to her sobs 

IffT'Vxom the very beginning OhandrapJda hid reverence produced 
in him for her, by her beauty, modesty, courtesy, and sweet address }. 
by her disattachment (to worldly pleasures), her great austerity, her 
serenity, her selflessness, her magnanimity and her parity. And 
then bis heart being captured by this additional (circumstance, ei*. 
the) narration of her story by her, which showed the goodness of 
her feelings, and by her gratitude displayed in that manner, he had 
his pleasure carried to a still bigber pitch. With a heart wet with 
pity, he spoke to her — "Havered lady, a person, afraid of torment^ 
devoid of gratitude, drawn by attachment to pleasures, and unable 
fo da an act worthy ot the fove (he feefsf, weeps, displaying affection 
merely by the useless shedding of tears. Bat by you, who bare done- 
everything by act alone, what possibly, that is worthy of lore, hat 
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cot been done, that yon should weep ; (by yon) for his (Pundarika’a)- 
sake, yonr very dear kinsmen, whose intimacy With yon had grown 
from yonr very birth, have been forsaken, as if they were strangers 
{lit. not familiar with yon) ; worldly pleasures, though within reach 
(at yonr disposal) have been despised, with the contempt dne to- 
grass ; the comforts of prosperity, exceeding that of Indra, have been 
resigned ; yonr body, tbongh exceedingly slender like a lotcs-sialk, 
has been reduced to extreme thinness by hardships (mortifications) 
nnsnited to it ; the ascetic-vow has been taken ; yonr sonl has been 
devoted to very austere penance j and a residence in the forest has 
been accepted, which it is hard for a woman to do. Moreover, life- 
is given np without any trouble at all by those overwhelmed with 
sorrow ; but it is only after a mighty effort that it is subjected to 
very great pain. This that is known as following one in death is 
exceedingly useless. It is a way traversed (followed) by the illiter- 
ate. it is a pastime of infatuation, it is a path of ignorance, it is an 
act of rashness, it is taking a narrow view of the matter, it is a- 
piece of great carelessness, and it is a blunder dne to folly, that lif& 
is resigned when one’s father, brother, friend or husband is dead. 
If life does not leave one of itself, it should not be resigned. If 
this matter be thought over, (it will be seen that) this giving- 
np of one’s life is for one’s own interest ; for it serves as a remedy 
for the unbearable agonies of sorrow suffered by one’s self. It 
brings no good whatever to the dead man. In the first place it is 
not a remedy to bring him back to life ; nor is it a means of adding- 
to the stock of his religions merit, nor the cause of securing a 
world of bliss for him, nor a remedy against his falling in hell, nor 
the way to see him, nor the cause of mutual onion. This (the dead * 
man) being helpless is taken to quite a different place, that is laid 
in store for him by the ripening of the fruits of his own actions 
while the other (the person giving np life) is simply united to 
(incurs) the sin of suicide (lit. incurred by a man killing himself). 
But living (i «. if he does not kill himself) he can do much good to the 
dead man and himself by the offering of water and the like; but 
dying after, to neither. Jnst remember, Rati, the dear and sole wife 
(of Madana), who, although her noble husband, the shark-bannered 
(SCarfana), the aftracter of the hearts of the whofe womankind', was 
burnt by the fire of Siva, did not inffer loss of life ; also Friths, 
of the race of Vrisbni, and daughter of Scrasena, who did dot give up 
her life, even when her worthy husband, Pindn, the whole of whose 
foot-stool was perfumed by the flowers from the crests of the whols- 
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"body of kings conquered by him with ease (iff. without concern), 
and who received contributions of tribute from the whole world, 
came to he the fuel to the fire of the corse of the sage Kimdama. 
Remember (JttarA, too, the daughter of VirAta, and a young woman 
who preserved her body (did not kill herself) although Abhiraanyu 
(her husband), who wa3 modest, heroic and a source of delight to 
the eyes like the young moon, died | and also Duhsald, Dhytta- 
rishtra’a daughter, fondled on their laps by her hundred brothers, 
who made no resignation of life, although Jayadratha, king of 
the Bindhns, who was very handsome and whose greatness was 
magnified by the gift of a boon from Siva, was sent to tho next world 
(killed) by Arjuna. And others are heard of by thousands, daughters of 
RSkshasas, gods, demons, ascetics, mortals, Siddhas, and Qandharvas, 
who, though bereft of their husbands, preserved their lives. And 
life might even be resigned, if his union (with you) were doubtful. 
But your ladyship herself has heard the words declaratory of your 
re-union. And what doubt can there be in a matter of actual experi- 
ence ? And bow can falsehood find a place, even though the cause he 
mighty, in the words of magnanimous persons of that sort — of forms 
not ordinary (commanding), and ever speaking the trnth? And wha: 
sort of union can there be of a living woman with a dead man ? 
Hence undoubtedly that noble person, bis mercy being roused, having 
. lifted him up, took him to heaven for restoring him to life. For 
the power of great men is beyond comprehension. Of various sorts are 
the courses of Worldly life, wonderful is (the working of) destiny 5 
the super-human powers gained by means of penance ore atteuded 
with extreme wonder \ and. manyfold ore the potentialities of 
actions (done in a previous life). Moreover, by us, oven considering 
the matter very carefnlly, what other reason for his being carried 
away can ba thought of, but the gift of life back to him ? And your 
ladyship should not consider this impossible. This path (of restoring 
the dead to life) has long been in practice. To cite instances — A 
young sage, Earn by name, the son of Pramati and the grandson of 
Ohyavana of the Bhrigu family, endowed, with half of his life, in 
the hermitage of Sthulakesa, a girl, PramadvarA by name, born of 
MenakA by ViSvivasu, the Gaodharva-kiug, whose life was des- 
troyed by a snake. And Arjuna also, who followed the sacrificial 
horse, and whose life was taken away with an arrow by his Sob 
B abhrnv&bana in tha van of battle, a NAga damsel, Olfipf by name, 
-endowed with breath (restored to life). Also Parlkehit, eon of 
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Abhimanyc, who was burnt by the fire from the missile of (dis — 
charged by) AsvatthSman, and who had escaped dead from the - 
womb, the divine Krishna, his mercy being roused by the lamenta- 
tions of Tjttari, restored to life, so difficult to get. And at Ujj'ayini, 
that same (god NSr&yajia) whose feet are worshipped by the three 
worlds, brought down the son of the Brlhraana S&mdipani, having 
carried him off from the city of "Xama. So something likq this will 
happen even in the present case. Still, what is to be done ? Who 
can be blamed? Providence is all-powerful ; destiny is strong. It 
Is not possible (for us) even to breathe at onr own will. Very wieked 
are the wilful workings of this accursed and extremely unfailing 
Fate. They do not allow love, charming by its sincerity, to endure 
for a long time. Generally, by their nature, joys are frail, being 
essentially of not long duration, while sorrows by their nature are 
of long duration. To explain — Somehow creatures come to be 
nnited in one life, while their separation continues for thousands 
of lives. Therefore it is not proper for yon to blame your irreproach- 
able self. Snch incidents do, indeed, befall those who enter the 
extremely intricate path of worldly existence. The firm-minded 
only surmount calamity.” With each-like and other gentle and 
soothing words he composed her and made her forcibly, although 
unwilling, to wash her face with the water he again brought from a 
spring, in the cavity formed by joining his hollowed palms. 

‘Ji’P.At this time the divine snn, having given up the duties of the 
day, had his face hung down, as if through sorrow caused by his 
hearing SfahaSveti’s story. Now when the day having faded, the 
son’s disk hnng down, glowing with the redness resembling the 
pollen of the full-developed blossoms of the Priyangu creepers 
when the qnarter-spaces (lit. faces) were being deserted by the 
glow of sunset, mellow like a silk garment faintly dyed with the 
juice of safflower ; when the sky, with its azure hidden, was being 
tinged (lit. smeared) with a reddish-brown hne resembling the glow 
of the pupils of the eyes of a Ohakora (the Greek partridge)} when 
the light of the evening twilight, reddish-brown like the hne of the 
cuckoo’s eye, was reddenning the world ; when the constellations of 
stars were rising (lit. sparkling) according to their respective 
magnitudes ; when the nightly darkness that was black in form 
like & wild bnffalo, and that stole away (narrowed) the expanse of 
the 'firmament, was spreading its blackness all round ; when the 
avenues of trees, with their greenness concealed by ths dense 
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■darkness, were being thickened ; when the wind begin to blow, in 
which heaviness (or, coolness) was produced by tbo drops oi nightly 
dew3, the passage of which was inferred from the strong fragrance 
of the wild flowers, and which agitated a dense mass of the twigs 
-of creepers ; and when the early part of the night was marked by 
birds still in slumber, — Mah&a'veti gently rose, performed the rites 
proper foT the evening twilight, after having washed her feet with 
-the water in her gourd, and breathing a hot sigh of sorrow lay 
down on her bark-coocb. Chandrlpid* too rose, and having offered 
homage to the evening Bamdhyi by offering a cavity-fal of spring- 
water, formed a bed of the soft and tender leaves of creepers on 
the second stone-slab. Seated on that (bed) ho again and again 
Sftiolved.'hUhisvett’a story in his mind, And the (following) 
thoughts arose in his mind :— ** Thus, then, indeed, is this flower- 
arrowed god terrible, being remediless, with his overbearing in- 
fluence hard to endare and agonizing, that even great men, over- 
come by him, have the firmness of their minds undermined; and 
not regarding the conrse of time (i.«. not allowing the lease of 
-their Vile to inn its toll contae) at once surrender life. All things 
considered, a bow to the Bhark-hannered God of love whose 
behests are honoured (implicitly obeyed) by all the three worlds!’’ 
And he asked the lady again — “Revered one, where is that Tar alibi 
gone, your attendant, your friend in the misfortune of a forest resi- 
dence, and your sharer in the practice of the vow of your suffering ?” 

t Then she told — “Noble one, the raoe of the Apsarasea, which 
1 told you was sprung from nectar— from that was born & daughter, 
with fascinating and^ long eyes, Xadiri by name. Her, his 
Majesty Ohitraratha, whose feet rest on the foot-stool formed by 
the buds in the form of the tapering crowns of the whole raoe of 
Gtndharvas, took for his wife. Highly delighted (with her), 
being drawn by the countless hosts. % cf her virtues, he favoured 
her with the title of ‘The Pricipal Queen/ (a title) unobtainable 
by (not falling to the lot of) any other fair woman, which put thq 
whole harem under her (sway), which was marked by a crown 
of gold, and which had’for its paraphernalia the royal umbrella, 
the wand and OUmataa. As' the .two, intent on developing 
mutual love, enjoyed the pleasures of youth, a priceless (lit. 
jewel of a) daughter, was in course of time horn to them, Kldam- 
barl by name ; sha was a standing wonder, the one life, as it were, 
■of her parents, or of the very race of the Gandharvas, or rather, 
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-of the whole world of mortal*. She, who, from her lirtb, shared 
with me seat, bed, drink and food, ha* been my friend from child- 
hood, the object of great love, and the home of my confidence 
-of every kind. Together ware learnt by her and by me the arts, 
snch as dancing, singing and others ; and wa passed our childhood 
iu sports, proper for children, fnlly according to our pleasure (/{f. 
being quite free from restraint). She, filled with sorrow caused 
by my lamentable tale, made the resolve “Hever shall I, in any 
way, get married (fir. allow my hand to be accepted by any one) 
t ill itahlsveti continues to be in grief ”, and declared on an oath 
before her friend* that, in case her father wished to give her away 
by force to any one against her will, she would end her life, by 
starvation, or by fire, or by (hanging herself np with) a rope, or by 
poison. And all that determined talk of his daughter, in which 
her resolve was expressed, Ohitrsratha, the king of Gandharvas, 
heard, passing from ear to ear, from his servants. Seeing her 
who had attained budding yonth a* time passed on, be, falling a 
■victim to great anxiety, did not enjoy a moment’s ease. Nor could 
iie say anything to her as she was his only child and very 
Nearly laved by him. Thus seeing no other way (ont of the 
difficulty) and desming that to be what the time demanded, he 
-took counsel with his chief queen, HadiiS., and sent (to me) just to- 
day at dawn, a chamberlain, Kshlroda by name, with the message— 
Child Hahasveti, this is aaother (aisfortnne) coming upon ns 
whose hearts are already burnt by yonr affair; now yon are onr 
xesortin permading K&dambari to give np her resolve.” There- 
•upon, ont of respect for the words of the elders and my affection 
^or my friend, I sent that Taraliki with Kshiroda, with the 
message—'* Friend Kidambarl, why do yon afflict a person already 
-affiic ted, yet more ? If yon wish me to live, then act up to the 
-words of your parents.” And when Taraliki had been not long 
.gone, jnst then yonr noble self came here.” Having said this, she 
became silent. 

^3- About this time arose the divine moon, the crest-jewel of 
"Siva’s mass of matted hair, imitating as it were the heart 
of Mihisveti with its central part burnt by the fire of sorrow 
bearing as it were, the great sin of having caused the death 
-of the young ascetic, and displaying, as it were, the long-ingrained 
*car of the burning of Diksha’a curse, under the guise of his spot, 
and leaking like the left breast of Parrati white with a thick 
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besmearing of holy ashes and half covered with the black antelope’s 
skin. When the orb of the moon, the alluvial island in the 
vast ocean of the sky, the auspicious pot (filled with water) for the 
sleep of the seven worlds, and the friend of the night-lotuses, which 
caused the opening of the beds of moon-lotuses, which whitened 
the ten quarters, which was white like a conch, which spread 
abont whiteness, and which was the enemy of (i.e., dispelled) the 
pride of prond women, rose up gradually ; when the lustres of the 
stars were being narrowed, being overpowered (eclipsed) by the 
streams oi lnnar rays ; when the ooziDgs of the moon-stones on the 
Kail&sa mountain, flowing in streams, were falling on all sides ; 
when the water of the Achchhoda lake, full of collections of lotus- 
fibres, appeared to have the beauty of the*beds of its day-lotuses 
destroyed by the Moou’s rays falling upon them, as if for attack- 
ing them; when the pairs of Ohakrav&ka birds, all round, over- 
taken by sleep brought on by stupor and with their bodies shaken 
by the very big waves, ware crying piteously in their separation ' r 
and when on the moon-rise being complete the multitude of 
the charming Vidyidhara women going to meet their lovers, bear- 
ing a mist of tests of joy in their eyes and sporting in the 
sky, had quickly gone away ; Ohandraplda, seeing that MahAsveta 
had fallen asleep, slowly' lay down on his leafy couch; and while 
thinking— ‘What might VaisampAyana, or poor ratralekhS, or the 
multitude of princes, be possibly thinking about me at suoh a time ” 
he sank into sleep. 

Now the night having worn away, as MahAsvetA sat on a 
stone-slab at day-break, having performed her morning adorations 
and was muttering the holy aghamarthana-manlrai, and when 
ChandrApida also had finished his morning riles, Taralika made her 
appearance early in the morning, followed by a Gandharva lad, 
KeySraka by name. He was sixteen years of age, had a stately 
form, and walked with steps heavy like the gait (steppings) of a 
lordly elephant, dull on account of the exhaustion caused by in- 
toxication. His long and round thighs were gray with faded 
sandal-unguent. His complexion was yellowish red owing to the 
colour of saffron (applied to his body). He wore an under-gar- 
ment only, which was held fast by a belt formed of golden chains, 
and the skirts of which flattered (la the wind) except where it was tied 
round his waist. As he had a very attenuated (thin) waist, he ap- 
peared as if divided in the middle. He had a broad chest and long: 
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and stout arms that were well-rounded. He had a bracelet of rabies 
swinging about round his left wrist. He bore a rain-bow-lik© 
net-work of downward shooting rays, spreading about from the 
jewel of his ear-ornament, as if it were a party-coloured upper- 
garment thrown on one of his shoulders. Ho had a lower lip, soft 
like a mango-sprout and darkened by the colour of the betel 
that he chewed ceaselessly. By the whiteue»s of his two eyes that 
etretahed os far as the ears and that were naturally white, he seemed 
to be whitening the quarter-spaces, to be showering beds of Ku- 
muda lotuses, and masing the day consist of Pundirika lotuses. 
His forehead was broad like a gold band. His hair was straight 
ahd dark like a swarm of be=s. His mien was not rustic (t. e. was 
like that of a city-bred person) and be was clever on account of 
his connexion with a royal palace. On coming T*ralik& looked long 
at OhandrSpida, being filled with cariosity as to who he could 
be, and approaching MakSsveti she bowed and sat near her respect- 
fully. After that Keynraka. too, having bowed with his head bent 
very low, sat down ou a stone-slab at somo distance assigned to 
him by the glance of If ahisvel 4. Wtenho sat down there, he was filled 
with astonishment on seeing Ohandrapjda’s excessive beauty, never 
Seen before, which threw into the back-ground the God of love 
and which laughed at (scorned) the beauty of gods, demons 
Gandbarva" and YidySdbaras. 

‘^^When her jopa (muttering of prayers) was finished, JIah&sveta 
asked Tarsliki — “Did you see my dear friend, Kadambari, in good 
health? Will she act according to what I said ?" Thereupon that 
TarlikS, with head bent down through humility and the lobe of 
her ear inclined a little, said respectfully in an exceedingly sweet 
voice — “Princess, I did, indeed, see Princess K&dambari, well in all 
respects, and communicated the whole of your message to her. 
The counter-message sent by her on hearing it, after weeping ao 
as to poor down a shower of big drops of tears continuously 
falling down, this Keyuraka, her lute-bearer, sent by herself, will 
tell you/' Saying this she ceased (speaking). When she stopped 
speaking, Keyuiaha said: — “Princess iiahisveta, my lady Kidambari. 
having closely embraced yon at the neck, sends this me- sage— ‘Tell 
me whether whet Taraliki having come here said to me was {an 
act of) compliance with the words of my parents, or the testing 
of my heatt, or a clever reproof for ay fault in slaying at home 
(when you live in a forest), or a desire for putting au end to (our) 

K. T- SO 
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friendship, or the means of giving op the person devoted to yon, 
or wrath. Ton do know that my heart is overfilled with the 
flow of love (for yon) that is inborn. How were yon not asham- 
ed to send me anoh a crnel message? By whom were you, who 
talked bo sweetly, taught to speak what is unpleasant ? What 
man of feeling, although himself well situated, will possibly direct 
bis thought to (think of doing) such an act, insignificant and 
unpleasant in the end ? What to say, then, of a person like me 
whose heart is overwhelmed with excessive sorrow? When the 
mind is wearied by the sorrow of a friend, what hope of happi- 
ness, what mental cnre, what enjoyments, or what merry-making, 
can there be? How should I gratify the wish of K&ma, who is so 
dreadful, who is a worker of evil, like poison, and by whom my 
dear friend has been reduced to such a plight? When the lotns- 
plants are distressed on account of the sun’s setting, even the 
young female of the Ohakravaka give* up the pleasures of union 
with her mate on account of her familiarity due to her residence 
among them. Bow much more, then, should women do it? 
Moreover, how can another man enter that my heart wherein 
dwells, day and night, my dear friend, affiioted with the loss of 
her husband and avoiding the sight of another male? And 
while my friend afflicted with separation from her lover and 
moitltjlTig her body by hard pen»uc*s, has been suSeting great 
distress, bow can I, ignoring ail this and seeking my own 
happiness, marry ? And how can 1 enjoy happiness ? Again, out of 
my affection for yon, having assumed, in this matter, an indepen- 
dence which is contrary to maidenhood, I have accepted infamy, disre- 
garded modesty, transgressed the words of my parents, cared 
not for the gossip ot the people, and set aside bashfulnees, the 
natural ornament of womankind. Tell, then, how possibly can one 
(who has done so much) again proceed in this matter (think of 
marrying) ? Therefore, here are my hands folded; here is my bow 
to yon; and here I seize your feet. Favour me; you are gone to 
the forest from here with my life. So don’t you entertain this 
idea in your mind, even in a dream.*” With these words he 
resumed silence. 

V>^Mahasvet4, however, having heard that, thought fot * long 
time, and saying, “ Go, I will myself go there and do what is fitting,” 
dismissed Keyfiraka. And when Keydraka had departed, she 
said to Ghaudrapida— ” Prince, delightful U Hemnkatu, and the 
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capital of Ghitrsratha marvellous. The Kimnsra country abounds 
in cmiosities ; the world of Gandharvas is lovely ; and E&dambari is 
straight-forward and noble. Therefore, if you think the journey will 
not cause much trouble to you, if no important business in hindered, 
if your mind has a curiosity to behold a region not seen before, if 
you are inclined to follow my words, if the sight of wonders gives 
you pleasure, if I can properly make sueh a request, if you deem 
this person (myself) to be not worthy of a refusal, if some slight 
familiarity has grown up betweea us, and if thia person deserves to 
be favoured, then yon will please not refuse my request. Going 
from here with me to Hemakuta, and there having seen Kidambar!, 
the treasure of extreme loveliness, and not differing from me (like 
my second self), you will remove this freak of the infatuation of 
her mind caused by the ill-conceived idea, and having rested there 
for a day, you will return at day-break tomorrow. On seeing you, 
a causeless friend, my mind, overwhelmed with the load of the 
darkness of grief, has certainly, after a very long time, breathed 
-ont as it were (fonnd relief); and on my having told you my story, 
my sorrow has become bearable, as it were. Unions with good 
men delight a person, although afflicted. And the appearance of 
virtue in persons like you solely tends to bring about the happiness of 
others.” To her who had thus epoken, Ohandrapida replied— “Lady, 
from the time of his seeing you, this person is not his own master 
(is in your power); let him be appointed at pleasure to duties to be 
done without heiitation.” Having said this he started with her. 

‘'Having in due course gone to Hemakuta and reached the 
palace of the Gandharva-king, ho crossed seven courts with gold- 
arched gates and arrived at the gate of the mansion of the 
Princess. The way being led by the body of porters who had 
golden staves in their hands, who ran forward at the sight of 
^fahiiveti, bowing while yet at a distance, the prince entered and 
saw the inside of the residence of the princess (H&dambari). It 
was crowded with hundreds of thousands of women that could not 
be counted. It was, as it were, another world of mortals consist- 
ing of women (alone). It seemed as if the womankind of the 
wwVia ka/i k*/v2. ssJAtctei Vv£t\h.« Vn wMrtVnvii “iWit 
totality. It was, as it were, a new creation without men, or a new 
continent of women sprung into existence, or the advent of a fifth 
Age wherein woman only existed, or a (new) creation of a Creator 
•who hat ed (did not like to create) men. It seemed %s if it were a 



236 


[ pp. 277-278* 

treasury of women created and placed there for the supply (lit. 
distribution) of women in several Kalpat (periods of creation).. 
Being eurronnded on all sides by the very extensive flood of the 
light of the lustrous beauty of young women, which swept over 
all the space between the quarters, and which seemed to sprinkle 
over the day an abundance of ambrosial liquid, or to wet the 
world’s space, and by the ornaments of emerald, shedding profuse 
lustre, it seemed to be all aglow with light and to have its shape 
formed with thousands of lunar orbs. It seemed to be fashioned 
all round with moonlight. In it the round of quarters was pro- 
duced by the lustres of ornaments. In it all requisites were 
supplied by the sportive actions of women. All its parts were 
created with the blandishments of youth. In it a store was made 
&3 it were with the amorous sporting 3 of Rati, and in it the space 
was made np of the actions of Oupid. All the persons in 
it, and all its parts, wore as if coated with love. It all consisted* 
of th’e erotic sentiment, of beanty, of the presiding deity of. 
enjoyment, of the God of love, of curiosity, of marvel, and of the 
tenderness of youth. 

700 o w i n g to the very large number of the maidens, he saw there 
a shower of the orbs of the moon falling all round, as it were, on 
account of the splendour of their faces ; the ground as if fall of 
moving bine lotuses on account of their casting side-glances ; hosts 
of the bowB of Cnpid moving about, as it were, on account of the 
prominent smorous knitting of their creeper like eye-bows • 
collections of the nights of the dark half of a month gathering 
together, as it were, on account of the dark mass of their tresses. 
On account of the splendours of their smiles, he saw there as if 
the days of spring moving about, white with full-blown flowers. 
On account of the perfumes of the winds of their breathings 
the treazes from Malaya, as if blowing all round ; and on account 
of the brightness (transparency) of their broad cheeks, thousands 
of mirrors made of jewels flashing about. He saw the world of 
mortals showering down collections of red lotuses, on account of tho 
redness of their palms ; the spaces of the eight quarters as if 
packed with thousands of the arrowa of Oupid, on account of the 
shooting of tho rays of their nails ; as if the flights of domestic 
peacocks flying cp, in consequence of the closters of rain-bowe 
formed by the rays of their ornaments; and as if thousands of 
Onpi-s called int> existenos by the changes (emotions and their 
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external manifestations) closed by youth. He also beheld how the 
maidens were practising anovel kind of Sura:a (the enjoyment of love- 
aport) under the disguise of doing their wonted duties : (thus he 
beheld) the seizures of hands when they leaned on the arms of their 
friends ; the ways (or, acts) of kissing, (when playing) on Antes ; 
the operations of scratches with nails, on lutes the strokes given 
with the palm of the hand, in their sportings with a ball 5 clasp- 
ing! with slender creeper-like bands, when cast ronnd the necks 
of pois used for watering the palace-creepers ; the swingings of 
large hips, on the sportive swings; the inflictions of teeth (-marks), 
in the acts of crushing the betel-rolls ; the transferrings of the 
monthfnls of wine, (in the act of throwing monthfnls of wine) 
at the Dakula trees ; striking! with the feet, in the acts of kick- 
ing the Asoka trees; and hissings, in their stnmblings against the 
flower-offerings (placed on the gronnd). 

^Where the brightness of surface of the cheeks of the maidens 
•(served the purpose of) the washing of their faces ; their eyes 
(stretching as far as their ears) were the bine lotuses worn 
on the ears ; the brilliance of smiles was the cosmetic applied 
to the body ; the breathings were the preparations for per- 
fuming things (garments and the like) ; the lustre of the nether 
lips was the saffron-paint ; their talks were the sounds of the 
late ; their tender arms were the garlands of the Champaka 
flowers ; their palms were the sportive lotu*es ; their breasts were 
the mirrors ; their bright complexion was the silk cloth fot 
veiling the body -, their broal hips were the sportive jewel-slabs ; 
the redness of their tender toes was the red lac-dye for the feet; 
and tho rays of the nails of their toes were the collections of 
flowers offered (to the deities) on the pavements. Where (the 
women were so delicate that) even the red lac-juice (when 
applied) was a great burden to tho feet ; even the wearing of the 
girdle of a garland of Bakula flowers caused an obstacle in their 
walking ; where even tho weight of unguents (applied to the 
body) accelerated their breathing ; even the load of a garment was 
the sonrce of Ianguidneas ; the patting on of an auspicious 
bracelet as an amulet was the cause of the shaking ©J ibe bands ; 
even the wearing of a flower as a head-ornament was fatiguing . 
and even the wind causal by the wings of bees hovering round the 
lotuses worn as ear«ornamects was wearisome. Similarly, where 
rising at the sight of a friend, without leaning (on a maid- 
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servant's hand), was an act of extreme rashness ; the capacity to- 
bear the burden of a necklace in decorations was (doe to) the 
power of the hardness of breasts ; in the gathering of flowers, 
even taking np a second flower was unbecoming in a young 
woman ; among the arts to be practised, the wreathing of a garland 
was an act fit only for a person not delicate ; and in bowing to 
deities, the breaking of the waist (if it happened) cansed no 
great wonder. 

'i b^^Vhen he had walked eome distance into the inside of that 
(maidens’ palace) of this description, he heard the various exceed- 
ingly charming talks of the maids in closer attendance onKadambari. 
These were — “0 LivalikS, construct basins at the roots of the 
Lavali creepers with Ketakl-pollen.” “Sagarikd, scatter jewel-dnst 
in the gold tanks of scented water.” "Mrinkliki, besprinkle with 
handfuls of saffron-powder the pairs of toy-Ohakravlkas in the 
beds of artificial lotus-plants.” “Sladhnkarikd, scent pots containing 
perfumes with the juice of camphor-sprouts.” “RajanikA, place jewel 
lamps In the dark TamAla avenues.” “ Knmndiki, cover the pome- 
granates with nets of pearls to protect them from the swarms of 
birds.” “Niponikh, draw ornamental lineal paintings with saflron- 
joice on the breasts of jewel-dolls.” “Utpaliki, cleanse with golden 
brooms the emerald dais in the plantain-house.” “Kesariki, sprinkle 
with wine the bouses formed of garlands of the Bakula flowers.” 
"MilstikA, redden with the dust of red lead the ivory roof of Kima’s 
temple.” “NalinikA, give the domestic royal swans the honey of 
lotuses to drink.” ‘‘KadalikA, take the tame peacocks to the shower- 
house.” “Kamaliniki, give the milky juice of lotus-fibres to the young 
ones of OhakravAkas.” “Chit alatikA, give the meal of mango buds and 
sprouts to the caged male cuckoos.” “PnllavikA, feed the domestic 
HSritaa (pigeons) with the bits of the tender leaves of the pepper 
creeper.” “Lavangikd, throw in the cages of the Ohakoras bits of 
the leaves of the long pepper and Tandola plants.” “Madhukariki, 
make some ornament) of flowers.” '‘3fayfirikA, dismiss the pairs of 
Kimnaras in the music hall.” “Kadaliki, place pairs of the Jivamjlvas 
(partridges) on the top of the pleasure-mountain.” ''Haripiki, give 
the caged parrots and mainai (starlings) their lesson.” 

'*■ He heard these, and other jocular talks alio, such at— 
«Ohamarika, manifesting false girlish innocence, whom do yon 
Wish to deceive t" “O you maddened by the graces of youth, yon 
are (your real character is) known, since, yon, with your form 
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teat down by the weight of your pitcher-like breast3, are leaning 
on the peacocks (sculptured) on the jewel-pillars.” ‘‘0 yon desirous 
of jokes, yon are talking to your own image reflected in the wall 
of jewels.” «0 yon with your upper garment removed by the 
wind, troubling the palm of yonr hand yon (are trying to) catch 
the brilliance of yonr pearl-uecklare.” “0 yon afraid of stumbling 
against the lotuses forming the offerings (made to deities) on the 
jewelled pavement, you are avoiding the reflections of yonr own 
face.” <4 0 yon who surpass the tenderness of lotus-fibres and flowers 
by the pride of yonr own delicacy, yon are using the palm of 
yonr hand as an umbrella to keep off the light of rabies fallen 
through the latticed window, mistaking it for morning sunshine.” 
“0 you, from whose hand drooping through fatigue, the Ckotcrte 
has fallen down, yon are (simply) waving about the stream of the 
rays of your nails.” While just hearing these and such other 
talks he arrived at the precincts of £idambari's residence. 

Then he beheld the road (leading to it). It appeared to 
stretch on like a sandy bank on account of the masses of pollen 
dropped from (the flowers of) the creepers in the garden; it looked 
like a rainy day on account of the showers of the juice of the 
fruits of the mango trees in the court-yard pierced with their 
nails by the noisy cuckoos ; it appeared misty on account of the 
particles of the streams of wine sprinkled over the Baknla trees 
that wen scattered by the wind; it looked like a stretching island, 
of gold Owing to the offerings of the petals of Chamjxita flowers - T 
and like an avenue of the dark J*‘oia trees, owing to the darkness 
produced by the bees alighting on the collections of flowers. 
In the same way it appeared like the ocean of the Riga (passion — 
redness) of the women moving about, on account of the streams 
of the liquid ahltak a dye applied (by then) to their feet ; like the 
(aspect of the) day of the production of nectar, by the fragrance 
Of the unguents applied to their bodies (by the women) ; like the 
world of the moon, by th9 circular, iTory, ear-ornaments ; like a 
grove of the Priymgu creepers,* on account of the linear decora- 
tions drawn with black «juru paste ; it appeared red by the 
Sprouts of the (red) as'olj used a3 ear-ornaments ; white with the 
unguents of sandal jaiee ; and green with the ornaments of 
Sirlsha flowers. And it had the appearance of an entrance to a 
•With the additional portion— '—.^creepers, by the orcsmectal Xilaio 
marks made with Gcre<\ata paint ; appearing lice on account 
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long street formed by the multitude of women come to wait npon 
(Kddambari) standing erect on both sides, os if with walls 
of lustrous beauty. And he beheld flowing along it (tbs way) 
the splendour of the rays of ornaments fallen upon it in a mass as 
though it were the continnoas (shining) stream of the water of 
a river. And entering into it, like an opposite current, he saw a 
beautiful pavilion, the front part of which was occupied (guarded) 
by a numbor of female door-keepers. 

/S' 2 - There in i!a central part he saw KSdsmbsri surrounfed by a 
bevy of damsel*, sitting in a circle formed round her on all 
aides, numbering several thousands, and with their numerous 
ornaments flashing forth, thus looking as if they were a cluster 
of Wish-granting trees. She was seated on a conch that was not 
very large and that was cavered with a coverlet of bine silk, 
resting on her bent creeper-like arm placed on a white pillow, and 
thus looking like the earth resting on the task of the Great Boar. 
She was being famed by eAaurl -bearers, who, on account of the 
graceful movements of their long and tender arms, looked as if 
they were swimming in the expansive stream of the water of the 
brilliance of her body. Owing to the falling of her reflection in 
the jewel-pavements she seemed to be borne down by the KSgas; 
in the jewel-walls near by, to be carried away by the guardians of 
the directions ; in the jewel-ceiling alove, to be lifted up by the 
gods ; to be placed in their hearts by the pillars of gems ; to be 
completely drunk in by the palace mirrors ; and to be led up to 
the surface of the sky by the Yidyddharas, that were carved in the 
central part of the pavilion, with faces looking down. She seemed 
to be surrounded by the three worlds colle'ted together through 
curiosity to behold her, under the guise of pictures drawn (all 
round) | to be gazed at by the palace itself, in which the variegated 
eyes (on their tails) were spread oat by hundreds of peaoocks dancing 
to the jingle oi ornaments, as if it bad thousands of eyes produced 
lot it by curiousity. 8he was being gazed upon with winkless 
(steady) eyes even by her own attendants, as if they had gained the 
eyes of celestials (which do not wink) through their eagarness to see 
her. All her limbs were occupied oven by auspicious physical signs, 
as if being seized by a passion (for her). She was casting aside child- 
hoed, as thongh it were an unlucky thing (fit. Lad laid by no religions 
merit). Although not given (toil) she was being possessed by' 
youth, being as it were under the power of the inflaence of love. 
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•She was giving rise, as it were, to a river of coral-liquid by means 
of her two feet bearing 3 series of shining nails looting like 0 
cluster of stars on earth and possessing toes winch looted as if 
they were the rays of the steady redness of the feet issuing out, 
or the streams of the water of her loveliness reddened by the 
alalial a dye, dropped down, or the tips of the fringe of the red 
garment worn by her settled down there ; which cansed the 
illusion of the pencils of the rays of the gems in the foot- 
ornaments j and which, on account of their extreme delicacy, 
seemed to emit a shower of the streams of blood through the 
holes (In the form) of nails. Her loins were' being touched by 
the pencil of the rays of the gems in her anklets, going, np as it 
were to offer help (support) to the pair of her thighs that were 
weighed down by the load of her heavy buttocks. She possessed 
ft couple of thighs which were, as it were, the stream of her love- 
liness running in two channels, being obstructed by her slab-like 
loins as it flowed down from her waist^when firmly compressed 
by the baud of the Creator (to make it small). Her round hips 
were encircled by a girdle-string which spTead ont to a great 
distance a ring of rays, as if thereby keeping off, through 
jealon*y, the sight of any other male, or attaining magnitude 
through its curio»ity (to know the measure of her hips), or mani- 
festing horripilation through the pleasure of the touch (of her 
hips), Her hips were very heavy, as if through th a weight of the 
hearts of all men fallen thereon. Her waist was being reduced (in 
sire), as if through grief at the sight of her face being 
prevented by her lofty breasts. 8 he had a ’ circular navel, 
depressed like an eddy (or, having curling hair round it), as if it 
were the impression of the fingers of the Creator, when touching 
(that part of her body), sunk deep on account of her softness. 

• She bote a curling lino of hair (rising up from her naTel) as if it 
wera a row of the letters of a panegyric on his conquest of the 
three worlds written by Cupid. She wa 3 adorned with heavy 
(protuberant) breats, with the reflection of the sprouts worn on 
the ears as ornaments fallen therein, (and therefore looking) as. 
if they were the foot-stool of the God of lore, issuing forth, being 
tossed up with th^ palm of it 3 baud (in the form of the reflection 
of the sprouts) by her heart wearied by its great weight (on account 
of Cupid sitting upon it). She was brightly decked by her two 
arms, which stretched down like the two rap of her ear-ornaments 
•ahoo'.icg downwards and looked like two lotus-stalks in the water 

K. T. 31 
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of her pare lustrous completion ; and by a pair of hands, ■which 
poured a stream of the rays of their nails as if they were shedding 
a cluster of streams of the water of perspiration brought ou by 
the fatigue caused by (Her bearing) the weight of the bracelets of 
rubies. Her chin-region was seized by its up-stretched rays 
(hands) by her pearl-necklace, bs it it were propping up her face 
that was being bent down by the weight of her breasts. She 
appeared splendid'witb her two lips red like coral, and looking 
as if they were the two waves, curled-up, of the ocean of the Riga 
(redness-passion) stirred up by the wind of fresh youth; with her 
pair of cheeks, of a bright red and transparent complexion and 
having the appearance of a vessel of rubies inwardly filled with 
tha liquid of wine; and with a long and straight nose, as charming 
as the jewelled fiddle-stick of Rati's lute. She seemed to be intent 
on making the world of mortals full of glances by her pair of 
eyes, which were slightly red at the corners, as if through anger 
towards the ears for checking their (further) progress, and which 
were (as it were) the Milky Ocean for the residence of the 
Lakahmi (splendour) of her face. Her broad and long forehead 
was sot off (fir. illumined) by her two eye-brows, the two lines 
of rut of the e’ephant in the form of her youth, and by the 
ttfalo mark made with red arsenic paint as if it were the heart 
of Cupid affected by Riga (redness — love) cluDg to her face. She 
had beautiful ears almost covered with the best gold lalipatta 
ornaments giving rise to tha illusion of (causing to be con- 
founded with them) (two) lines of honsy trickling down from 
(two) lotuses worn as ornaments, and having the Xulldalat, made 
of emeralds and rubies set on gold leaves, oscillating. Her long 
mass of bsir was being washed, as if with wine, by the cluster 
of rays issuing forth from her crest-jewel, which had turned her 
forehead red and which had fallen on (lit. kissed) the parting line 
of her hair." She indicated her superior good fortune by reason 
of Gnpid having ^ entered. all her limbs, as if with the desire of 
vanquishing Pfirvati, proud on account of Siva having entered 
half of her body.J She seemed to be creating hundreds of Lakshmis 
from her form, by means of its reflections, as if to remove 
(humble) the pride of Nariyana delighted at having placed on» 
Rakahmi on his , bosom. By means of her graceful smiles she 
was as it were casting in tbs directions thousands ot moons tor 
dispelling the vanity of Siva, filled with wonder at bis having 
placed ons moon on his forehead. She was producing millions 
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of Onpids, (each living) in each heart, as if throngh wrath against 
Siva who cruelly burnt the one Cupid (that wa3 in the world). 
She was, getting small sand-banka mads in the pleasure-rivera with 
the sand of the pollen of lotuses, that the familiar pair of the 
Ohakravlkas, that were wearied by their nightly wakefulness, might 
sleep upon them. She waa ordering the female keeper of Swans 
to bind with a chain of lotus-fibres and to bring to her the pair 
of her pet swans that had started after (were following) the jingling 
of the anklets of the (female) servants. She waa giving to the 
young of a domestic deer that wa3 licking the rays of the emeralds 
in the ornaments, the tender shoots of barley after having taken 
them from the ear of her friend. She was honouring with the gift 
of all her ornaments the female garden-keeper, come to inform her 
of the first appearannce of flowers on creepers tended by herself. 
She was repeatedly engaging in conversation (fit., making her talk) 
the S'abara female, keeping gnard over her pleasnra-mountain, who 
had brought to her a vessel of leaves filled with Sowers and fruits 
of various kinds, and who was a source of laughter (amusement) on 
account of her speech being unintelligible. She was playing with 
bees, ns if with black balls, which (although) struck with the palm 
of her hand were ngain and again rising up, being blinded by the- 
fragrance of her breath (fit , month). She was striking hard on 
her head with her sportive lotns, after laughing at her, her ehauri- 
bearer, who had laughed disapprovingly on hearing the note of 
the hir\ta birds confined in a cage. She was striking 

with a handful of fragrant powder on the breast her 
betel bearer who had a reflection of the crescent-shaped 
ornaments inlaid with pearls fallen (on her breast) under the 
belief (thinking) that it was a nail-mark covered with a cluster 
of the drops of perspiration. With a laugh she was covering 
her CAotrrw-hearer on the cheek with the tender epront that 
formed her ear-ornament placed there (fir. given) as a mark (fir. 
under the guise) of favour, through the suspicion that the 
reflection of the jewel ear-ring (on her cheek) was the round mark 
of a nail heavily implanted (thereon). Like the earth that has 
cast aside the contact of the great Kuta mountains and that rests 
(lit, is seated) on the hoods of Sesha (the serpent-king), she had 
had refused (matrimonial) connexion with kings of high pedigrees,, 
and was determinately occupied with (fit. eeated on) other 
enjoyments (than those of married life). Like the glory of the> t 
spring-month in which the redness cf the trees is Tendered dnjkjr 
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by the pollen of flowers borne away by swarms of bees, she bad the 
fragrant powder applied to her body gray like (or, had the redness 
of her feet made gray by) the polleh of flowers carried away by 
swarm9 of bees. Like autnmn, in which the pride of peacocks is 
removed by the notes of the birds born in the Manasa lake (the 
Swans) it gives rise to, she humbled tbo pride of S'iva by the 
sounds of the arrows of Oupid produced by her. Like pArvat! 
whose head ornament is covered with the rays of the moon, 
she was robed in white silk nnd wore ornaments on her head. 
Like the line of forests on the sea-shore which has its grove 
of the Tamila trees dark like a swarm of bees, she had a 
face (decked) with hair deep dark like a swarm of bees* 
Like the moon who seized (abducted) the wife of Guru 
(Brihaspati) through the powerful working of intense passion, she 
had her heavy hips possessed of the graces of intense love. Like a 
row of woods whioh has its interior decked with the palish dark 
Lavall creepers, she bad her middle (waist) beautiful by the creeper- 
like folds of skin of a colour yellowish white with a tinge of dark. 
Like the splendour of the morning, which is decked with the hue of 
the lotuses opened by the ray* emitted by tho sun, she had her 
ornaments of rubies inlaid with the ray* of bright pearls. Like the 
lotos-lake of the firmament, in whioh tho Mula constellation (or, the 
extensive constellation of bfnla) of a mellow white like a lotus- 
etalk ie eeen in the clear eky, the root of her thighs, delicate 
like a lotus-fibre, was seen through her clean (floe) garment. 
Like a row of peacocks with tho sides of the eyes (on their 
tails) flashing from their thick plumages touching their hips, 
she was one whoso massive tresses touched her hips nnd who 
was beautiful like the shining moon (or, who looked beautiful 
with the Chan&raka ornament ehining ont from her mass of hair, 
&o.). Like the Wish-granting tree which grants fruits according 
to one’s desires, she was pre-eminently to grant the frnits of Jove. 
She was repeatedly asking EeySraka who was sitting facing her, 
close in her front, whose talk was connected with Chandfdplda, and 
who was lond in praising his beauty (such questions as)— "Who i*. 
he? Whose child is he Bnd what is his name? What is his 
appearance or his age ? What does be say or what did yon say 
to him ? How long did you see him ? How did MahAsvetA come to 
be familiar with him ? And will be come here ? ” 

(As for Ohandraplda) his heart swelled np (with joy) like the 
•water of tho ocean on beholding the- beauty of the moon of 
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KAdambari’s lace. And he thonght in his mind — “ Why did the 
Creator not make all my other senses consist of eyes ? Or what - 
noble deed did nay eye do that it should behold her unchecked Z 
Oh » Wonderfnl is this one abode of all charming objects created 
by the Creator ! Whence were the^e atoms of exceeding beauty 
procured - Surely, then, from the drops ot tears that fell from 
her conpla of eyes owing to the pain caused by the Creator’s 
passing the palm of his hand (over her body) when he fashioned 
her, all the bed3 of the Kumuda, Kanala, Kutalaya and the 
Saujanihita kinds of lotnses have sprung np. Just os he was thus 
thinking Ms eye fell on (met) her pair of eyes. Then as ahe too 
thought that he was surely the nan of whom Keyuraka bsd 
spoken, her eye too, dilated with wonder at the sight of hia 
exceeding beauty, and with its gaze steadfstly fixed, rested long 
on him. And the very moment Ohandripida, agitated (with love) 
at the sight of KAdambari and illumined by the lustre of her eyes, 
shone like a mountain. On seeing him, first horripilation, then the 
jingle of her ornaments, and thereafter KAdambari, rose up. Now 
the God of love himself produced perspiration in her the fatigue 
of rising up hastily (to receive Mm) became a pretext. The tremor 
of the thighs hindered her motion ; the flock of swans attracted 
by the jingling of her anklets got the blame. The flow of acce- 
lerated breath agitated her garment ; the wind of the cAcunss came 
to bs the cause. Her hand rested on her heart simply through the 
desire of toccMng Chaadrip’da who had entered in (her heart); its 
being so placed for covering the breasts was a pretext. Joy caused 
the fall of tho water of tears ; the pollen of the flower used as ear- 
ornament that was shaken o5 was an exense. Bashfnlness itself 
did not allow her to speak; the swarm of bees attracted by the 
fragrance of the lotu3 of her face (merely) became the cause (lit. 
door to that). The very pain, caused by the firet stroke of Cupid’s 
sbalt, caused (made her seed forth) a hissing sound; the wonnd 
caused by the thom3 of the Ittala in the offering of flowers (placed 
on the ground) became the csose. Tremor itself shook the palm, 
of her hand; motioning hack the portress about to tell her some- 
thing wa3 a pretence. And at that time a 3 Cnpid was entering 
KAdambari, there arose a second (rival) Cupid, as it ware, who 
entered the heart of Chandrifida along with her. For (to make it 
clear) he, too, considered the (spreading) brilliance of her jewel- 
ornaments the screen (hiding him from her); counted (resarded) 
her entrance into his heart as (his) acceptance (by k"er); looked upon. ■ 
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•the tinkling of her ornaments as a conversation 5 thought the. 
capture by her of all his senses a grace j and fancied even contact 
with the brilliance of her body a 9 the happiness of a union 
with her. 

Kidambari walked forth a few steps as if with difficulty, and 
longingly and with great affeotion clasped at the neck Mahalvetl, 
in whom a yearning was produced on acconnt of her seeing her 
(Kadambari) after a long time, hlah&sveti, too, embraced her at the 
neck yet more firmly and said — ‘‘Dear Kidambari, in the continent 
of Bh4rata there is a king, TirAplda by name, who has set his 
seal on the four oceans by the scratches made by the edges of the 
hoofs of his numerous noble steeds, and who has kept off all 
troubles from his subjects. This is his son, Ghandraptda by 
name, decked with the garland in the form of the Earth resting 
on the two roek-pillar 3 of his arms, come to this land in the conrse 
of his conquest of the quarters. And he, ever since he saw me, 
has, by his nature, become my disinterested friend. And thocgh 
the state (or, disposition) of my heart ha 9 becomo nnfeeling (cold) 
on account of its renunciation of all attachments, he has attracted 
it by his pre-eminent and naturally plain qualities. It is rare to' 
£oda mau of a refined mind who is perfectly courteous, a causeless 
friend, and guileless (sincere) of heart. And I have forcibly brought 
him here, thinking that on beholding him you, too, like myself, 
will know the Creator’s skill of creation, the peerlessness of 
bcanty, the strong attachment of Lakshml to the right person, the 
joy of the Earth in having a worthy master, the superiority of 
the world of mortals to heaven, the fruition of the eyes of women, 
the meeting in one place of all the arts (accomplishments), the 
exuberance of good fortune, and the civility of human beings. 
And my dear friend (yon), too, has been spoken of to him in many 
waye. Therefore, giving up shame at the thought that he is seen 
for the first time, laying aside your diffidence at the thought that he 
has not been familiar with you, and casting off suspicion be- 
cause his character is unknown to you, behave to him as yon 
would to me. He is your friend, yonr kinsman, and your servant.” 
When she was thus addressed by her, Ohandrapida bowed to her 
(K&dambari). And as she looked side- ways at him affectionately 
when he had made the bow, there fell (from her eyes) a flood of 
the taut ut joys, as it it were a mass of the drops ol perspiration 
caused by fatigue felt by the pupil in going to the corner of her 
very long eyes. The moon-light of her smile, white as nectar (or 
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chnnam), shot forth, as if it were the dost raised by the heait that 
had started forth quickly (to go to him). One creeper-like eye- 
brow (of hers) rose up as if to tell the head — “ Let this person, so 
attractive to the heart, be honoured with a counter-bow.” Her 
hand, with the pencil of the rays of the emerald-ring shooting forth 
through the interstices of the fingers, and therefore looking as if it 
had sportively taken a roll of betel, crept towards the month, dull 
On account of the commencement of a yawn. Ohandr&pida wSs 
seen like Cupid with his form passing throngh her limbs, owing to 
his image being reflscted in them, clean (transparent) on account of 
her lustrous complexion being washed with the flowing water of 
perspiration. Thus he (Ghandripila) fell (was reflected) on the 
nails of her feet, being as if inviied by her big toe that scratched 
the jewel-pavement with the jingling jewelled anklet (worn by her). 
He was seen in the space between her breasts, as if he was brought 
after going by her heart that ran with great speed to see him. And 
he was observed on the surfacs of her cheeks, as if ha were drunk 
by her glance long like a garland of expanded bine lotuses. And 
the tremnlons pupils of all those maidens, that moved to the comer 
of the eyes as they looked obliquely at him through cariosity 
wandered about at that time, as if anxious to go out, together with 
the bees moving about their ear-ornaments (of flowers). 

Kidambari made a graceful bow and sat down on a conch with 
ilahisveta. Ohandrapida sat down on a etool having ( lit . marked 
with) gold feet and,a coverlet of white silk cloth, which was qnickly 
brought by the esrvants and placed near the top of the couch. 
Knowing the wishes (/it the intention of the mind) of Kidambari 
out of regard for MahisvetS, the portresses, having given the signal 
for stopping all sounds by placing their hands on their closed lips, 
silenced (/it. checked) on all sides the sound of pipes, lutes and 
songs, and the Magadhi women’s cry of ‘ All ha'l ! long life to ’ 
With the water hastily bronght by the servants, Kidambari herself 
rising, washed the feet of llabisvetd, and, drying them with her 
silken upper garment, sat down again on the couch. KidambarJ’a 
friend, worthy of her in beauty, dear to her as (/it. non-different 
from her in) life, and the abode of all her confidence, dladalekfca bv 
name, washed the feet of Chandripida, although he did not wish 
it. itahisveti, in the meanwhile, asked Kidambari whether she 
was in good health, while she touched affectionately with her hand 
•the region of her shoulder on which wa3 poured the light of her 
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ear-rings, lifted up her (flowery) ear-ornament covered round witb- 
a crowd of bees (or, by the weight of bees), and stroked the coils of* 
her hair scattered by being shaken about by the wind of the ehauritt. 
She (Kidambari), however, feeling, from her love to her friend, that 
she had committed a crime, as it were, in dwelling at homo (when her 
friend wa3 residing in a forest), and ashamed of tho very foot that- 
ebe was in good health, told, as if with an effort, that she did well. 
Though filled with grief and although intent on gazing at Slahd— 
sveti’s face, at that lime, she was not able to prevent hereje, the- 
Inside of which was variegated on account of the very tremulous 
pupil actively moving, being repeatedly directed towards its corners, 
from being forcibly drawn (towards Ohandrapida) by the flower- 
arrowed god (Cupid) with his bow drawn to a circle, as if for torment- 
ing Ohandr&pida. At the very moment she felt jealousy at his being 
reflected in the cheeks of her friends that were near ; the pain of 
separation as hia image faded away from tho surface of her breasts 
that was broken up by her hair standing on end ; the indignation of 
a co-wife as the images of the female statues fell on his bosom wet 
with perspiration *, the sorrow of misfortune when he closed his eyes *, 
and the pain of blindness when he was hidden from her by the tears 
of joy. After the lapse of a short while, Mahasveti said to her as 
she was intent on giving her betel — “Dear Kidambarl, ft is bat 
admitted by all of us that this Ohandripida, our newly-ar rived 
guest, should be honoured (or, it is but meet that by all of us &c,). 
So give it to him first." Thus addressed, she, turning sideways her 
bent face a little, slowly and somewhat indis tine tly said — "Dear friend, 
I feel shame at this boldness on my part, not being familiar with him;, 
taka it then and give it to him yourself." Being repeatedly told 
(to do it herself) by her (JIahisveta), she, with difficulty, us though ehe 
were a village maiden, made up her mind to give it (to him). With 
her eyes not at all withdrawn from Mahlsvetd’s face, her whole frame 
trembling, her eyes -bewildered, heaving loud sighs, us if bathed by 
Cupid in the streams of the drops of perspiration stunned as she 

was with the strokes of his shafts, as ifseefcingthe support of thehand 

(of Chandra pida) through the fear of being drowned in the water of 
perspiration, and being overpowered by fear making an effort as it 
were, (to cling to him) under the idea that she was falling, she 
stretched forth her tender hand with the betel in it. ChandrSpida 
stretched forth his hand, which was naturally red, as If red lead 
had been transferred to it by its stroking the temples of his victor 
ions elephants, which was dark with the scars left by bis drawing. 
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of the bow-string, and which, therefore, looked as if it bad the drop* 
of Qollyrium clinging to it from teaching tha eyes of his enemies' 
Lakshini that wept as he draw her by the hair, which was_possesied, 
of fingers which on account of the spreading rays of their naili 
seamed to have rnn forth as it were, or to have grown in length, or 
to have been laughing, and which possessed fingers, as if they were 
another eet of the five senses, fall of J?aya (redness — longing) that 
had taken np their position there, in their desire to touch her. 
And on it (the hand) she, who was taken possession of by all the 
sentiments (Rai a») having coins from somewhere, as if being curious 
to see her graceful actions, so easy to be seen at that time, gave 
(placed) the betel with tbe dropping (oSering) of water iu the form ^ 
of perspiration, with her hand which was stretched forth vacaaf- 
mindedlj, without the object to be reached being observed, the 
stream of the rays of which wis, as if, sent forth to go in search 
of OhandrBpida’s hand, and which, resounding with the row of 
bracelets, shaken by her tremor, seemed to be as if conversing with 
him, as if thereby she made a gift of herself with tbe words * Let 
this slave offered by Onpid be accepted,' or as if she deposited her 
life thsre, with the words — ‘From to-day it is in your hands.' 
And as she drew back her tender hand, she did not notice her jewel- 
bracelet although it had fallen off, as though it were her heart 
pierced in the middle by the shaft of Oupid, slipping down along 
her creeper-like arm, through ita desire to touch him. And taking 
another betel she gave it to Mabisveti. 

/Si Then there suddenly came, with hasty steps, a starling (mini) 
who was, as it were, flowery, in that her fe9t were yellowish-red like 
lotus-filaments, her beak had the form of a Ohampaka bad, and tbe 
colour of her wings was blue like the petals of a blue lotus; and 
who was closely followed by a parrot with a steady (lit. slow) 
gait, who bore on his neck a three-lined rain bow as it were, 
formed into a ring, whose beak resembled a coral shoot, and whose 
wings had the colour of emerald, and spoke angrily — “ Princess, 
Kidsmbaii, why do you not prevent this vile bird, falsely proud of 
his being beautiful (or, fortnuate), and extremely Ill-mannered, from 
following me? If yon overlook my being icsnlted by him, I will 
certainly give np my life. Truly I swear it by touching your 
lotus-feet.” Thus addressed by her, Kifambaii sailed; XtaBiveti, 
however, who knew nothing about the matter, asked 5Iad*lekhi 
what she was saying. And she thns told (the story):— .** This miaa 

s.t. 32 
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KfilEndi by name, is a friend of our princess Kfidambarl j and by 
the princes* herself she was made to accept the position of the wife 
of this parrot, Parihiaa by name, he having duly taken her hand , 
And since to-day ha was seen by her giving some instructions at 
early dawn to KAdambarl’a betel-box-bearer, this Tam&likS, alone, 
she, filled with jealousy since then, and turning away Lor face, does 
not approach him, or speak to him, or touch him, or look at him ; 
and though appeased by all of ns, she is not appeased.” Ofl hearing 
this, Ohandrdplda, with the interior of his cheek visibly throbbing, 
gently laughed and said — “There goes anoh a story. It is heard in 
the palace, by a succession of ears. The servants also speak in this 
way. The people outside also tell this. There is also this talk in 
the spaces of the quarters. And we too have heard this ; — That the 
parrot, Paiihdsa, who has fallen in love with Tam&Hkd, Kidambari’a 
betel-box-bearer, being entirely in the power of lore, does not know 
even the days passed. Bet aside this ill-bohaved, shameless fellow, 
who has deserted his wife, along with her. But how ia this fitting 
in the Princess KAdambari that she does not cheek this, her rash 
wicked maid 1 Or why ; her want of affection (for the SArikA) was 
shown at first by the Princess also, sine* she gave poor KAlindi 
to such an Ill-behaved bird. What can she do now? For the 
creation of a co-wife is for women the foremost cause for indigos-* 
tion, tho chief source of estrangement, and a grave matter for insult. 
This (KAlindi) herself ia simply very patient, since by her filled 
with despair on account of the weight of her misfortune, poison was 
not swallowed, or fire was not resorted to, or starvation was not 
resolved upon (fit. accepted). For, there Is no other canse of 
degradation like this in the case of women. If after such a crime 
•he gets reconciled (or comes to him) being conciliated by him, then 
fie upon her I Away with h*r ! She should be avoided from afar 
deserving to be cast off with soora. Who will again speak to her* 
or look at her, or will otter her name?” When he had thus 
expressed himself, all those fair maidens, together with KAdambarf 
impressed by his jocular speech, smiled. But Parihlsa, on hearing 
hie mirthful speech, said— “Clever prince, she is skilled Although 
unsteady, she Is n ot t 0 be taken in by yon or by anyone else 
She too does know crooked speeches . she also understands 
jesting talks ; the intellect of her, too, has become sharp by her 
contact with the royal palace. (So) desist (from inch ntterarccO 
Bhe is no subject f 0 r the inbtle speeches of gallants. For, meet 
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ot speech, she herself (knows the proper) time, cause, measure 
aubjeet, and occasion, for anger or for peace.” 

• S' At sash a time the chamberlain came in and said to UahisveU — 
41 Princess of long life, king Ohitraratha and queen lladiri, send to 
eee yoa " Thus addressed, she, wishing to go, asked K&dambat? — 
41 Friend, where should Ohaudr&ptdi atay ? ” The latter, inwardly 
laughing at the thought — * la not* the residence in the thousands o f 
the hearts of women sufficient for him?’ — said alond — 44 Friend 
ilahasreti, why da you speak thus ? Since I beheld him ha is the 
master of this body ; much more so, then, of my palace, my wealth 
or my servants ! Let him stay wherever it pleases him or my dear 
friend’s heart ” Bearing that Mahasveti said — “ Let him reside 
then just here in the jewelled home on the pleasnre-monntain in the 
Ladies’ garden, situated near your palace " — and went to see the 
Gandharva-king. Cbsndripida also departed with her (llahi.), 
and followed hy the maidens sqnt for his amusement by the female- 
door-keeper ordered by KHamb&ti, who were players on the lu‘e, 
who were skilled pipers, who were proficient in the art of music, 
who loved playing at dice, who were adepts in draught playing, who 
had bestowed pains on painting (i.s. were practised painters), and 
who could recite graceful verses, went to the house on the pleasure- 
mountain, the way being pointed out to him by Keyuraka, who was 
already seen by him. Wasn he had gone, the Ganihsrva princess, 
having dismissed all her friends and attendants, mounted (the 
terrace of) her palace, followed by a limited number of maid- 
eerTaats Thera she fall on her couch (as if beside herself), being 
diverted by hsr attendants who stood at a distance and were 
respectfully silent. Then ssmabow coming to herself, remaining 
alone, she felt very great sham*, as if at that time she was 
restrained by tfoUsty, saying, 4 Rash one, what have you bsgnu?’; 
rebuked by Training with the words — 4 Gsndharva princess, how 
is th’s fitting fjr you?’; jeered by maidens’ Simplicity as — 'Where 
is your guileless childhood gone ?’ ; admonished by Youth in the 
words — 4 Wilful girl, do not commit alone an immodest act at 
will censured by Nobility as — 4 Timid girl, this is not the (proper) 
coarse of conduct for high-born maidens threatened hy Conduct 
eaying — 4 Ill-behaved one, keep off from this act of immodesty * j 
advised by High birth as — 4 Foolish girl, yon are led to levity 

° With the reading Wtf — Indeed, he his already foand « phce 
(tor residence) in Ac. 
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(degradation) by Love * ; condemned by Steadiness in the words 
‘ Whence this unsteadiness of your heart ? r ; and blamed by 
Family-Observance as — ‘Self-willed one, my authority was set at 
naught by you '. 

And she thought as follows : — *< What ifl this that has been 
done to-day by .me, aocnrsed and blinded by infatuation, having 
ignored all objections and betrayed the unsteadiness of my heart ? 
To explain: — Being rash, I did not hesitate at his being a stranger 
(lit. one not seen before); being shameless, I did not take into 
account that people would put me down for a fickle-hearted girl ; 
in my folly I did not (pause to) find out what his mental attitude 
was (towards mo); being unsteady I did not duly weigh- 
whether he was pleased at my sight or not. I was not afraid of 
the disgrace of being repudiated by him, nor did I fear the elders, 
nor the censure of the public. And similarly : — Lacking courtesy, 
I did not mind that Mahisvetl was grieving ; in my stupidity 
I did not even observe that my friends, who were near me, would 
notice (my notions) • with my understanding lost I did not (even)- 
see that my servants, standing by my aide> would observe me. 
Even slow-witted persons would be able to mark that sort of 
impropriety of behaviour ; what then of AfahasvetS who has known- 
the workiugs of Cupid, or of my friends who are skilled in all the 
arts, or of the servants whose wits are sharpened by their residence 
in the royal household and who always know how to read gestures 
(or, know inward thoughts) t And the maid-servants of the 
harem (in particular) possess a very keen eye-sight in (noticing)- 
each things. Alas, I, the unluoky one, am undone in every way f 
Death is better for me to-day, and not (inch) a shatnefaj existence. 
What will my mother, or father, or the Gandharva folk, say 
when they hear of this affair ? What am I to do ? What is the 
remedy for this (state of things)? By what means shall I hide 
this error of mine ? And to whom shall 1 tell this rashness of 
these ill-disciplined senses of mine ? Seized (influenced) by this 
aocnrsed heart, where can I go ? (For) I made a solemn declaration 
in that (grand) manner, in connexion with the affair of MahSs vet4 • 
I have spoken, in that (grand) fashion, before my beloved friends \ 
and [ sent a message, in that style, by Keyflraka. Unlucky that 
I am, I do not know how, forsooth, this GbandrapJda, rrbo hu 
become my deceiver, has bean brought here,— whether by the 
rascally Fate, or by the vile Oupid, or by my accumulated sine. 
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•committed in former births, or by the accursed God of Death, 
or by some one else. Or, he is some (who cannot be described) 
person, never seen, or known personally, or heard, or thought 
of, or imagined, who came here to mock me so that at his mere 
eight I shonld become a tool of his (as it were), as thongh 
I were tied np and handed over to him by my senses 5 or were 
placed in the cage formed of his arrows by Oapld and made over 
to him ; or enslaved by love and taken np to him ; or were sold 
to him by my hsart after receiving his virtues as my price. 
(Well), I shall have nothing (farther) to do with that rogue.” 
Thus, for a moment, she formed a resolve. Bat, after she hid 
made this resolve, she (immediately) again had her heart drawn as 
before to Ohandripida ; — as if she were mocked at by Ohandrapida, 
dwelling inside, stirred by the trembling of her heart, with the 
words, “O yoa falsely modest girl, if yon will have nothing to do 
with me, here I go ; ” — or taken leave of by her life which, starting 
.(to depart) the moment she had resolved to abandon him, was 
clasping her by the neck (»'. t. had coma np as far as the throat) 5 — 
or addressed by her tears, which came (in her eyes) at that very 
moment, with the words, “ 0 yon who cannot discriminate, observe 
Once again, with yonr eyes properly washed, whether that person 
(i. *. Ohandripida) is fit to be repudiated or not -or chidden 
by Cupid with the words, I shall carry off (■'.». destroy) this 
prond resolve of yours, together with yonr life.” Thereupon, 
owing to the force of all counter-arguments having been esbansted, 
she, overpowered {lit. enslaved) by the vehemence of love, got np 
as it obedient to the will of another, and stood looking at that 
very pleisare-hill through the latticed window. Seated there, 
■she saw him with her memory, and not with her eyes, as it she 
were afraid of the tears of joy coming between (her and Chadrl- 
ptda) ; she pictnred him to herself with her fancy, and not with 
a painting-brush, as if she were afraid of the (pictnre being spoiled 
by) contact with the sweat oozing forth from her fingers ; she 
embraced him with her heart, acd not with her bosom, as if she 
were afraid of the intervention of horripilation (between her and 
GhauisipMu) ani aha sen*, bar mini Vo go (‘.0 call hVm), uni noV 
her servants, as if she were nnahle to endnre the delay in being 
nnittd with him. 

v / In the meanwhile Chandripids, too, having entered a brilliant, 
jewelled house, as if it were a second pure heart of Kidambari, sat 
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down on a carpet spread on a rock-slab, having on both it* 
sides a number of pillows kept piled over one another. There, with 
his pair of feet received bj Keyflraka on his lap ( for being 
shampooed), and surrounded by those maid-servants who sat down 
in the places pointed oot to them, he with his mind oscillating- 
(In doabt), thought as follows ; — « Are these graceful gesture* 
quite natural in the case of this daughter of the Qandharva-king, 
Kddambari, which rob all men’s hearts ; or are they directed 
towards me by the shark-bannered God of Jove, pleased with me 
without being worshipped ? — so that she looks at me sideways, 
with her eyes which are filled with tears and exhibit redness (also, 
betray her passion), the corners of which are contracted, and which 
thus appear as if they were covered with the pollen of the flowers 
of Cupid's arrows while falling within upon her heart. And when 
I look at her, she bashfully covers herself with the white sheen 
of her smiles, as if U were (a veil of) white silk. And as she 
turns her face away from me in her coyness, she offers her cheek 
as a mirror towards me, as If she were longing to have my image 
transferred thereto. And with her nail she scratches the surface 
(lit. lap) of her bed, as if she were writing a line (expressive of) 
the improper act committed by her heart when it allowed me room 
to dwell in. And she as it were fans her tired face with the 
palm of her baud shaken with the fatigue of Lauding over to me the 
betel-roll, and looking as though it held a tamSla leaf, as it has a 
row of (black) boss hovering around it mistaking it for a red 
lotos.” And b« further reflected : — “Most likely it is my.levity, 
natural in Che case of human beings, that is thus deluding me by 
(giving rise to; thousands of (such) false ideas, ' It is either 
the exuberance of youth, or Oupid, that (thus) intoxicates, 
deadening all (power of) thought. For, the sight of youog 
men sees even a slight perturbation (of feeling) as very greatly 
magnified, as if it were struck down by the timira disease (when 
even a small spot looks large to tbo eye). Even a particle of 
affection la spread far and wide by youth’s ardour, as is a drop of 
oil by water. There is nothing that (youth’s) light susceptibility, 
like a poet’s genius, which worries itself ivith hundreds of fancies* 
(ideas) of many sorts created by itself, doe3 not imagine. There 
U nothing witch the propensity of a youthful person’s mind, when 
seized (swayed) by the clover God of love, does not paint, like a 
paisting-bnuh (wielded by a clever printer). There is no place 
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where self-conceit would not plant itself in its pride of beauty, 
like an unchaste woman, who presents herself before any person 
(sure of making s confluent of his heart) in her pride of beauty. 
Like a dream, desire exhibits (to the mind’s eye) even things whioh 
have never been experienced before. Like tbe conjuror's bundle 
of peacock's feathers, hope can set before one even impossible 
things.” And he farther thought : — “ What is the good of thus 
worrying the mind to no purpose? If the heart of that bright- 
eyed maiden is in truth inclined towards me in this manner (».*. 
affectionately), then that same Oopid, who Is favouring me although 
I have not besought him, will himself present her in her true light. 
He himself (therefore) will remove this doubt (of mine).” With 
this conclusion he arose and eat op, and remained sporting with 
those maids with dice, with vocal mnsie, with lute-musie, with 
tibor-music, with discussions about doubtful notes, with conver- 
sations on delightfal topics, and with various other kinds of talks, 
and with charming exhibitions of (the knowledge of) the fins arts. 
After remaining (thus occupied) for a while, he went out and 
ascended to the summit of that pleasure-hill, his mind being 
drawn by the curiosity to view the (adjoining) gardens. 

no 

Kow Kuiambau, when she saw him, left that window ; and, 
under the pretext that the wanted to gare at the way of Mahasvetl 
who was delaying, she, with her heart overpowered by love, 
ascended the topmost floor (i. *. the terrace) of the mansion, like 
PArvati ascending a peak of the EailAsn mountain. There she 
stayed with a few servants near her, the sunshine being warded 
off (from her) by means of a golden-hindled umbrella, white like 
the entire orb of the moon, and being fanned with four ehotrntt 
which were white like foam and were being waved over her. On 
account of the swarm of bees that hovered over her head, eager 
for the perfume of ths flowers (worn by her), she appeared to ba 
practising, as it were, even during day-time, by means of a dark 
veil, the donning of the dress fit for approaching Ohandraptla as 
an nJ\uarilo woman. There, now she seised the ends of eAosrrit* j 
now leaned on the stick of the umbrella ; now placed both her 
hands on the shoulders of TamilikA j now embraced her friend 
Madalekha ; now with her body concealed behind her attendants 
looked (at Oban.) with her eyes contracted at the corners ; now- 
turned round with the three circular folds of the skin (on her 
abdc men) becoming twisted (in shape)! now placed her cheek on 
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the top of the oane-ataS carried by the door-keeper *, now placed 
on her tender lower lip the betel-roll which ehe held in her motion- 
less hand; and now struck her attendants with the lotuses ! alien 
oS (from her hair), and then, as they ran away, followed them a 
few steps ; thus, while there, smilingly looking at him (Ohan.), 
and being gazed at by him, she knew not the great length of 
time that passed away. And when a door-keeper came up and 
announced to her that MahiSvetd bad returned, ehe descended from 
that terrace. And although she felt not now much interest in 
bathing and sach other things, still she got through her 
daily duties out of consideration for Mah&£vetfi. OhandrapJda, 
too, got down from that (sammit of the pleasure-mountain), and 
finished his bath-rite with the help of those very attendants of 
Kadambar? who bad been sent to him in the beginning ; then he 
worshipped his favourite deity on an unbroken (smooth) rook slab, 
and he performed all the duties of the day, dining and others, on 
that same pleas ure-hil], 

'77 And duly, after having taken his meal, he took his seat on a 
•lab of emerald, which lay in the eastern part of the pleasure-hill, 
which was charming and green like the dari/a birds, which was 
besprinkled with the spray of the foam of the ruminations of does, 
which bad a (dark) lustre like that of the waters of the river 
Yamuna remaining motionless in fear of Balar&ma’s plough, whose 
lustre was (however) reddened with the lao-dye of the feet of 
young ladies, whose surface was bestrewn with flower-pollen as 
if with sand, which was encircled by a bower of oreepers, and which 
(thus) served as a concert-hall for the peacocks to dance. (Thus 
•eated) he suddenly beheld, on account of a white light of 
extremely great (dszzling) brilliance, the day extinguished as by 
(flooding) water, the sunshine drunk np as by a circle of lotns- 
fibres, the Earth flooded as by the Milky Ocean, the quarter-regions 
besprinkled as with a shower of sandal-liquid, and the expanse of 
the sky whitewashed as wllh ehunan. And he thought In hia 
mind; — «* What, can it be really that the divine, cool-rayed mooD, 
the Lord of herbs, has risen all of a sudden? — Or that fonntain- 
oloseti have been let loo»e, shooting forth thousands of white jets 
of water by means of their moving mechanism? —Or that the 
Celestial Ganges has descended upon the surface of the Earth, 
whitening the world with her watory spray scattered (in all 
directions) by the wind?" 
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; ' “ And when in cariosity he cast his glance in the direction of the 
light, he beheld coming towards him Hadalekh&, snrroanded by a 
bevy of numerous girls, having a white umbrella held over, and two 
•cAovri** waved before hsr : to her hand support was given, with 
her right hand, by Kidambari’a door-keeper, who, in her left hand 
that held the cane-staff, carried a casket of eocoannt in which was 
placed sandal-unguent and whose top was covered with a piece of 
wet cloth ; the way was being pointed ont to her by EeySraka, who 
carried ( in his hands ) a pair of washed, silken garments, which 
were produced by the Wish-yielding tree, which ( were so light as ) 
coaid be blown away by a breath and which were white like snake’s 
sloagh ; and she was followed by TamJUka with garlands of nilati 
flowers lying in her hands. Near Madalekha he saw TaraHka, and 
also a very charming (or big) lustre-diffusing pearl-necklace, which 
she carried in a casket lined with white silk. It ( the necklace ) 
was, as it were, the canse of the whiteness of the Milky Ocean ; or 
the fall brother of the moon; or the fibrous stalk of the (white) 
■lotns growing from the navel of Vishnu ; or the mass of the halls 
-of nectar-foam thrown off by the revolutions of the Mandara 
mountain ( when nectar was churned ont ); or the slough of VSsuki 
cast off owing to the fatigue produced ( in him ) by the churning ; 
or the laughter of liskshmi, dropped off ( from her lace) when she 
deft her paternal home ; or the collection, brought together (in one 
place), of all the pieces of the lunar digits that were broken by the 
Mandara mountain during the churning ; or the reflection of the 
firmament of stars lifted off from the waters of the ocean (and 
brought there); or the showers, amassed ( in one place), of the 
.( watery ) spray from the trunks of quarter-elephants ; or the 
iValsAsrramafd ornament of the elephant in the form of Oupid. 
It looked as if it were manufactured out of bits of autumnal clonds, 
or ont of the (pnre) hearts of the sages captivated by the loveliness 
-of Kidambarl. It looked as if it were the chief of all the jewels ; 
or the mass, brought together in one place, of the fame of all the 
-oceans ; or the rival of the moon ; or the (very) Ufa of moon-light. 
Possessing a central jewel which presented the grace (the quivering 
lustre) of a drop of water rolUng off from a lotus-leaf, it looked like 
the heart of Eikshml which is as fickle as a drop of water in the 
course of falling off from a lotus-leaf. Having rays as white as 
<bracelets of lotus fibres, it looked like a love-sick person whose 
hands look white owing to the bracelets of lotns-fibres ( worn 
•on them). Whitening all the quarter-regions with the thick 
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mats of the rays of its pearls, it looked like the autumnal moon 
which whitens the quarter regions with the mass of Its rays freed 
from the clouds (which formerly obscured them). And, wafting - 
a perfume like that of the breasts of celestial nymphs, it looked- 
like the (white) stream of the Heavenly Ganges which bears the 
fragrance of the breasts of celestial nymphs (who bathe therein). 
ChandrSpida, when he saw it, concluded in his mind that that wa» 
the origin of all that whiteness which eclipsed the radiance of 
moonlight ; and he received Madalekha as she was coming, 
observing iu due order the usual formalities of hospitality, such as 
rising up etc., while she was still at distance. She sat down for a 
while ou that game emerald-slab ; and then, rising, herself anointed 
him with that sandal noguent, made him put on those two silken 
garments, and arranged a decoration on his head by means of thosa 
chaplets of mhlait flowers. And then, taking up that necklace, she 
addressed OhandrAptda : — " Prince 1 This gentleness of yonrs, 
charming because it is completely free from vanity,— what person 
does it not subjugate with love? (In the first place) yonr very 
modesty aflords scope for snob persons (l.e., those that are subdued 
to yon by love) And of whose life are yon not (cannot make 
yourself) the master, by this (handsome) form? And farthers 
whose friendship can you not win, by means of this behaviour of 
yonrs which exhibits such disinterested affection ? Moreover, 
whom does this conduct of yonrs, which is naturally sweet, 
not befriend? And, (finally,) whom will these yonr virtues, 
that naturally exert a genial influence, not comfort ? It is ( thns ) 
your form alone that deserves the blame in this matter, sinoe it- 
creates confidence (in others) at the very first sight. For, were it 
otherwise, all this would look ( highly ) improper when done with 
reference to »u#h an (exalted ) personage as you, whose greatness is 
well-known throughout the whole world. Thns : — Even conversation 
( with you ) would mean a lowering of yon (»'. *. of yonr dignity) ; 
even respect (shown to you) wonld lead to tho inference of 
one’s being prond of one’s snperior position j even praise (accorded 
to yon) wonld indicate one’s self-conceit ; even subservience wonld 
as if indicate thoughtlessness ; even to lore yon wonld indicate that 
one does not know one’s proper position (i is silly); e ven a reoaest 
(made to yon) might ba interpreted as boldness; even teJvlce 
1 ■■ ■ and even 
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Whit can be offered to one who is the lord of oar lives ? What 
return can we make to yoa who have firet conferred upon ns the 
great obligation of eomimg here (to visit us) ? By what means can 
we possibly make fruitful this visit of you who have, by thus 
visiting ns, vouchsafed to os the (supreme) fruit of our existence ? 
— So Kadambati is showing her own affection, and not her riches r 
nnderthis guise (of sending you these gifts) ; for it goes without 
saying that the riches of the good belong (equally) to other people 
as well. Let riches alone; even if a girl accepted slavery of a- 
person like yon, she would not be setjiown as doing anything 
improper; even if she offered her own self to yon, ehe would not 
bs deceived ; (why), even if she gave yon her very life, she would 
not repent it. The greatneis of the good is of a kind which never 
likes to refuse any request made by a suppliant, and is entirely* 
dominated by (is full of ) courtesy. And never do persons asking 
(for something) feel that sort of ehame which is felt by those who 
want to give (something). To tell the truth, Kidambari, owing to 
this affair (sending of these gifts), feels she has been guilty of 
an offence towards yon. Kow this necklace, named S'nfia (‘the 
Remainder*) because it was the only one left of all the (great) 
jewel* that appeared on the occasion of the churning for neoiar, 
which for that very reason was greatly valued by the divine Ocean, 
the Lord of the waters, was presented by him to Varans when (once) 
come to his house (on a visit). By that noose-wielding deity 
(Varnoa) it was given to (Ohitraratha) the Gandharva-king, acd 
hy him (in his tarn) to Kidambari; and by her, thinking that yonr 
body is worthy of this ornament, as the sky and not the earth is the 
proper abode of the moon, it has now bsen sent to you. Although 
persons like you, whose bodies are (naturally) decked by tho 
ornaments in the form of their own numerous virtues, do not 
(generally) bear on their persons the load of (ordinary) ornaments 
which are a soiree of trouble and which are highly prized ( only ). 
by ordinary people, still the love which Kidambari feels for you is 
the reason in this matter ( »\* , why yoa should put it on ). 
Did not the divine Vishnu placa on his chest that piece of stone 
called. Kaustnhha, baatowlng that great tumour upon, it (rimplj) 
because it was produced along with Lakshmi? Acd Vishnu is 
not greater in comparison to Tour Highness ; nor does the 
Kaustubha jewel surpass this 5'ciia necklace even by ;he slightest 
fraction of excellence; nor can Lakabm! resemble Kidambari 
eren by the smallest bit of similarity to (the bemty of) her 
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-(Kadambari’s) form. Hence she (». «. Kadambari) deserve# ibia 
high hoconr at your bands. Nor is she unworthy of love being 
shown to her. Jf her request be not granted by you, then she will 
assuredly worry Mahjsvet& with thousands of rebukes and (even) 
kill beraelf (in the end). For this very reason JSaHsvet& has 
sent to yon Tarsliki, too, who has brought this necklace. She, 
also, ha3 sent this message to Your Highness, viz. that your noble 
self should not, even in so much as thought, refuse this first request 
-preferred by KSdambsr!.” With these words ebe fastened the 
necklace on his chest, where it rested like the starry circle upon 
the slope of the Holden Mountain (Mem). 

Then Ohandraplda, who was struck with wonder, said in 
reply 0 MadalekhJ, what (hall Isay? Yon are clever; yon 
know how to secure acceptance (of yonr demand). By leaving me 
no room for a reply yon have shown yoar skill in arguing. O 
simple girl, who are we to rule ourselves and who are we to 
accept or to refuse ? All such talk is quite at an end. This person 
(i. «. myself), who has been made snbservieit (to you) by yonr 
^ladyships), so eminent by your goodness, may now be (freely) 
■employed (by you) iu any matter, whether pleasant to me or not, at 
yonr will. There is none whom the discourteous merits of Princess 
Kidambnr?, who is herself exceedingly courteous, do not enslave. , ' 
After saying this much, he remained for a long time engaged 
Id conversation about Kadambarl herself, and then dismissed 
MadakkhJ. And before Madalekba bad gone far, the daughter of 
Ohitraratba (Eidambari) discarded all the royal insignia such as 
•cane-staffs, umbrella, and ehotoritt, bade all her attendants not to 
follow her, and accompanied by Tamiliki, again ascended to that 
same mansion-terrace, to gaze at ChandrSpids, standing on that 
pleasure-hil], B nd now looking white with the sandal-paste, the 
silken garments, and the pearl-necklace ( that were sent to him ), 
like the moon Jjlng upon the Rising-mountain and looking white like 
sandal-paste, silken garments and a pearl-necklace. And stationed 
on that terrace the again captivated the heart of OhandripTda, 
just a$ ebe bad done fotmerly, by means of her passionate 
glances, diversified ( or swayed ) by various kinds of graceful 
notion*. Thus Now she appeared as if she were painted(iaa 
.picture), placing her delicate left hand on her round, hips, stretch- 
ing forth her right hand along ( the hem of ) the silken garment 
ehe was wearing, and looking on with motionless eye-balls; now 
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the appeared as if ehe had covered np her month through the fear* 
of his name escaping ( her lips ), owing to her having placed her 
open palm opon it when beginning to yawn ; now ehe looked as if~ 
the had commenced calling aloud to him, as there was produced a 
noise by the bees, desirous of (inhaling) the fragrance of her breath, 
beaten off with the skirt of her silken garment ; now she looked 
as if she made a sign signifying an embrace, inasmuch as she 
covered her breasts with her two arms that were doubled, in the 
confusion caused by her garment having slipped down owing to 
the breeze ; now she appeared as if she made a bow to him, as she 
gracefully smelt her two folded hands that were filled with the 
Sowers taken off from her massive tresses ; now she appeared as if 
she were announcing to him the rise of the longings in her heart? 
as ehe revolved a long pearl-necklace over her two forefingers } now 
she appesred as if she were relating to him the pain she suffered 
from the strokes of the arrows of the fiower-weaponed Oupid, as she 
tossed her hands (in distress) when she stnmbled over the Sowers 
placed (on the floor) by way of worship ; now she appeared as if 
she were handed over ( to Ohandrapida ) by Oupid, owing to 
her feet being held fast together by the chain in the form of her 
girdle which had slipped down ; and now, having her loosened 
garment held together by her quaking thighs, having her breasts 
covered with only a portion of her upper garment whioh was 
trailing over the ground, having her three creeper-like skin-folds 
(on the abdomen) looking twisted as she tnrned round suddenly, 
and having her lotus-like hands busy with tying np her massive- 
hair that had fallen (dishevelled) over her shoulders, she turned 
sideways her face in which the lotus worn on the ear had beoomo 
whitened by the easting of side-glances, and which had its cheeks 
whitened with the epray of the nectar in the form of her coy smiles ; 
and she gazed at him in a manner which was full of various phases 
of the different sentiments (Love &c.). And thus she stayed on- 
till the day, with its light curtailed, became red (in the evening). 
/^^f.Then, when the divine sun, the lord of the lives of lotuses - 
and the sovereign ruler of the entire cycle of all the worlds, was 
being reddened, as if with the ruya (redness — passion) he felt in his 
heart for the lotus-plants ; when afterwards the sky, too had 
redness transferred unto it, as if by the glances of ladies, which 
(glances) were reddened with wrath at the delay of the day (in- 
coming to an end); when the sun, whose horses are green like full- 
grown ftarifa birds, had withdrawn his lustre * when the beds of- 
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day-lotuses were taming greenish as their lotus-rows were closed 
on account of their separation from the son ; when the beds of 
night-lotuses were becoming white (as they were blooming); when 
the ends of the quarters were getting red ; when the evening was 
growing dark; when the divine sun had slowly end slowly dis- 
appeared together with his rays, which were red (aho, impassioned) 
beciuae they had hopes of being again united with the splendour of 
the day ; when the world of mortals was flooded with the red light 
of the evening, as if with the (surging) ocean of the liquid rag* 
(redness— passion) of KAdambari's heart, which swelled np at that 
time ; when there was spreading darkness, having the black lostre 
of a full-grown tamala tree, which brought tears to the eyes of 
ladies as if it were the (dark) smoke proceeding from the thousands 
of hearts of the efiairatata birds that were being consumed by the 
fire in the form of the flower-weaponed God of love; when the sky had 
its starry clusters looking bright, as if they were a shower of (watery) 
ipray scattered by the quarter-elephants by means of their tranks ; 
aad when the time reached a stage when it was not possible to see 
things ( clearly ); Kadambarl descended from the mansion-terrace; 
and Ooaudrapfda, too, from the slope of the pleasnre-hill. Then 
i D a short time as it were, rose the divine moon, the sonrce of 
nootar, and the gladdeoer of (lit. a festival to) the eyes (of mortals); 
he who was as it were being propitiated (aho, made to look bright) 
by the bods of night-lotuses, which caught hold of his padai (feet~ 
rays ), who was as it were reconciling (aho, causing to look bright) 
the (ladies in the form of the) quarters whose mulhit (faces — snds) 
were darkened as if they were angry ; who was avoiding the beds 
of day-lotuses that were aslesp ( el to, closed ), as if he were afraid 
of rousing them ( aho, causing them to bloom ) ; who, under the 
guise of his ( dark ) spot, bore, as it were, on bis heart the ( dark ) 
night ( who is his beloved spouse ); who bore the red colour due to 
his ( recent ) rise, as if it were the lac-dye that had stuck to him 
when Rohin! ( his wife ) kioksd him with her foot ( in a love- 
quarrel); who was as it were approaohiog, of his own accord, because 
of his extreme love, the sky with Its surface ( ambora ) blackened 
by the darkness, as if it were an abhiiariii veiled in an ambara 
( garment ) black like darkness ; and who ( at that time ) was, as 
it were, scattering beauty everywhere* ( 1 . 1 . making all things 
look lovely in moonlight ). And when the moon, the unique 


►Or, scattering I jv« all roand as be had many wives (the 27 asterUm*). 
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•( white ) umbrella of ( that marks ) the sovereignty of the flower- 
-wesponed God of love, the husband of the bride in the form of the 
eight-lotus, and the graceful ear-ornament of ( the lady in the form 
^>f ) the night, had risen, and when the whole world, with ( all ) the 
•quarters whitened (with moonlight), looked as if it had been carved 
-oat of ivory (at such a time) Ohsndrapida reclined on a broad 
-slab formed of pearls, washed with the juice of Sariihandana, 
and ceol like the moon himself, which was pointed out to him 
by the servants of Kddamharl. It bristled with the leafy 
decorations drawn along its borders by means of rows of lotns - 
petals ; it had garlands of white iinihucara flowara placed npoa it \ 
audit lay on the bank of a lotns-poai in (the grounds of) the 
palace which seemed to be entirely filled with lotuses as the moon- 
light had fallen thickly over it, — tha bank which was famished 
with a flight of (marble) steps white like eAanin and washed by its 
ripples, which wafted a slight breeze whioh cams from the fans in 
the shape of those ripples, on which were asleep pairs of swans, 
and which was fall of pairs of ehiirarilit crying aloud (in sorrow j 
M mutual separation. And, as he lay there, Ksyuraka came and 
announced that Princess Kadambari had arrived on a visit to the 
Prince (i. e. to Ohandrlpida). 

/‘irThen Ohandripids, hurriedly getting up, saw that KSdamhart 
was coining ; she was accompanied by only a few female friends, 
litd removed all tha royal insignia (before coming there), and was 
wearing only a tingle-stringed poarl-necklica, like an ordinary 
woman ; she had her slender body whitened with very pure asndal- 
3iqnid, had a (white) danUpattra (ornament) placed on one of her 
ears, and (on the othir) she was wearing as a iarnipura ornament 
-a (white) lotus-petal as tender as the bnl-shspei digit of the moon, 
and she had put on a pair of silken garments produced by the 
Wish-yielding tree, brilliant like moonlight ; ‘.thus , on account 
of her dress which looked very charming at that time, aha 
-appeared ai if she were the goddess of moon-rise In corporeal 
iorm; and she was supported by Madalekhi with her hand. On 
•arrival, ihe displayed a charming ( simplicity of ) affection, and 
sst down, like an ordinary woman, on the bare ground, where it ia 
proper for only servants to sit. Caaulripida, too, sat down 
{ similarly ) on the bare ground, although ilsdslekht more than 
once pressingly said to him : ** Prince, you may sit on this same 
pearl-slab.” And when all tns maidens ware seated, Ghandripida, 
remaining silent for something like half aa hoar, proceeded to speak 
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( as follows ): — “ Princess, in the case of a servant ( like me ) who- 
is gratified even by the mere outing of a glancs, there is no 
reason ( i. *. necessity ) even for showing snch favour (to him) as- 
converiation &o.; what then (need Isay) about showing such grace 
( as visiting him &e.)? Even after pondering very carefully over 
the matter. I do not at all find that slightest merit in me, of which 
this extreme favour might be (considered as) worthy. (Bo) it 
is (simply) year extreme simplicity as also your goodness, charming 
because it is free from vanity, that snob consideration is shown 
even towards a newly-acquired servant. (Or) probably the Princess 
considers me to ha wanting in nobility (or courtesy) so as to require 
snch formal attentions (on her part) for being won over. Blessed, 
indeed, is that servant of yonrs over whom yon exercise authority 
(lit. there is a check from yon). And what respect, pray, need be 
shown to a servant fit to carry ont orders (entrusted to him)P 
The body is at the service of others and life is of as little signi- 
ficance as a pieca of a blade of grass ; I feel ashamed to offer these 
to yon, who have come here, as presents in return for yonr favours. 
This my own self, this (my) body, this (my) life, and these senses— 
raise any of these to greatness by your acceptance of it.” Here, 
cutting short the words of him who was speaking in this way, 
Madalekhi smilingly said : — ** Prince, no more of this extreme- 
ceremony (lit. check over one’s proper actions); my friend 
Kidambar! is indeed pained by it ; and moreover, why is all this 
said in this fashion ? All this she has (already) accepted, even 
without yonr saying it in words ; why then is she put in suspense 
again by a speech which is vain (or, unsubstantial) on acoount of its 
formality ?” Having waited for a short time, and making an. 
occasion for it, she asked him all this — without leaving out any- 
thing — ci'z. how king Tiriplda was, how queen Viliaavati, and how 
the revered Sukanasa , also, what sort of a city Ujjayini was, and 
at what distance it lay • and what sort of a country the EhSrata 
Varsha was ; and whether the human world was attractive. Having: 
remained for a long time engaged in sneh-like conversations, 
Kidambarl got np, and, having given directions to Key drake and 
to her (other) servants who were to sleep near Ohandrfipida, ehe 
mounted the terrace of her sleeping mansion, where she graced (lay 
down on) a couch spread underneath a white canopy of allk. And 
Ghandriptda also, reclining on that same rock-slab, passed the 
night, as though it were . moment, while his feet were shampooed. 
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by Keydraka in calling to his mind KidamWi's freedom from 
vanity, her exquisite beauty and her extreme gravity of character, 
the .disinterested friendship of M&bSsveta and goodness of 
Madalekha, the great dignity of the servants, the great grandeur 
o! the kingdom of the Gandharva-King, and the beauty of the 
Kimpurusha country 

^ Then, in due coarse of time, the Moon, lord of the stars, as if 
desirous of sleeping, being wearied by being kept awake for getting 
a sight of Kadambari, descended to the row of forests on the Shore 
(of the we»tern ocean), which was full of the new sprouts of the 
foja, raciafa, fill, aid plantain trees, andjwhich was cooled by the 
bteezss from the scanty (or, gentle) wares (of the ocean near by). 
The moonlight was caused to fade, as it by the hot sighs of amorous 
ladies distressed at the approaching separation (from their lovers). 
Lakshmi fthe Goddess of Beauty), as if being overcome with 
passion at the sight of Ohandripida, coir fell upon (i • resorted 
to) (a couch of) sun-lotuses, after having passed the night in the 
midst of petals of moon-lotuses (after the manner of a love-sick 
womsn). And when, at the close of night, the lamps in the bed- 
chambers were becoming thin and pale in appearance (lit. body), as 
If they were love-sick, by their regretfully remembering the strokes 
given by the amorous ladies with the lotas es on their ears } when 
there began to blow the morning breezes, charged with the fragrance 
of creeper-blossoms and charmingly resembling the sighs of Cupid 
fatigued from continually dissharging his arrows (throughout tbo 
night); when the stars, eclipsed by ths rise of the dawn, were 
resorting, as if through fright, to the bowers of creepers ou the 
Hand&ra mountain ^ and when in due course had risen the sun 
displaying an orb which was reddened as it with the enurayo 
(redness — passion) from the hearts of the eAotrnea^fl birds where 
it had dwelt (thronghout the night) ; — (at such a time) Ohandrdpidn 
got up from the Tock-slab, washed his lotus-like face, oSered 
obeisance to the holy Twilight, accepted a betel-roll, and said 
u Bee, Keyuraka, whether Princess K&dambarl has got up or not, 
and where she is (at present).” And when he went, and returning, 
announced, to him: — .*• Your Highness, she is sitting with 
Mnhisvet& on the white dais in the courtyard, just below the 
Maadara Palace,” he went to visit the daughter of the Gandharva- 
king. And there he saw Mabasrett, who was respectfully waited 
upon by female recluses, with a mark of white ash on their fore- 

K. T. 34 
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heads and palms of hands quickly moving, aa they turned the 
heads of their rosaries, who had taken the’ Pat'tipala ( Saivite) vow, 
and whose ‘garments were red with mineral colours ; by (Baddbiet) 
nuns who had taken the vow of the Jlaktopata (Red-robed) sect, 
and who wore garments made red like the rind of a ripe tala 
fruit, by (female) ascetics who wore the garb of the S'vetapafa 
(White-robed) sect, and whose bosoms were girt roand tightly 
with (strips of) white cloth ; and by (female) ascetics who bore 
the marks of a Brahmach&rin (a Br&hmana in the student’s stage) 
and wore the matted hair, the nunja girdle, and bark-garments, 
and carried pal&t'a staff* ; these looked as if they were the 
presiding deities of the sacred mantrai (Vedic hymns), in bodily 
form, and they were reciting holy hymns in praise of (their various 
favourite deities, snch as) the lord Siva, P&rvatl, K&rttikeyo, 
Vishnu, Jina, A ryavilok'ttsvara, Arhat, and Brahmadeva She 
(Mab&sveU) was then (busy in) honouring the elderly kinswomen 
of the Gaudharva-king, who came to see her, and who were held 
in reverence by tba ladles of the harem, by bowing to them with 
due re»pect, by conversing with them, by getting up to receive 
them (as they arrived), and by (personally) offering to them 
cane-seats that were near her. no also saw K&dambar{, who was 
then attentively listening to the (verses from the) ilahabbarata, 
the highest among all suspicions (». e. holy) books, which was 
being recited in a sweet voice by the daughter of Jitrada, to the 
accompaniment of the tune played by a pair of Kiranaras seated 
at the back, on two flutes as sweet (-sounding) as the (humming 
of) bees : who was looking in a jewelled mirror held before her 
at her lower lip, the inside of which was darkened by the black 
tint imparted to it by the colour. of betel (constantly chewed by 
her), which was overspread with the mellow lustre of her teoth, 
and which looked white-red like a atrip of cloth from which 
bees’- wax hat been rubbed off ; and who was being circumambulated 
as by the morning moon when departing, by a tame swan that went 
round her in a circle, directing his wide-opened eyes towards the 
t'iriiha flower worn by her aa ear-ornament, in his longing for a 
(sprout of the) taivala plant, ( for which he mistook it ). He 
approached them, made bis bow^ and sat on a seat that was placed 
for him on that same white dais. After waiting for a while, he 
looked at MabisvetJ’a face, aod smiled gently, so that his cheeks 
just slightly throbbed In the middle. From that much alone she 
knew his inteution, and said to K&da® barf » Dear friend 
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Chandr&ptda, softened (impressed) by your virtues, as the moonstone 
is by the raja of the moon, finds himself unable to speak He 
wants to go 5 the army of princes, that has been left behind, mast 
be m distress (anxiety), not knowing what has happened to him. 
Moreover, this love of yon two, even though you may be at a dis- 
tance from each other, is now permanent, lasting till death, just like 
that of the bed of day-lotuses and their kinsman the Eon, or like 
that of the bed of night-lotuses and their lord the Moon. So 
.please give him permission to depart.” 

H 7 

To this Kadambari replied: — ‘‘Fri»nd, this person (»'.«. myself), 
and also all my servants, are entirely in the power of the Prince 
•(to command as he chooses) just like his own soul; what regard 
Seed be have for our wishes, then, in this matter?” With these 
words she called ( some ) Gandharva princes and bade tbem 
ccnduct the Prince to his own place. Then OhandrApida rose, and 
first saluted JIahasveta and then K&damoart ; and, being attracted 
by her glance, softened by aSaction, as well as by her (noble) trind, 
said : — “ Princess, what shall I say ? (For) People believe not in 
persons that talk too much ; (I only ask this, that) I should be 
remembered by you when talking abont yonr servants and then he 
started from the maidens’ apartments. All those girls, excepting 
HAdamban, drawn by the reverence they had for his gi pas (merits) 
as though they were helpless, (like a person dragged by means of a 
siout guna — rope), followed him, as he was going, as far as the onter 
arched gate. When the maidens had turned back, OhandrApida 
-mounted his horse brought to him by Keyaraka and, followed by 
those Gandharva princes, started to go away from the H aknta 
monntain. And, as he rode on, the daughter of Ghitraratha 
i(KAdambari) was not only the mainstay of all his ai'ai (hopes) 
inwardly, but also she occupied all his at as (quarters) outwardly. 
Thus — His mind being full of (thoughts of) her, he beheld her — 
-close at bis back, as it were, owing to the continnons ( or, close, 
sticking) pain of the unbearable separation from him ; in his front 
as if obstructing his journey along the way ; in the sky, as if thrown 
up there by the force(bf the waves in the shap^of the longings of 
his heart, distressed by separation; and on his chest, as if she, with 
her mind pained by the separation, was stationed there to have a 
good look at his face. In due course be arrived at the hermitage 
of Mahas'veta, and there he saw his army, encampsd around the 
.shores of the Achehhoda lake, having arrived there solely by 
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following the hoof-prints of Indrayndha. He then sent back all 
those Gandharva princes, and entered his own tent, being sainted 
by the men of his army, who were filled with delight, cariosity 
and wonder (at his return). Having duly honoured all the 
(attendant) numerous princes, he spent that day mostly in tslk with 
Vaisampayana and PattralekhS, saying — Thus is Mahaiveti, thus ' 
K&dambari, thus Hadalekbi, thus Tam&liki, and thus Keynraka. 
Regal Glory (like a woman) did not find pleasure in him as before, 
as though jealous of bis having obtained a sight of the loveliness 
of Kadambari. And that night passed away while he was awake r 
thinking of that same bright-eyed maiden (Kidambari) with a mi ad 
filled with anxious yearnings. The next day, when the divine sun had 
risen, and he had taken his seat in the royal assembly-tent, he , 
while his mind was still occupied with thoughts about her, beheld 
Keyuraka suddenly entering with the door-keeper. And as the 
latter, while yet at a distance, bowed to the prince’s feet with his 
head touching the ground, he, saying * Come, come’, and running 
forward, publicly embraced him closely, first with his eyes that 
moved to their corners, then with his heart, then with horripilation* 
and finally with his two arms. He then made him sit just near 
himself, and earnestly addressed him these words, whose syllables 
(when being uttered) were whitened with the nectar of his smile, 
and which were as if made up of his affection, that was liquefied, 
and oozing forth in that form: — “ Keydraka, tell me if princess 
K&dambarl, with all her friends and Tetinue, and her ladyship 
Mahasveti, are all well.” Keynraka, on his part, whose fatigue 
of the journey was instantly removed by bis being as it were 
bathed and anointed by that very smile of the prince — which 
originated from his great affection, — bowed, and replied still more 
respeotfnlly : — "Bhe, about whom Tour Highness (ao kindly ) asks . 
is now quite all right. ” With these words he removed the 
covering strip of wet cloth and showed him a casket of lotus-leaves 
of which the lid (fir. mouth ) was fastened with lotns-filaments and 
which had a seal of the nogs of young lotus-fibres sec in wet 
ssndal-psste. Opening it he showed him the tokens (of affection) 
lying within, sent by Kadambari. They were)these Juicy betel- 
nuts, some of which were green like emeralds, some had their 
(green) shells taken off, while others were enclosed in beautifol 
sprays •, batel-Ieaves, yeifowish-pale like the cheeks of maini {tir^s f ' 
camphor, in flakes as large as the crescent moon on Siva’s head ; 
aod sandal-oognent, charming (attractive) on account of the very 
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•rich perfume of mnsk ( with which it was ecented ). And he 
-arid : — ‘‘Princess Khdambatl honoara Your Highness with her folded 
hands which kiss ( i.e., are plaeed on ) the crest-jewel ( on her head ) 
»sd from which a red mas 3 of lustre streams forth through the 
interstices of their delicate fingers; hlahasveti, with an inquiry after 
your good health, accompanied by a neck-embrace ;31adalekhk, with 
a salutation in which her forehead is bathed in the lustre of her 
crest -ruby slipping off ; the whole multitude ot maidens, with a 
salutation in which the angular points of the vtakara ornaments 
worn on the patting line of their hair closely touch the ground j 
and Tamklika, with a bow at your feet, touching the dust of your 
feet. And Mahasveti ha 3 sent you this message Blessed are 
those within whose range of sight you have never fallen ’ Those 
merit3 of yours, which were, in your presence, so conspicuously 
■cold like snow, and therefore made as it were of the moon, have, in 
your absence, become as if made of the sun ! Indeed the people 
(here) are yearning after that past (blissful) day which was brought 
into existence somehow by (the grace of) Fate, as though it were 
the day of the production of nectar. Without you the city of 
th* Gandharva-king looks dull, as if some great festival had just 
come to an end. Sow, you know that l have renounced all 
things ; still, even against my will, my heart as it were forcibly 
wishes ( again) to see yon who befriended me without any cause. 
Moreover, Kadambari is exceedingly ill at easo in her body ; she 
remembers yon who have a smiliDg face and who are almost like the 
•God of love. Hence, by the honour of a second visit, you should 
make her feel proud of herself as po 33 e 3 iing some merits (so as to 
deserve a second visit from you). For, the respect shown by noble 
persons makes one think highly of one’s self. The prince must 
needs put up with this constraint caused by familiarity with persons 
like ns 5 it is your own goodness that has produced in ns this 
improper boldness of sending yon a me*sage.” And her© is sent 
-this S'tiha necklace which was forgotten by Tour Highness on the 
conch.” With these words he took out the necklace which was 
tied op in one corner of his upper garment and whose presence 
(therein) was indicated by the streams of rays issuing forth through 
the minute interestices of the thread 1 , and placed it in the bauds of 
(Ohandtapi&a’s ) chowrie -bearer. 

»^{f s Then, saying — ‘-That princess Kadambari thus places even 
-on me, a servant, a very great load of favours such as to remember 
me, &c.» after my departure, is the fruit of my having performed 
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pensnce in the form of worihipping the feet of SfahaSveta, ,r 
Chandr&jfda himself placed all that on his head, and thus accepted 
It. He then wore that necklace round his neck, after having 
previously anointed himself with that sandal -ointment, pleasant tm 
the touch, delight-giving, and fragrant, as if it were the loveli- 
ness dropped off from Ksdambatl’s cheeks ; or the light of her 
Smiles liquefied ; or her heart tamed into a fluid 5 or her numeronr 
virtues oozing forth (as a liquid). Then, having taken betel-roll, 
he rose after a short while, and, supporting himself by placing his 
left am on the ahonlder-region of Keyuraka, he, remaining 
standing, dismissed all the principal kings who were delighted at 
the respect shown to them as usual ; and then, very slowly, he went 
to see the elephant Gandhamidana. He stayed there for a short 
while, and himself spread before him (for eating) a handful of 
tender grass, which appeared to be foil of lotus-fibres as it were 
being jagged with the mass of rays from his own nails; and then 
he started towards the stable of his favourite horses. While going 
he just slightly turned bis faoe obliquely to both the sides, and 
glanced at his servants ; then the door-keepers, who understood 
what was in bis mind, forbade all those servants from following 
him, and sent them away (from that place) ; whereupon he entered 
the stable in the company of Keyuraka only. There the stable- 
keepers, whose looks showed that they were full of the fear of 
being turned out, bowed to him and withdrew. Thereafter, setting 
right the cloth-covering on IndrSyudha’s back that had slipped 
down a little on one side; and poshing back his thick mane, 
yellow-red like saffron, which was obstructing the sight of him 
who had partly contracted his eyes; placing his foot on the 
wooden peg to which the horse’s hoofs were tethered, and slowly- 
but gracefully placing the weight of his body on (». e. leaning 

against) a wooden post of the stable, he asked, fnll of curiosity; 

"Keyuraka, tell me all that happened in the palace of the 
Gandharva-king since I left it; (tell me) in what occupation 
Kidambarl, daughter of the Gandharva-king, spent that day, and 
what was done by klahgsveta, what was said by Madalekhfi, wfcst 
the servants conversed about, and what you yourself did. Was 
there any talk with reference to myself f” (To his queries) 
Key uiaka thus replied folly:— “May Tour Highness listen On 
your departure, while the harem of the maidens by the jingliug^t 
the number of anklets produced, as It were, the tumultuous noise of 
drums announcing the departure of their thousands of hearts (along 
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with yoa) t princes* Kidamfcari, together with her eervants, ascended 
to the terrace of the palace and gazed on the way by which yoa had 
gone, gny with the line of dust raised by the horses. "When the 
sight of Your Highness? was co longer obtainable, she rested her 
face on the shoulder of 'lladalekha, and remained there for a long 
time, a?eitionately flooding, aa it were, that part of the quarter 
with her glaxce*, white ‘like the Milky Ocean, while the torch of 
the rays (—hands — ) of the son was, as it were jealously warded off 
(from her body) by the mocn under tke’guise of the (round) white 
umbrella (that was held over her). Then she, full of dejection, came 
down Irom that terrace with great difficulty ; and having re«ted a 
shot t while in the audience-hall, she got up. and then — b-ing as it were 
informed of the flowers at worship (lying on the parent* nil br tho 
humming bees, afraid of her ‘topping over them . — giving n*e, as It 
ware, to neck-chains for the tame peacocks, being pa ned by the noise 
of their not*s, (to keep them dernb), bv means of the bracelets 
dropping around their necks as they raised them up towards the 
rays of her nul*, white like streams of water and at every step 
with her hand taking the support of the leaves of the garden 
creepers, white with flowers, and with her heart, of (». «. dwelling 
upon) your numerous merits, pure like flowers ; — she finally 
arrived at that same pleasure-mountain where Your Highne«s had 
put up. And arriving there, • sbe spent that day, looking at 
various placer hearing marks (of the various actions) of you 
yourself, superfluously print, d out to her by her servants with the 
words ; — *• Hera the prince rested on this stone-slab, covered with 
watery spray, the bower of green creepers over which is 
besprinkled by a stream Sowing from a fish. shaped aqueduct made- 
of emerald-stone”. ‘’Here he bathed on this large and wide stone 
which is thickly covered with swarms of bees sticking to it owing 
to the perfume of the scented water (used by him for his bath).” 
« { Here he worshipped the Tridsnt-wielding god (Siva), on tho 
bank of this mountain-rivulet, sandy with flower-pollen.” •* Her® 
he dined on this slab of crystal-rock, which by its lustre puts to 
shame even the moon.” And, " Here he slept on this broad slab 
of pearl-rock, which is marked with tne sandal-paste transferred 
to it (from his holy).*’ And, when the day had drawn to a close, 
she, at Mahis vela’s persuasion (fit. effrrt), somehow took her meal 
in that same palace of crystal-stone, although it was not desired 
by her. And after the divine run bad set and the moon risen, 
she stillj remained there for some time ; at moon-rise, her body 
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becoming moistened [with perspiration] as if she were composed 
of moonstone, Bhe placed her hands on both her cheeks, as though 
she were afraid of the lunar orb entering (i. «. being reflected) 
therein, and stayed for a while, thinking (deeply) over something 
with eyes half closed ; then, rising, she went to her bed-chamber, 
planting her feet, that were skilled in walking with a gracofally 
slow gait, with difficulty, as if they were hardened with the 
weight of the images, of the moon reflected in her bright nails. 
Throwing her slender body on the bed, and thenceforth writhing 
with a severe head-ache, and overpowered with a fierce burning 
fever, she passed the night in very great pain, owing to some 
great mental angniib, without closing her eyes (in sleep), in the 
company of the auspicious lamps (burning all night), the beds of 
nigbt-lotnses ( blooming ill night), and the ehakravita birds (awake 
nil night). And in the morning she called me to her and re- 
provingly ordered me to obtain every kind of news of Your 
Highness.’’ 

fV). When Ohandr&pida heard this, he, wishing to start (imme- 
diately), came oat of his pavilion, sbonting ‘ A horse f A horse 1’ 
Having mounted Indrayudba that was saddled and brought to him 
by Ui* harrying grooais, and placed Pattalekhl behind him, he 
appointed Yaisampayana as the head of the army, ordered all the 
servants to go back, and, being followed by Keyuraka mounted on 
another steed, he went to the Hemakuta mountain, where, having 
arrived at the gate of Kadambari’s residence, he dismounted. On 
dismounting be left his horse to the care of the door-keepers j and, 
being followed by Patralekha who was fall of cariosity to get her 
first eight of Kidamharl, he entered and inquired of one of the 
ennochs whom he saw coming towards him— •“ Where i» Princess 
K&dambart?” He bowed end answered — “Your Highness, the is 
in the Scow-house erected on the bank of an oblong pond fnll of 
lotns-beds, just at the foot of the plessnro-monntain, Sfettamayara.” 
Thereupon he traversed some distance through the Ladies’ Garden 
the way being pointed out to hita by Keyfiraka, and saw (there) 
the day rendered green, wherein the sun-beams wero turned into 
tender (blades of green) grass by the lustre of the plaintain-leaves 
green like emeralds And in the very midst of those leaves he 
saw the Snow-house, thatched all round with thickly-piled lotus- 
leaves. And he saw (also) the servants nursing K&dambari’s body 
♦who were (so beloved of their mistress as t 0 look) almost like' 

*Or, who appeared almost in their bodies (». «. who bad not pnt on 
their ornament* etc.). p * ° 
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tei body, coming out from it (the Snow-house) 5 under the guise 
-o! the wrt garments (they had put on), they seemed to ba clothed 
with the waters of the Achchhoda lake 83 it were ; owing to the 
rings of lotus.fibres which they wore on their creeper-like arms, 
their limbs looked *3 if they were whitened with (the sheen cf 
real) ornament? by means of the whitish inner petals of htaka 
flowers, which they wore on one ear only, like a t&danka ornament, 
they put to shame even the white dantapottra ornaments ; they 
had lotus-like faces on the foreheads of which oblong (white) 
narks were made with sandal, and which (thus) looked as if 
suspicions strips of white silk were wrapped over them ; they had 
cheeks on which round, ornamental (wcite) dots were painted with 
sandal, and which (thus) looked as if the moon was staying in 
“them— even by day — in the form of reflections, through his desire 
for touching them ; on their ears they had placed, as ornaments, 
tufts of t'airala blossom*, which excelled all the beauty of *'ir**Aa 
flowers ; they had placed covering* of lotus-leaves on their breasts, 
which were rendered grey with powdered camphor, which were 
besmeared with small quantities of sandal unguent, and which 
were wreathed with chaplets of bahila flowers ; in their hands 
which were whitened with the constant application of sandel-paste 
■(to Kadambatr* body), and which (thns) looked as if they had 
crushed np the rays of the moon in their anger at the pain (they 
were causing to K&dambari), they were holding ehauriet whose 
•threads were made of lotus-fibres and whose handles were made 
at lotns-stalks ; taey were warding off the snhshine (from EAdam- 
bari’s body) by means of the ianalo, the Atitt uda, and the kurataya 
lotu’es with their up-raised stem*, by means of plantain-leaves, 
by means of lotus-leaves, and by means of bunches of flowers, (all) 
being used as eo many umbrellas ; they seemed as though they were 
a host of water-nymphs, or a company of the Glories of Yatuna (the 
water-god), or a collection of autumns, or an assembly of (the 
•presiding deities of) lakes; and they were experts in applying 
ooling remedies. 

0 J . They saluted him and quickly moved off, making way for him 
-(to pass on) as if through the fear of their (reflections) falling on 
•the nails of his feet. He then entered, walking underneath 
the arches of plantain tree?, the plinths of which were formed of 
sandal-paste; which were famished with bells in the form of buds 
of white lotuses ; which had ehwritt made of bunches of full-blown 
-rindAsrara flowers ; from whieh were hanging wreaths of large* 

K. T- 35 
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sized buds of nalHka} across which were fastened large, auspicious 
wreaths made of latamga leaves; over which were swinging to and> 
fro banners made of chaplets of lotoses ; and which were guarded 
by female door-keepers, who carried in their hands staffs made of 
lotus-stalks serving as cane, who had pat on charming ornaments' 
of flowers, and who (tkn») appeared to be the very images, as it 
were, of the Beauty of Spring. Glancing all around, he saw,— 
in some places toy-rivnlets made to flow with sandal-juice, with 
lines of forests formed with lamala leaves planted on both their 
banks, and the sandy shore* provided by means of lotus-pollen 
(scattered wide) in some places beds of red lotuses that were 
being spread ont on pavements coloured with red lead, underneath 
canopies that were wet with water and from which were hanging 
red thauritt made of tnfts of niehula flowers ; — in some places, 
bouses of crystal, the beautifol (transparent) walls of which conld 
be inferred by touch, being be*prinkled with the jnice of carda- 
moms ; — in some places groups of (figures of) peacocks, worked by 
mechanism and looking grey with the thick spray of the streams 
(of water), that were being placed on the tops of fountain-houses 
which were built of lotus-stalks and near which grassy plots were 
formed by means of the filaments of tirttha flowers ; — in some 
places the huts bnilt with leaves that were being covered on the 
inside witn the leaves of jambU trees moistened with the jnice of 
mango spronts — in some places ponds fall of golden lotuses which 
were being disturbed by troops of artificial (figures of) cuds of 
elephants made to sport therein ; — in some places, on wells 
containing scented water and with their beautiful bases bnilt with 
molten gold used as ehunan, water-wheels furnished with pots of 
leaves, which were being fastened with ropes consisting of lotas- 
garlands, the spokes of which were made of long, thick stems of 
tender lotns-stalks, and which were provided with artificial water- 
troughs made of the leaves of the hlott flowers in some places 
artificial lines of clouds that were being made to move about 
(in the sky). (Hoes) from which streams of water were being, 
poured forth on flocks of (artificial) cranes made of crystal and ~ 
over which rain-bows were painted; — in some places strings of 
pearl-necklaces that were being cooled in wells containing sandal- 
juice, with palish yellow spronts of barley grown round and with 
their ripples bristling with the tresh bads of malati creepers 
floating thereon ; — in some places artificial trees worked by 
mechanism, the water-basins of which were constructed with the- 
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powder of pearlg and which were continually ejecting showers of 
big drops of water ; — in some places revolving machine-worked' 
rows of birds made of (green) leaves, which scattered aronnd 
watery spray by the flapping of their wings and thus produced a 
misty appearance (in that place) ; — in some places swings made of 
flower-garlands, that Were thickly crowded with the rows of 
bells in the form of the bees (hovering and humming near 
them); — in some places golden jars that were being taken inside, 
the months ofj which were covered with the leaves of lotus- 
plants that grew inside them, and had come out with their 
erect stalks ; — in some places umbrellas of benches of flowers that 
were being fastened, the handles of which were made of the inner 
stalks of plantain-trees and which charmingly re«embled bamboos 
in their shape — in some places garments, made of lotns-fibrea which 
were being perfumed with tbe juice of camphor-leaves crushed by 
hand ; — in some places ear-ornaments made of the sprouts of waf/ito 
which were being moistened with the juice of the frnits of ZcraZf 
creepers ;~and in some places juices of cooling kerbs, placed in 
stone-made vessels, which were being fanned with the fans of lotus- 
leaves. And, observing (many) other operations, of a similar kind,- 
that were already cattied out or were being carried out there by 
the servants, for getting ready the means of cooling remedies, he 
(finally) reached the central part of that Snow-house. (Being very 
cool) it appeared as if it were the very heart of the Snowy Mountain 
(Himalaya), or the house for water-sports of Varnna (the water- 
god), or the birth-place of all the digits of the moon, or the 
ancestral home of the guardian deities of all sand*l-tree-grove*, or 
the souree of all moon-s tene^, or the residence of all the nights of 
the (cold) month of Mdgha, or the meeting-place of all the rainy 
seasons. It was, a3 it were, a place for all the rivers to remove- 
the heat of the summer ; a habitation for all the oceans to remove 
the heat of the Pc (fata (Submarine) fire ; a tpot for all the clouds to 
counteract the heat of the fire of lightnings; an abode for the beds of 
night-lotuses to spend the day rendered unbearable owing to their 
separation from the moon ; and a place for the ehatk-baunered God of 
lo veto ext in gni s hihe fire (from the third eye) of Siva. It avoided 
on all sides even by the fays of the sun, which, being turned away 
by the thousands of water-jets from tbe fountains, had as it wer© 
gone back, being afraid of the extremely cool touch. It- 
was accompanied by (i. ». filled wltb) breezes, which, wafting 
quantities of filaments of the ladatnSa flowers, appeared as if 
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they were horripil&ted (owing to the extreme cold). It wa9 
inclosed by plantain-groves, which, having their leaves flattering 
in the wind, appeared as if they had shivering produced in them 
by the cold. It resonnded with bees, which, hamming in their 
intoxication caused by the odour of flowers, appeared as if their 
teeth were chattering (with cold). And it was adorned with 
creepers, which, being covered with densely-crowded swarms o! 
bees, appeared as if they were wearing dark cloaks (to k?ep off the 
cold). And in due course, being in that place anointed (as it 
were), both internally and externally, by that intensely cool touch, 
(30 very shiek) that (it) coaid be handled as it were in solid lamps, 
he thought that his mind was (as if) made of moon, his bodily 
organs of night-lotnses, bis limbs of moonlight, and his intellect 
of lotns-fibres. And he also considered the solar rays as full of 
pearl-neck laces, the sunshine of sandal-nngaent, the breezes of 
camphor, time of water, and all the three worlds of snow. 
zot And in one part of that (8now-house) of this description he 
saw Kidambarl. She was surrounded by a number of her friends 
and thus looked like the divine Gapgk, with her retinue of all 
(tributary) rivers lying on the floor of a cave of tho Him&laya 
mountain. She was lying on a couch of flowers, underneath a 
small pavilion which had pillars of Joins stalks ai>d which was 
surrounded by a stream of camphor-juice made to flow aronod it in 
the winding manner of a canal. 8he appeared to have her beauty 
completely plundered even by the deities (in their envy); (thus) — 
owing to her iiecklaces, armlets, rings, girdle and anklets, (all) 
made of lotus-fibres, she appeared to have been tied np as it were 
with chains by Oupid in his envy ; to have been touched as it 
were by the moon on her forehead which was whitened with sandal . 
kissed as it were on her eyes, from which tears were flowing, by 
Varnpa; bitten (i, *. kissed) as it were by Wind, on her month from 
which heavy sighs were escaping; inhabited as it were by tbe sun 
in her limbs which were heated by passion ; clasped as it were by 
Fire in her heart which was heated with the ardour of Love ; and 
to have been embraced as it were by water in her body which was 
l bathed in perspiration. She had weakness produced in her, as if 
her limbs bad gone to her beloved (Ohandrapida) together with her 
heart. She had her hair standing on end, white with the partly 
dried, auulal, «a it it vreratha raws, ot tkaxtja tri pa«U sticking (in 
her body), owing to its constant touch with pearl-nccklaces. She 
-was as it were being taken pity on by the bees hovering near her ear- 
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ornaments (of flowers), (bee*) which were fanning, with the breezes 
from their wings, the surf ace of her cheeks bedewed with perspiration; 
as though her ear was scorched by the fire in the fora of those bees 
hovering about her ear-ornaments, she was besprinkling it (i.e., the 
ear ) with the stream of her tears that flowed ont from the corner 
other eye; and she wasplacing on her ear a bud of white Kttala 
(or, htJia seemed with camphor) asif it were a pipe forcarrving o5 
the excess of the flow of her tears. Her jar-like breasts were being left 
by her silken garment set in motion by the shaking caused by her 
deep sigh9, which looked as if it were the spreading lustre of 
her body running away in fear of the heat (of love ); and with the 
palm of her hand she was covering her pair of jar-like breasts 
which, having the reflections of waving choicrir* fallen on them, 
appeared as if they had provided themselves with wings in their 
eagerness to go to the beloved ( Ghandripida ). She repeatedly 
claspsd, with her creeper-like arms, a statue made of an ice- slab; 
often aba touched closely, with her broad cheeks, a doll made of 
camphor; and now and again she touched, with her lotns-like feet, 
a doll made of thick sandal-paste. She was being as it were looked 
at, in curiosity, having turned round, even by her own face, reflected 
in her breasts ; her broad cheeks were, as it were, osing kissed, even 
by the sprout worn by her as ear-ornament, lying on the leaf of its 
own reflection (in her cheeks j as thoogh it were full of longing j 
and she was being as it were embraced even by necklaces, that were 
composed of pearl*, with Karat (rays) stretched forth, as though 
they were persons overpowered by love, who, losing self-control 
(or, being sages with liberated souls ), had stretched forth their 
Karat (hands) (to embrace her). Ehe was making the jewelled 
mirror ptaeed over her bosom take an oath touching (by) her life, 
as if it were the moon, that it should not rise that day. 
She had stretched forth her hand to ward ofl the perfume coming 
towards her from the Ladies’ Garden, like a female elephant that 
stretches forth her tnyik towards an intoxicated wild Scent- 
elephant approaching in her direction. She did not relish the 
arrival of the deer in the fora of the southern wind, thus looking 
like a woman started on a journey, who does not like that the 
rafanpyo (a deer as fleet as wind)should pass on her right, (it being 
a portentous omen). Her side3 were held together by her large 
(lit. jar-like) breast3 whieh were covered with lotuses and whitened 
with sandal, and thus she looked like a raised seat for Cupid’s 
hath, with its sides occupied by pots filled with water covered 
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-with lotnaea and white with iandsl (mixed with it). The root 
of her thighs, delicate like lotos-fibres, was visible under her 
-transparent garment, and she thus looked like the lotus-pond 
in the form of the sky, wherein the large constellation MMa, 
delicate (i. e. white and brilliant) like lotus-fibres, is visible in 
the clear firmament. She appeared more beautifol (than ever), 
owing to the excess of (or, crores of) graces imparted to her by 
•Cupid, thus looking like the line of (Oupid’s) flowery bow, which 
appears lovelier by reason of the string being put over its ends 
by Onpid. Like the gaardian deity ol the month of spring, who 
cha*es away winter, sue wore cooling pearl-necklaces. Like a 
female bee, engrossed in searching for flowers, she was distressed 
by Oupid (whose arrows are flowers). Though anointed with sandal, 
still aha was without any bodily nngnent (real sense — was full 
of the passion produced by Oapid); being a young girl, still she 
was the mother of Madana (real sense — she kindled passion in 
others); though Mrin&lint (a lotus-plant — wearing lotus-fibres ) 
she yearned for the touch of snow (which is killing to a lotus- 
plant). 


Now, as her servants announced to her the arrival of Ohandri* 
pfda, each coming as she saw him, she asked them tacitly (lit. 
without uttering a word) casting her eye, the tremulous pnpil of 
•which moved up, at each face (as much to say) “ Tell me ; has he 
really coma? Did you see him? At what distance is be? And where 
-is he?” Seeing him coming towards her, while yet at a distance, 
with an eye the brightness of which gradually increased, she, of 
bea&tifal hips, seized by the paralysis of her thighs and with trem- 


bling limbs, rose np from her couch of flowers, like a newly-cacght 
female elephant of a beautiful stature (or, excellent to ride) held 
fast being tied to a big post and struggling (to get free). She ' 
being helpless was as if being raised np by the noisy swarms of 
bees attracted there by the perfume of her flowery bed ; as her 
upper garment dropped down in her butt/ (to get np) she wished 
(was going) to place o n her bosom (the spreading) rays of ber 
neckJace (mistaking them for the garment); ns sh e pl SLed the palm 
oi her left hand on the jewel-pavement, shoseemed to beg tbesupport 
of hand from her own image (reflected therein); and she seemed to 

be mafe.ng an offer of herself after sprinkling water ( 0Ve r herself) 
wtk 1 « risu i»»a, -lid, !.ti e «,a J, ,, ing , 0 „i„ 
w “' a t„„„ „a „ hich th „ „„„ , , „„ 
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dropping down ; aa the .row of her hair (rising np from her navel) 
got wavy as the three folds of the akin (above the waist) were 
compressed owing to the lower part ol the spine being turned aside, 
’It seemed that all kinds of Rasas (liquids — sentiments) were being 
squeezed ont of her by the Bodiless One (Cupid); she was shedding 
from her eyes the cool water of (the tears of) joy, which was as if 
mixed with the asndal-jaice that had entered inside from the mark 
on her forehead ; with the stream f the drops of the tears of joy 
she was washing her broad cheek rendered gray with the poilen of 
the ear-ornament (of flowers) that was shaken (when she rose np), 
as if in longing that the image of her beloved might enter in ; her 
face was bent down a little, as if with the weight of the sandal- 
paste of the mark on her forehead ; and she seemed to be drawn 
forward as it were by her long eyes fixed on his (Ohandrapfda’s) 
face, and with the pupils resting fixedly the very moment, at their 
corners. Gbandrjptda, howavor, approached and showing respect, 
bowed to her as before, having first paid his respects to Hab&sreti; 
and when she had returned his salutation and seated herself again 
on that same ftawery conch, and a golden seat (chair) with legs 
inlaid with brilliant gems was brought to him (for sitting on) he 
pushed it aside with his foot and sat down on the ground. There- 
upon KeySraka, saying—" Princess, this is the bstel-box-bearer of 
prince Ohandripida, Patralekha by name, and a great favourite of 
him,” presented Ler. Then seeing her, Kidambarl thought— "Oh 
how great is the partiality of the Creator for motal women 1” As she 
(Patra.)bowed, she called out to her, saying 'Come, come ’, and made 
her sit close behind herself, being looked at with curiosity by her 
retinue. And feeling a i excess of love for her, at her first sight, 
«be again and again touched her favonringly with her tender hand. 
tOlNow CbandrSpids, having at once gone through all the 
courtesies proper on arrival, and seeing the daughter of Chitraratba 
(Kid a.) in that erudition, thought — "Mf heart is certainly dull of 
perception since it does not even yet bolieve. Well, I will just 

ask her in a skilfully worded-speech.” Then he said aloud: 

"Princess, I know haring what uneasiness of mind for its cause 
•has proceeded this your disease, dependent on (causing) constant 
torment. (Secret sense — I know that having passion caused by 
Oupid for Its cause has proceeded, elo.). Fair-bodied maiden, trnlv 
it ( the disease — the working of passion) does not pain you soitueh 
• as it does me. I wish to restore you to health even by offering 
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(i. e. at the cost of) my body. (Real sense— I wish to make yon 
happy even by marrying yon). Aa 1 feel pity lor yon who are 
trembling violently and behold yon lying (helplessly) on (a bed 
of) flowers, my heart sinks as it were. (Real sense— As I air©- 
tremble through the emotion of love after yon who are trembling, 
and observe yon laid prostrate by thetorment of love, my heart also 
falls overpowered by pain). Your arms,* which have no bracelets 
on, have grown thin. (R. Yonr arms grown lean inspire passion). 
On account of yon* excessive torment you beat by yonr eyes, 
like a land-lotos plant) the state of having a red lotus ( i. e. your 
eyes are aa red as a red lotus ). ( 8. s. — Your eye indicate* a love- 
affected state that brings no pleasure— srt^T — ,your desire being not 
accomplished). When you are afflicted, even your servants come 
to wear pearl ornaments by inoessantly shedding drops of tears 
(looking) like pearls. (See. a. — When yon continue to suffer afflic- 
tion — and do not wear ornaments — yonr servants also weep 
for you and do not wear ornaments) Bo you then yourself 
put on the auspicious ornaments befitting an excellent maiden 
(or, ornaments excellent and worthy of you). (Sec. s. — Pat on 
the auspicious decorations fit for a choice marriage— tyti?rc)- 
For, a young creeper appears splendid when accompanied by flowers 
and bees (sitting thereon). ( Bee. a — Youth appears charming 
when full of love).” Now K&dambart, although naturally innocent 
by reason of her childhood, yet by her intellect, that wa* as if 
instructed by Oupid, understood in her mind all the meaning that 
was suggested by bis darkly expressed speech. But not expecting 
that her desires would attain that degree of success, and also 
resorting to bashfnlneas, she remained eilent. Only making 
some pretext for it, the sent forth the light of a smile jnst at 
the moment, as if t6 see him who was darkened (obscured) by the 
swarm of bees attracted by the fragrance of her face. Then 
Madalekhd replied:— “Prince what shall I gay ? Fieroe is this 
torment which cannot, indeed, bo described ( cannot be plainly 
told— as it proceeds from love). Moreover, what is there that 
would not cause pain to her who is in her yonth? (8ec. s.— who i* 

•Or.siT^ maybe taken as Voc. ; 0 yoa who wear no armlets (O 
yon wbo inspire passion) ; or, 0 you who do not g!ve your body tome 
(i.e. marry me) (w^+sr^ ). 

t Or, as a land Jotns.plact, on acconnt of great heat, bears a rednest 
ox flower* which h not juicy (glossy). 



pp. 330-331. ] 


2SX 


in Iota with the prince ).' Even the cool shoots of the lotns-plant 
set like fire, even moon-light terns to (bum3 like) sunlight. Ob,, 
don't yon see the pain caused to her mind by the breezes of the 
fans msd9 of spronts ? Firmness of mind alone is the cause of 
the support of her life.” Kadambari mentally returned that same 
speech of Hadalekhi, as a reply to the prinoe. Chandripfda, 
however, with a mind fall of suspense as the speoih of ifadilskhi 
was capable of being interpreted either way, remained for a long 
time engaged in talks with Jfahisveti that were clever enough 
to increase affection, and having in a similar way ( i #. skilfully ) 
freed himself with a great effort, left Kidambari’s rerideree to 
go to the camp. 

£"-) As he was about to mount Ms horse after departing, Keyaraks 
came op to Mm from beMnd and said — ‘TTonr Highness, ITadalekhi 
respectfully says,— Princess Kldambari wishes Patralekhi to return, 
feeling aSeetion for her from the very first sight ; she win g0 e f» fr . 
wards.’ Hearing this oessare, Tonr Highness is to decide.*’’ 
Hearing the message, Chandrdpida said— “ Blessed and enviable is 
Patralekhl, whom the favour of the princess, so rare, thus pursue* ; 
let her be taken back ’*. With these words he wen: to the camp. Jest 
as he wa3 entering it, hs beheld a letter-bearer, very well known 
to Mm, arrived from Ms fathers’ presence. Holding up his hnrj-,. 

and with an eye dilated through joy, he asked him from a distance 

« Well, man, is my father well with all his re’.inue and my mother 
with all the ladies of the harem? ” Thereupon ho advanc’d and af;#r 
bowing and saying «As Tour Highness asks (they are)’, presented two 
letters. The prince, however, placing them on Ms head and himself 
opening them, read in order as follows— “Hail, from Ujjayinf. 
Hi* Imperial Majesty, king Tariplds, a great devotee of Siva who»e 
lotns-feet are bonj9 as an ornament on the crests of all king*, <*reets- 
Ohandrapida, the abode of riches of every kind, kissing him on hi* 
head, which (itself) kisses the circle of the flashing rays of beanti- 
fol crest-jewel*. The subjects are doing well. Along time has 
•lapsed sines yon have been absent Oar heart has a great ]ouc»i D » 
(to eeo you) ; the queen also with all the Ladies of the harem h *9 
been pining (for yon). So the time of your finishing the perusal 
of the letter should be made the time of your m**ch 6a«k («.#., y on 
should start as soon as you finish reading the letter).” He read t^a 
same matter la the second letter sent by Sakaca**. J a *t at the time* 
Yaissmpiyans also approached and showed other two Utters of the 
K. T- 3G 
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* me import. Thereupon, saying ‘ A« my father commends,’ end 
mounting his horse just in the same way, ha caused the drum el 
departure to be sounded. And he instructed Meghanids, the son of 
Balihaka, and commander of the whole army, who was standing 
nearby, surrounded by a large detachment of cavalry, (thns) * 
« Yon should come with PstralskhJ. Surely Keydraka will come 
bringing her with him, as far as this place; through him (this) 
message should be sent to princess jCiiambari, after offering my 
salnatation to her — ‘Truly this is that (well-known) nature of 
mortals, which deserves to be censured by the three worlds, which 
is without regard (for the good done ), which discards familiarity 
and which is hard to grasp (or, to be won over); —of mortals, whose 
affections, proving faithless all of a sodden, do not care for disinter- 
■ested tenderness (shown by others). By me thus going my affection 
has been turned Into a deceitlnl and entrapping roguery; my 
devotion to you got into the state of being skilled in falsely 
changing the tons of my voice (so as to mislead you); my offer of my 
eelf ^to yon) shown to be clever roguery, sweet only by outward 
courtesy ; and the discordance between speech and thought made 
manifest. Let aside the question about myself. Even the princess 
who b«3 bestowed her favour on an undeserving person, (though) 
wotthy of celestials, has been exposed to reproach. For the glance* 
of the great, fall of ambrosia in the form of their favours, cast in 
vain on unworthy objects, came shame afterwards. My heart ts 
not, indeed, so much pressed down (lit. dull) by the great load of 
«tcessive shame with regard to the princess, as it is with regard to 
Mah&ivell. Barely the princess will more than Once rebuke her 
who eulogized my numerous merits falsely ascribing their possession 
to me, as one who ill-placed her partiality. What ahall I do then? 
The very weighty command of my father has power over my body 
alone. Bat my heart, which has a strong yearning for dwelling on 
Hemaknta, has written (as it were) a bond of slavery to the princess 
for a thousand births. It is not allowed to go away by the 
princess favour, as a forester is not allowed passage by a guard at a 
toll-office (or village polics-station). Being helpless, I am gone to 
UjjayinI at my father’s command. On occasions, in talks about 
persons, this base (or Wretched) Ohandrapida should, indeed, bs 
remembered. Do not at all think that Ohandrapida, living, will 
teat without again tastieg the joy of saluting the lotus-like feet 
<jf the princess.’ Yon should salute (on my behalf) the feet of 
Mahisreti with (bent) head, and tpradaMiTia (going ronnd her 
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keeping to the right). Tell Jladalekhi alio that a close embrace to 
her at the neck, preceded by a salutation, has been offered her. 
Embrace fist Tamiliki. All the servants of Kadambarf should be 
inquired after their well-1 ng. And the divine Hemskuta should 
-fee taken leave of with falded hands.” 

- #t Having thas instrncted him (MeghanAda) he appointed 
VaissmpAyana to the responsible post of commander of the whole 
camp, asking him to follow him with slow marches without 
cansing fatigue to the army, consisting of allies* and others. And 
he himself, being on bone-hick fast as he was, started on, asking 
"the letter-bearer, who was clinging to his saddle, the way to 
Ujjayini, with a heart vacant on account of his fresh separation 
from K&dambar], and being followed by the cavalry, mostly consist- 
ing of yonng horses, that shook the Kiilisa with the sonnd of their 
joyfnl neighing as they marched on sportively, that braised the 
earth by the dance of their hoofs, and that bore a charming array 
{lit. forest) of spears. He marched daring the day through a 
desolate forest, which was mostly fall of trees with high-grown' 
tranks ; the clamps of trees in which were begirt by the bowers 
-of the Alslini creepers ; the foot-paths in which were winding 
-as they avoided the trees felled down by hnge elephants ; the places 
of the slaughter of valiant persons in which were indicated by 
mounds raised with leaves, grass and pointed logs of wood (or 
mounds with cones of leaves etc.) ; in which (a ffgnre of) Dnrgi, 
<tho goddess of the forest, was carved on the roots of Stapendoos 
trees ; in which there were heaps of myrobalans, left after 
their shelh had been broken open (bitten) by thirsty travellers ; 
the spots in which were not desired (by travellers for baiting in) 
as water wa» difficult to be obtained in it on account of (the 
condition of) the old forest-wells, the skirts of which were 
bespattered with the dnst of ths spray of the fall-blown Paranja 
■flowers, which were marked (indicated) by banners in the form - 
of the strips of cloth and ragged garments tied to the trees (for 
-being dried) on their brinks, the resting of travellers near which 
was inferred from the seats of dry leaves lying on bricks, the 
•brinks of which ware marked with tender leaves grey with the 
dost of the feat robbsd off by pilgrims resting there, the waters 


* With the raiding 5^*1— saying to him— my friend too should fojiow 
ane. ....... without orertajiog the snny. 
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of which hadl a stench imparted to them by the mixture of leaves 
(fallen and putrefying in them), were not cool, were maddy, were of a~ 
bad colour and hitter (lit. not sweet); and the presence of which was 
inferred from inch signs as sheaves of grass and vessels of leaves 
tied together with knots of creepers (lor drawing water oat 
of them) ; the interior of which was rendered uneven (difficult for 
travelling) by dried up ruountain-streams, the banks of which were 
made doeky with the pollen from the groves of Sindhnr&ra tre-s 
shedding down honey, the sandy hanks of which were intricately 
covered with networks of lubjala creepers, and wherein a litllo 
turbid water was to be obtained in small ditches dug in the sand by 
travellers- and in which the presence of small hamlets, in tbs midst of 
dense thickets, was to be inferred from the sounds of dogs and swarm* 
of cocks. And when the sun’s disc grew red (fit. ripe, f.e., was aboat 
to set), and the day had a mass of reddish light, he saw from afar a 
large red flag in a wood-region narrowed (hemmed in) by trees 
which mostly consisted of the Kadamba, Silmali (the silk-cotton) 
and Peliia trees that were divested of their branches and that 
Imitated (looked like) umbrellas on account of their having only 
one tuft of leaves at the top ; and by forest-fields which werenettled 
with the bulbous roots of the big stems (of trees) with sprouts 
shooting upwards, which had a fence made of thickets of grown- 
up bamboo trees tawny like orpiment, which had bnman figures 
made of grass (placed in them) through the fear of deer (&e. vintirg 
them, t. for frightening them away), which were yellowish- 
white on account of the ripeness (of corn), which were rich in fruits, 
and >n which Friyahgus abounded : The red flag was fastened on a 
red sandal tree of long growth («.«. old); it was wet with balls of 
red lac (attached to it) resembling lumps of blood-dripping fle»b 
and with red sandal jnice, scarlet like fresh blood ; its pole was 
decked with red banners, red like long ( or lolling) tongues, with a 
pendant black chmri, hiving the appearance o! a mass o! hair, as 
• it with the limbs of animals recently killed ; it was set with a bill 
and a creseent formed with well-developed eotrrisi (or, lotus-seeds), 
and the top of which, therefore, shone as if (adorned) with the 
moon made to come down (to the earth) by the san, himself 
descended to protect the bnflalo of his eon (Yama); it scratched the 
anrfaee of the *ky with its goldsn trident (that formed its spire), 
which had a formidab'e hcarre-soandiog bell suspended from a 
swinging iron chain attached to its prongs, and which had a- 
efrtmt, beautlfal like a lion’s mane, closely fastened to it ; and it 
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seemed to be gazing, as it were, on the path of travellers that 
might eerva a3 human offerings (to the go Ideas DargS) (or, at the 
path of, «. «. looking oat for, tb9 presents to be brought by 
travelling men). 

2 a 7 Whan ha had gone a short distance fscing it (the red flsg), be 
-saw (the fierce goddess) Ohandikd (in her shrine). She was ear- 
ronnded by a door made of the tasks of wild elephants, yellowish- 
white like a collection of the spires of the kttaki flowers. Her 
door-region was fitted with an iron arch bearing a string of circular 
iron mirrors surrounded by rows of red cAattriet, as if it were a 
-row of the heads of the Sabaras, fierce with their tawny hair. Her 
pedestal made of black stone was occupied by an iron buffalo, set 
in front (of the goddess), who, having the palm-marks made with 
•red sandal on his body, looked as if he were stroked with the palm 
of Tama, red with gore, and whose red eyes were licked by female 
jackals restless through their greed for (what were taken to be) 
drops of blood. She had offerings of holy flowers made to her — in 
one place with red lotuses, as if they were the eyes of wild buffaloes 
elain by the Sabaras, in one with the buds of the Agasti flowers, as 
if with the nails of lions, and in another with the (red) buds of the 
Jvimsuka flowers as if they were the blood-covered nails o! tigers. 
.In another place she was exhibiting the slaughter of the animals 
offered to her, which (like a creeper) had shoots in the form of 
the heaps of the carved tips of the horns of deer, had leaves in the 
form ofhnndreds of the blood-dripping pieces of tongues, flowers in 
• the shape of thousands of red eyes, and fruits iu the form of clusters 
of heads. Her court-yard was adorned with the red- As oka trees, 
which, on account of the swarms of red cocks closely lurking in the 
-spaces of their branches through the fair of dogs, seemed to have 
,put forth bunches of flowers. She had offerings of skall-like fruit 
made to her by tna palms, as if they were the Vethlat ( dead bodies 
animated by spirits) come there through the desire of drinking the 
'blood of the victims offered. She (Her shrine) was densely fenced 
-round by groves of plantain trees, that shook as if with the fever 
'•’aruu^tfs tmhjyVffiT ; ivWii if lumps ok ‘ftreTBTiv* trees yfriiia were as 
if thorny (horripilated) through fear, and with the groves of 
- date-palms as if with hair raised up through fright. The region 
about her was never void of cubs of lions that were playing abont, 
being the proteges (favourites) of Ambiki, aid that were scattering 
< about the red pearls dropped from the temples of wild elephants 
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shattered (by lions), which were picked and then dropped by tho- 
ignorant cocks greedy ot the boiled grains of rice from the offerings 
red with fresh blood. The oourt-yard of her (shrine) was made- 
etlcky by the streams of the water in the form of blood, rendered- 
still redder by the sun, red at the time of setting, reflected therein, 
as if he had fallen there throngb the Bwoon oansed by the sight of. 
profuse blood. She appeared splendid with the region of the door 
of the inner shrine which had, hanging from it, lamps, smoke- 
(of incense, sandal, etc burnt inside) and red garments, which had a- 
garland of the rings of peacock’s necks strong across it, which boro 
a row of thick-set bells whitened-by balls of flour, and whioh had' 
two panels that had iron spikes fixed in the (fignres of) lion’s 
months made of tin (or lead), that were provided with a bolt of a.- 
long tusk (of an elephant) and that had a series of small bright 
spheres, yellow, blue and red (to colour), Sashing forth (being 
reflected therein) from mirrors. The roots of her feet were covered 
with cloths dyed with red lac, which fell on the broad pedestal (of 
the idol) inside, as it they were the lives of all animals come there 
to pray for protection. She appeared to be living in a temple of 
the nether world as it were, on acconnt of her being surronnded by 
the dense darkness oansed by the lustre of weapons used for slaying, 
animals, Bnoh as the axe, the spear, and the like, which, having the 
reflections of black eAourie* fallen into them, seemed to have the masses 
of hair sticking to them from their cutting the heads (ot animals). 
She was adorned with garlands of Bilva leaves, intermixed with 
flashing (Bilva) fruits and tender sprouts, besmeared with red 
sandal, as if with long strings ot infants’ heads (which are red), 
Bhe appeared fierce with her limbs to which worship was offered 
with bunches of Kadamba flowers, as red as blood, and which 
therefore seemed as if they had the hair bristling up by the pleasure 
at the deep sound of the drum (beaten at the time) of offering- 
animals (as victims tn •••■uii.] »«-. 

of an Abhi* . ■ ■ 

forehead t ■ ■ ■ ■ 

face which had the tilaka mark formed with the dots of red. 
lead, made by the fair Sahara females, which had its broad oheeks- 
reddened by the 'shedding (on them) of the lustre of the ear- 
ornament of pomegranate flower, the fold of whose lips was 
crimsoned by the ‘betel in the form of blood, the eye-brows of. 
Which were curved owing to their being knitted, and tha eyes of. 
which were red,— and on account of her slender body being veiled* 
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with a silken garment dyed red with safflower. On acconnt of 
the flickering elongated (fit. creeperlike) flames (of the lamp?) 
in the inner shrine, rendered reddish by the thiok and bine Bmoke 
of incense and bdellinm (bnrnt there), she appeared to be threatening 
the wild buffalo that had committed a crime owing to his shaking 
of the rod of the trident by his scratching (against it) his broad 
shonldar, as if with her fingers all red with the blood of the 
demon Hahishs (killed by her). She was being propitiated (as 
it were) even by goats having long beards, aa if they were 
observing a tow, even by mice with lips quivering, as if they w*re 
engaged iu muttering prayera; even by fawns with their bodies 
covered with black skins, as if they were sleeping (before her) 
with the object of gaining their desired object ; and even by 
bleak serpents, with the blazing rays of the red jewels in their 
heads, as if they held jewelled lamps on their heads. She was 
praised from all sides by swarms of young crows that were crowing 
as if they were engrossed in praising her, and she was attended 
npon by an old Dravida ascetic. He was given the appearance of 
a latticed window by networks of very prominent veins as if 
they were swarms of goihat (iguanas), lizards, and chameleons that 
had crawled upon his body mistaking it for the burnt-up stnmp 
of a tree. His whole body was chequered with marks of the 
pita left by small-pox, as if they were the spots of the auspicious 
marks dug out (from his body) by adverse fortune. He seemed 
to have a rosary of ruinhhat, on account of his hair placed on the 
ear as an ornament. He had a tnmour growing on bis forehead 
darkened by his (constant) falling at the feet of Ambiki. As ha 
had one of his eyes destroyed by the magic ointment given to him 
by an impostor, be had made the wooden pencil thin by bis care 
in applying collyrium to the other eye at the three periods of the 
day. He every day tried to remedy (the defect of) his having 
projecting teeth by (the application of) the moistnre of (obtained 
by heating) bitter gourds. His persistent effort to rub (medicinal) 
oil was confined to one arm that was shrivelled on acconnt of 
the strokes of a (heated) brick being given to it in the wrong place 
(». *. not on the seat of pain). He bad increased the opacity of 
his eyes by the constant and persistent use of a roll (or salve) 
made of pungent drugs. He had secured the task of a boar for 
splitting np stones. He had stored medicines and ointments in 
the hollowed nuts of the iQgudt. tree. The fingers of his left 
hand were eontraeted owing to the veins (of the fore-arm) being 
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■aewfl with a needle. Tbe big toes of Us teat had become ulcerated 
•owing to tbe friction of (lit. the wound caused by) tbe covering 
made of the cocoons of silk-worms. He had brought on himself 
untimely fever by taking mercurial preparations not properly 
(scientifically) made. Although become old, he was ■ worrying 
Darga with his prayers for getting a boon conferring on him 
the sovereignty of the southern coantry. He had fastened his 
hopes of getting a foitune on the making of the magical li/aia* 
mark as advised by an Imperfectly-instructed Sramana ( a Buddhist 
mendicant). He bore a bivalve-shell blackened with ink made from 
charcoal with the juioe of green leaves. He had written R 
panegaric of Durga on a atrip of cloth (or a piece of palm-leaf). He 
had collected together manuscripts containing magical spells (or 
information about jugglery), mystical formulas and incantations 
(written) on palm-leaves in letters drawn with red lac and fumi- 
gated with smoko (of incense). He had written down the doctrine 
of the worship of M&bakMa according to the instraotions of an aged 
great follower of Pasupati (Siva). In him was manifested the 
disease of talking about (his finding) a treasure ; and he was seized 
by the craze of the talk about alchemy ( tbe transmutation of baser 
metals into gold) He was possessed by the ghost of entering into 
the rather world ( to find oat the treasures there ), and he enter- 
tained the foolish desire of making love to (and securing) % Yaksha 
damsel (by the power of mantrat). He bad increased his stock of 
the means of making efficacious the spells of becoming invisible. 
He knew thousands of wonderful tales about the Sris'aila. His 
ears were flattened by the etrokes given with their palms by those 
who were possessed by ghosts, rushing upon him when struck by him 
•with white mustard seeds repeatedly consecrated with incantations. 
He never gaye np his pride in being a worshipper of Siva (or, his 
partiality for the worship of Siva). He was avoided by travellers, 
filled with disgust at his playing on a guitar badly handled (harshly 
struck), and he sang daring the day itself, something resembling 
the buzzing of fifes. He danced as he sang a psalm, inculcating 
devotion to the Ganges, ootnposed by him in his native tongue. 
As he had taken the vow of celibacy only under compulsion, he 
had often employed the female-winning (magical) powder, against 
the old ascetic women that had come from foreign regions and 


• Or, who hid bated bit bopes ot getting wealth .00 the pretence of a 
mol* on hi* body) at predicted by an ill-educated Rod. mendicant. 
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• stayed there (in the temple). On account of his being extremely 
irritable, Ms anger was roused by the fall of the eight flowers to he 
■offered together, if sometimes they were ill-placed. He mocked 
very mnch even (the idol of) Ohandiki, by the distortions and 

-contortions of his face. Sometimes he got his baek broken by his 
falling down in the mmy duels that he began with the travellers 
that were angry at Ms preventing them from taking up residence 
there. Sometimes he had his neck turned side-ways (or sprained), 
and his sknll broken against a stone, as he fell face downwards, 
owing to a stumbling while running in indignation after the boys 
that had bolted away having offended him. Sometimes he hanged 
himself through jealousy at respect being shown by the country-folk 
to another ascetic newly come there. Not being properly cultured 
he did anything and everything he liked ; being lame he moved 
about very slowly ; on account of Ms being deaf he carried out 
Ms transactions by signs ; on account of Ms night-blindness 
he moved abont during the day (only) ; and as he had a long 
belly he ate much. Several times be had his nose pierced with 
holes, being scratched with their nails by monkeys provoked at his 
idling down fruits (from trees). Oftentimes his body was 
shattered by the bites of thousands at bees that moved away when 
he collected flowers. A thousand times be was bitten by black 
serpents in the desolate and uncleared temples wherein he slept. 
A hundred times he had his head shattered by his fall from the 
top of the Bilva tree (or, by the fall of the fruit from the top of 
the Bilva tree ) ; more than once his cheeks were lacerated by 
the nails of the bears residing in the dilapidated temples of the 
•divine Mothers. He always came to be mocked by being married 
to an old hag placed on a broken cot that was raised up (that he 
, might not eeo who was there) by people playing pranks in spring. 

He had risen np without Ms object being gained after lying down 
-(before the deities) in many a temple. He bore his miserable 
plight even, accompanied by (full of) varions diseases, as though 
it were Ms family. Evan Ms folly, whioh was followed (accom- 
panied by) many vices (or, dsngers into wMch it led him), he 
Aisp’ajed as having (tima) given kfvrih \t> mvaj ciai&rax Even 
wrath, which had given rise to many tnmonrs on his body caused 
by the strokes of stieks, he exMbited, as having borne frnit. Even 
torment, that was 'clearly indicated by nleers causing a burning 
sensation like that of torches blazing through all his limbs, ha 
manifested as having many months. Even insult, in wMeh hundreds 

K, T. 37 
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of kicks were given to him by the country people abused by him.'- 
without cause, he bore, as if it flowed in a stream. He had prepared 
a large Jbox for placing flowers in, with dried wild creepers. He 
had formed a hook with a bamboo-stick for striking down flowers. 
And he did not leave aside, even for a moment, the Ihola (a sort of 
helmet or covering for the head) made of a piece of a black blanket. 
And in that very (temple) he took his abode (or, gave orders for 
camping). 

Xo# Thereafter having descended from the horse, he entered and - ’ 
bowed to_her (Ohar.diki) with a mind bent down with (fail of) 
devotion. Having gone round the goddess sunwise, and bowed * 
to her again, he wandered about through the curiosity to see the- • 
peaceful region, and beheld in one part the Dravida ascetic in 
wrath, screaming load!/ and shonting (in abusing). Seeing him, 
pained as he was by sorrow dne to longing caused by hie separation 
from K&dambari, he langhed for a long time ; and also checked 
Mb soldiers who were wrangling with him and deriding him. 
Having with great difficulty appeased him with soothing expres- - 
sions and conciliations with hundreds of agreeable words, 
Ghandripida himself asked him, in order, his birth-place, his caste, 
the knowledge (he possessed), whether he had wife and children, 
his wealth, the measure of his age and the cause of his turning 
a recluse. On beiDg asked he described himself ; and the 
prince was very much amused by him as he garrulously described > 
his past heroism, beauty and wealth ; and he (the ascetic) became, 
as it were, a source of diversion to him whose heart was distressed 
by separation. And having become familiar with him he caused 
betel to be given to him. When the divine snn had set, when 
the (attendant) princes had taken shelter under the trees as they 
found them, when the steeds, whose golden saddles were hang on 
the branches of trees, whose refreshed spirit (or energy) was to be 
inferred from the tossing of their manes grown dnsty by their i 
rolling on the ground, who had taken a few mouthfuls of tender 
grass and had drank water, and whose fatigue was removed by 
their having their backs wet with a bath, had been tethered to the 
poles of the spears planted (into the ground) before them ; when 
the aoldiers that had prepared couches of leave b near the steeds, 
that were fatigued by the day’s march and that had appointed 
watchmen, were about to sleep ; when the camp was bright Jiko 
day, the darkness being entirely dispelled (lit. drunk up) by the - 
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light of many fires that wars kindled, OhsadrSpida went to a- 
conch prepared for him by his retinue in front of Indrayudha, that 
was tethered in a part (of the camp), and pointed out to him by 
his door-keeper. And as he lay down, the very moment the poniard 
of pain touched his heart ; seized by restlessness ha dismissed the- 
princes ; and did not speak even with his great favourites who- 
were standing near. With eyes closed he again and again went 
to the land of the Kimnaras ; with a mind not directed to anything* 
else, he remembered Hemakita ; ha thought on the disinterestedness 
of HahSsveta’s favours, and continuously longed for the eight of 
Kidambari, the fruit of his life. He exceedingly yearned for the 
society (lit. familiarity) of Madalekhi, charming because of its 
absence of pride ; desired to see Tamiliki ; looked for the coming 
of Keynraka; and saw (tn fancy) the Snow-house. He repeatedly 
heaved warm and long sighs ; felt a greater liking for the Sasha- 
necklace ; and considered Fatralekhi, who had remained behind, 
meritorious. Thus he passed the night without getting eleep. 
Haring risen at dawn ho gratified the cherished desire of the old 
Dravida ascetio with a sum of money given to him according to 
his wish, and sojourning in delightful places (on the way), came 
to Ujjayini in a few days. 

2 T Accepting thousands of salutations with folded hands, a* 
if they were the lotuses of worship of the citizens that were 
delighted and confused by his sadden arrival, he entered the city 
unexpectedly, Hearing the words— ‘Sire, Chandraplda is at the 

gate * from the servants who were overpowered with the feeling 

of joy and great haste and who ran competing with one another to- 
be the first to tell, his father, with his gait slow from excessive 
joy, drawing to himself hi3 clean silken upper-garment that hal 
slipped aside, as the mountain ilandara did the water of the JClky 
Ocean, and shedding drops of the tears of great joy — as if he 
were the Kalpa tree, pouring down a shower of pearls — went 
forward on foot to receive him. He was followed by thousands 
of kings, who were in immediate attendance, the hair on the 
crown of whose heads wa3 white with old age, who had anointed 
their bodies with sandal, who had put on fresh (unused) ailk 
garments, and who wore arm-ornaments, turbans, crowns, and 
ehaplets, thus showing the earth to be possessed of many Kaili3as- 
or many Milky Oceans, and who bore swords, staffs, umbrellas,, 
flags and eAaurias. * The prince on seeing his father, dismounted 
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-pavement aha touched (rubbed) even her own imago, as if asking 
it to depart, through shame that it should War her secret 5 with 
her lotns-liko foot, the anklet whereof was set a-jingling by 
its scratching the floor, she sent away the domestic geese; she 
drove away the bees moving about the lotuses (placed) oh her ears, 
with the hem of her garment that she used as a fan for her 
perspiring face ; she gave to the peaoock (that was near) a piece 
o! betel cat with her own teeth, as if it were a bribe ; and gazing- 
on thia side and that, lest a sylvan nymph might hear (her secret)/ 
she, although wishing to speak, was not able to say anything, her 
-voice faltering owing to her being overcome by shame. AUhou"^^ 
•gho made an effort, her speech (voice) could not find escape ; 
if it were completely burnt up by the blazing fire of love ; «> 
•borne away by the ceaselessly flowing current of her tears ; or over- 1 _ 
powered by crushing griefs ; or shattered by the falling shafts 
of Oapid ; or banished by the oatcoming sighs • or held np by 
the hundreds of anxieties that dwelt in her heart ; or drank np 
by the swarms of bees that inhaled her breath. With head bent 
down she simply gave rise to a shower (fit. a olondy day) with the 
bright drops of tears that fell down without touching her cheeks, as 
if she wreathed (thereby) a rosary of pearls to count her thousands 
of griefs. At that time from her even shame as if learnt the grace 
of shame: even modesty, superior modesty ; simplicity, simplicity ; 
leverness, olevernass ; fear, timidity ; aporUveneis* sportiv enes«-s 
despondency, despair; and gracefalness of actions, graeefnlne' ^ 
of actions. And when I asked her, reduced to that plight, with 
the words ‘ Princess, what does this mean V she, wiping her eyes 
the interior of which was reddened, canght hold of a garland of 
flowers woven by the female door-keeper of the dais (la the 
women’s garden) with her creeper-like hand, as if for hanging 
herself with, on account of the intensity of her grief j and raising 
one eye-brow, and gazing as if on the path of death, sighed a 
long and hot sigh. Than repeatedly pressed to speak out, by 
me who guessed the cause of her anguish, she long remained 
with her motionless eyes fixed on the ground, scratching through 
modesty the JTsMls petal (she had worn), as if wishing to hand 
over tome what she wished to say, after having written it down 
aud with her lower lip throbbing through the desire of speaking’ 
ju j/sie * sis iDtraHisg » natttg* ia « whisper to the 6ees that 
hong on h«r breath. 

° y,bhrama rosy also mean “hurry of mind due to tbe feeling 0 £ love.” 
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213 Gradually, (rang her eyes in my face again, and as if washing 
‘her speech, dusky wifh the smoke of lore’s fire, with the drops of 
tear-water which fell down from her eyes that were again and s^ia 
■filled (with tears); or arranging, nnder the guise of the tear-drops, 
-the novel syllables of what she wanted to say, that she had 
■forgotten in her flarry, by means of the rays of her teeth that flashed 
forth when she smiled in her bewilderment, she, with great difficulty 
^ persuaded herself to speak. And she “ said to me — Patralekha, bv 
reason of my great love for yon, neither father, nor mother, nor 
ilahisveti, nor hfadalekhi, nor life itself, I place so high (fir. ia 
that place) as I do yon ; and yon hare been dear to me ever since 
I saw yon. I know not for what reason my heart, hiving forciblv 
■cast oS all my friends, trusts in yon. Whom else shall I blame ? 
“To whom else shall I tell my humiliation? Or with whom else 
•hall I share my grief ? Having told you (given yon an idea of) 
the unbearable harden of my woe, I will relinquish life. I swear 
by your life ; I am a>hamed even of my own heart that has known 
■the whole affair ; how much more SO then of another'* heart ( if ik 
•hould know it) ? How possibly can a person of my rank stain by 
(giving rise to) slander, a race pore as th9 rays of the moon, or 
give up (the sense of) shame, oar family possession (fir. come down 
to me by order of descent), or torn the heart to a rash deed, 
unworthy of a maiden (of honour)? I then, thus situated, not e«t 
( .^own (for him) by my father, not given by my mother, not having 
Vz approval of my elders, will not despatch any message (to him), 
will not send anything, and will not betray any eigns (of my 
inward feelings). As one timid or without a protector, I have 
been made to deserve the blame of my elders by that self-conceited 
prince, ChandrSpida. Tell me whether this is the proper conduct 
for the great, or whether this is the frait of familiarity, that my min d 
delicate as the fibre of a tender shoot or of a fresh lotns-stalk, is 
thus overpowered. For maidens ought not to be treated with 
■violence by youths. As a general rule the fire of Love first 
•consnnea their (of maidens) sense of shame and then their heart. The 
•hafts of Onpid first cut down modesty and other (virtues), and 
than their vitals. I, therefore, bid adieu to you, that we may meet 
' , again in oar neat births (lives). I have none else dearer than you. 
I will wash off my own stain by undergoing the atonement of 
.giving up my life.” Having said this much she was silent. 

I, however, not having really known anything of the matter, 
aortowfully thus addressed her, as if ashamed, terrified, bewildered. 
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and bereft of cod 3 cions ness: — “Princess, I wist to hear; pleasiteU, 
what was done by prince Ohandr&pida; what crime was committed; 
by what discourtesy was vexed the heart of the princess, soft like 
a lotus, not deserving to be vexed. You will resign life on mjk 
having first put an end to my life, on hearing this.” Whe^ 
addressed in this way, eha again said — “ I will tell you ; listen 
attentively. In my dreams — that clever rogue, having come every 
day, employs the caged parrots and starling as messengers in the secret , 
messages (he wishes to send me). When lam asleep, he, with his mind 
infataated by vain desires, writes on the inside of my ear-ornaments 
the places of appointment (for our meeting). He sends love-letters, 
charming and inspired by hopes generated by the infatuation of 
his mind, which, thongh having their syllables washed away by 
perspiration, tell of his own state by the lines of the drops of * 
tears mixed with collyrium fallen on them. By his anuraga 
(feeling of love — redness) he forcibly (against my wish) dyes my 
fset red, as if with red lac. Bereft of sense by his immodesty, 
he prides himself on his being reflected in my nails. Falsely bold 
that he is, he embraces me when with my face turned away from 


1dm I am alone in the garden and (therefore) running away 
through the fear of being Seized (by him), bnt have my motion 
obstructed by the skirts of my silken garment clinging to the 
sprouts (of the creepers) as if I were handed over to him by mv 
creeper-friends after having caught me. Drawing ornamental lines 


on my breasts, he, who is perverse by nature, as if teaches my mind/'" 
naturally simple, crookedness. He, a false (deceitful) flatterer fans 


naturally simple, crookedness. He, a false (deceitful) flatterer, fans 
my cheeks covered with the star-like drops of perspiration with 
the cool breathings of his month as with the winds from the waves 
in the form of the longings of his heart. Not well skilled, he 
plants on my ear, as ornaments, the bright rays of his nails, as 
though they were the shoots of barley, with a hand 'that is empty, 
the lotus (it held) having fallen owing to his grasp being relaxed 
by perspiration. The audacious one often makes me drink 
seezing me by the hair, the mouthfuls of wine, taken np by me 
at the time of watering the very favourite Baknla saplings. Mocked 
by craziness he receives on his head the strokes of my foot raised 
for striking the Atoka trees of the palace. Tell me, OP atralekh& by' 
what means can he, wbois bereft of sense, his mind bring infatuated 
by love, be rejected (or prevented from doing sueh things) For 
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mention of his faults as a device for remembering him ; views 
contempt as nnre3trained love? and deems the evil talk of the 
people as renown. " 

■ 2 . J ^Filled with ec 3 tatio joy on hearing her speak in this strain, 
T thought — « Oh, she has bean drawn far away by Onpid with 
reference to Ohandrapida. If really the mind of the god of lovo 
is /arourably disposed towards the prince in the disguise of 
Kddambsrl, then his innate vlrtce 3 , assiduously -developed by him, 
have repaid him ; the quarters have been brightened by his glory ; 
a shower of jewels has been poared on him by youth by means 
of the waves of the ocean of the sentiment (also water) of love ; 
hi3 name has been written on the moon (to help him in exciting 
love in KAd.) by the graces of his yonth ; its splendour has been 
manifested by his good fortune; and nectar has been showered 
Jtiwn by his loveliness, 83 by the digits of the moon. Moreover, 
niter a long time has the fit season been obtained by the Malaya 
wind 5 a proper time has been gained by moon-rise ; the fitting 
frnit has been obtained by the luxuriance of spring flowers ; the 
blame attaching to wine has been tarned into a virtue ; and the 
dawn of the advent of the era of love has been manifest," Then 
I smiled and said aloud .* — “ Princess, it such is the case, torego 
yonr wrath ; be appeased. Ton should not blame the prince for 
the faults of Kama. These, indeed, nre the wanton sports of that 
rogue, the flower-bowed god, and not of the princo. ” When I had 
^id so, Bhe again asked me, being full of curiosity — (As for) “this 
that yon call Kima, or whoever he may be — tell me what his 
different forms are.” To her I replied ; — '-Lady, whecco can 
he have a form ? A tormina Ere is he. For, without jho 
display of the rows cf flames, he produces heat ; withoat mani- 
festing a ma?3 of smoke, he causes tears to fall down ; and without 
showing a heap of the dust of ashes, he causes paleness to appear. 
And there is not that being in the whole expanse of this triple 
world that is not* or ha 3 not been, or will tot be, the target 
(victim) of his ehafts. Who also will not fear him? Having 
taken ap his flowery bow, he pierces with his arrows even a 
'powerful man- Moreover, to youthful women posse*. -d (influenced) 
: by him, the whole expanse of the sky appears to ho crowded 
(narrowed), when they behold the thousands of the faceied mooc- 
llke faces of their lovers; tho surface of the earth appear* net 
"to bo wide enough, when they draw upon it the forms of their 
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beloveds 5 number itself appears to be too email, when they 
enumerate the merits of their loved ones ; the goddess of speech 
appears not eloquent enough, when they listen to talk about ’their 
dearest ; and time itself seems to be too short to their ht«rt, when 
they muse on the delights of union with one whom they hold as 
dear as life. ** 

2pt Hearing this, she pondered a moment and replied :-“Patralekh5, 
as you say, this person (myself) has been made to feel a strong 
liking for the prince by Oapid. All these forms (signs) of him and 
yet more, are found in me. You are now to me not different from 
(as dear as) my heart 5 so I ask yon yourself 5 tell me what is 
proper for me (to do) in this case. I am pot versed in affairs of 
this sort. Moreover, my heart finds that death itself would be 
better than life for me led into the condition of being blamed by 
my parents and therefore feeling exceedingly ashamed.” To lier 
thus speaking I again said-"Think not, think not so, my princess ; 
what is the use of this poraistent desiro for dying when there is no 
canse for it ? (Bather) a boon has been bestowed on you by the 
revered 6 »d of love, who U pleased with you without being 
propitiated. Where is the room for parents to blame here, when, 
Indeed, the Gve-arrowed god himself makes the proposal of a girl 
(chooses a hnsband for her) like an elderly person; gives 
consent like a mother ; gives her away like a father ; creates 
longing in her like a female friend ; and teaches the ways antf 
sports of love in yonth 1 And how many maidens shall I tnentij 
to yon who have chosen their own husbands ? Were It not so (if 
maidens were not to choose their lords) then purposeless would be 
the ordinance of Stayamvara laid down in the religious law books. 
Therefore, be pleased, 0 princess ; and enough of this determination 
to die. I swear, touching your lotus-liko feet 5 give your message 
and send me 5 1 will go and bring to yon, my princess, your heart’s 
beloved.” When I had said so, the seemed to be drinking me in 
with her glance Wet with the liquid of joy $ she was confused 
owing to the flurried actions due to the influence of love, which, 
though restrained, wero manifesting themselves, finding a. passage 
ont, having as it were broken through her (sense of) shame, 
(already) shattered by the arrows of Oapid ; she seemed to wear 
her upper garmeat,* stuck to her hody owing to perspiration, 

e Or, In her joy at cay agreeable words, sbo teemed to hold up J>tr 
upper garment, having cast it up, on the cluster of her bristling hsir, el?. 
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hxring raised it up, as it were, by means of the cluster of her hair 
rising up, at the joy felt by her on hearing my agreeable words . 
she extricated her pearl-necklace, stock to the points of the figures 
of fishes on the mby leares of her swinging ear-rings , and thongh 
her heart was agitated by great joy, still supporting herself as 
it were on modesty, the natnral possession of maidens, she spoke 
(as follows)— 

2, 1 «I know yonr very great lore forme. Bat the only thing 
is— how can women, tender of nature like a jonng Sirtsha flower, 
hare so much boldness, especially maidsna who are yet In early 
yonth ? Those take a bold step who themselves send messages 
or approach (their lovers). I, a young maiden, feel ashamed to 
send a bold message, myself. Or, what message can X send ? 
(To say) * Yon are very dear to me,' is snperflnon3 ; * Am I dear to 
Jon? ' is a foolish question ; 1 My love for yon is exceeding ’ is the 
talk of a harlot; ‘I cannot live without yon* is contrary to 
experience (fact); 'The bodiless one (Oopid) overpowers me* is 
casting reproach on one’s own fanlt (weakness) ; *1 am given to yon 
bj Oapid’ Is (would look like) a means of going to meet him ; 
*1 have forcibly detained (treasured) you (in my mind)’ is the bold 
speech of an unchaste woman; 'You must needs come’ is the 
pride of beauty; * I will come myself ’ is (betraying) woman’s 
fickleness; ‘ This yjur servant is wholly demoted to you ’is (having) 
the Iight-heartedoess to declare one’s otcn love; 'Through the fear 
,,'f rejection I send no message* is to rouse tbs sleeper (suggesting 
to him what he may not hare in his mind) ; ' I shall be iu a terrible 
state on amount of the pstn to be caused by my. living in separation 
from you, (in case you will not come), which is nndesired by me * 
is ( expressing ) too high a degree of love; 'You will know 
my love by my death, ’-this is simply impossible.* 


* Here Bfoa*. trie was brought to an abrupt dose by his death 
is costumed by bis son. 
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